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MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

Down in the Valley
President’s Letter
By: Don Stanger 489-2248 or donstanger@aol.com
Greetings to all. I hope you enjoyed your summer!

HVNA Crime
Prevention Meeting
will be held on
Thursday,
November 19, 2009
from
7:00 to 8:30PM at
Hope Valley Country
Club.

This issue of Down in the Valley covers a wide variety of topics that we hope will be of interest to you,
including results of the “Worst Road in Hope Valley” survey and the current City of Durham street
resurfacing schedule , the latest neighborhood crime statistics and tips for crime prevention, pictorial
documentation of the fun so many children (and adults!) had at the neighborhood Halloween Parade,
news of the latest neighborhood appearance enhancements, an update on our effort to have Hope
Valley added to the National Register of Historic Places, and another chapter in the remarkable history of our neighborhood.
As you enjoy this wonderful time of the year, it is my hope that you will take a moment to reflect, as I
often do, on how special the place we call home, our Hope Valley neighborhood, really is!
Best wishes for a joyous holiday season!

Special guests:
Durham Police Department:
Chief Jose Lopez
Asst. Chief Lee Russ
Dist. 3 Commander
Captain Jon Peter
911 Emergency Center:
Director James Soukup

HVNA Website Call for Photos
The HVNA is interested in posting photos on our website that well represent the beautiful homes
and wide range of architectural styles that grace our neighborhood. If you have recently visited the
updated website (www.HVNA.org), you probably wonder why you can't find the house featured on
the homepage in Hope Valley. There's a good reason for that ... it's NOT in Hope Valley and we
want a replacement!!
That is why we need YOU!!

According to the
Durham Police
Department:
Call 911 to report any
crimes or suspicious
activities / persons in our
neighborhood.

If you or someone you know has a love for photography and would like to share your photos with
other residents in our neighborhood, here's the perfect opportunity. We are looking for photos that
reflect our history, our growth, our diversity, and our love for the neighborhood.
Photo requirements are as follows:
• photos must be taken within the Hope Valley neighborhood
• photographer must agree to HVNA.org website usage
• photos may be color or black & white
• jpg images NO LARGER than 500 kb
• photos must be clear and bold enough to stand out in a small (roughly 3” x 4”) format
• no fine detail, please
• no people in the photo, please
• include your name, brief title, where and date photo was taken
If you have a photo you’d like to submit, please send your entry to: philippieper@hvna.org by
December 15. All entries submitted will be reviewed by the HVNA board, and the selected entries
will be featured on the site by the end of the year.
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Survey Results — Worst Road in Hope Valley
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Total Votes: 121
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Devon
Northampton
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Cambridge
Regent
Somerset
Other

A big “thank you” to all who voted in the recent “Worst Road in Hope Valley” survey! 121 individual residents cast their votes for the
street they think is most in need of repair / resurfacing. It is clear that many of you feel that there are lots of Hope Valley streets that
are in need of repair or resurfacing.
The HVNA has contacted Kathryn (Katie Kalb), director of public works for the City of Durham, and a Hope Valley resident, to communicate the survey results. Ironically, the number one choice of Hope Valley residents, i.e., Surrey Road, between Dover and Windsor
Roads, was one of the higher rated roads by the City. As a result of our efforts, Surrey / Windsor has been re-rated and moved up for
resurfacing. Unfortunately, the resurfacing is not scheduled to occur in the 2010-11 fiscal year.
In addition, we have been able to determine the following resurfacing schedule for Hope Valley. Depending on the weather, the following Hope Valley streets are scheduled for resurfacing by spring 2010:
• Banbury Way
• Churchill Circle
• Colville Road
• Northampton Road
• Westchester Road
• St. Marks Road
Thanks again to all who participated. We will continue to work with the City to secure more resources for our Hope Valley roads.

MARY TATUM
Realtor/Broker, GRI, CRS, SRES, CHMS

jx `t~x ZÜxtà ax|z{uÉÜá‹
Mary.tatum@pruysu.com
919-929-7100
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Hope Valley Crime Statistics
The Durham Police have kindly provided a full
set of crime statistics for Hope Valley covering
the last six years.
The numbers for Hope Valley and the surrounding area show that Hope Valley experienced a
little under 1.5% of the crime incidents reported
in all of the District 3 area of Durham (Southwest
Durham). Of the 39 property crime incidents
reported in Hope Valley through October of this
year, almost half involved burglary, while other
forms of larceny made up most of the other half
of the incidents. The chart at right compares
property crime incident reports across categories
of crime for the first ten months of both 2008
and 2009
Hope Valley has reported 39 total property crime
incidents through October of this year, up from
31 for the same period last year — an increase of
about 25%. Of course the statistic of most concern is the significant increase in burglaries in the
neighborhood. While our property crime reports
are relatively low when compared to other parts
of the city, it appears that Hope Valley has been
increasingly targeted by criminals so far this year
when compared to last year.
As always, the Durham police caution our use of
the statistics, warning that the statistics only reflect incidents reported, not necessarily crimes
committed. Consequently, these numbers are
subject to fluctuation as the reports are investigated. The categories used are drawn from the
FBI Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Handbook.
According to the FBI’s UCR Handbook (2004),
larceny is defined as “The unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away of property from the
possession or constructive possession of another.” Burglary is defined as “The unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or a theft.”
And motor vehicle theft is defined as “The theft
or attempted theft of a motor vehicle.” For additional definitions, please refer to the UCR Handbook available online at: http://www.fbi.gov/
ucr/handbook/ucrhandbook04.pdf.

Patrons

Duke School; our students love
learning; visit us and see why;
www.dukeschool.org
919-416-9420

2008 vs. 2007 Property Crime Reports for Hope Valley by Category
(October YTD)
B urgla ry - F o rc e d
Entry
La rc e ny - F ro m
M o to r Ve hic le

B urgla ry - N o nF o rc e d E nt ry

Oct 2008 YTD

La rc e ny - F ro m
B uilding

Oct 2009 YTD

La rc e ny - O t he r
T he f t - Ot he r M V
La rc e ny - A ut o
P a rt s
T he f t - A ut o

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

HVNA Crime Prevention Meeting
All Are Invited!
The HVNA is hosting a meeting to discuss
Neighborhood Crime Prevention
Thursday, November 19
7:00 to 8:30PM
Hope Valley Country Club
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The Neighborhood Halloween Parade
Saturday, October 31, 2009
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We Did It!
A big “thank you” to the over 140 individuals who contributed to the Hope
Valley Fund to support research to have Hope Valley place on the National
Register of Historic Places. We have now reached our $30,000 goal, which
enabled us to complete the application to the North Carolina State Historic
Preservation Office.
After a nearly three year effort, our application was unanimously approved by
the NC National Register Advisory Commission and has now been submitted
to the National Park Service for approval. We hope to hear from the NPS in
the next two months.
National Register approval will recognize Hope Valley’s rich history and it is
hoped that NR status will cause residents to value its historic character more
highly. Listing on the National Register will NOT restrict any land or construction activities. It WILL provide the opportunity for those modifying
contributing properties to receive a 30% NC state tax credit for qualifying
modifications
If you feel so inclined, please contact Congressman David Price, Senators
Richard Burr and Kay Hagan to request their support for our National Register application.

MAPPING A PATH TO LOWER BILLS
Energy efficiency isn’t always intuitive. Hope Valley resident and green building expert
Bobby Ferrel unpacks the mysteries.

Everybody wants to save money. With energy costs rising all the time, improving the performance of your home is a great way to do it. But it’s amazing how much money people will spend on new windows and doors in the
interests of energy efficiency – not realizing that there are plenty of low and
no-cost options that will save them much more.
CHANGING HABITS COSTS NOTHING
Before investing in expensive improvements, the first thing to address is usually the way you use your home. Do you run ceiling fans effectively? (By dispersing warm air from the ceiling, a ceiling fan can help make a room feel
warmer.) Do you have a programmable thermostat, and do you use it? Do
you turn the thermostat up and then lounge around in your shorts? A new
sweater for the holidays might be a good idea...
Once you’ve addressed behaviour, in most situations I usually recommend
that people take a long hard look at their duct work. Improperly sealed or
poorly maintained duct work is one of the most common sources of poor
energy performance – and it’s also one of the cheapest to fix!
Next most important is attic insulation and air sealing. Until recently, building

codes only specified R30 insulation, while the Energy Star
program recommends R38 to R60 rated insulation levels.
Before adding insulation, you must make sure you seal all
the unwanted connection points between the attic and your
home. With generous government subsidies for energy efficiency, you could see a return on your investment in just a
few years.
THE HOME AS A SYSTEM
Before embarking on any big projects, consider this:
homes, like cars, are a complex system of related components – replacing one component or feature may not yield
the results you’re looking for if other elements are under
performing. You can put the most efficient HVAC system in
the world in your home, but if that home is poorly insulated
or leaky, you’ll just be heating and cooling the yard.
An energy audit is a great way to map out a cost-effective set
of priorities – assessing your home’s specific performance,
from heating systems to insulation to the tightness of the
building envelope. The result is a unique report on what
measures will most effectively cut your bills – allowing you
to prioritize your investment accordingly.
SETTING PRIORITIES
My partner and I are regularly contacted by clients who want
us to put in a new HVAC system, or insulate their crawl
space - but when we conduct an assessment, we’ll find that a
simple overhaul of their ductwork or air sealing will bring
them the improvements they need at a fraction of the cost!
So before you spend big money on energy efficiency, make
sure you have a plan to spend that money most effectively.
Savings could be easier to realize than you might think.
Bobby Ferrel, a resident of Hope Valley, is co-founder of Sustainable
Building Solutions – a Durham based company offering home owners
and builders a one-stop shop for energy efficiency and green building.

Down in the Valley Fall 009

Town & Country GC “Mulch Party”

Members of Town and Country Garden Club took advantage of the beautiful weather on
November 5 to spread mulch at the Windsor Way median plantings, installed by the club
earlier this year. The plantings project was the 2009 community beautification project
funded by the club with part of the proceeds from last year’s Benefit Auction. This year’s
auction, noted in an earlier post to this blog, takes place Wednesday, November 11.
Members pictured here are Jackie Edwards, Chasie Harris, Carol Garbutt, and Millie Gurley.

Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA
will begin calendar year memberships —
you can pay your 2010 annual dues now
— go to ww.hvna.org
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Hope Valley and the National Register Of Historic Places
By Tad DeBerry 489-5270 or TadDeBerry@hvna.org @aol.com
Hope Valley began suburban development in April of 1926, in large part due to the impending opening of the new Duke University and
the continued growth of UNC. It initially was intended to be the residential colony for the faculty of these institutions.
Like most such developments nationwide it withered as the Depression overtook the nation. It did not begin to take its present form
until the late 1940’s and early 1950’s. It survived intact as a distinct district because of several factors.
The Richardson family of Greensboro’s Vick’s Chemical Company, as well as several wealthy and / or visionary Durham citizens bought the
undeveloped property and held it until such time as the demand warranted reopening the development. Hope Valley, because it lay outside
the city limits, was self-contained. Due to the vigilance of its developers, throughout its development, Hope Valley was cloistered from the
surrounding area by a buffer strip of land that in effect maintained a secure border against incursion of copycat, or lower quality developments.
Thus Hope Valley developed as a microcosm of the American twentieth century suburb. One can watch the changing of America’s tastes in
almost concentric circles emanating from the 1926 Clubhouse at the center of the suburb. This factor alone warrants protection and recognition as such a unique example of aesthetic and architectural tastes throughout the twentieth century.
The first Hope Valley Homes were built in the mid 1920’s and the last new areas of Hope Valley developed in the late 1990’s, creating an
eclectic mix of sizes and styles with one unifying theme: high quality and superior design.
This important factor coupled with the fact that many of Durham’s social and business
leaders have chosen to build or live here has made Hope Valley a virtual history of Durham
and Duke University. The decisions made in Hope Valley’s homes and the relationships
nurtured at its Club have impacted Durham, North Carolina, and the world. (For instance,
the Nello Teer Company built airbases in the Middle East as part of the Egyptian Israeli
Peace Accords signed in the 1970’s.)
Several of Durham’s most prominent leaders built homes in Hope Valley over the years.
Names like Teer, Barringer, Wright, and Kenan top this list. In addition Duke faculty
names like Wilburt Davision, first dean and architect of the Medical School, and noted
Duke Historian, The History of Durham author, W.K. Boyd built their significant homes here.
Our imminent inclusion on the National Register is a fitting reminder of Hope Valley’s
historic significance in terms of architecture, landscape design and social leadership.

HOPE VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 2009-2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Don Stanger
President
Newsletter
3940 Dover Road
Home: 489-2248
E-mail: donstanger@hvna.org

Jack Hughes
Treasurer
3818 Regent Road
Home: 489-9504
Email: jackhughes@hvna.org

Mary Jacques
Vice President
Welcoming
3408 Dover Road
Home: 490-6395
E-mail: maryjacques@hvna.org

Debbie Rand
Past President
HVNA listserv
3716 St. Marks Road
Home: 765-9488
Cell: 824-5299
E-mail: debbierand@hnva.org

Jan McCallum
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4215 Champaign Drive
Home: 493-3061
E-mail: janmccallum@hvna.org

Cathy Abernathy
Neighborhood Watch
3903 Darby Road
Home: 489-0394
E-mail: cathyabernathy@hvna.org

Todd Cromer
At Large
3852 Somerset Drive
Home: 408-8037
Email: toddcromer@hvna.org

Tad DeBerry
Appearance
3831 Somerset Drive
Home: 489-5270
E-mail: taddeberry@hvna.org

Amanda Elam
Crime Statistics
3860 Somerset Drive
Home: 489-3610
E-mail: amandaelam@hvna.org

Jim McDonald
At Large
3818 Somerset Road
Home: 419-8452
E-mail: jimmcdonald@hvna.org

Dan Fulkerson
At Large
3832 Somerset Road
Home: 270-0521
E-mail: danfulkerson@hvna.org

Philip Pieper
HVNA Web Site
3832 Somerset Road
Home: 270-0521
E-mail: philippieper@hvna.org

Chase Teer Loew
At Large
4025 Bristol Road
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Mary Tatum
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Building community and providing voice for Hope Valley

Visit us online at www.hvna.org

Hope Valley Neighborhood Association
3818 Regent Road
Durham, NC 27707

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Raleigh, NC
Permit No. 2100

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL
Application

Renewal

Additional Contribution to Beautification

Name(s)

E-mail

Address

Phone

Comments

Effective January 1, 2010, the HVNA will begin calendar year memberships
— you can pay your 2010 annual dues now — just go to www.hvna.org.
Annual dues are $25 per household. Mail application and check to: Jack Hughes, 3818 Regent Road, Durham, NC, 27707
Make checks payable to: Hope Valley Neighborhood Association. Thank you!

