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Children Developmentally Vulnerable 
Children are “developmentally vulnerable” in a domain if the mean of his/her EDI items for that domain falls 
at or below the 10th percentile cutoff. 

Children Developmentally At Risk (for becoming vulnerable) 
Children are “developmentally at risk” in a domain if the mean of his/her EDI items for that domain falls at or 
below the 25th percentile cutoff and above the 10th percentile. 

Children Developmentally Not On Track 
Children are “developmentally not on track” in a domain if the mean of his/her EDI items for that domain falls 
at or below the 25th percentile cutoff. Not On Track is the sum of Vulnerable and At Risk. 

Children Developmentally On Track Middle 
Children are “developmentally on track middle” in a domain if the mean of his/her EDI items for that domain 
falls above the 25th percentile cutoff and below the 75th percentile. 

Children Developmentally On Track Top 
Children are “developmentally on track top” in a domain if the mean of his/her EDI items for that domain falls 
at or above the 75th percentile cutoff. 

Children Developmentally On Track 
Children are “developmentally on track” in a domain if the mean of his/her EDI items for that domain falls 
above the 25th percentile cutoff. On Track is the sum of On Track Middle and On Track Top. 

Early Development Instrument (EDI) 
The Early Development Instrument (EDI), a tool developed by Drs. Dan Offord and Magdalena Janus of the 
Offord Centre for Child Studies at McMaster University in Canada, is a population measure of young 
children’s development from a 103-item checklist completed by teachers. The EDI measures five 
developmental domains: 
1) Physical health and well-being 
2) Social competence 
3) Emotional maturity 
4) Language and cognitive skills 
5) Communication skills and general knowledge 
The EDI also includes questions on child demographics, special problems, prior childcare, and parent 
involvement in the classroom. 

EDI Cutoff 
Each of the five domains in the EDI has a population cutoff for “developmentally vulnerable,” “at risk,” and “on 
track.” The normative population cutoffs were determined using 2009-2010 data to set a representative 
benchmark, which helps to compare how children are doing developmentally, both across and within sites 
and across years. To establish these cutoffs, an average score for each domain was first developed per child 
with valid data (N=10,244). The averages for all records valid for analysis were then sorted from lowest to 
highest to determine the 10th and the 25th percentile population cutoffs for each developmental domain. 

This terminology is provided by the Transforming Early Childhood Community 
Systems (TECCS) Initiative at the Center for Healthier Children, Families, and 
Communities at UCLA. to better understand the Early Development 
Instrument (EDI) data.

1

www.raisedc.org/ourchildren


RaiseDC.org/ourchildren 2

EDI Participation Rate 
The participation rate is calculated by dividing the total number of students living in the neighborhood with 
valid EDI records (the numerator) by the estimated total number of eligible children living in the 
neighborhood (the denominator), based on US Census American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year estimates. 
The denominator is a derived calculation of young children between the ages of four and seven years old
based on the proportion of the respective age groups within the sample. 

For example, if the sample consists of zero percent 4-year-olds; 50 percent 4-year olds; 49 percent 6-year- 
olds; and one percent 7-year-olds, the calculation for the total count of eligible children in the neighborhood 
will follow this formula: (ACS 4-year-old count * 0) + (ACS 5-year- old count * 0.50) + (ACS 6-year-old count * 
0.49) + (ACS 7-year-olds count * 0.01). 

Neighborhood 
For the purpose of the EDI Community Profile, a neighborhood may be a census tract, an aggregation of 
census geographies, or some other pre-existing or newly created local geographic boundaries identified by 
the community. Criteria that guided the selection of neighborhood boundaries included that they should be: 
1) Contiguous (no gaps and no overlapping boundaries); 2) Small enough to identify distinct populations of 
children but large enough to represent a distinct, community-defined neighborhood; 3) Recognizable by
local residents; 4) Useful from a local planning perspective; 5) Consistent with census lines to maximize data 
analysis opportunities; and 6) Inclusive of the entire target geography. 

On Track on All Valid Domains 
Children whose EDI score is above the 25th percentile (i.e. are “developmentally on track”) on all valid 
domains. A record may be valid with as few as four completed domains. 

Representative Data 
Ideally, the EDI is designed to be a census of all children living in an area. Data are considered representative 
of the children living in a neighborhood if the neighborhood has achieved the target EDI participation rate 
threshold, according to its neighborhood size. A double asterisk next to the name of the neighborhood 
cluster indicates data do not meet the EDI participation rate threshold for neighborhoods of this size; 
therefore, additional consideration is warranted, as the data may not be representative of all children living 
there. The US Census American Community Survey (ACS) five-year estimates were used to determine how 
many children in each age group lived in each neighborhood. 

Subdomain 
Four of the five domains are divided into multiple subdomains, and one domain (Communication Skills and 
General Knowledge) is treated as a single subdomain. Together, the five domains consist of a total of 16 
subdomains. For the subdomain analysis, children are categorized as either “not ready”, “somewhat ready”, or 
“ready” for school, based on how they compare to a cutoff value that has been determined by the publishers 
at the Offord Centre. This method contrasts with that used for the overarching domain-level analysis, which 
categorizes children as either “vulnerable”, “at risk”, or “on track” based on how they compare to a cutoff 
value that has been derived from a US normative sample taken in 2009-2010. 

Suppressed Data 
Suppressed data are records with valid addresses but not reported in the maps because they are in 
neighborhoods with fewer than 10 valid records for analysis. 

TECCS Initiative 
Transforming Early Childhood Community Systems (TECCS) is a national initiative developed through a 
partnership between the UCLA Center for Healthier Children, Families, & Communities and United Way 
Worldwide. The goal of TECCS is to improve the school readiness of all children in a community by using 
regular measurement and mapping of developmental progress at a population level to mobilize local 
partners around a data-driven process to inform the development of early childhood service systems. TECCS 
has four core components: 1) Measurement and Mapping; 2) Community Engagement; 3) Shared Learning 
Network; and 4) Targeted, Place-Based Systems Improvement. 
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The Early Development Instrument (EDI) was created and is licensed by the Offord Center at McMaster University. 
 

This information is provided by the Transforming Early Childhood Community Systems (TECCS) Initiative at the Center for Healthier 
Children, Families, and Communities at UCLA.
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Valid for Analysis 
For a child’s record to be valid for analysis: 1) Child must have been in the classroom for more than one 
month, and 2) The EDI must have at least four of the five domains completed by the teacher. 

Vulnerable on One or More Domains 
Children whose EDI score is at or below the 10th percentile (i.e. are “developmentally vulnerable”) on at least 
one of the five domains; “vulnerable” on at least one of the five domains. 
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