
A COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT

In DC, the Early Development Instrument (EDI) uncovers the proportion of our four-year-old children who
are vulnerable in any of the measured domains by presenting a snapshot of developmental data at the 

neighborhood cluster level. The EDI can help inform individual and collective actions across DC to ensure 
the healthy development of all of our young children, regardless of zip code. This data, generated by pre- 

K 4 teachers in DCPS, public charter schools, and community-based organizations, is framed at the 
population and aggregate levels (and never as a screener or evaluation tool). Healthcare providers are 

well-positioned to use this data to improve outcomes for children across DC. 

HOW IS THE EDI HELPFUL FOR DC HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS?

 HOW CAN YOU USE THE EDI TO SUPPORT PATIENTS?

The EDI is an internationally recognized tool that provides a holistic, citywide snapshot of young 
children’s health, development, and school readiness in five key areas, known as domains:  

Social Competence

Educate others: The EDI is a window into the importance of children’s development that you can easily 
use to share with other audiences. You might use it for lectures, workshops, or grant proposals. 
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As healthcare providers in Washington, DC, you have access to powerful new citywide data on 
young children. You have the opportunity to harness this data and create a healthier city for 

children and families.

Physical health and well-being, emotional maturity, and social competence are crucial for healthcare 
leaders, especially as this is the first District-level snapshot of children’s outcomes. 

Use it to partner with families: The maps can help you consider how you might target your counseling 
or spark ideas of new conversations with parents. 

By putting your program’s data into context, you can more easily share the trends you are seeing – 
and the ways others can support your vision and needs. 

Do you share information about language and literacy with all families (for instance, the importance 
of reading with your child every day)? Use the EDI as a spur to inquire about other key factors in 
your patients’ lives: Ask where their children attend child care or school and what they think about it, 
as well as the resources or needs they see in the community. 



Visit the user-friendly website at RaisedDC.org/OurChildren to explore the EDI results, better 
understand the collection process, and discover a suite of resources to help you harness this powerful 
tool for your own context. For any additional questions or ideas, please email ourchildren@raisedc.org.
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HOW DO YOU GET STARTED?

 HOW CAN YOU USE THE EDI TO SUPPORT PATIENTS? (Cont.)

Harness for your own advocacy: The EDI reveals the way health supports, community access, child care, 
and protective factors matter for young children. Together, we can support strong outcomes for children. 

As a healthcare provider, you think daily about the many pieces that help create thriving children: 
immunizations, developmental or mental health screenings, access to a comprehensive medical 
home, and more. You can use this data to illuminate why such interventions are critical for children’s 
outcomes. 

http://www.raisedc.org/ourchildren

