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Dear Paciﬁc Crest Community,

As I reﬂect upon the last year, I feel a deep sense of gratitude for the
commitment of this community. It is only by our collective participation that we
create a truly vital place in which our children and all of us can grow to become
our best selves.
Daily, I have seen countless acts of generosity and deep engagement by many
throughout our community: A teacher making extra time to develop new lessons
or taking extra care with a child having a diﬃcult morning; assistants and staﬀ
puing in extra time and eﬀort to keep our environments warm and beautiful;
and new and veteran families reaching out to each other. I have seen our board,
with many new members, dedicate countless personal hours to understand and
address the needs of our school; and so many more also give their time, talents
and ﬁnancial gis to help our school build community and meet fundraising
goals.
As Head of School, I have seen passion and commitment constantly coursing
through our school, at all levels, imbuing the whole community with vitality and
hope. I have seen the adolescent glow by working the farm, sharing art and
serving community; I have seen older children stand taller as they lead younger
ones who plan events, care for classroom materials and pets, or practice
academic lessons; and I have seen the youngest child, engrossed in thoughtful
work, who radiates pure joy upon its completion.
Though the last year presented a variety of challenges, our school remains an
extraordinary place where all of our children discover beautiful truths in the
world, in each other, and in themselves. As our children grow in this way, we also
grow, and together we are creating a new, more respectful, more joyful and more
meaningful present and future.
I have so much gratitude for all of you in the Paciﬁc Crest community and to
all who provide the volunteer and philanthropic support that help sustain this
remarkable school.

Sincerely,
y

Dorrie Knapp-Guy
Knapp Guy
Head of School

Dear Paciﬁc Crest Community,

Welcoming a new Head of School and a time of transition for Paciﬁc Crest
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The Board of Directors is focused on working to ensure stability and
sustainability for the school. We work closely with the Head of School providing
support and critical resources. The Board is comprised of 9 people with strong
skill sets in ﬁnance, fundraising, academia, communications, operations, and
law and most importantly a passion for the school. More information about the
board is on the school website.
The primary goal for the 2015-2016 school year was to hire and support a Head
of School who can help continue to shape the vision of the school well into the
future. Dorrie’s Montessori expertise and commitment to Paciﬁc Crest’s longterm sustainability make her the perfect ﬁt for our school and community.
As we began the 2016-2017 school year, one of our priorities was to hire a
Director of Finance and Operations to support Dorrie. Frank Chargualaf has
a strong skill set in non-proﬁt ﬁnance and operations, and we are excited to
pair that with Dorrie’s incredible dedication to Montessori philosophy and the
classroom experience. With the leadership of Dorrie and Frank, and the care and
dedication of our Faculty and Staﬀ, the board is excited about the future and
sustainability of the school. The board is also focused on strengthening ﬁnancial
aid and community development opportunities as well as ways to further support
program staﬀ and development. We are also preparing to embark on a strategic
plan for the school and will share opportunities for the entire community to
become engaged in guidance and planning.
Paciﬁc Crest is a world-class Montessori school. As a parent, I know there is no
beer place for my child. In some respects, our world has been more uncertain
than ever this year, but knowing our children are in a positive and intellectually
nourishing environment is comforting and ﬁlls me with hope for the future!
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Financials
Last year we addressed both short-term
needs and the long-term ﬁnancial success
of the school, allowing both current
and future families to beneﬁt from the
environment and teaching of Paciﬁc Crest.
We ended the year with income of
$2,866,968 and operating expenditure of
$2,894,707, leaving a small deﬁcit of $27,739
for the school year. We have built the
budget for 2016-2017 to break even, and will
be aiming for future stability through a mix
of tuition fees and our ongoing fundraising.
Thank you to everyone in the Paciﬁc Crest
community who took part in ensuring that
our school was and will be successful, in
particular those who volunteered their
time so willingly and those who donated
so generously at the starlight auction, to
the Annual Fund or to the Fund our Future
eﬀort. All of these contributions ensure that
our school remains strong.

Fiscal Year 2015-2016
(August 1, 2015 - July 31, 2016)

Revenue
Tuition & Fees ........................................................... $2,480,989
Fundraising .....................................................................$302,351
Farm & Other...................................................................$83,628
Total Revenue .............................................. $2,866,968

Expenses
Programs & Personnel ...........................................$2,378,458
Facilities & Equipment ................................................$310,417
Fundraising ........................................................................ $52,173

Administrative & Other
(excluding depreciation)............................................ $153,659
Total Operating Expenses ...........................$2,894,707
Operating Income..........................................................-$27,739
Captial Expenditures .................................................. $103,193

Net Income Aer Capital and Debt
Cash & Receivables ...................................................$428,444

Designated Funds
(Sport Court & Professional Development) ....... $63,206
Deferred Revenue
[Fund our Future & Prepaid Tuition] ..................$604,605

Community

“

What makes our community lively and
unique is that parents share a real
sense of ownership.
We come together to share our talents,
create events, keep traditions, and to
learn about the Montessori process.
Everyone beneﬁts from this group
work that nurtures our school. I love
that my daughters get to see this
spirit of collaboration alive within the
parent community. This opportunity to
contribute so personally has given me
a strong sense of connectedness and
deep appreciation for this place that
grows right along with my children.
Laura Skiles-Bundy
-Parent

Annual Events
Cider Making at the Farm
Cid
Elementary Campouts
At Paciﬁc Crest, we work together! Parents are active
members of the community, giving generously of their time,
talents, and support, enhancing the life of the school in
many ways.
Parents volunteer their time and many skills to help with
everything from school outings to chairing school-wide
events. For new parents, volunteering is a wonderful
opportunity to meet other families and to start forging
long lasting relationships.
In return, the school strives to support our families’ dynamic
schedules by oﬀering a robust Before & Aer Care
Program. Led by Montessori-trained staﬀ and held in a
home-like seing, this program supports lessons taught in
the classrooms. In addition, these students are treated to
frequent outings to our city’s favorite cultural and outdoor
destinations.
Our spirit of community is a powerful cornerstone of the
Paciﬁc Crest culture, making our school a wonderful and
unique place. Join us, students, teachers, staﬀ, and parents,
as we work together creating memories and weave
traditions through the fabric of the year.

Frugal Thanksgiving Lunch
Middle School Play
Middle School Retreat
Pancake Breakfast and
Talent Show
Pop-Up Arts Night
Primary Parent Teas
Spring Farm Celebration
Spring Fling Dance
Starlight Auction
Teacher Appreciation Lunch
Winter Solstice Celebration
Wreath Making and
Gingerbread House Decorating

Programs
“Paciﬁc Crest provided me with a foundation for leading a creative and
conﬁdent life. Teachers and staﬀ instilled a joy for learning, as well as the
skills necessary to be successful in any endeavor I am tasked with in school
and beyond.”
Skye Knauer, Class of 2014
-Current Ballard High School Junior and American Honors Running Start
Program at Shoreline Community College

“

help me do it by myself ’’ ...The Primary Years
The specially prepared environment for the 3 to 6 year olds
is truly a ‘Children’s House’, where movement, sensorial
exploration and independence are encouraged and
facilitated. Our multi-aged classrooms allow the children
to learn from each other while acquiring skills that foster
leadership, responsibility and conﬁdence. Waiting for
a desired activity to become available encourages the
development of patience and self-discipline.
At this stage of development, the young child is guided by
what Dr. Montessori called the ‘absorbent mind’ to take in
their environment holistically. For this reason, we carefully
select the components we introduce. Each child is shown
progressively challenging activities in practical life, sensorial,
math, language and cultural areas.
For many children, the Primary classroom is their ﬁrst
introduction to a social environment outside the home.
Our goal is to make it a welcoming experience that helps
the child with the practical skills of adapting to the culture
they live in. A small community is created where
cooperation is encouraged and individuality is
recognized. Until they begin staying for the entire
school day (‘extended day’), most lessons are given
individually, allowing each child to progress at their
own pace. Our goal is for
each child to leave the
Primary program with
reﬁned concentration
skills, self-conﬁdence
and a joy for
productive activity.

1
Number of classrooms in the ﬁrst
year of Paciﬁc Crest Montessori

14
Number of classrooms today

52
Number of families supported by
our After Care program

20
Pounds of farm vegetables that
the Primary cut for the Frugal
Lunch soup

37
Average number of outings
elementary students take
each year

38
Number of discreet materials
used to explore mathematics

273
Rolls baked by students each
November Frugal Lunch

"help me think for myself"...The Elementary Years
The Elementary program is designed according to developmental
characteristics of the child aged 6 - 12: A heightened imagination, a
reasoning mind, a deep desire to work in groups and a huge appetite
for knowledge. All this shapes a curriculum that allows the child to
investigate the great questions of this age: Where did the stars, the
Earth and everything come from? How old is the sun? How do plants
grow? How did people live in the ancient past, in deserts, in the arctic, in
wild forest?
Our Elementary program begins each year with a series of Great Lessons
that provide a broad framework within which children can organize all
of their discoveries. We introduce the beginning of the universe and its
laws, the beginning of life and its evolution, the story of human culture
and civilizations, and the development of writing and mathematics.
Through these stories and the resulting explorations, the child integrates
the sciences and humanities. The child also discovers the innumerable
gis that both nature and humanity have inherited from the work of the
elements, the cycles of living creatures and the anonymous and famous
innovators who came before us.
Increasingly drawn to work in groups, students must develop the skills
that allow for fruitful collaboration. By planning and leading outings
necessary to their own projects, children develop greater independence
in practical and social situations. They learn how to work with adults
in the broader community to ﬁnd resources, gather
information or make a diﬀerence in the lives of others.
Throughout their years in the Montessori Elementary
program, lessons and school participation encourage
creativity, independent thinking, and self-discipline as
these older children learn to balance their own needs
and interests with the needs of others.

Our aim is not merely to make the child
understand and still less to force him to
memorize, but to touch his imagination as to
enthuse him to his innermost core.”
-Maria Montessori

help me find my place in society’’

...The Adolescent Years

Maria Montessori believed adolescence to be
a time of great possibility - increased creativity,
sensitivity to beauty and justice, critical thinking
and a sensitive period for the development of a
social being. Our program recognizes the value of
both intellectual and practical work as an avenue
to self-construction and fosters the development of
the adolescent through academic study, creative
expression, practical work, and the creation of an
intentional community.
The Middle School utilizes the farm as a key part
of our curriculum. The Paciﬁc Crest Farm is an
ideal place to study the interrelationships of natural and human systems on a simpler, more
observable scale. Academic classes are also centered around a pedagogy of place, where
the elements of each discipline are studied in relation to the real world we live in. Academic
work involves participation in community projects, making connections with neighbors and
going on outings to observe the natural systems and human institutions that surround us. Our
writing program, art studio, and annual play provide students with opportunities for creative
expression. And through our Occupations program, adolescents participate in and lead
economic enterprises, acquiring concrete experience and self-suﬃciency in systems of service
and exchange that form the foundations of human society. Creating and caring for a healthy
community is an active part of the life of our Middle School students.
Through all of this, we aim to create a safe space for adolescents to practice the roles
of adulthood - with adult-like
responsibilities and work, relationships
with caring adults, and opportunities for
reﬂection.
“ Adolescence is the time, the
‘sensitive period’ when there
should develop the most noble
characteristics that would prepare a
man to be social: a sense of justice
and a sense of personal dignity.”
-Maria Montessori

Congratulating our 8th Grade Graduates!
Skye Berg, Simone Dreyer, Henry Burgess, Ella Buzzo, Isabelle Cooper, Corinne Crawford, Sienna Brockway,
Jackson Fellows, Grayson Obenauer, Oscar Olson, Maya Rice, Colette Royal, Owen Selwyn, Joshua Spagnola,
Piper Thomas, Bryce Wressell.

Schools
Ballard High School, Eastside Preparatory High School, Ingraham High School, Nathan Hale High School,
Roosevelt High School, University Prep

the farm
Since the purchase of Paciﬁc Crest
Farm in 2004, countless hours of
eﬀort have gone into renovating
the Farm, improving many of the
facilities for prolonged student visits and community events.
This hard work by students, parents, teachers, farm managers
and interns has created an organic fruit and vegetable
production business featuring
over two hundred varieties,
bringing animals to the land,
and developing an integrated
curriculum for all grade levels.
The farm has become an important rural campus for the
students and a beloved gathering place where the greater
school community can work and celebrate together.
The farm supports our educational mission, providing a working
farm and land extension of the urban campus that allows
students to participate in the entire cycle of production on the
land. It invites us into relationship with a particular ecosystem
and place where nature and human civilization meet and evolve
together.
Primary students take special outings to the farm to explore
this peaceful place with all of their senses through the changing
seasons. Elementary students visit regularly in small groups to
join in the daily work of planting, harvesting, digging, hauling
and some care of the farm animals. New studies are oen sparked by or expanded through
these farm experiences. Over time, students develop a deep connection to and love for this
rich piece of land and its unique community of lives.

105
Maria Montessori’s vision for the adolescent program is
based on living and working on a farm. The Farm meets
the developmental needs of Middle School students for
adult-like work, real and relevant experience that stretches
their understanding of the relationship between nature and
society. Middle school students visit the farm twice a week
and engage in crop production activities, harvest, food
preparation and business; as well as science investigations
and art and design projects. Through cooperative farm
work, students have opportunities to appreciate their place
in community.

Number of days students at
the farm

Paciﬁc Crest Farm is an integral part of our community, an
outdoor classroom that ﬁlls us with pride, and our students
and their families with joy.
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-Maria Montessori

Gallons of hazelnuts gathered

1,920
Pounds of salad harvested
andQuote
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4,278
Photo: Sarah Berends

“Those with hands and
no head and those with
head and no hands are
equally out of place in
the modern community.”

30

1,090
Hen eggs laid

Gratitude
We extend our deepest appreciation
to those who ensure academic
excellence and a rich community life
experience through their generous
donations and volunteer support.

