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My Dear People,
The month of February provides us with a brief
respite from all the excitement of Christmas
and the New Year. It begins with the Feast of
the Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
Temple on the 2nd. The Presentation is the
last of the three festivals of light surrounding
the birth and childhood of Christ (the other two
being Christmas and Epiphany). It commemorates the day that the holy
family took the baby Jesus to the Temple, forty days after his birth,
according to the Law, in order to offer sacrifices of praise and
thanksgiving-in their case, a pair of turtle doves was offered up. It also is
the time when our Lady underwent the traditional purification rites
following childbirth.
One of the great canticles of our tradition, the Song of Simeon, comes
from this event. The old man Simeon, along with the prophetess Anna,
saw the baby Jesus and instantly recognized him as the Messiah. Simeon
exclaimed, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according
to thy word. For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast
prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel." (BCP 51) Simeon prayed that he
would not die until he saw the Messiah. Upon seeing Jesus, he knew he
could finally go home to God.
The story of the Presentation and the Song of Simeon frame this month
well. At the beginning, we, like the holy family, are still contemplating the
mystery of our Lord's incarnation. At the end, we, like Simeon,
contemplate our own mortality. This year, twenty days after the
Presentation comes Ash Wednesday, which is the first day of the season
of Lent. On that day (February 22), we and Christians all over the world
will gather to lay our mortality and our sins on the Altar of God, as a living
sacrifice, preparing for our journey with Christ to the cross, to Calvary, and
finally to resurrection.
Blessings, Father Richard
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1 of 6

Ash Wednesday
According to the Gospels, Jesus spent forty days
fasting in the desert during which he endured
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temptation by Satan. Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of Lent, a forty day liturgical period of prayer
and fasting, and will be celebrated at Trinity on
February 22 with liturgies at 10am (spoken) and 7pm
(with music) in the Church. Both services will include the imposition of
ashes, which echoes the ancient Near Eastern tradition of throwing ashes
over one's head to signify repentance before God. We will have a pot-luck
supper at 6pm in the Buchanan Building. Please bring a simple dish to
pass and try to avoid meat and sweets as this is a solemn day of fasting.

Deacon Update
As I write this I am preparing for my CPE
(clinical pastoral education) interview at
Jefferson Hospital at the end of the week. I am
hopeful that I will begin this accelerated course
starting in May. Each week, it includes a full
day class and an overnight 14 hour clinical
rotation acting as the hospital chaplain.
Working this course around my normal job's
schedule will be a challenge. I continue with my
seminary work, which for me has been the most
challenging part of the program.
We are entering our second year of training and a new class of three
deacon postulants has just started their first year. We are all excited as
we enter a new era for the diaconate in the Diocese! We are expected to
visit many different parishes and experience the many wonderful and
varied ways of preaching God's word in the Episcopal Church and using
the Book of Common Prayer throughout the Diocese. Because of this you
may not see me as often as before. As we enter our third year in 2013 we
will be assigned to a parish for an internship, where we will be expected to
assist in Sunday services and many of their other ministries. I look
forward to all of these new experiences and challenges.
As always I ask for and am grateful for your continued prayers and
blessings. Peace and all good, Phil

Episcopal Community Services
ECS needs our help in assisting with an afterschool program which runs from 3pm to 6pm
Monday thru Friday. You can sign up for as
little or as much time as you wish. If several
people are interested we can go in teams to work with the children. There
are opportunities for tutoring as well as doing recreational activities with
the children. Please see Dottie Orr for more information if you are
interested.

Fridays in Lent
Each Friday morning during Lent we will celebrate the
Holy Eucharist in the traditional manner at 10am in the
Church. The first service is on Friday, February 24. All
are welcome!
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Lenten Learning
Each Sunday in Lent, we will have an
educational forum during coffee hour. We will
be listening to an audio-book version of Comfort
for God's People, a book which provides a
fascinating historical background for the
composition of Handel's Messiah, tracing not
only its unlikely inception but also amazing
reception throughout history. The series
includes an outing to see the Pennsylvania Ballet's translation of the
world-famous Messiah libretto to the stage. The ballet opens with a full
choir on stage followed by dancers who dramatically interpret the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus. Please join us at coffee hour or see
Father Richard for tickets.

Music Ministry
The Senior Choir began the new year with
many exciting and challenging anthems for the
Epiphany Season. Rehearsals have begun to
include music for the upcoming Lenten
season. Our choir is also working on a larger
work, "Missa Breve" by Charles Gounod, which
will be presented at the 10am Mass on April
22.
Our Bell Choir is hard at work on new music for
Lent and Palm Sunday. We will hear them perform a new anthem,
"Blessed Assurance" on February 26. The Junior Choir has rescheduled
their anthem, "Faith that's Sure", to February 12, due to the illness of
some of its members. They will start rehearsals for Lent and Easter later
this month.
We extend a special "thank you" to Peter Datos and Father Richard for
their very generous contribution to our Music Ministry; it will help to enable
our wonderful music program to continue to thrive at Trinity. Soli Deo
Gloria! Mary G. Sampson, Organist/Choirmaster

Occupy Vestry
Our Annual Parish Meeting is only two and a
half months away, so now is the time to think
about investing yourself in a leadership role at
Trinity. There are five people leaving the
Vestry this year and only one is eligible to run
again; the other four must sit off for a year.
Without a Vestry to authorize monies and to
see to the operation of the Parish we cannot
operate. So we need YOU to volunteer to
stand for a Vestry position.
Who is eligible? Any baptized person, over 21 years of age, whose
household has been a pledging member of Trinity for two years and is
reasonably regular in attendance.
What does it entail? Attendance at Vestry meetings one evening a
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month, usually the third Monday from 7-9 pm. For one three year term
that amounts to 30 meetings (we don't meet in July or August) and 60
hours total. The Vestry is extremely good about keeping the meetings on
track and to that two hour time allotment. Each Vestry member serves on
one committee of their choice with varying degrees of time commitment.
Won't someone else do it? There is no one else. We are a very small
parish in numbers so we need everyone who is able to serve.
What's in it for me? Lots. You will get a better understanding of what it
takes for Trinity to be an active parish, you'll have a direct and on-going
say in how Trinity is run, and you'll get to know better those folks serving
with you.
How do I get on the ballot? Talk to one of the following Nominating
Committee members: John Annand, Lynne Geliebter, Judy Maile, Pam
McCracken, or Mindy Weaver, and tell them that you are willing to stand
for Vestry.

Property Committee
The Property Committee has been busy
handling several problems at the parish house
over the past couple of months: there was a
crack in a soil pipe outside the women's
bathroom (this has been fixed, though we still
have to get the wall repaired), there is an
ongoing issue with the roof leaking inside the
gym and along a wall on the Disston Avenue
exit (this will be addressed in the coming
months).
The restoration of the Steeple has started and will be an ongoing project
through early spring. The vestry has voted to have Longstreth Tree
Service remove the Elm tree between the children's house and Buchanan
Building. This tree is dying and poses a threat to causing severe damage
if it is knocked down during a storm. There will be a Church work day on
Saturday March 17 at 10am - we will clean up the cemetery and clean out
the basement of the Buchanan building - please save the date.
These are just a few of the issues we are facing and I would like to
encourage any member who wants to be a part of this committee to feel
free to come to our meeting which is on February 16 at 7pm in the church
office. If you have any questions please contact me at 215-435-2737 or
email me. Peace, Chuck McGee

Vestry Highlights
As the January meeting, the Vestry discussed the
parish hall repairs, the steeple project, and the 2012
budget. We approved the bid to remove the dying tree
between the Buchanan Building and Children's House.
Our next meeting is on Monday, February 27 at 7pm in
the Buchanan Building.

Wednesdays in Lent
Each Wednesday in Lent (starting February 29), we will
say Evening Prayer at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
and then partake of a Monastic Meal, a simple meal
taken in silence while we listen to readings from the
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Bible or other appropriate texts. This is a centuries-old
practice used by religious orders to help turn attention
away from the cares of the world and toward God.

Calendar and Your Feedback
Please visit the interactive online calendar on our website that allows you to view events at Trinity by
week or month, and in a variety of formats. You can also print out the calendar in a way that works
best for you. Please also email any input for the March Trinitarian to me by February 27. Cheers,
Pete (your Trinitarian editor)

Schedule of Events
Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music and church school during the service,
followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building)
Every Sunday, Senior Choir rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building, Junior Choir rehearsal
after the 10am service in the Choir Room
Thursday, February 2, Bell Choir rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
Tuesday, February 7, Girls Friendly Society meeting at 7pm in the Children's House
Wednesday, February 8, Finance & Budget committee meeting at 7pm in the Office
Thursday, February 9, Church School meeting at 7pm in the Office
Thursday, February 9, Bell Choir rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
Tuesday, February 14, Women of Trinity meeting at noon in the Buchanan Building
Thursday, February 16, Property Committee Meeting at 7pm in the Office
Thursday, February 16, Bell Choir rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
Tuesday, February 21, Wardens' Meeting at 9:30am in the Church Office
Tuesday, February 21, Girls Friendly Society meeting at 7pm in the Children's House
Wednesday, February 22, Liturgies at 10am (spoken) and 7pm (with music) in the Church, both
including imposition of ashes; pot-luck supper at 6pm (please bring a simple dish to pass and try to
avoid meat and sweets)
Friday, February 24, Traditional Holy Eucharist at 10am in the Church
Sunday, February 26, First Sunday in Lent, educational forum during coffee hour
Monday, February 27, Vestry Meeting at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
Wednesday, February 29, Evening Prayer followed by Monastic Meal, at 6:30pm in the Buchanan
Building
Saturday, March 17, Messiah Ballet at 2pm
Palm Sunday, April 1
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Maundy Thursday, April 5
Good Friday, April 6
Easter Sunday, April 8
Forward email
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