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SKELETON KEY
24” x 24” patchwork BLOCK 

Make this modern patch-
work block using precut 
charm squares or 30 fabric 
scraps cut to 5” x 5” each.

Use one block to make a 
mini quilt or floor pillow. 
Combine multiple blocks to 
make a larger quilt.
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For each block, you will need:

30 charm squares (5” x 5” each)

3/8 yard neutral solid background fabric cut into 
2 pieces 3-1/2“ x 18-1/2” each, and 2 pieces 
3-1/2“ x 24-1/2” each.

Use 4 blocks to make a 48” x 48” baby quilt.

Use 9 blocks to make a 72” x 72” lap quilt.

Use 12 blocks to make a 72” x 96”  twin bed quilt.

Use 16 blocks to make a 96” x 96” queen bed quilt.

Combine blocks to make a larger quilt.
Visit Elizabeth’s blog

for more great projects!
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All seams are sewn with a 1/4” seam allowance and 
pressed open.

1. Arrange the 30 charm squares in 5 rows of  6. If  
desired, place similarly colored squares in the same rows. 
As you look at this arrangement, notice that it is also made 
up of  6 columns, each 5 squares tall. (Fig. 1)

2. Sew together the squares in each column. (Fig. 2)

3. Keeping all of  the columns in order, cut each into 3 
skinny columns, each 1-1/2” wide. Shift every other skinny 
column up 2-1/4”, so that the seams in adjacent skinny 
columns are offset. (Fig. 3)

4. Sew together the skinny columns. Counting from the left,  
line up the seams in each odd numbered column with the 
seams in the other odd numbered columns and the seams 
in each even numbered column with the seams in the other 
even numbered columns. Once all the columns are sewn 
together, trim the patchwork panel to 18-1/2” x 18-1/2”. 
(Fig. 4)

5. Sew the 3-1/2” x 18-1/2” pieces of  background fabric 
to the top and bottom of  the block. Sew the 3-1/2” x 
24-1/2” pieces of  background fabric to the left and right 
sides. (Fig 5)

For a different look, try rotating the block 90°. (Fig. 6)
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Fig. 2 column

move every
other column
up 2-1/4”

trim to 18-1/2” x 18-1/2” 24-1/2” x 24-1/2” (24” x 24” finished)

each 1-1/2” wide

MAKING THE BLOCK
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