Summerhill International School Programme of Inquiry
Age

3-4

An inquiry into:
Who we are

An inquiry into:
Where we are in place and
time

An inquiry into:
How we express ourselves

An inquiry into:
How the world works

An inquiry into:
How we organize ourselves

An inquiry into:
Sharing the planet

An inquiry into the nature of
the self; beliefs and values;
personal, physical, mental,
social and spiritual health;
human relationships including
families, friends,communities
and cultures, rights and
responsibilities; what it means
to be human.

An inquiry into orientation in
place and time; personal
histories; homes and journeys;
the discoveries, explorations
and migrations of humankind;
the relationships between and
the interconnectedness of
individuals and civilizations,
from local and global
perspectives.

An inquiry into the ways in which
we discover and express ideas,
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs
and values; the ways in which we
reflect on, extend and enjoy our
creativity; our appreciation of the
aesthetic.

An inquiry into the natural world
and its laws; the interaction
between the natural world
(physical and biological) and
human societies; how humans
use their understanding of the
scientific principles; the impact
of scientific and technological
advances on society and on the
environment.

An inquiry into the
interconnectedness of
human-made systems and
communities; the structure and
function of organizations;
societal decision-making;
economic activities and their
impact on humankind and the
environment.

An inquiry into the rights and
responsibilities in the struggle to
share finite resources with other
people and with other living
things; communities and the
relationships within and between
them; access to equal
opportunities; peace and conflict
resolution.

Central Idea
People play different roles in the
community to which they belong.

Central Idea
Plants have specific needs in
order to grow and stay healthy.

Related Concepts
Community, rules, interaction

Related Concepts
Responsibility, cause and effect,
interdependence

Central Idea
Our characteristics, abilities
and interests shape who we
are and our relationships.

Central Idea
Through play we express our
feelings and ideas and come to
new understandings

Related Concepts
Identity, similarities,
differences

Related Concepts
Creativity

Key Concepts
Function, Form, Perspective
Lines of Inquiry
●
Ways we find out
about ourselves
and others
●
Similarities and
differences
between ourselves
and others
●
Likes and dislikes

Key Concepts
Perspective, Function
Lines of Inquiry
●
imaginative uses of
materials
●
The role of toys in play
●
communicating through
play

Key Concepts
Form, function, responsibility
Lines of Inquiry
●
Various communities
we belong to
●
Roles and
responsibilities within a
community
●
How communities are
organized

Key Concepts
Causation, Responsibility
Lines of Inquiry
●
The conditions plants
need to stay healthy
●
Our responsibilities
towards the plants we
choose to grow
●
Characteristics of
plants

4-5

Central Idea
People’s relationship with
each other can have an
impact on well being

Central Idea

Related Concepts
Cooperation, friendship,
balance

Related Concepts

Stories can engage their
audience and communicate
meaning.

Communication, characterization,
expression

Key Concepts
Function,Connection,
Responsibility

Key concepts Form, connection,
perspective

Central Idea
The human body is made up of
different systems and structures
that work together to keep us
alive.
Related Concepts
Systems, structures, similarities,
differences
Key Concepts
Form, Function, Connection

Lines of Inquiry
Lines of Inquiry
●
How we develop
relationships
●
How relationships
affect us
●
Roles and
behaviours within
relationships

5-6

Central Idea
The choices people make can
affect their well being

●
●
●
●

How to construct an
effective story
What stories can
convey
How stories are
created and shared
Feelings and emotions
that stories evoke

Lines of Inquiry
●
parts of the human
body
●
how our body systems
work together
●
How our body
systems help us
everyday

Related Concepts
Choices, health

Central Idea
Exploring and knowing our local
environment can help us
understand the world.
Related concepts
Location

Key Concepts
Responsibility, Causation
Reflection

Key Concepts
Causation, Function
Perspective

Key Concepts
Form. Connection

Key Concepts
Function, causation, change

Lines of Inquiry
●
the choices people
make
●
What it means to
have a balanced
lifestyle
●
How our choices
affect ourselves
and others

Lines of Inquiry
●
Why people explore
●
How we find our way
around
●
Our local district in
relation to other
places

Lines of Inquiry
●
How our experiences
can inspire us to create
●
Developing our creative
process
●
How our imagination
can affect others

Lines of Inquiry
●
Behavior of materials
●
Changing properties
of materials
●
Manipulation and
application of
materials to new
purposes

Central Idea
Communities make efforts to
create transportation systems
that meet their needs.
Related Concepts
Network, technology,
sustainability
Key Concepts
Form, function, change
Lines of Inquiry
●
Features of
transportation systems
●
Decisions involved in
using transportation
●
How systems of
transportation respond
to changing needs

Central Idea
Imagination can extend our ability
to create, express ourselves and
solve problems.

Central Idea
Materials behave and interact in
certain ways, which determine
how people use them.

Central Idea
Members of a community can
cooperate to achieve their
common goals.

Central Idea:
People can make choices to
support the sustainability of the
Earth’s resources.

Related Concepts
Creativity

Related Concepts
Behavior, prediction, innovation

Related Concepts
Interdependence, collaboration

Related concepts: lifestyle,
resources, waste

Key Concepts
Responsibility, function,
reflection

Key concepts:
perspective, responsibility,
reflection

Lines of Inquiry
●
Reasons people work
together or apart
●
How decisions are
made
●
Our planning process

Lines of inquiry
●
Earth’s renewable and
nonrenewable
resources
●
The impact of
people’s choices on
the environment
●
The balance between
meeting human needs
and the use of limited
resources
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