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This the last opportunity to clear vegetation or demolish buildings outside the bird 
nesting season, which runs from March to September.

If you are impacting large areas of farmland, wetland or woodland 
you will likely need breeding bird surveys. 

Aquatic great crested newt surveys may be needed if potential 
impacts could arise on waterbodies or supporting terrestrial habitat.

If a project could impact rough grassland, scrub or woodland then reptile 
surveys may be needed. 

Impacts on bat foraging and commuting habitat are assessed using bat activity 
surveys. These are needed on almost all large sites and many smaller ones. 

Potential impacts on woodland or hedgerows could trigger the need for 
dormice surveys.

Ditches, streams, rivers and ponds can all potentially trigger the need for water 

vole surveys.  

Where a building or tree has the potential to support bat roosts, emergence and re-entry 
surveys are needed to establish whether any are present, and in what numbers. 

Sites with the potential to be important for invertebrates may also needed targeted 
invertebrate surveys.

If there is the potential to impact any woodland, then detailed botanical surveys may be 
required.

Grassland varies from improved 
fields with only a handful of 
species to critically important 
meadows, calcareous and acid 
grassland. Where valuable 
grassland is present, detailed 
botanical surveys may be needed. 

The UK receives many visiting birds over-winter. These are mainly based in 
wetland, farmland and grassland near the coast. If any of these habitats are 

impacted by a project, then targeted wintering bird surveys may be needed. 

Bats use several different roosts 
throughout the year, including hibernation 

roosts over-winter. Surveys can be 
undertaken to identify hibernation roosts 

between December and March. 

To clear vegetation outside of bird nesting season

To start breeding bird surveys

To start GCN aquatic surveys
To complete a spring bat activity survey

To complete eDNA analysis
To complete first water vole survey
To start dormice surveys that complete in the same year

To start bat roost surveys on buildings or trees
To complete a summer bat activity survey

To complete freshwater invertebrate surveys (standing water)

LAST 
CHANCE 
IN MAY

LAST 
CHANCE 
IN APR

LAST 
CHANCE 
IN FEB

LAST 
CHANCE 
IN JUN

LAST 
CHANCE 
IN AUG

To start reptile surveys
To complete second water vole survey

To complete terrestrial invertebrate surveys

LAST 
CHANCE 
IN SEP

To complete an autumn bat activity survey
To complete freshwater invertebrate 

surveys (flowing water)

LAST 
CHANCE 
IN OCT

To start many wintering bird surveys
LAST 

CHANCE 
IN NOV

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ECOLOGY BY DESIGN, CONTACT US, 

ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE, OR GIVE US A RING ON 01865 893 346.

ECIA TIMELINE FOR DEVELOPERS
IMPORTANT DATES TO KNOW

https://www.ecologybydesign.co.uk/contact-us

