You helped
Nikki regain
stability for
her family

“It feels good to
go home and smile.”
It happens to all of us.
Sometimes life doesn’t go the
way we expect. It happened to
Nikki last year.
After many years living in
Florida, Nikki decided to come
back home to Flint for a fresh
start for herself and her two
children. She planned to stay
with family or friends until she
found steady work, but nothing
seemed to pan out.
“It was hard to find a strong
support system when I returned,”
Nikki shares. “But it just wasn’t
working out.”

because I liked the atmosphere.”
With a humble attitude and
willingness to work hard, it didn’t
take long for Nikki to find stable
employment.
“My two kids depend on me,
so I knew that I had to find a
way to provide,” Nikki shares.
“Carriage Town has provided
that support system I needed.”
During the summer, while
Nikki was working, her children
were able to participate in our

newfound joy. She has grown
spiritually and feels closer to the
Lord, and she has learned to pray
and ask God for guidance when
she feels uncertain.
Today, Nikki works Monday
through Sunday and just a few
months ago, she and her children
found their own apartment!
“When I first came here, I was
just trying to find my direction
again,” Nikki recalls. “Now, we’re
putting our life back together. It

Summer Enrichment Program.

feels good to go home and smile.”

They gained skills they needed

Thanks to your generosity,

to stay ahead in school while

Nikki and her children have

being surrounded by caring

hope! “This Mother’s Day, I feel

reached out to Carriage Town

teachers and a Christ-centered

complete,” Nikki says. “We’ve

Ministries.

atmosphere.

made it through a trial and we’re

Running out of options, Nikki

“We came to the Family

The teaching, structure and

Center in May of 2016,” Nikki

help Nikki received at Carriage

says. “I chose Carriage Town

Town has also given her a

prepared for what comes next.
I’m very grateful.”
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Keep on Learning
Dear Friend,

Summer

is all about Fun

and Learning!

How blessed you are to be reading this newsletter . . .

Mid-Michigan
are growing
leaps and
bounds in
reading
comprehension!

staying at our Family Center, the Summer
Education and Enrichment Program.
Our staff worked with literacy experts
in the area to create a sound curriculum
for children, ages 4–13, while also giving
kids opportunities for field trips, fun and
educational activities and developing
friendships.
Parents and children were thrilled
with the result. Their main suggestion for
With your help, we’ll continue to develop

it, because being able to read is such a privilege and gift.

age-appropriate instruction and welcome
more children into the program in the years

This summer, thanks to your generosity, dozens of children from our Family

to come.

Center will take part in an extraordinary learning opportunity — our Summer
Education and Enrichment Program.

their lives this summer!

knowledge and skills. Last year, children who participated in this in this literacyjust nine short weeks!
You can learn more about this unique program on the following pages, including
in Nikki’s story. But please know how thankful we are at Carriage Town for your
support that makes it all possible. Because of friends like you, children in MidMichigan are growing leaps and bounds in reading comprehension!

On Thursdays, students
worked with Master
Gardeners through MSU
Extension, learning
gardening skills.

We can’t wait to see how God will work in

Studies show that low-income youth often face a “summer slide” in academic
focused program gained, on average, a half of a year of growth in reading skills in

From line dancing to
Zumba and jewelry
making to painting,
the students were
exposed to a lot of fun
and creative ways to
exercise and express
themselves artistically.

groundbreaking new program for children

improvement: make the program longer!

Now, I’m not saying that because what I have to say is so wonderful. I’m saying

Because of
friends like you,
children in

Last year, Carriage Town started a

Family Literacy is an important part of the summer
program. Each Wednesday, moms and parents are invited
to read with their children. We spend the first part of
the hour learning different strategies for helping the
children with reading. The rest of the time is spent reading
together!

Each Tuesday, students
participated in nutrition
classes where they
learned the importance
of eating healthy and
prepared their own
nutritional snacks and
meals.

It’s a joy to see a child’s face light up after reading a thrilling story. It’s an honor
to see a mother beam with pride at the progress her children are making. It’s also a
responsibility to give children, who otherwise might struggle academically, helpful
resources and teaching so they can thrive.
Thank you, truly, for reading this issue of The Messenger. As you take in each
word, remember the boys and girls at Carriage Town who are able to do the same
with their favorite books this summer!

Dr. Dallas Gatlin
Executive Director

Kids loaded the bus each Friday and visited The Flint
Institute of Arts, Sloan Museum, Flint Public Library,
Children’s Museum, Zoo and more! What a treat to
see the children experience many of these “first-time
opportunities” with family.

At the end of the program, mothers, parents
and grandparents were invited to a celebration
lunch and each student was recognized for their
hard work and accomplishments.

Sponsor a child
this summer!
Make an impact in the education
and development of children in
the Flint community this summer
by sponsoring a child during the
Summer Education and Enrichment
Program. A gift of any amount can
help a child avoid falling behind in
school and instead grow personally,
socially and academically. Thank
you for your generosity!
1 child for 1 week
2 children for 1 week
1 child all summer

75
$
150
$
750
$

Use the enclosed form to make a
child sponsorship gift. Call Emily
at (810) 233-8787 ext. 12 for
child sponsorship information. To
volunteer this summer, call Cindy
at (810) 233-8787 ext. 29.
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You helped
Nikki regain
stability for
her family

“It feels good to
go home and smile.”
It happens to all of us.
Sometimes life doesn’t go the
way we expect. It happened to
Nikki last year.
After many years living in
Florida, Nikki decided to come
back home to Flint for a fresh
start for herself and her two
children. She planned to stay
with family or friends until she
found steady work, but nothing
seemed to pan out.
“It was hard to find a strong
support system when I returned,”
Nikki shares. “But it just wasn’t
working out.”

because I liked the atmosphere.”
With a humble attitude and
willingness to work hard, it didn’t
take long for Nikki to find stable
employment.
“My two kids depend on me,
so I knew that I had to find a
way to provide,” Nikki shares.
“Carriage Town has provided
that support system I needed.”
During the summer, while
Nikki was working, her children
were able to participate in our

newfound joy. She has grown
spiritually and feels closer to the
Lord, and she has learned to pray
and ask God for guidance when
she feels uncertain.
Today, Nikki works Monday
through Sunday and just a few
months ago, she and her children
found their own apartment!
“When I first came here, I was
just trying to find my direction
again,” Nikki recalls. “Now, we’re
putting our life back together. It

Summer Enrichment Program.

feels good to go home and smile.”

They gained skills they needed

Thanks to your generosity,

to stay ahead in school while

Nikki and her children have

being surrounded by caring

hope! “This Mother’s Day, I feel

reached out to Carriage Town

teachers and a Christ-centered

complete,” Nikki says. “We’ve

Ministries.

atmosphere.

made it through a trial and we’re

Running out of options, Nikki

“We came to the Family

The teaching, structure and

Center in May of 2016,” Nikki

help Nikki received at Carriage

says. “I chose Carriage Town

Town has also given her a

prepared for what comes next.
I’m very grateful.”
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Rev. Dean Stewart
Trustee

Dr. Beverly Walker-Griffea
Trustee

Our Mission
is to provide
help, hope, and
the Good News to
our community through
the skills and means

HONOR
John Van Dyk
Carol Van Dyk

of God’s people and
the transforming power
of Christ’s love.

Steve Simms
Mr. & Mrs. John Reynolds
Mary Steelman
Mr. & Mrs. David
Bedtelyon
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Bobolts
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond
Dettloff III
Erin Franzen
Sheryl Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Handy Lindsey,
Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Saba
Tammy Staudacher
Tracy & Raquel Thueme
Sofia Walker

P.O. Box 318
Flint, MI 48501-0318
(810) 233-8787
www.carriagetown.org

Help

Families
and

grow learn
this summer!

