
Sermon for The Baptism of Our Lord (Epiphany 1) 
Sunday, January 13, 2019 

“Renewed by God’s Presence” 
 

Text: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

I speak to you in the name of the one true God:  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

On this the Sunday after the Epiphany—this year it is the Octave 
Day of the Epiphany, as you see printed on your bulletin—we concentrate 
on the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now if you’re curious like I am, 
you might be wondering why Jesus needed to be baptized. For Christians, 
we learn that baptism is the death to sin and rebirth into new life as a 
member of the Body of Christ. Through baptism, we are adopted as 
children of God and become partakers in the divine nature. We become a 
part of a historic, ancient assembly of believers that we call the Church. 
So, why would the one who is the Son of God, the Word made flesh, the 
second person of the Trinity, one who is also without sin, why would 
Jesus need to be baptized? The answer to that lies in the placement of 
this Holy Day within the Octave of the Epiphany. 

You should remember from last Sunday that the Epiphany is a 
manifestation of the Divine in the world, when his presence among us is 
revealed. We call that a theophany. The Baptism of Jesus is also a 
theophany, so it should come as no surprise that it is celebrated during 
the season of Epiphany. The reason Jesus was baptized was not to 
remove the stain of sin or make him a member of his own self. For Jesus, 
baptism was the means by which a revelation of the divine would occur; 
at his baptism “the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You 
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’” In that moment, 
the fullness of the Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—was 
present among humankind and revealed for all the world to see and know. 
It was also a hearkening back to creation when the spirit of God swept 
across the waters and the Word of God said, “Let there be light.” By 
contrast, at our baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
the outward and visible sign of water confers upon us the inward and 
spiritual grace of union with Christ in his death and resurrection, birth 
into God’s family the Church, the forgiveness of sins, and new life 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Christian baptism has its historical roots in Jewish purity rituals 
in which an individual after first repenting of his sins would mark that 
change of life by being immersed in a pool of water called a mikvah with 
the help of a baptizer. John was such a person who preached a message 
of repentance and then baptized the penitent person to wash them clean 
of his/her sins. The mikvah is a structure that resembles a pool, or a 
natural body of water, such as a river or pond, could serve as a mikvah. 
The purity ritual has been an integral part of Jewish law since the 
beginning of Judaism over 5,000 years ago. It was an essential part of 
conversion to Judaism. During the days of the Temple in Jerusalem, 
priests and other men who wished to enter the Temple were required to 
immerse in the mikvah before entering. Men immersed in the mikvah to 
prepare for services on high holy days. Women immersed in the mikvah 
following childbirth and their monthly cycle. It was a form of family 
purity. Immersion in the mikvah had the power of transformation, of 
affecting a spiritual metamorphosis and returning to God, known as 
teshuvah. We also call this a metanoia, a turning back toward God. 
Immersion in the mikvah meant rebirth, regeneration, transformation 
into something higher, better, and greater. It meant a total giving of 
oneself and represented the abandonment of one existence to take on one 
infinitely higher. In the waters of the mikvah, one washed away the past 
and start anew, bringing purity to one’s past and one’s future and 
restored that one into wholeness with God. That was the context which 
suddenly became intricately linked to the divine nature when the fullness 
of God was revealed in Jesus Christ. 

In a few moments, when we customarily proclaim our faith by 
reciting the Nicene Creed, we will instead renew our Baptismal Covenant. 
This is a custom that we follow on the four Holy Days of the liturgical 
year when it is appropriate to offer the sacrament of Baptism. We will 
once again be reminded of the moment of our own transformation in 
which we were adopted by God as his daughters and sons into the Church 
family, the Body of Christ. We will once again be given a chance to return 
to God, to make our teshuvah, to undergo a metanoia. Once again we will 
be able to wash away our past and embrace our future, all the while 
looking at the Cross, which reminds us of the saving work of Jesus in his 
death and resurrection. Through that and through our spiritual renewal 
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in the Eucharist, we will be able to carry the good news of God in Jesus 
Christ out into the world. 

Through our baptism, we who are born fallen men and women 
because of the fall of Adam and Eve are renewed creatures, restored to 
wholeness with God through Jesus Christ who is the new Adam. In our 
baptism we become partakers of the divine nature of God. From baptism, 
we are given the charge to proclaim to the world that God, indeed, exists 
and dwells in a broken and fallen world. That is a beautiful message, 
especially when daily life can certainly bring us down and trouble our 
spirits. That is a message that the world needs to hear. No matter what, 
we are loved by God, we deserve respect, we are equal in the sight of God, 
and we will receive his infinite mercy and forgiveness. 

Today, as we proclaim our faith in the words of the Apostles’ creed 
and renew the vows of our baptism, let us go forth in the name of Christ 
to bring new light to the world and reveal God’s glory in all that we do. 
Amen. 

And now, please stand and turn to page 292 in the red Book of 
Common Prayer. 
 

Resources 

The Mikvah, http://www.chabad.org/theJewishWoman/article_cdo/aid/1541/ 
jewish/The-Mikvah.htm 


