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A Perfect Match Just Keeps Getting Better
Five years ago, 2010 graduate Steve Ellison said, “Crocker and
Summit gave me my life back.”
Today, that bond is even stronger.
“We’ve always had a connection, but over the years, we’ve
morphed into a really good team, “Steve said. “I’m so entwined
with him now I can read his mind. When he gives me a certain
look, I know what it means.”
Steve said he and Crocker spend every waking moment
together; sleeping ones too, since Crocker sleeps beside his
bed.
The two had a good beginning, making an instant connection
the first time they met. Steve was visiting Summit to observe a
puppy-raising class as part of his research into the organization
before applying for a dog to help with his Multiple Sclerosis.
“I hadn’t even applied yet, and Summit staff saw the instant
bond between Crocker and me and told me to get my
application stuff turned in.” Steve was officially matched with
Crocker just a few months later.
Steve does graphic design work from his home in Auburn for a
direct marketing company he co-founded. That means he is in
the house most of the day, but he makes sure Crocker gets a
good hour of free time at a secluded nearby park where he is
safe to be off-leash.
“He runs around and sniffs everything to make sure it’s the way he left it the day before. That’s very important to him.”
Steve and Crocker also get out and about through their involvement with Summit’s self-organized and managed Kitsap
volunteer group. Donna Vaquer, Crocker’s puppy raiser and an active member of the group, invited Steve to join. He and
Crocker visit schools and teach kids how to approach dogs, be safe around them and “not get on their bad sides and get
bitten.”
He and his mom, Diane, also participate with the Kitsap group in an annual 4th of July parade, raising awareness about
Summit. The group also has raised money for Summit the past two years with their award-winning entry in a local
casino’s Mardi Gras celebration.
Steve also does volunteer work directly for Summit, offering his graphic design talents for newspaper ads and the 2014
annual report. He is signed on again for the 2015 report, so watch for his good work.

Come celebrate our 2015 graduates!

Happy Thanksgiving
As we prepare to give thanks this month, we would like to thank all of our wonderful supporters who have helped us to
make life changing partnerships throughout the year.

Please visit our website at www.summitdogs.org.
Donate to our cause at www.summitdogs.org/donate.
Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/summitdogs.

