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Gillian Humphreys OBE
Founder & Artistic Director
Music is important not only for
the musicians themselves...
but also for the people that it
touches in the audience, the way
that it challenges people to look
outside their normal lives and see
something exciting in the world of
the arts.
Catherine East
Founder Trustee

Natasha Day
Concerts & Development
Manager

It gives me such pleasure to have this opportunity to share my thoughts and future
dreams with you.
The past months have simply flown by and we all appreciate the joy that our mission at
Concordia brings to so many. The Healing Power of Music has always been at the very
heart of our work as seen in our hospitals, schools and in our exciting and busy concert
schedule. The heart-stopping brilliance and integrity shown by our Artists from around
the world and studying here fills me with hope for the future.
Concordia was built from my international career and we continue to reach out from the
heart of London with our Trustees, Friends and Sponsors at the centre of our commitment
of building bridges of excellence and friendship through the arts.
Our very special 21st Anniversary Christmas concert was a truly wonderful success and
I want to thank you all so much for your kind letters and response to our future plans and
The Way Forward with Natasha Day and John Savournin taking the reins.
It is always encouraging to follow our Artists and their successes worldwide. I was delighted
that two of our international Ambassadors, pianists Bobby Chen and Emmanuel Despax,
presented such high profile projects for the Foundation - Bobby invited Concordia last
December to be part of his Overseas Masters Winter Piano Academy with a concert
for young international children at the Yehudi Menuhin School, featuring Natasha Day
soprano and David Malusà piano. In March this year, Emmanuel presented a stunning
Handel and Chopin concert for us at St Paul’s Church, Covent Garden and I am sure you
will enjoy the review in this newsletter by Richard Stirling.
We look forward very much to your continuing support and friendship for Natasha and
John as you will follow our busy schedule and diary of events during the year.

It has been a thrilling whirlwind of six months, getting to know existing and new Friends,
Supporters and Musicians. Following our auditions, we are proud to introduce you to
a splendid roster of Concordia Artists, showcasing their talents over 2017/2018 in our
range of top London venues.
Summer is full of wonderful music-making and we hope to see you on 22nd May at
the Concordia Prizewinners Concert in association with the Worshipful Company of
Musicians at the Wigmore Hall. On 26th May, we continue our series at the National
Portrait Gallery with ‘Masquerade - a musical journey behind the Mask’, referencing
a variety of works of Fine Art. We return to Benjamin Franklin House on July 11th with
Flauguissimo Duo’s fascinating programme, ‘In Jane Austen’s Music Room’, marking
the 200th anniversary of the writer’s death.
I am full of passion for Concordia and the work that we achieve in hospitals, care homes
and schools. The incredible and touching feedback received is evidence of the positive
impact that the Foundation has on so many lives - I have included quotes from patients
within this newsletter.
Thank you again for sharing our commitment and determination in helping others and
for your wonderful support.

Concert Diary
2017

May

June (contd)

September (contd)

Wednesday 3rd May

Friday 9th June

Thursday 7th September

11.30am

1.10pm

1.00pm

UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre

St James’s Church, Piccadilly

Chelsea & Westminster Hospital

Andrey Lebedev guitar

Louise Cournarie piano

Matthew Palmer baritone

Thursday 4th May

July

Thursday 14th September

1.00pm

Wednesday 5th July

1.00pm

Chelsea & Westminster Hospital

11.30am

New North London Synagogue

Daniel Shao flute

UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre

Ning See piano

Dominic Doutney piano
Thursday 6th July

Monday 18th September

Tuesday 9th May

1.00pm

1.00pm

2.00pm

Chelsea & Westminster Hospital

St Martin-in-the-Fields

Tuesday 11th July

October

7.00pm

Wednesday 4th October

Friday 12th May

Benjamin Franklin House

11.30am

1.10pm

36 Craven Street WC2N 5NF

UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre

St James’s Church, Piccadilly

Flauguissimo Duo

Ning See piano

Nicole Crespo O’Donoghue violin

guitar flute

BALC (Synagogue & Pavilion)
Charis Hanning piano

Thursday 5th October

Mark Kinkaid piano
Friday 21st July

1.00pm

Monday 22nd May

1.10pm

Chelsea & Westminster Hospital

7.30pm

St James’s Church, Piccadilly

Wigmore Hall

Jenny Stafford soprano

Monday 16th October

Concordia Prizewinners’ Concert

Michael Waldron piano

1.10pm

in association with the
Worshipful Company of Musicians

St James’s Church, Piccadilly

August
Wednesday 2nd August

November

Friday 26th May

11.30am

Wednesday 1st November

6.30pm

UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre

11.30am

National Portrait Gallery

UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre

‘Masquerade - a musical journey

Thursday 3rd August

behind the Mask’

1.00pm

Thursday 2nd November

Chelsea & Westminster Hospital

1.00pm

Jenny Stafford soprano

Chelsea & Westminster Hospital

1.00pm

Wednesday 23rd August

Friday 17th November

Chelsea & Westminster Hospital

1.10pm

1.10pm

Urška Horvat cello

St James’s Church, Piccadilly

St James’s Church, Piccadilly

Francesca Fierro piano

Urška Horvat cello

Ducasse Trio

Francesca Fierro piano

violin clarinet piano

11.30am

September

Tuesday 28th November

UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre

Wednesday 6th September

1.00pm

Phillip Leslie piano

11.30am

St Martin-in-the-Fields

UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre

In Memory of Barbara Baxter

Bartosz Głowacki accordion

Annie Yim piano

June
Thursday 1st June

Wednesday 7th June

Thursday 8th June
1.00pm

World Premiere by Matt Edwards

New North London Synagogue

1.10pm

Arcana Ensemble trio

St James’s Church, Piccadilly

dedicated to Barbara

Young Audiences

Keeping music alive in schools through integration.
Concordia’s Young Audiences Projects - last year, and this.
Last November, the Concordia Foundation presented ‘Around the World in 80 Fifes’ - a
project that was an extension of their ongoing Fife’s project, including a final performance
at Wilton’s Music Hall, that classes from four schools in the Tower Hamlets area attended.
This was preceded by a series of workshops, at which the children from each school
learnt to play the fife and made their own fifes from recycled materials. The project leader,
Abigail Burrows, devised a structure for a staged narrative that hinged around the story of
a pompous flute player, ‘Arrogant Jack’, who travelled the world to discover other types of
flute to see if there were any better than his (only to be proved wrong, of course!) and the
children’s preparations were integrated into the narrative so that they were part of the story.
This is an example of what has been so special of Concordia’s Young Audiences Projects
to date; performances that integrate the children, so that they really engage with music but also drama and theatre in general. It is this aspect of Concordia’s projects that really
helps establish future music lovers, theatre lovers and Arts professionals for the future.

From top left: John Savournin
Education Manager
Concordia Foundation;
‘Around the World in 80 Fifes’
Wilton’s Music Hall
14th November 2017
Project leader, Abigail Burrows,
with a participant; children playing
their fifes.

We are proud to announce
that Concordia will also be
supporting two educational
summer Young Audiences
projects: ‘Noah’s Flydde’ at
Nevill Holt Opera and ‘Over
There!’ at The London English
Song Festival at Wilton’s Music
Hall. Both wonderful events
focus on engaging children and
bring music to those who may
not otherwise have had access
to it.

This autumn, we’re bringing several aspects of the performing arts together in the form of
Opera. Originally conceived at Opera North, and brought to Concordia by kind permission,
we’re going to take not one, but two, boroughs of eight schools into the magical woodland
world of gingerbread and witches of Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel. This ‘WhistleStop’ production, where we whip through the story in less than an hour, will expose the
children to the operatic form and also has participation opportunity through song, arts
and crafts and drama. The narrator figure, the Sandman, will guide our young audiences
through the story, inviting them to use their imaginations (in a collective ‘day-dream’) to
create the story as we go along, inviting them to really invest in the characters’ journey.
We’ll be taking this production, which involves four professional singers and accordionist,
into the heart of the schools themselves. Each will be preceded by workshops that
prepare them for the performances through exploring the original story, learning some
of the music and maybe even making their own contributions to the witch’s house.
I’m very excited about the potential long term; being able to take this, and similar projects,
into more and more schools in the future. We will continue to do our bit to integrate and
expose as many children as possible to the Arts while they are young, so that they aren’t
alien to them as they grow up.

Concordia Concerts
Concordia at the Yehudi Menuhin School
Bobby Chen
International Pianist & Concordia Ambassador

The brilliant soprano Natasha Day with her pianist,
David Malusà, representing the Concordia Foundation,
came to the Yehudi Menuhin School on Wednesday 21st
December to offer an evening recital of works by Schubert,
Dvorak, Chopin and Verdi - an event put together by the
Overseas Masters Winter Piano Academy for Asian piano
students. The recital was in the Recital Room and with her
wonderful stage manner and flawless delivery, Natasha
delivered a technically sound performance, replete with
judicious understanding of each work’s special character,
never for one moment misjudging the particular acoustics
of this intimate concert space, sensitively supported
throughout by David. The room was therefore charmed
to the rafters, with Concordia Foundation’s Founder and
Artistic Director, Gillian Humphreys OBE, in attendance
up in the balcony. After the recital, both Natasha and
David addressed the fascinated audience, some of
whom were as young as 9 or 10 years old, all hailing
from Malaysia, Singapore and Vietnam. This special visit
brought back memories of the unique connection Gillian
Humphreys had with the late Lord Yehudi Menuhin, who
in 1995 was Concordia Foundation’s very first patron.
Emmanuel Despax Plays Handel and Chopin for
Concordia
Richard Stirling
Concordia International Project Director
Sometimes, things really can be as good as one
remembers. Several years ago, Gillian Humphreys and
I went with the fledgling Emmanuel Despax to Majorca,
following performances at the National Portrait Gallery
and Arts Club, with our recital show Winter in Majorca.
Using George Sand’s memoir of the same title as
inspiration, this examined her relationship with Chopin,
during their stay there from December 1838 to February
1839. The piece interpolated as much of Chopin’s music
written on the island as possible, including Prélude No. 7
and Ballade in F-major, Op.38. Despax was even then a
virtuoso and the experience at the Carthusian Monastery

of Valldemossa was made the more extraordinary
because we performed in the concert hall next door to
the cell in which Chopin and Sand hid from the inclement
weather (and unappreciative Majorcans) of the time.
The fact that Chopin’s reputation has always sustained
passing fashion is, I think, due to the muscular
invention beneath the ornament of the music.
And this, I was thrilled to hear from the Concordia
Foundation concert in St Paul’s Church, is something
that Despax continues to convey very well. The
surprise, delight and (at times) alarm of the 24 Etudes
were evident in the myriad colours and textures of
his playing, plangent one moment, fiery the next. The
Etudes are a well-known showcase for a talented
musician, but Despax, young enough to have decades
of performing still ahead, has already secured a
vibrant hold on them, both disciplined and imaginative.
Following the dazzling wit and energy of Handel’s Chaconne
in G Major, the concert was just over an hour of the most
civilising and enlivening order – combining memories of a
previous Concordia success with enjoyment of a new one.
I had a fantastic time performing at St Paul’s Church
for the Concordia Foundation to celebrate the release
of my new Chopin album. The Fazioli piano sounded
beautiful in this space and it is always a pleasure to play
in front of such an attentive and responsive audience.
Gillian Humphreys and Natasha Day at Concordia
have helped so many young artists over the years and
I am very grateful for their support and collaboration.
Emmanuel Despax
International Pianist & Concordia Ambassador

Left: Natasha Day soprano and Ong Weng Yee piano from Singapore
The Yehudi Menuhin School, 21st December 2016
Right: Emmanuel Despax piano & Gillian Humphreys OBE
St Paul’s Church, Covent Garden,18th March 2017

Healing Power of Music
A special focus on one of our HPM series venues,
UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre
On the first Wednesday of every month since December
2014, the Concordia Foundation has delighted listeners
at UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre with beautiful live
music, providing the unique opportunity for young
Artists to perform in the hospital’s main space and in
the chemotheraphy ward. This concert series has been
extremely rewarding for patients, staff, carers, visitors and
Concordia Artists alike.
Artists from UK music conservatoires and young
professionals perform programmes carefully selected to
appeal to a wide audience, including light classics and
popular repertoire.
Patient Feedback 2017:

Music is a great healer and lifts you up,
so that you forget for a moment
where you are and the place you are in
with your health.
It’s brilliant to listen to such
good musicians.
Exceptional music!
Music really relaxes me after an
intensive and difficult clinic. Thank you.
Wonderful expression something forgotten today.
I was really moved by the comments I received at the
UCH Macmillan Cancer Centre. The music means
so much to the patients and their families and helps
them forget their troubles for a bit and momentarily
enter another world. The Concordia Foundation series
is incredibly important and has taught me a lot about
performing to different audiences. The feeling one gets
knowing that you’re helping people feel better, even for
just a minute, is an amazing one!
Tomos Xerri, harp
Concordia Artist
From top:
Tomos Xerri harp, 4th January 2017
Vickers Bovey Duo guitar, 1st February 2017
Rose Hinton violin & Gamal Khamis piano, 1st March 2017

Our work is so important.
Please continue to support Concordia and
Make a World of Difference.
If you would like to donate towards our 2017
Healing Power of Music series, please visit our website
www.concordiafoundation.com
or JustGiving www.justgiving.com/concordiafoundation

Concordia at
The BRIT School

We were delighted to have Gillian as our special guest on the show
because of her commendable dedication to helping young people get
into the music industry. Students really enjoyed hearing about her
inspirational career and how she became a renowned singer who
many look up to and aspire to be like. We thought that this would be an
excellent way for The BRIT School and the Concordia Foundation to
cross paths in what we hope will be a very exciting collaboration to tie in
with the School’s BRIT Silver campaign.
Jamie Moreland, Series Producer, The BRIT Live

In March, I was encouraged to receive an
invitation from Jamie Moreland, a student
at the BRIT School in Croydon, to meet
the staff and experience their exciting
developments with music, drama and film.
I was greatly honoured to be interviewed
about my career, Concordia and working
with young people around the world for
their very first live-stream entertainment
show. It was an impressive experience.
Gillian Humphreys OBE

Candlelit Christmas
Concert 2016

This year’s Concordia Candlelit
Christmas Concert will take place on
Saturday 9th December 2017 at
St Paul’s Church, Covent Garden.

Our Candlelit Christmas Concert 2016 was a very special occasion,
marking the completion of our 21st year, attended by so many of our
wonderful Friends and Supporters.
With narrations by guest reader Sheila Reid and a wide-ranging variety
of vocal and instrumental ensembles bringing together our tremendous
cast of 17 Artists, the festive spirit was glowing. We concluded the thrilling
programme with a special arrangement of Serenade to Music by Vaughan
Williams (arr. Paul Kildea) and Bernstein’s Make our Garden Grow - pieces
that heralded our dedication to Concordia’s mission and the exciting times
ahead.
We are especially grateful to Bonnie Ward for her most generous
sponsorship of all the singers for this important event.

Top: Gillian Humphreys OBE on The BRIT Live
The BRIT School, 17th March 2017
Bottom: Company line-up, Candelit Christmas Concert
St Paul’s Church, Covent Garden, 10th December 2016

Benjamin
Franklin House
Tuesday 11th July 2017
7.00pm

‘In Jane Austen’s Music Room’
Music occupied an essential part of
Jane Austen’s life and her writing.
A keen fortepiano player and music
lover as most of her heroines, Jane
copied and compiled music of the
time into the wonderful collection
of her family music books, which
passed on for generations.
To mark the 200th anniversary of her
death, Flauguissimo Duo presents
the hidden gems from The Austen’s
Family Music Books as well as pieces
by other contemporary masters such
as Gluck, Schubert and Giuliani,
performed on beautiful period flute
and guitar from Jane Austen’s time.

Concordia
Vintage Fashion &
Theatrical Costume Sale
Friday 3rd November 2017 7.00pm
VIP Launch & Sale Preview
& Saturday 4th November 2017
10.00am - 6.00pm
Retail Day
London Film Academy, Fulham
Futher details coming soon.

Flauguissimo Duo flute guitar
Tickets: £20 including refreshments
Benjamin Franklin House 35 Craven Street WC2N 5NF
info@benjaminfranklinhouse.org
020 7639 2006

We are delighted to announce this very special two-day event, beginning
with a VIP Launch and Sale Preview at the London Film Academy in Fulham.
It will be a fantastic occasion, blending fashion and music, while supporting
Concordia.
This is your opportunity to acquire luxury couture vintage garments that
have treaded the boards during the illustrious career of Gillian Humphreys
OBE, among other superb designer pieces.
Special items include rare designs by Lagerfeld, Armani, Escada, Jaeger
and Hanae Mori. The chance is there for other performers, or collectors
of fine vintage clothing to re-purpose these outfits and, at the same time,
gather funds for the future work of the Concordia Foundation. Buy a special
piece or create your own theatrical ensemble.
If you would like to donate any suitable garments to this event,
please contact: info@concordiafoundation.com

Concordia Foundation Prizewinners Concert
in association with

The Worshipful Company of Musicians
Wigmore Hall
Monday 22nd May 2017 7.30pm

Jamal Aliyev cello with Maria Tarasewicz piano
Nicholas Mogg baritone and Jâms Coleman piano
Tickets: £20, £18, £14, £12 and £10
Wigmore Hall
36 Wigmore Street London W1U 2BP
Box Office 020 7935 2141 www.wigmore-hall.org.uk

National Portrait Gallery
Friday 26th May 2017 6.30pm

Masquerade
A journey through the ideas, problems
and fantasies of masquerading.
The programme combines an astonishing
variety of music with reflections on, and musical
contextualisation of, several pieces displayed
in the National Portrait Gallery.
Peter Foggitt piano, presenter
Natasha Day soprano
Julien Van Mellaerts baritone
Urška Horvat cello
Matt Glendening clarinet
This concert is presented by the National Portrait Gallery as part of the Late Shift free event programme.
Generously sponsored by Dasha Shenkman OBE Hon RCM
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