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For I will not venture to speak of anything except what 
Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles 

to obedience—by word and deed, by the power of signs 
and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that 
from Jerusalem and all around to Illyricum I have fulfilled 

the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and thus I make it my 
ambition to preach the Gospel, not where Christ has been 
named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation, but as it 
is written, ‘those who have never been told of Him will see, 

and those who have never heard will understand.’

Romans 15:18-21



OUR VISION
Exalting the worth of Jesus Christ

among the unreached and unengaged
at the end of the age

http://www.faimission.org/our-three-mandates/
http://www.faimission.org/our-three-mandates/


A LETTER FROM OUR FOUNDER & PRESIDENT
When Paul wrote the Romans and descibed the call and conclusions driving his 
ambitions and informing his life-orienting decisions, he was decades into the 
assignment given to him on that fateful day heading to Damascus. By then, he’d 
been to much of the region, met and mentored countless communities, and 
changed the status of untold households from “unreached” and “unengaged” to 
“reached,” “engaged,” and “discipled.” 

Through the years, Paul’s message never changed. His doctrines never
deviated. His convictions never recalibrated to match the fluctuating tempera-
ture of Roman culture. The “apostle to the Gentiles” declared the supremacy 
of Jesus to the furthest boundaries he could reach with all the mysteries of the 
Gospel he’d been appointed by heaven to teach. And he did it all for the glory of 
God and the “hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20).

Our generation stands in a unique hour of history, wherein even conservative
missiologists believe the Gospel can reach the corners of the last frontiers in 
our time. FAI is committed to contributing to the holy and historic task, with field 
personnel living and working throughout the Arab, Kurdish, and Turkish worlds to 
give a breathing witness to the precious and preeminent name of King Jesus.

This report will give you a glimpse of how our relief, training, film, and publishing 
initiatives have served our expanding local, regional, and international opera-
tions. There is much work yet to be done, but we are grateful for the grace given 
to us this year. It would not be possible without the support and solidarity of our 
international family prayerfully and financially undergirding our ministry on the 
field. Thank you for locking arms with us—for His glory.

Because Jesus,

Dalton Thomas
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OUR SEVEN CORE CONVICTIONS
PREEMINENCE

God is sovereign over all things and that His highest ambition is His Son’s preeminence in 
all things. Jesus, the “Lord of the Harvest,” has “purchased people with His blood from every 
tribe, language, people and nation” (Revelation 5:9-10).

PRAYER

Apostolic witnesses are birthed, nurtured, commissioned, and sustained in the context of 
daily, corporate, adoring, intercessory worship and prayer
(Acts 2:42-47; 13:1-3; Matthew 9:36-37).

PROCLAMATION

God has ordained preaching as the primary means by which the Gospel is to be communicat-
ed to the nations (Mark 16:15; 1 Corinthians 1:17; 1:21; Ephesians 3:7-9; 2 Timothy 2:15).

PREPARATION

It is our desire to equip missionaries with a robust eschatology and community to live, love, 
and lead in the midst of the greatest crisis and glory the earth has ever known for the glory of 
His Name (Matthew 24:4-31; Revelation 7:9-14).

POWER

Global missions require “power” from on high; therefore we pray fervently for “signs and 
wonders to be done in the Name of Jesus” for the spread of the Gospel among the unreached 
(Acts 1:8; 4:29-31; Romans 15:17-20).

PIONEERING

Reaching the unreached is a biblical and moral necessity. Missionaries must be equipped with 
the tools necessary to lay foundations where there are none (Romans 15:17-23).

PERSEVERANCE

We value short- and mid-term missions, and recognize Malachi 1:11 requires lifelong commit-
ments to magnify Christ “by life or by death” (Philippians 1:20-21).

http://www.faimission.org/core-convictions/


OUR INITIATIVES
RELIEF TRAINING FILM PUBLISHING

http://www.faimission.org/training/
http://www.faimission.org/about-fai-relief/
http://www.faimission.org/film-library/
http://www.faimission.org/about-fai-publishing/


DISCIPLESHIP
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe

all that I have commanded you.

Matthew 28:19-20

http://www.faimission.org/the-great-commission/


ANCHORED IN DISCIPLESHIP
Every FAI initiative is a means engineered to the holy end of disciple-making.
In preaching Christ where He has not been named, men and women who’ve spent 
their lives in the darkness of Gospel poverty are given the dignified opportuni-
ty to know and worship their Maker “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). These four 
initiatives support frontier communities, undergird our field personnel, and 
resource existing believers.

RELIEF

Inspired by Hudson Taylor’s medicinal and missional work throughout the interior 
provinces of nineteenth-century China, relief and humanitarian aid is grounded in 
Gospel urgency to serve Gospel-centered counter-insurgency.

TRAINING

We believe in the power of mentoring and apprenticeship. Some things must 
be taught, some things must be caught, and some things must be wrought. We 
believe in hands-on learning and development, and recognize the value of short-, 
mid-, and longterm field commitments (we encourage longterm vision).

Our annual Emmaus School of Ministry is twelve-week apprenticeship to “come 
and see” life and ministry on the field. We keep this group small (12 adults) to pro-
vide an immersive experience rotating through all our regional posts.

FILM

All our feature films and field documentaries are shot, edited, and released by 
teams who live as volunteers serving the spread of the Gospel on the frontier, 
funded largely out-of-pocket, and released for free streaming and download.

PUBLISHING

FAI’s online and forthcoming print publications exist to help resource those who 
have the Gospel while the Church finishes reaching those who don’t.

http://www.faimission.org/our-four-initiatives/


OUR REGIONS
KURDISH

An ancient Kurdish 
proverb laments 

the mountains are 
their only friends.

We want to
change that.

TURKISH

Caught between 
emerging secular-
lism and resurging 

Ottoman-era Islam, 
Turks have limited 

Gospel access.

ARAB

Nearly 2,000,000
Arab Muslims live 
in the hemorrhag-

ing war zone of the 
Middle East. Most 
have never heard 

the Gospel.



CRISIS RESPONSE
 

HUMANITARIAN AID
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ADVOCACY
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IRAQ

http://fairelief.org/iraq
https://fairelief.org/areas-of-operation/


IRAQ

16 YEARS AFTER 9/11
More than a decade and a half after the tragedy that 
spurred the 2003 invasion of Iraq, opportunities for mercy 
ministry and a tangible—and verbal—witness of Jesus in 
this war-torn country are as numerous as ever.

This country’s unstable landscape following the expulsion 
of ISIS and mounting tensions surrounding Kurdish inde-
pendence mean these needs are mounting.

Our Iraqi Relief Division spent the year providing critical 
casualty care, community initiatives, clinic assistance, and 
aid distribution.

https://fairelief.org/areas-of-operation/
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KURDISTAN

http://fairelief.org/kurdistan
https://fairelief.org/kurdistan/
https://fairelief.org/areas-of-operation/


KURDISTAN

BETTER FRIENDS THAN
MOUNTAINS
The Kurds hold a longstanding proverb: “We have no friends 
but the mountains.” We believe the body of Jesus can do 
better than mountains, and we should.

Following the Mosul campaign, our Kurdish Relief Division 
continued to serve various communities with critical casu-
alty care, frontline critical care, community initiatives, clinic 
assistance, and aid distribution.

Watch our field documentaries chronicling this work 
in our free online film library.

https://fairelief.org/areas-of-operation/
http://fairelief.org/kurdistan
http://fairelief.org/kurdistan
http://fairelief.org/kurdistan
http://fairelief.org/kurdistan
http://fairelief.org/kurdistan
http://www.faimission.org/watch-better-friends-than-mountains/
http://www.faimission.org/watch-better-friends-than-mountains/


SYRIA

http://fairelief.org/syria
https://fairelief.org/areas-of-operation/


SYRIA

STOP THE BLEEDING
“Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold 
back those who are stumbling to the slaughter.”
Proverbs 24:11

This verse, coupled with our adoration of Jesus’ incredible 
humility and servanthood in His Incarnation, compels us 
to action inside distressed and isolated regions of Syria, 
six years into a historically brutal and inhumane civil war. 
Our Syrian Relief Division launched several mercy medical 
centers this year.

Learn more about our four-stage strategy in Syria.

http://fairelief.org/syria
http://fairelief.org/syria
https://fairelief.org/areas-of-operation/
http://fairelief.org/syria
http://fairelief.org/syria
http://fairelief.org/syria
http://www.faimission.org/articles/2017/6/5/get-in-syrias-way
https://fairelief.org/dispatches/2017/8/19/about-syria-lets-stop-talking-and-start-working-letter-from-the-president-of-fai


SYRIA
WATCH A JERUSALEM DATELINE FEATURE

ON FAI RELIEF IN SYRIA

https://fairelief.org/areas-of-operation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wyMJs1WLJ4


A young Syrian boy reads the book 
of Romans for the first time inside 
one of our ambulances

http://fairelief.org/syria


TRAINING
In January 2017, the first Emmaus School of Ministry 

launched in the Mediterranean basin. We hosted twelve 
adults in each of our communities, introduced them to our 

ministry friends in the region, and immersed them in the 
life and locus of prayer, worship, and proclaiming Jesus on 
the frontier. We value the relational dimensions of appren-

ticeship training and are thankful for the opportunity it 
provides for many to experience and commit longterm.

http://www.faimission.org/training/


FILM &
PUBLISHING

Resourcing those who have the Gospel
Reaching those who don’t

http://www.faimission.org/film-library/


Established in 2015, FAI STUDIOS has released five feature films and field documen-
taries in three years. Our most recent release, the second installment of our Better 
Friends Than Mountains series, chronicles the work of FAI RELIEF teams in Iraq and 
Kurdistan during the coalition campaign to liberate Mosul from the Islamic State.

Each of our films meets the world through a staggered release: launching with an 
eight-week Limited Release, the feature is available for purchase through DVD or 
digital download of the Special Edition loaded up with bonus content. This is fol-
lowed by the Global Release of the feature film, then available for free stream and 
download worldwide.

This means that those who want to buy the films as a means of supporting our min-
istry, can. Those who’d prefer to watch the films for free, can. We live in the days of 
stream and subscription media consumption; unsurprisingly, most choose to watch 
our films for free.

OUR FREE FILM LIBRARY

FAI STUDIOS
DISTRIBUTION STATS
(As of November 2017)

DVD & DIGITAL SALES: 
6.1 THOUSAND
FREE STREAMS & DOWNLOADS: 
174.3 THOUSAND

This makes us very happy.

http://www.faimission.org/watch-better-friends-than-mountains/
http://www.faimission.org/watch-better-friends-than-mountains/
http://www.faimission.org/watch-better-friends-than-mountains/
http://www.faimission.org/film-library/


It is our conviction that if we misunderstand or misinterpret Je-
rusalem, we misunderstand and misinterpret Jesus. With that in 
mind, we launched preproduction of the five-part Covenant and 
Controversy film series and resource library in January 2013. 

Part I: The Great Rage released in Fall 2015, followed by Part II: 
The City of the Great King in Fall 2016.

Part III is currently in post-production and slated for a Spring 
2018 release. Parts IV and V are in concurrent preproduction.
It is our privilege and pleasure to produce these films and offer 
them to the global body of Jesus free of charge.

Visit covenantandcontroversy.com for more

http://covenantandcontroversy.com
http://covenantandcontroversy.com


2017 FINANCES

FY2017 EXPENSES:
Relief / Humanitarian Aid:
Operations:
Admin/Fundraising:
Film Production:
Total Expenses:

355,140.48
53,311.18
33,780.43
3,166.18 
445,398.27

FAI is a US-based 501c3 non-profit (EIC # 45-
5619623). We rely entirely on the generous and
sacrificial support of financial donors who have a 
vested interest in the growth of the Gospel and the 
fame of Jesus in the Middle East.

This year, we received $519,739.77 in donation 
revenue, and we know every dollar marks something 
that someone went without in order to spend it on 
the Gospel instead.

We take stewardship of these finances seriously, 
remembering before we file any report,
we are accountable to the Lord for our actions.

Why are our overhead costs so low?

All FAI personnel—including our President—serve 
as volunteers who receive no salary or fixed income, 
and instead raise their own financial support through 
like-minded friends, family, and church communities. 
This means that every dollar donated to FAI’s field 
costs, projects, and operations goes straight to fund 
our field costs, projects, and operations.

THANK YOU.

BOOKMARK
OUR DONOR

REPORT PAGE
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THANK YOU.
Your support, your prayers,
your solidarity, your sacrificial giving
make this work possible.

We can’t wait to work together in 2018.

http://faimission.org/fai-partners-report


because Jesus.

because life is a vapor. because death is gain. because obedience. be-
cause “do not take My Name in vain.” because life is Christ.  because 
faith. because gospel. because it’s for His glory’s sake. because the 
King will return. because “the greatest of these is love.” because psalm 
seventy-two. because revelation twenty-one.  because hope. be-
cause this story isn’t done. because we’re going to make plowshares 
out of all our swords and every gun. because barrel bombs shouldn’t 
fall. because He took on flesh and blood. because He said go tell them 
all. because He still does. because nothing matters more than this. 
because every nation needs a witness. because the unreached de-
serve it. because so many haven’t heard yet. because the manger.  be-
cause He knelt to wash our feet.  because grace.  because His blood 
still intercedes.  because the prophecies.  because Jerusalem and 
“blessed is He.”  because it’s not because He needs us. because Zion. 
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