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WE HAD A WONDERFUL YEAR – THANKS TO YOU
Message from the President. The Chad Relief Foundation was organized in the spring of 2007 to provide assistance to
50,000 refugees in south Chad who fled the civil war in the Central African Republic. These refugees live in camps
organized by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. A CRF mission went to Chad in September 2007 and
fundraising activities began in December of that year.

WE ARE NOW WORKING IN CHAD IN FOUR CAMPS OF “FORGOTTEN REFUGEES.”
WE HAVE BEEN TO THESE CAMPS FOUR TIMES IN 17 MONTHS TO IDENTIFY
PROJECTS AND SEE TO THEIR IMPLEMENTATION
In 2008, CRF organized two missions to Chad, completed two projects in aid of refugees and the local population,
developed and secured the bulk of the funding for a third project, created a website (www.chadrelief.org), published
detailed briefing papers on its first two missions and a brochure, publicized its activities through a general mailing and lectures
at the local universities and high schools and secured tax exempt status.

WE ARE AN ENTIRELY VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATION WITH HARDLY ANY OVERHEAD
CRF has no paid staff or rented premises. All efforts by its officers and Board members are made without compensation. All
travel expenses on missions to Chad are borne by the people making the trips 1.
I am proud of CRF’s accomplishments during its first full year in existence. Thanks to the generosity of many individuals in
the Santa Barbara community and beyond, we raised over $70,000. We made a real difference in the lives of women,
children and men living in dire circumstances. With your help, I am looking forward to raising more money and provide more
assistance to the refugees and people of south Chad in 2009.

We work directly with the refugees
to identify their needs.

In each camp we meet with tribal leaders.
This is a CRF team with a Committee of Elders

1The only exception is that the airfare for one person from Paris to N’Djamena and return was reimbursed from a special travel fund given by an anonymous donor.

WE ARE A HANDS-ON ORGANIZATION –
IN 2008 WE CONDUCTED TWO MISSIONS TO THE REFUGEE CAMPS IN SOUTH CHAD
health officials and interview NGO staff to assess refugee
needs and identify possible projects. In the third phase,
we organize field trips away from the established camps.
In March we traveled by plane, car and dugout canoe to
Maya, a remote border village 250 miles east of Goré, to
observe the transfer of 10,000 refugees who arrived in
Chad in January and February 2008 to a temporary transit
camp set up by UNHCR in Dembo. In October, we traveled to
the village of Bitoye, 120 miles west of Goré near the spot
where Chad, the CAR and Cameroon meet to inspect the
transit camp erected by CARE with funds supplied by CRF.

Missions. Missions were conducted in March and October,
2008. The President, Bill Felstiner, and the Vice-President, Catherine Swysen, were on both missions. They
were joined in October by Board member, Dr. MaryLouise Scully, a specialist in tropical medicine and
infectious diseases.
Each mission consists of three phases. In the first phase,
we conduct interviews with NGO officials in N’Djamena.
In the second, we meet with refugees, refugee committees,
camp administrators, government officers, teachers and

WE HAVE BUILT STRONG PARTNERSHIPS WITH OTHER NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
The physical conditions of missions are difficult. Daytime
temperatures range between 100-115°F. We stay in Goré
at either the UNHCR or CARE compounds. Vehicles
used are adequate, but many of the roads are actually dirt
tracks and extremely difficult in the wet season (June to
October). The UN provides us with the same level of security
as it accords its own personnel including an armed guard
when required by violent incidents in the recent past.

In March and October 2008, we held meetings with
representatives of UNHCR, UNICEF, ACRA (an Italian
NGO), Africare (an American NGO based in Washington,
D.C.) and officials of the U.S. Embassy. In Goré, we met
with representatives of UNHCR, CARE, UNICEF,
Doctors without Borders (MSF), COOPI (an Italian
version of MSF), and Mentor (a British NGO specializing
in malaria prevention and treatment).

OUR FIRST THREE PROJECTS AFFECTED HUNDREDS OF LIVES

Our first project provided wheelchair-tricycles to fifty
people who could not walk. This girl’s leg was
shattered by the same bullet that killed her mother.
She has not spoken since.
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The Wheelchair-tricycle Project. Immediately after our
return from Chad in October, 2007 we decided to identify
and fund a project quickly to demonstrate to the refugees
and NGO personnel that we were not some form of disaster
tourists never to be heard from again once we left Goré.
This initial project was the provision of 50 wheelchair/tricycles to handicapped people in the camps and
among the local population who until then could get
around only on their elbows and knees. Thanks to a
significant initial contribution from Jane Eagleton of Santa
Barbara, CRF raised the $10,000 needed for this project in
a few weeks. The wheelchair/tricycles were manufactured
in Sarh, Chad and delivered to the recipients in a series of
ceremonies that we attended in March, 2008.

IMAGINE: REFUGEES AT THE BORDER – NO SHELTER, NO WATER, NO TOILETS.
YOU HELPED US SOLVE THE PROBLEM
refugees from the sun and rain, latrines and a well producing
potable water. The other crossing, near the tiny village of
Bitoye, had no facilities. Refugees just lived in the bush.
CRF financed the construction by CARE at Bitoye of a
shelter, four latrines and well at a cost of $15,500. These
facilities are used by villagers when no refugees are present.

The Bitoye Border Structures Project Refugees from
the CAR flee into southwest Chad at two points where
tracks suitable for vehicles cross the border. The refugees
must then wait at the border, sometimes for weeks, until
UNHCR can send trucks to pick them up. In early 2008,
one of these crossing points had a structure to shield the

Catherine and Bill at the Foundation’s
first sign in Africa, at Bitoye where we
provided shelter, water and toilets to
hundreds of refugees

CLASSROOMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WAS OUR NEXT BIG TASK.
Tens of thousands of children in the five refugee camps in
south Chad cannot go to high school. Throughout refugee
camps in Africa, the UNHCR provides facilities only for
primary education. CRF has joined with UNICEF, CARE
and the Chad Ministry of Education to plan, finance and
construct a secondary school, grades 7-9, in Beureh, a
village located between the refugee camps of Amboko and
Gondjé and in easy walking distance of both. The school
will also serve local children from the ten villages in the

Beureh area. The school will have eight classrooms, an
administrative office, separate toilet facilities for girls and
boys and a well to produce potable water. Classes actually
began in November, 2008 in makeshift quarters in anticipation of the new buildings. UNHCR is paying the fees for
all refugee students and will provide their uniforms as well.
The total cost of the school is $114,000. Of this amount
UNICEF has provided $60,000 and CARE $12,000.
CRF raised the bulk of its share, $42,000, in 2008. The
balance was raised in January, 2009.

From this tent to....
walls of the school going up.

A dream comes true.
The first secondary
school for our refugee
children.
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BUT THERE IS SO MUCH MORE TO DO!
FOR A LITTLE BIT OF MONEY WE CAN DO SO MUCH IN AFRICA
TO HELP WOMEN AND CHILDREN PROTECT THEMSELVES
Future activities: CRF has laid the groundwork for three
new projects with UNHCR and CARE. The first, titled
Protection of Women & Children, is intended to reduce
discrimination and violence against women and children
through improving understanding of gender roles and
human rights, raising awareness of children’s rights
respecting abuse and neglect, educating both men and
women about family planning, and reinforcing existing
women’s and SGBV (sexual and gender based violence)

T

committees. The project contemplates the development
of educational materials including display posters, boards,
brochures, theater plays, games and seminars with
children concerning the rights of women and children. A
pen pal project between students in Santa Barbara and in
the camps will be initiated. The project will also provide
printed tee-shirts to SBGV Committee members and
audio-visual equipment in aid of these activities. The
estimated cost of the project is $16,000.

IN 2009 WE WILL PROVIDE ELECTRICITY TO A HEALTH CLINIC

he second new project will provide solar power to the new
health clinic at Beureh. In 2008 the health centers in
Amboko Camp and Gondjé Camp were closed except for
pre-natal services. In their place a government health center was opened in Beureh, close to, and equidistant from,
these camps. It also serves the health needs of the population of ten small villages in the immediate area. The center
is open 24 hours a day, but the only light available at night

is from kerosene lanterns. CRF, in conjunction with the
UCSB chapter of Engineers Without Borders, plans to
design, procure the materials and construct a solar facility
at Beureh which will provide lighting for the health center
and power for a refrigerator in which medicines and
immunization materials can be stored. The estimated cost
of the project is $20,000.

These sick children await treatment at
the Beureh health center. We will soon
provide solar-generated electricity to
this center.

A proposal for the third project, the distribution of solar
flashlights to secondary school students, has been received
from UNHCR. The primary objective is to enable these
students to do their homework at night. A secondary goal
is to reduce secondary school drop out rates. The project
has two phases. In the first phase flashlights would be
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provided to 700 refugee children; in the second 800 local
children would be included. We have begun to discuss
price and delivery with Sunnight Solar Company (Bogo).
Since a rough cost estimate is $13 per flashlight ($19,500)
plus shipping costs, this project is costly and some
members of the CRF Board have reservations about it.

PLANNING IS A CONTINUOUS ACTIVITY FOR US. HERE ARE SOME NEW PROJECTS
Other major projects that have been discussed with NGOs
in the Goré area include providing two tractors or oxen
teams & plows to Africare (cost unknown); 10,000
impregnated mosquito nets for the local population
through Mentor (cost $70,000); mass information,

including loudspeakers, radios, paper bulletins, and radio
broadcasts through UNHCR (cost unknown); and wheelchairs in Goré, the surrounding villages and at the new
camp at Moula through UNHCR/CARE (cost unknown).

YOUR GIFTS HAVE MADE THE DIFFERENCE
IN 2009 WE ARE GOING TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF EVEN MORE REFUGEES
$828, the median $250 and the mode is $100. A small
portion of these funds resulted from mail solicitation; the
majority resulted from personal communications. Fortythree percent of donors came from the Santa Barbara area.

In only 13 months, from December 8, 2007 to January 8,
2009, we have raised $74,216.07 from 60 individuals, two
foundations and three other organizations. Individual
contributions ranged from $10 to $8,000. The average is

WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS. WE ALL PAY OUR OWN WAY.
YOUR MONEY GOES DIRECTLY TO HELP THE REFUGEES
Board of Directors. Bill Felstiner (President), one-time Distinguished Research Professor of
Law at Cardiff University, was Associate Dean of the Yale Law School, Assistant Director of the
USAID Mission to India, and Director of the American Bar Foundation and the International
Institute for the Sociology of Law. He taught law and sociology at UCLA and UCSB.

Catherine Swysen (Vice President), a partner at the Santa Barbara law firm of Sanger & Swysen, is
a trial and appellate lawyer specializing in criminal defense work. She was recognized by the state
legislature of California and civil liberties groups for her efforts in defense of civil rights.
Rich Appelbaum (Secretary & Treasurer) is Professor of Sociology and Global & International
Studies at UCSB, where he directs the graduate program in Global Studies. Formerly, he was the
Chair of the Sociology Department, and Director of the Institute for Social, Behavioral and
Economic Research.
Bob Bason, a consultant in fund raising, served as Assistant Chancellor of UCSB and National
Vice President of Planned Parenthood Federation of America.
Erika Felix, an Assistant Researcher at the Graduate School of Education, UCSB, received a PhD
in psychology from De Paul University. She is a specialist in disaster mental health and worked in
that field in Sri Lanka after the tsunami.
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Christine Garvey, one-time Group Executive Vice-President of the Bank of America, Global Head
of Real Estate for Deutsche Bank and Global Head of Real Estate for Cisco Systems, is a Director
of the Union Bank of California, Hilton Hotels and Prologis.
Alissa Sears, who has extensive experience in humanitarian work in Sri Lanka, is Global Betterment
Director at Christie Communications, a public relations, marketing, and advertising agency
dedicated to helping ethical businesses, entrepreneurs, and socially-conscious organizations
broaden their impact. At Christie she directs relief projects in Sudan and Rwanda focused on
community-based, entrepreneurial initiatives.
Mary-Louise Scully M.D. is board certified in Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases. She is
the Director of the Sansum Clinic’s Travel and Tropical Medicine Center in Santa Barbara,
California and an Associate Editor of Travel Medicine Advisor Update.

A CALL TO ACTION
material condition of refugees’ lives, but we also want to
give them the hope and courage to have a stake in the future.

In 2008 CRF showed that a few people in a rich country
can make a difference in the lives of hundreds, even
thousands, of people in a poor country. We did it even
though the poor country, Chad, is corrupt, despotic and
dangerous. We call on our friends to help us do more in
2009. Of course we want to make a difference in the

We’ve learned this year that we can do just that. And you
have helped us do it. Thank you. Stay with us in 2009.
We’ll keep you fully informed of our progress.

Bill Felstiner

Contact information. Mail: 233 E. Carrillo Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101.
Email: chadrelief@cox.net. Website: www.chadrelief.org • Telephone: 805 969 5521.
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Financial Summary, 2008
Revenue

Designated donations
Legal services
Travel
Sub-total

$918.37
$2,300.00
$3,218.37

Undesignated donations
Businesses
Foundations
Individuals
Sub-total
Total revenue

$3,795.11
$19,780.00
$27,504.18
$51,079.29
$55,086.07

Operating Expenses
Bank fees
IRS filing fee
Legal services
Printing costs
Travel 2
Supplies
Total expenses

$826.36
$450.00
$2,249.68
$2,717.45
$1,397.45
$43.40
$7,184.34

Project Grants 3

Wheelchair/tricycles
Border structures
Medical supplies

$10,065.00
$15,000.00
$492.17

Total grants

$25,557.17

$22,344.56

Cash on hand

Balance of travel donation
$902.55
Committed to grant for Beureh secondary school $21,442.01

OUR SUPPORTERS: James Altschuler • Priya Alvarez • Susana Arrese • Karen Atkins • Cornelia Barr • Carol and Robert Bason
• Carol and Thomas Beamer • William Bissell • Vicki Blum • James Boorsch • Anne and Guido Calabresi • Susan Cappiello •
Robert Carter • Elizabeth Chambliss • Jim and Sheila Davidson • Paul and Judith DeCoster • Catherine Dishion • Michael Dunne
• Jane Eagleton •Fabindia Foundation • Michael and Joy Felix • Gray and Bill Felstiner • James Felstiner • John Felstiner • Paul
and Susan Felstiner • ReubenFelstiner•SharonandTheodoreFlint•WendyFoster•ChristineGarvey•RichardGilman•NancyGoglia
•MarioGonzalez• Neil Gunningham • Tara Haarland-Ford • Deanna Hatch • Mike Hellman • Gordon and Sandy Hess • F.C. and
H.R. Kass • Robert and Louise Kidder • Arthur J. & Carolyn LaFave, Jr •. Laguna Blanca School • Laguna Blanca students • Carolyn Langenkamp • Alyssa Larson • Kate and Steve Lowe • Doreen McBarnet • Gail Maidman • Bill and Joan Murdoch • Melissa and
Stephen Murdoch • Carol Pallidini • Hugh Patrick • Vanessa Patterson • Fred Pelzman • Pet Sitters of Santa Barbara • Pollock
Foundation • David Rintels • Vicki Riskin • Stanley Roden • Ian Ryen • Santa Barbara City College • Santa Barbara United Nations
Association • Richard and Joan Sexton • Solon E. Summerfield Foundation • Mary-Louise Scully • Elizabeth Scullywest •
Nina Stefani • Robert Stevens • Elizabeth Taliaferro • Louise and David Trubek • West Coast Management • Dana White •
Ralph Zitnik • Joel and Chrystine Zweibel

2One round-trip airfare Paris to N’Djamena.
3In addition, CRF hand-carried $26,000 of medicines to Goré that had been provided by Direct Relief International (www.directrelief.org).
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