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~Northeast Philadelphia’s Neighborhood Parish Since 1698~
My Dear
People,
As we begin
the secular
New Year on
January 1, let
us not forget
that we are
still celebrating the great feast
of Christmas! We all know
the old song about the twelve
days, and aside from the
drummers drumming and the
maids-a-milking, there are
some important spiritual observances that take place during this brief season. Of
course, December 25 marks
the birth of Christ. December 26 is the Feast of St.
Stephen, when Good Kind
Wenceslas “went out”; December 27 is the Feast of St.
John the Apostle; December
28 is the Feast of the Holy
Innocents, when the Church
remembers the babies who
were slaughtered by King
Herod’s soldiers; January 1 is
the Feast of the Circumcision, which is important because it points out that

though Jesus is fully divine,
being also fully human, he
submitted himself completely
to the Jewish Law; January 2
is my birthday (not so spiritual, just an fyi); January 3 is
the Feast of the Holy Name
of Jesus; and January 6 is the
Feast of the Epiphany, which

gold, frankincense, and
myrrh will be blessed. We
will also be blessing and distributing chalk which you
may take home to make the
insignia of the three Magi
over your door. The prayer to
be said and the manner of
making the mark will be included in that evening’s service paper. The blessed chalk
will also be available the following Sunday.
Another ancient tradition of
the Church is the blessing of
homes at Epiphany. This is a
lovely ceremony which involves the priest coming to
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is important because the
three Magi were the first Gentiles to come and worship
Christ.
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The Pledge Report

your home and blessing every
room. Please call me at the
church office if you would
like to have your home
blessed. I will be happy to do
so!
The season of Epiphany will
carry through most of the
month of January. It ends at
sundown on January 30.
Sunday, January 31, marks
Septuagesima, or seven
Sundays out from Passion
Sunday, March 21, which is
the last Sunday in Lent.

Pledges Expected: Jan-Nov 2009

$77,916.67

Pledges Received: Jan-Nov 2009

$74,953.35

$ Shortfall

$2,963.32

% Shortfall

3.80 %

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
At its meeting on December 14, 2009, the Vestry:


Learned that the Oxford Child Care Center was deeply in arrears with its rent and utility payments. The Vestry charged
the Secretary to the Vestry with writing a letter to OCCCI expressing its disappointment at this turn of
events, its expectations for OCCCI to come current
with regards to rent and utility payments, and a
timetable for doing so. The Vestry regrets having to
take this course of action, as it has worked diligently
and in good faith with OCCCI to help the Day Care
weather the difficult financial climate. However, the
Vestry’s primary duty is to see to the good stewardship
of Trinity’s property, and there seems to be no other
recourse at this time.



Reviewed the proposed 2010 budget, which shows a deficit of
approximately $70,000. The Vestry moved to continue
the 2009 budget into January 2010, when the 2010
budget will come under review by both the Finance
Committee and the Vestry.



Discussed and approved Trinity’s 2010 Pledge to the Diocese.
The pledge to the Diocese is slightly less than last year’s
pledge, due to the past year’s fiscal climate.

But for now, enjoy the feast,
be merry, cherish the time
you have with your family.
May you have a joyous
Christmas and a blessed
Epiphany.
Affectionately your Friend
and Pastor,

~L. Stephanie Smith, Vestry Member
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PROPERTY REPORT
“Rain, rain, go away, come
again another day” - The new
mantra of the Property Committee.
Church Amen Corner –
Russell Roofing submitted
estimates to repair worn shingles on the west side of the
Amen Corner. It was recommended that we investigate
the possible removal of the
unused brick chimney, which
may be adding to the reoccurring leakage problems in that
area. (You will see how the
roof lines intersect on the
model of the Church in the
Buchanan Building.)
We
need to investigate this further before spending more
money on the roof.
Parish House Auditorium –
Water is overflowing the
gutters on both sides of building.
Water has caused
damage to interior plaster
walls in these areas, as well as
to the exterior wood fascia
supporting the gutters.
Chrisman was contacted to
clean gutters but is behind
schedule.

“new” Jansen Building roof
due to a downspout clogged
by a plastic water bottle. The
bottle was removed. Russell
Roofing was called to make
sure no damage was made to
the roof.
Downspouts - Parish House
and Jansen Building downspouts are clogged and need
to be cleared. Weiderman
has been contacted to
“snake” the downspouts.
Drainage Pits – Drainage pits
adjacent to Church and
Buchanan Building are filled
with debris and need to be
professionally cleaned out to
allow for drainage of runoff.
(This likely is a cause of ongoing water problems in BB
basement.)
Cemetery Wall – Sections of
the Longshore Avenue wall
appear to have shifted, most
likely due to saturated
ground. Need to get pricing

to stabilize wall.
Non-water Related Issues:
1. Parish House boiler repairs have been made and
seem to be working
(fingers crossed!).
2. New wrought iron grab
bars are on order and are
to be installed at both the
West and South doors of
the Church. (Hopefully
they will be installed by
the time you read this!)
3. A new portable aluminum
ramp to better facilitate
wheel chairs is also on
order.
We have plenty more items
on our “To-Do” List for 2010.
The next Property Committee Meeting is scheduled for
Wed., Jan. 13th at 7:00 pm in
the Buchanan Building.
If you are unable to attend
Wednesday night meetings
and have a suggestion for an
alternate meeting time, please
inform me or Fr. Robÿn. All
are welcome and the more
the merrier!
Respectfully submitted,
~Pam McCracken
Property Committee Chair

Jansen Building – While
investigating a heating issue,
Elliott Lewis reported that
water had pooled on the
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Worship and Events at Trinity
January 2010
Christian Education &
Worship
January Worship Schedule
People of all faith traditions, even
none at all, are welcome to attend
Mass at Trinity. Please join us!
Sundays:
7:30 am Morning Prayer
8:00 am Holy Eucharist
(spoken)
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
(with choir)
Sunday School for children is
available during the 10 am
Service
Wednesday, January 6th
(Feast of the Epiphany):
7:00 pm Sung Mass with
hymns & blessing of
the gifts of the Magi at
the crèche.
January Lesson Calendar
These are the Bible readings
appointed for the Sundays in
January.
Jan. 3: The Most Holy Name
of Jesus (II Christmas)
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 84:18; Acts 4:8-12, Luke 2:21.

Jan. 24: III Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;
Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians12:1231a; Luke 4:14-21.

The Trinitarian: Submissions
for the February issue are due
January 1, 2010 to:

Jan. 31: Septuagesima
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6;
1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke
4:21-32.

Vestry Meeting: Monday,
January 18, 2010 in the
Buchanan Building at 7pm

Activities & Events at
Trinity
Bell Choir: Resumes in Lent
(February)
Jr. Choir: Rehearsals in the
Church after the Sunday 10
am Mass—Jan. 10, 17, 24, &
31
Sr. Choir: Rehearsals in the
Buchanan Building on Sundays at 8:45 am; Sing at the 10
am Mass— Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24,
& 31
*NOTE: Sing at the Jan. 6,
7pm Mass.
Property Committee:
Wednesday, January 13, in the
Buchanan Building at 7pm

Jan. 10: The Baptism of Our
Lord (I Epiphany)
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; Acts
8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22.
Jan. 17: II Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;
1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 21-11.
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trinitarianeditor@yahoo.com

Outreach Events
Alcoholics Anonymous Mtgs:
Sunday Nights, 7:00PM-9:30
PM ; Location: Buchanan
Building.
Narcotics Anonymous Mtgs:
Friday Nights, 7:30PM-9:00PM
Location: Buchanan Building.
Saturday Nights, 12:00 MIDNIGHT Location: Buchanan
Building.

Trinity Leaf Raking Was Fun!
Thanks to the many volunteers who helped to make our
Leaf Raking Day a success despite the overcast weather.
We had a good head start on raking from community
service workers who filled about 75 bags the week before
the big day. On December 5th we had fantastic help
from Cub Scout Pack 321, their parents and volunteers
from St. Matthew School, who made the job of filling
almost 300 more paper bags look easy! Thank you to
everyone who donated leaf bags – you saved us over $100.
Trinity parishioners who blew, raked, packed, pulled wagons and took the leaves to the curb
included: Paul Graf, Judy Maile, Mark Maile, Sarah Putterman, Alex Putterman, Maddie Putterman, Aaron Putterman, Stephanie Smith, Patrick Smith, Ian Smith, Ronan Smith, Bob
Miller, Matt Miller, Amanda Miller, Fr. Robyn, Pete Datos, Mindy Weaver, Lynne Geliebter,
and Pam McCracken. Special thanks to Dottie Orr who performed her magic in the kitchen
and kept us fueled with hot chocolate, donuts, hot dogs and sodas. We couldn’t have done it
without everyone’s help and prayers that kept the rain at bay!

Regarding the Rector

“Father Knows”
Q: Who is the Holy Spirit? —Submitted by Ronan Smith

I’m hoping that Father Robÿn has a Calliope and a
Merry-Go-Round squirreled away in his collection
of antique, mechanical, musical instruments. If
you got that question correct, kudos. Now let’s see
where his vacation travels have led him.

A: One way that Christians try to understand God is as
The Holy Trinity--the Father (the Creator), the Son
(Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit. These are not three
separate gods, but the same God. It is helpful for us in
our limited understanding to think of the three persons as three ways that God is God. The Holy Spirit is
thought of as the wisdom and power of God. God
gave the Church his wisdom and power on the day of
Pentecost. It is the Holy Spirit who works through the
bishops (the successors to the 12 Apostles), when they
ordain new priests. It is the Holy Spirit who works
through priests when they consecrate the bread and
wine during the Mass and when they pronounce blessings in the name of God. And it is the Holy Spirit
who works in all of us (lay and ordained) when we pray
and listen for God's voice. One can think of the Holy
Spirit as the person of the Trinity who is active whenever we are doing something powerful as a Church, or
when we are receiving divine revelation (that is, when
God is telling us something).

Father Robÿn’s favorite past vacation was to
___________.
A. The Holy Land
B. The Greek Islands
C. Polebridge, Montana
D. Machu Picchu, Peru

Fr. R. J. Robÿn
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Advent & Christmas Memorials
Christmas Flowers

Irene Styffe; Jessica and Joan Annand in
thanksgiving for The Rev. Noble Smith and The
Rev. Lewis Mills; John and Wendy Gilbert in
thanksgiving for Luke and Sarah; Harry and Donna
Woods in thanksgiving for Corey and Christian;
Berenice Glatthorn in loving memory of loved ones.
Advent and Christmas Music

Joe and Judy Williamson in loving memory of
Lincoln Maclain; Chuck and Chris Claypoole in
loving memory of Harold and Shirley Claypoole;
Fred and Dottie Orr in thanksgiving for Corey,
Christian, Luke and Sarah; Ruth Banks and Verna
Kahrklin in loving memory of all our loved ones;
Amy Furlong in thanksgiving for George and John;
Father Richard Robÿn and Peter Datos in loving of
Edith Rice; Danielle, Ron, Jaci and Devon in loving
memory of Patricia Daulerio; Dean and Joanna
Smith in loving memory of Harry and Dorothy
Smith; Dean and Joanna Smith in thanksgiving for
our daughters, Laura and Nadine; Paul Graf in
loving memory of Herman and Kate Graf; Edith
Dersch in loving memory of Mary and Fred Dersch;
Susan O’Donnell in loving memory of the Amos
and O’Donnell families; Sue Fillman in
loving memory of Susanna Kirk Millan;
Pam McCracken in loving memory of
Thomas McCracken, Jr.; John and Mary
Sampson in thanksgiving for our grandchildren: Cadence and Claire; Peg Lavelle in loving memory of Peggy Falkenhain Bytheway and
Michael Falkenhain; Henry and Clara D’Amico in loving memory of all deceased family members and in thanksgiving for family and friends;
Kathryn Rampson in loving memory of her husband, Richard F. Rampson, and her parents, William J. and Elizabeth E. Dougherty; George Gallagher in loving memory of Marion Gallagher; The
Maile family in loving memory of loved ones; Harold Harrison in loving memory of loved ones; Ann
Truesdale in loving memory of Robert Truesdale;
Ann Truesdale in loving memory of Gail Truesdale;
Sylvia Longman in loving memory of Jack, my
loving husband; Sylvia Longman in thanksgiving for
my family; Mr. and Mrs. John Spadea in loving
memory of loved ones; Tom and Nellie Duddy in
loving memory of Eleanor Lewis and Noble Smith;
John and Lois Annand in loving memory of Sarah,
Oscar and Willam Felke; John and Lois Annand in
loving memory of John and Donald Annand; John
and Lois Annand in loving memory of Carl and

Joe and Judy Williamson in thanksgiving for our
children and grandchildren; Fred and Dottie Orr in
loving memory of William and Nancy Snyder and
Alfred and Grace Orr; Amy Furlong in thanksgiving
for John, George and Karma; Peter Datos and
Father Richard Robÿn in loving memory of Mary
Datos; Suzanne and Chuck in loving memory or
Patricia Daulerio; Dean and Joanna Smith in loving
memory of Robert and Dorothy Bitterman; Paul
Graf in loving memory of Herman and
Kate Graf; John and Mary Sampson in
thanksgiving for our children and
grandchildren, and for our 35th Wedding Anniversary; Pam McCracken in
loving memory of John and Rosina Busvine; Susan O’Donnell in thanksgiving
for the Henderson family; Henry and
Clara D’Amico in loving
memory of
all Trinity Oxford Friends and in
thanksgiving for our Musical Director, Mary
Sampson; Marjorie D. Tucker in loving memory of
Jane, James and William Dunstan; John and Wendy
Gilbert in loving memory of Nancy Snyder, Alfred
and Grace Orr; Harry and Donna Woods in loving
memory of Eleanor Edwards and Nancy Snyder;
George Gallagher and Karen Stoner in loving memory of Holly Stoner; The Maile family in loving
memory of loved ones; Harold Harrison in loving
memory of loved ones; Mary Sampson in
thanksgiving for the choirs of Trinity; The Annand
family in loving memory of Abby D. Annand; Mr.
And Mrs. John Spadea in thanksgiving for Maggie
Spadea; John and Lois Annand in thanksgiving for
our children and grandchildren; John and Lois
Annand in thanksgiving for Eunice Annand on her
105th birthday.
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Trinity Church, Oxford’s Odds & Ends

I hereby publish the banns of marriage
between
Scott Theodore Yuhnke
and
Laurie Michelle Tuttle.
If anyone knoweth any reason why this
marriage ought not to take place, thou art
bidden to declare it.
This is the second time of asking.
The Rev'd Richard J. Robÿn

The Sunday School and Youth Group put on a
fabulous Christmas Pageant! Check out more
pictures and the YouTube link on Trinity’s web site:
It looks like the church was not
the only thing that was
decorated on Sunday,
December 20, 2009.

www.trinitychurchoxford.org
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Trinity Church, Oxford
6901 Rising Sun Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111

Trinity Church, Oxford
Oxford Avenue at Longshore
Philadelphia, PA 19111
Telephone: 215‐745‐6114
Fax: 215‐745‐1258
email: trinitychurchoxford@gmail.com
www.trinitychurchoxford.org

Our Staff
The Reverend Richard J. Robÿn, Rector
Mary Sampson, M.A., Organist/Choirmaster
Chris Claypoole, Secretary
Michael Pacillio, Sexton

Our Vestry
Dorothy Orr (‘10), Rector’s Warden
Judith Maile (‘12), Accounting Warden
Lorraine Henry (’11), Secretary
Lynne Geliebter (’12)
Angela Lyons (‘11)
Pamela McCracken (’12)
Robert Miller (’12)
Jeffrey Pyle (’10)
L. Stephanie Smith (‘10)
Melinda Weaver (’11)
Lois Annand, Treasurer

Worship Services
7:30 AM

Morning Prayer

8:00 AM

Holy Eucharist

10:00 AM

Holy Eucharist

Church School
10:00 AM

Classes during the academic year.

Interim Trinitarian Editor
The Church Building is Wheelchair Accessible

L. Stephanie Smith, trinitarianeditor@yahoo.com
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