“My family would thank you,
especially my mother, my wife and children.”

When Lessie stepped
through the doors of
Carriage Town Ministries,
he was homeless, jobless,
suicidal, and addicted to
crack cocaine.
He will be the first to tell you,
the only reason he’s alive today is
by the grace of God.
Lessie became addicted to

He began daily employment,
became involved in Alcoholics

especially my mother, my wife

Anonymous, went back to school

and children.”

and earned a master’s degree in
Social Work. He now serves as a
shift manager at the Mission.

“I’m giving back what was freely

helping others. He finds joy and

given to me.”

encouragement in his leadership
role. He welcomes the homeless
physical needs and shares his

and narrowly escaped threats

own journey.
Lessie is reminded
that Jesus said, “It is not

One morning after a heart

the healthy that need a

surgery, he woke up and thought,

physician, but the sick.”

get any better if I stay here, if I
continue smoking these drugs,
living this lifestyle.”
Lessie found a new path of
redemption at Carriage Town
Ministries. After his arrival, he
received the immediate blessings
of food, shelter and care for
his health. He was then able to
take advantage of the Personal
Success Program, bringing order
and direction back to his life.

further the work of his kingdom

hope in Christ and a passion for

streets, he was shot, stabbed,

“This is it. My life is not gonna

gifts to transform lives and
in servants like Lessie. He says,

and needy, provides for

2009, his health failing.

God works through your

Today, Lessie is driven by

drugs at age 16. Living on the

on his life. He hit rock bottom in

“My family would thank you,

He says, “I’m glad he sent
this place, because I needed
a physician.”
After the healing in his
own life, Lessie is honored to
help others experience God’s
redemptive plan.
He shares his
gratitude for the
generosity
of Mission
supporters.
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CUTIVE DIRECTOR

Productive. Redemptive. Community.
Dear Friend,
When all of our children were born, it was immediately clear they were ours. The
power of genes being passed along from parents to children is unmistakable. They

“Just as a body,
though one,
has many parts,
but all its many
parts form
one body, so it
is with Christ . . .
God has placed
the parts in the
body, every one
of them, just as
he wanted them
to be.”
1 Corinthians 12: 12 & 18

inherit so much of who we are from the way we look to the way we feel.
At Carriage Town Ministries, we’ve become deeply invested in the “genetic
make-up” of our programs. That’s why we’ve made being a redemptive productive
community an important part of our DNA.
The heart of our program is the notion that we’re all of equal value in God’s eyes.

How

God Uses You

Your generosity is a great reminder to our guests that
when we give, we receive! Every morning, residents spend
time cleaning up our neighborhood so they can take pride
in their surroundings and community.

to Transform Lives,
Families & Communities!

Every day at Carriage Town Ministries,
your generosity is on display -- from the
delicious meals prepared and served in our
dining room to the beautiful grounds where
guests pray, study and serve. As you look
through these pictures, please know that
every smile, every meal and every hope-filled
life is possible because of your compassion.

We might have different roles, but those responsibilities don’t make us any better or

Thank you for sharing it with our Carriage

worse than someone else with another set of skills.

Town community.

It’s exciting for men to gain new career skills and grow in
their confidence. Our Career Edge Job Search program
plugs men into career options and opportunities in which
they can excel!

From residents to staff to volunteers to guests, we actively strive to understand
the power of redemption, productivity and community together.
We all need to be redeemed from our wayward direction in life. We all need to
feel productive, utilizing our gifts in a way that brings dignity and value. And we all

Honor a Loved One in the CTM Memorial Garden

need community — to know that we belong, not only to God, but to each other.
This culture has taken time to build, but it’s a privilege to see it grounded in the
notion that everyone is a personal project of God Almighty. You are His idea — and if
God says you have value — then without question, you do!
Lessie is a living testament of the redemptive, productive community at Carriage
Town. And there are so many others like him who are walking with security and

Every day, your support helps to serve over
390 meals to guests in our men’s ministry! You
are filling stomachs with wholesome food and
spirits with renewed hope. Thank you!

purpose today, thanks to God’s provision through friends like you.
No matter what circumstances brought a guest to our doors, their DNA is the
same: imprinted with God’s seal of approval and unconditional love. We are his. All of
us are. Let’s continue to love our neighbors as such.

							
Dr. Dallas Gatlin
Executive Director

A foundational element of our Personal
Success Plan program is spiritual awareness
and growth. Through visiting speakers,
biblical teaching and personal study, men are
developing a rich faith life and gaining practical
tools for daily living.

The garden at Carriage Town Ministries has been serving the
residents here and in the surrounding community since 2010. It
provides not only food, but an opportunity to learn gardening
skills from the Master Gardeners who regularly tend the gardens.
In 2011 the garden was named the “Denny Nichols Memorial
Garden” in honor of one of its founders. In 2013, a brick entrance
was added as part of an Eagle Scout Project. In the spring of 2017
the memorial brick path was added.

For a $50, $100, or $200 donation, a brick can be engraved in honor of a loved one, to show support,
a special gift, or to acknowledge a group, business, or church, etc.
Funds raised from this project will be used for The Children’s Center Garden and Playground Project.
To order or get more information, please contact Marilyn Nichols, our Master Gardener, at ctmgarden@gmail.com.
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“My family would thank you,
especially my mother, my wife and children.”

When Lessie stepped
through the doors of
Carriage Town Ministries,
he was homeless, jobless,
suicidal, and addicted to
crack cocaine.
He will be the first to tell you,
the only reason he’s alive today is
by the grace of God.
Lessie became addicted to

He began daily employment,
became involved in Alcoholics

especially my mother, my wife

Anonymous, went back to school

and children.”

and earned a master’s degree in
Social Work. He now serves as a
shift manager at the Mission.

“I’m giving back what was freely

helping others. He finds joy and

given to me.”

encouragement in his leadership
role. He welcomes the homeless
physical needs and shares his

and narrowly escaped threats

own journey.
Lessie is reminded
that Jesus said, “It is not

One morning after a heart

the healthy that need a

surgery, he woke up and thought,

physician, but the sick.”

get any better if I stay here, if I
continue smoking these drugs,
living this lifestyle.”
Lessie found a new path of
redemption at Carriage Town
Ministries. After his arrival, he
received the immediate blessings
of food, shelter and care for
his health. He was then able to
take advantage of the Personal
Success Program, bringing order
and direction back to his life.

further the work of his kingdom

hope in Christ and a passion for

streets, he was shot, stabbed,

“This is it. My life is not gonna

gifts to transform lives and
in servants like Lessie. He says,

and needy, provides for

2009, his health failing.

God works through your

Today, Lessie is driven by

drugs at age 16. Living on the

on his life. He hit rock bottom in

“My family would thank you,

He says, “I’m glad he sent
this place, because I needed
a physician.”
After the healing in his
own life, Lessie is honored to
help others experience God’s
redemptive plan.
He shares his
gratitude for the
generosity
of Mission
supporters.
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Your generosity impacted

his entire family!

