
COVID-19 and UCC Southbury: #1 
 

Dear UCC Southbury members and friends, 

 

We are sending you faith, hope and love in this complex and uncertain time of the coronavirus 

in our midst and in the world.  We hope this joint message from your current president Anne 

Westerman, your Chair of Deacons Doug Boyd, and your Interim Pastor Susan Murtha, with the 

unanimous support of your Church Council is helpful.  We want to reach out to you about our 

plans, as well as about opportunities to support one another and to receive support.  

 

Hearing the clear counsel of medical advisors to refrain from large gatherings, we are 

suspending all in-person events at the church for the next two weeks, including Sunday worship 

services.  We’ll assess the situation over the coming days and send out updates. 

 

We know how much you value your church family at all times, but particularly during a difficult 

time.  While putting safety first by suspending in-person events, we want to stay in contact 

through phone, email, etc.  For meetings, we’ll have options available for conference calls. And 

most importantly, Pastor Susan and Pastoral Care Leader, Carla Preiman, are available for 

support. If you are in need of pastoral care, rides, groceries or other, please do not hesitate to 

reach out. You can reach Pastor Susan at pastorsusan@uccsouthbury.org or Carla at 

PastoralCare@uccsouthbury.org . If you would like to volunteer to help support members and 

friends of UCC Southbury, please let us know.                                                                                                                                    

 

We hope that we are being overly cautious.  We are very clear, however, that we would rather 

look back months from now and realize that we were overly cautious than to look back and 

realize that our choices exacerbated the current crisis we are facing. 

 

We will keep in touch frequently, using this format for communication.  While we are apart 

bodily, we are always in communion through God’s Spirit.  Now more than ever, we need one 

another and God’s steadfast care.  As we face this challenge, may we be people who trust in 

the Lord and faithfully care for one another and our neighbors. 

 

In faith, hope and love, 

 

Pastor Susan, Anne Westerman and Doug Boyd 

 

If you have access to the internet, there are some very helpful resources that are updated as 

the news and advice unfurls: 

 

Town of Southbury: https://southbury-ct.org/coronavirus 

CT Department of Health:  https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus 

CDC : https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html 
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