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The EDI was developed by the Offord Centre at McMaster University and 
administered by UCLA’s Center for Healthier Children, Families, and 
Communities. UCLA’s Transforming Early Childhood CommunitySolutions 
(TECCS) helps communities use the EDI to create change for children, families, 
and communities.   

Physical Health & Well-being

Four of the five EDI domains are divided into multiple subdomains, and one domain (Communication Skills 
and General Knowledge) is treated as both a domain and single subdomain. Together, the five domains 
consist of a total of 16 subdomains. For the subdomain analysis, children are categorized as either “not 
ready,” “somewhat ready”, or “ready” for school, based on how they compare to a criterion-referenced cutoff 
value that has been determined by the publisher’s team of experts at the Offord Centre. The criterion- 
referenced method for calculating subdomain results is different from the norm-reference method used to 
calculate the domain-level results. Therefore, there will not be a one-to-one match between any of the 
percentages reported in the subdomain categories (“not ready,” “somewhat ready”, or “ready”) and the 
percentages reported in the domain-level categories (“vulnerable,” “at risk”, and “on track”). 

Below, you can see the skills and abilities that children typically have in the “not ready for school” and “ready 
for school” categories for each subdomain. There is no detailed description for the “somewhat ready” 
category, because these children vary widely in their skills and abilities. Children who fall in the “not ready for 
school” category are considered to have developmental challenges in that area. Each subdomain represents 
one aspect of a child’s development. While some domains represent skills that a child in kindergarten is 
expected to have already mastered based on his/her developmental age (e.g. physical independence), 
others represent areas of development that are still emerging (e.g. prosocial behavior).  
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Social Competence

Emotional Maturity
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Language & Cognitive Development

Communications Skills & General Knowledge
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The EDI is the copyright of the Offord Centre for Child Studies at McMaster University. 
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