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The Trinitarian

News, Notes and Inspiration from Trinity Church Oxford
From the Rector
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November 2011

My Dear People,
As I write this letter to you, I am attending my
first CREDO conference at the beautiful Lake
Logan Episcopal Center (pictured below) in the
mountains of North Carolina. The conference
center is in a valley surrounded by mountains
and lakes, and the colors of fall are glorious.
The majesty of God's creation is evident
everywhere!
CREDO is a conference for clergy where we examine four facets of our
lives in a holistic way, making discoveries about the spiritual, physical,
vocational and financial. It is led by a team of faculty from across the
church which includes a bishop, priests, and lay professionals. Our days
go from 7:30 a.m. on through to 9:00 p.m., when we have a time to
socialize. There is a great deal of information presented, and I look
forward to sifting through and processing it all when I get home-please feel
free to ask me about my experience. I am grateful to the Church Pension
Fund and to Trinity Church Oxford for sending me on this journey of
discovery, and to Fr. Don Graff, who will be covering for me on Sunday,
November 6. I will be back the evening of Monday, November 7, and
will be in the office that week.
The lessons I am learning here have to do with stewardship of my self and
my relationships with God, his Church and others, and I can't help but
think of our own stewardship campaign at Trinity. I would like to thank
everyone who has pledged financially to the life and witness of our parish.
If the unseasonably wintry weather kept you from church on the 30th, don't
worry! You may place your envelope in the offering plate at any time, or
simply mail it in to the office (we included a pre-addressed envelope). We
will use these cards to start the process of planning our budget for 2012
soon. Once again, thank you for your generosity. May God bless you
and yours.
Blessings, Father Richard

John Annand
Nellie Duddy
Lynne Geliebter
Rose McClarin
Pamela McCracken
Charles McGee
Victoria Sayers
Melinda Weaver
Judith Williamson

Website Resources
Calendar
History
Mission
Newsletter Archive
Photos
Sermons

All Saints Sunday
On Sunday, November 6, we will honor all Saints and
all of our loved ones who have gone home to be with
Jesus. This is a Family Sunday and members of the
Church School will be participating in the service. Many
thanks to Father Don Graff for celebrating and
preaching on this special day!

Blessing of the Animals
We observed the Feast Day of St. Francis of
Assisi on Sunday, October 9, with a traditional
blessing of the animals in the churchyard after
the 10am service. Many of our parishioners
and neighbors brought their dogs to church (we
even had a cat!) and the chickens were a big
hit - the rooster crowed almost "on cue" and a
perfect egg was laid (literally) sometime during
the mass. It was a wonderful chance to give
thanks for all the joy pets bring to our lives.

Christ the King
On Sunday, November 20, we will celebrate the Feast
of Christ the King. It marks the culmination of the long
season of Pentecost which is about mission, ministry
and life together. On this Sunday we look toward a time
when all the peoples of the earth come together under
Christ's grace-filled rule.

Community Thanksgiving
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The congregations of the Lawncrest
Ministerium will gather in the social hall of the
Philadelphia Protestant Home on Wednesday,
November 23, for a Community Thanksgiving
Service. The Salvation Army Band will present
a concert beginning at 7pm and the service will
begin at 7:30pm. The offering will support
Northeast Meals on Wheels.

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Remember to "fall back" on Saturday, November 5,
before you retire for the evening, or you will be one
hour early for Mass on Sunday! If you are early, don't
worry, we will find something for you to do.

Deacon Update
We received a thank-you card from The Simple
Way written by Valerie Anderson, who with her
husband (a pastor), are from South Africa and
staying at The Simple Way for a year. Please
visit her blog for some moving thoughts about
her experience so far. I recently attended the
Simple Way's Night of Celebration for their
quarterly magazine "Conspire." It was held at
The Oxford Circle Mennonite Church (OCMC)
on Howell Street. Father Richard is talking
with them about partnering with their non-profit,
the Christian Community Development Association. OCMC is also a
partner in the NECH which helps to staff the Dining with Dignity program
at St Mark's Frankford on Saturdays. I think it is important that we partner
with other active congregations in the area and work on programs that
help the people in our community. I spoke with Pastor Leonard Dow and
several members of their congregation. He is very excited about working
with us. Peace and all good, Phil

Diocesan Convention
On Saturday, November 5, Pam McCracken, Dottie Orr and
Vicki Sayers will attend the Diocesan Convention that will be
held again this year in the Pennsylvania Convention Center.
"Anticipating the report of the Diocesan Mission Planning
Commission, the Convention Arrangements Committee has
chosen as the theme of this year's Convention 'The Mission of the
Church.' May the 228th Convention occasion our commitment to God's
mission - the missio dei - with all new energy and creativity."

Election Day
Remember to do your civic duty and vote on Tuesday,
November 8! Our own Buchanan Building will serve as
a polling place. To find yours, please visit the
Pennsylvania Department of State website or call your
county election office.
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Episcopal Community Services
We have adopted 18 children who are 7 or 8
years old for the holidays from Episcopal
Community Services again this year. A board
will be located near the font with the name, age
and sex of the children with gift suggestions. These gifts will need to be
returned to Trinity by December 4.

Historian Honored
Our very own parishioner Mary Washington was
honored at the 75th Anniversary Gala of the Old York
Road HIstorical Society for her many contributions over
35 years. Please visit the Abington Patch to read about
Mary and Jack Washington's passion for history and
involvement in the rich legacy of our community.

Immanuel Lutheran Invitation
Our neighbors at Immanuel Lutheran Church
have invited us to their annual Pork &
Sauerkraut Dinner (hot dogs available too)
which will take place on November 12 from 4 to
7pm, and will feature German music by accordionist Don Bitterlich.
Tickets are $12 for adults, $6 for children, and will be available at the
door. Immanuel is located at 1013 Cottman Street. Please call (215)
342-8203 if you have any questions.

Leaf Raking Extravaganza
Please join us in our historic churchyard on
Saturday, December 3 from 9:30am to noon
(rain date December 10) for the annual raking
of the leaves. All are welcome! Krispy Kreme
Doughnuts along with hot chocolate and coffee
will be served in the morning, lunch around
noon. We are very much in need of paper leaf
bags - please bring them to church between
now and the big day. Please visit our website
to see pictures of last year's festivities.
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commemoration of All Saints Sunday on November 6. They have learned
a new anthem: "In that Happy Land". During the rest of the month and into
December, our young choir will be practicing a new Christmas anthem, as
well as the traditional hymns for Christmas Eve.
The Senior Choir has sung many beautiful anthems and enriched our
Service Music for the past month. They have recently begun rehearsals
for Lessons and Carols on December 11, and the Christmas Eve Concert
on December 24. It is not too late to join the choir. Rehearsals are held for
one hour on Sunday morning, prior to the 10am service. Our choir is
amazing and there is always a place for you! Mary Sampson,
Organist/Choirmaster

Music Sponsors Needed
For the past 15+ years, Trinity has had an
outstanding music program. This is due partly to
the fact that we are able to secure the services of
four section leaders, all of whom hold music
degrees, in our Senior Choir. In order to maintain
this high quality of music in our worship services, we are asking for
sponsors to help offset the cost of the stipends for our soloists. Each week
the church must pay $280 for their services. This includes both our
rehearsal time and the time spent during our worship at 10am. Because
our financial contributions are no longer able to support the entire choir
year, we need your help. Donations of $25 or more will be gratefully
accepted for our Music Ministry on any particular Sunday or Holy Day.
This would be a wonderful way to honor a friend or family member on a
Birthday or Anniversary, or to remember a Loved One who has passed
away. Your contribution will be acknowledged in our church bulletin.
Please specify "Music Sponsor" on the memo line of your check and the
date for which it is intended, along with the name of the person you are
honoring. May God bless you for your generosity! Mary Sampson,
Organist/Choirmaster

Philadelphia Protestant Home
Trinity has requested the names of three residents of
the Protestant Home with whom we can share the
Christmas Spirit. These residents are those who do not
have family close by or anyone at all to remember them
at Christmas time. These names will also be placed on
the board for Trinity people to take and purchase an
item of clothing that has been requested.

Remembrance Sunday
We will have a special service of remembrance on
Sunday, November 13, honoring those who died in the
service of our country in the armed forces, as well as
first responders such as fallen firefighters, police and
EMT's. If you know of any veterans or someone who is
currently serving, please invite them to this special
service of remembrance and thanksgiving.

Stewardship
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Some thought from the Roman Catholic Diocese of San
Diego... "My church is composed of people like me. I
help make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am. Its
pews will be filled, if I help fill them. It will do great
work, if I work. It will make generous gifts to many
causes, if I am a generous giver. It will bring other
people into its worship and fellowship, if I invite and
bring them. It will be a church of loyalty and love, of
fearlessness and faith, and a church with a noble spirit, if I, who make it
what it is, am filled with these same things. Therefore, with the help of
God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the things that I want
my church to be."

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
When you are getting together your food donations this
month, please think of Thanksgiving foods or give a
cash donation to cover the cost of perishable items.
Also if you are able to donate a Turkey, please let us
know. Please bring your donations to church on
Sunday, November 20. The GFS will do the shopping
and pack the baskets in time for them to be delivered to
the Crossan and Moore Schools. We need volunteers to help us deliver
these food boxes. Please see Dottie Orr for more information.

Vestry Highlights
At the October meeting of the vestry, we did not have a
quorum due to absences caused by vacations and
illnesses. Therefore, we did not vote to accept any of
the reports or other business, but we did discuss the
lease agreement with our tenant, Oxford Child Care
Center, Inc. It is being renewed, and the tenant has
asked to make improvements to the outdoor play area,
for which she has received a grant. She also informed us that the city has
mandated that she obtain a second dumpster for recyclables, and that
both dumpsters be enclosed by a fence, at her expense. Details of those
projects are currently being ironed out. We will take up our unfinished
business at the November 21 meeting at 7pm in the Buchanan Building.

Women of Trinity
Due to the election day, the Women of Trinity meeting is
rescheduled to the following Tuesday, November 15, at
noon. We will be putting together a Thanksgiving
basket, which will be given to a needy family in the
area. For more information concerning this meeting,
please email Nellie Duddy or call her at (215) 745-3739.

Calendar and Your Feedback
Please visit the interactive online calendar on our website that allows you to view events at Trinity
by week or month, and in a variety of formats. You can also print out the calendar in a way that
works best for you. Please also email any input for the December Trinitarian to me by November
27. Cheers, Pete (your Trinitarian editor)

Schedule of Events

6 of 8

Every Sunday, Mass at 8am (spoken) and 10am (with music and church school during the service,
followed by coffee hour in the Buchanan Building)
Every Sunday, Senior Choir rehearsal at 8:45am in the Buchanan Building, Junior Choir rehearsal
after church in the Choir Room
Tuesday, November 1, Girls Friendly Society at 7pm in the Children's House
Saturday, November 5, Diocesan Convention from 8am to 5pm at the Pennsylvania Convention
Center
Sunday, November 6, Family Sunday and All Saints Celebration at Trinity
Thursday, November 10, Church School Meeting at 7pm in the Church Office
Thursday, November 10, Bell Choir rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
Sunday, November 13, Remembrance Sunday
Tuesday, November 15, Wardens' Meeting at 9:30am in the Church Office
Tuesday, November 15, Women of Trinity meeting at noon in the Buchanan Building
Tuesday, November 15, Girls Friendly Society at 7pm in the Children's House
Thursday, November 17, Property Committee meeting at 7pm in the Church Office
Thursday, November 17, Bell Choir rehearsal at 7:30pm in the Church
Sunday, November 20, Christ the King Sunday
Monday, November 21, Vestry Meeting at 7pm in the Buchanan Building
Tuesday, November 22, Girls Friendly Society at 7pm in the Children's House
Sunday, November 27, First Sunday of Advent
Wednesday, November 30, Finance Committee meeting at 7pm in the Church Office
Saturday, December 3, Annual Leaf-Raking Extravaganza at 9:30am in the Churchyard (rain date:
December 10)
Sunday, December 11, Advent Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 18, Children's Christmas Pageant & Greening of the Church
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve Services
Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day!
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