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“Grace Notes” is a weekly newsletter to inform people of upcoming events and activities for the week. For more 

information, please check the website or contact the office. Thank you.  

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

It’s not about me!  In this age of flux and uncertainty, we need to speak truth to power. And usually that power is not an 

individual but rather systems or institutions that have become a gated community which set themselves apart by keeping 

most of the world outside established and rigid boundaries.  The people belonging to these institutions (inside the gates) 

are told that they are the “in” group while everyone else is the “out” or wrong group.  You don’t have to go very far to see 

this play out in our families, in our communities, and in our world. 

Jesus’ main message in the gospels is one of a bigger, more inclusive point of view.  God’s point of view! It is a message 

of oneness and inclusion.  We are all the same, yet different!  What does that mean?  Think of your own family, or job, or 

the groups you belong to.  The sameness comes from sharing the same core values, and the differences come in the way 

we each have specific ways in which we process and interact in the world.  Each person has unique talents, tendencies and 

DNA, but in order to belong to the group, individuals must all share the group’s core values.  For us here at Grace Church 

our core values can be summed up in the first sentence of our mission statement: Grace is God’s gift of unconditional love 

made known to us in Jesus Christ.   

Jesus told us that the entirety of God’s word, God’s laws, and the prophets’ teachings can be summed up in one statement: 

“Love God and Love one another.”  So this is the Christian core value and all things should point to this understanding.  

Now our differences are vast, and the Apostle Paul describes these differences in the metaphor of our body parts. All have 

different functions but share the same body.  He was directing the churches of his day to keep to Jesus’ core values and 

everything else would fall into place.  We then become the Body of Christ revealing God’s values in a broken world and 

reconciling us to God’s unconditional love.  

The Body of Christ is a metaphor for the rich diverseness of all creation, including us humans. Taken together, we are all 

collectively a reflection of our creator. We are all interdependent, and we all share different unique gifts and talents which 

cause us to work together towards a common goal.  When that common goal is an earthly institution, system, or ruler we 

will always come up short.  But when that common goal is loving God and loving one another, we will always succeed; 

we then align with our creator and creation. 

But life isn’t easy, and folks want all the answers. Life is a beautiful, sad, awesome, painful, joyful mystery!  Emma Higgs 

writes: “Following Jesus was never supposed to be about having a static set of beliefs.  To have faith in Jesus is to 

embrace a new way of being in the world; a way of upside-down priorities, countercultural inclusion, radical forgiveness 

and ultimate sacrifice.  And the best word we have to that is love.”  The reason everything seems upside down is that we 

made everything about us at the expense of those outside our way of thinking, including nature itself.  Life (and God) is a 

wondrous mystery, and when we gain the wisdom to realize this world is not about us, then we will find that all the 

answers we seek will, in fact, begin with unconditional love.   

In today’s upside down world, we must be as one crying out in the wilderness.  Love God and Love one another!  Our 

world has become, in many ways, a spiritual desert, and our voices compete with all the noise and voices crying out to so 
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many other gods corporations, governments, money, drugs, technology etc, etc.  And no, these things are not evil, but our 

worshipping them at the expense of everything and everyone else is.   

These are exciting times, my friends.  Change is never easy; but we have an opportunity at this time and place to help 

reconcile the world.  So when the voices of the world get too loud, the best way to show the world a better way is simply 

by living a life focused on God and one another…with love.   

Your faithful servant, 

carmen 

“The idea of a spiritual heart transplant is a vivid image to me; once you have the heart of somebody else inside you, then that heart is 

there. Jesus’ heart is inside me, and my heart is gone. So if God were to place a stethoscope against my chest, he would hear the heart 

of Jesus Christ beating.” - Max Lucado  

 

OUR VISION STATEMENT: GRACE is God’s gift of unconditional love made known to us in Jesus Christ. Our 

vision is to live with grace as an open, welcoming community. In the pew and at the altar, we invite you to be part of 

our faith journey. No matter where you are, we will meet you there. 

 

 (GPH) Grace Performance Hall; (C) Church; (PH) Parish Hall; (P) Parlor; (L) Library; (U) Undercroft and (R) Rector’s Office.  

 

THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES:  

 Thursday, August 24th 

o 8 pm, Grace Speakers (GPH) 

 Friday, August 25th 

 Saturday, August 26th 

o 5:30 pm, Holy Communion, (Fr. Bob Legnani) 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27TH – 12 PENTECOST 

8 am & 9:30 am, Holy Communion, (Fr. Pat Close) 

o 9:30 Summer Sunday School (Children go to class for 1st half of the service) 

 Monday, August 28th 

o 10 am Staff (R) 

o 7 pm Vestry (L) 

 Tuesday, August 29th 

o 7 pm, Zumba (GPH) 

 Wednesday, August 30th 

o 7 pm Church School Teacher Meeting (PH) 

 Thursday, August 31st 

o 7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 

o 8 pm Grace Speakers (GPH) 

 Friday, September 1st 

 Saturday, September 2nd  

o 5:30 pm Holy Communion (Fr. Pat Close) 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD – 13 PENTECOST 

8 am Holy Communion, (Fr., Pat Close) & 9:30 am Holy Communion, (Fr. Bob Legnani) 

9:30 am Parish House Holy Communion, (Fr. Pat Close) 

 10:30 am Church School Carnival 

 

 REMEMBER TO BRING IN YOUR LOOSE CHANGE & DROP IT OFF FOR THE 175TH CELEBRATION! 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Please note that announcements will now appear in Grace Notes & the Newsletter and not in the Sunday bulletin.   

Announcements are only for events occurring this month. Future events may be listed in the newsletter. 

If you wish to include an announcement, please contact the Parish Office.  Thanks!  

 

JOIN THE SUMMER CHOIR ON SUNDAYS:  Come rehearse a half hour before the 9:30 am service and sing 

this summer.  No need to robe, come and make a joyful noise!  

 

 

 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHER TRAINING:  Church School Teacher’s meeting 

Wednesday, August 30, at 7 pm, in the Parish Hall. All returning teachers and anyone who 

is considering joining our church school ministry is invited to join us. We will be going over 

the curriculum and calendar for the upcoming year. Church School teaching is a 

rewarding commitment to yourself and others. We are currently looking for 3 new 

teachers. Most teachers teach one to two Sundays a month. If you have any questions or 

are interested, please contact Betsy Murphy by phone, 856.433.2151, or by email, 

gracehaddonchurchschool@gmail.com.  

 

CHOIR REHEARSAL BEGINS THURSDAY, AUGUST 31ST: All adults who attend Grace Church are invited to 

join the choir! New members are always welcomed. Rehearsals return on Thursday, 

August 31st at 7:30 pm in the choir room on the third floor of the Parish Hall. Any teens 

interested in adult choir should contact Max Esmus, Organist and Director of Music 

by email musicdept@gracehaddon.org.  

 

WANTED – DONATIONS OF BOTTLES OF WINE:  We are requesting donations of bottles of 

wine for a “wine pull” as part of the 175th Anniversary Dinner.  We are asking for a $10 value or 

greater. Please drop off a bottle of your 

favorite to the Church Office! Thank you! 

 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR THE 175TH: Tickets are now 

available for the 175th Anniversary Dinner on Friday, 

September 29th at Tavistock Country Club.  The price per 

person is $100 and includes a $50 donation to Grace Church.  

The evening will feature entertainment, a cash bar, a 50/50, basket raffle along with dinner.  Come celebrate our 

anniversary with us! Tickets may be purchased on Sundays or by contacting the Church Office as well as online. 

The 175th Dinner will replace the Oktoberfest fundraiser this year at Grace Church.  The deadline for the purchase 

of tickets is September 15th. Come support & celebrate Grace Church! 

  

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS: Bring your tote bag, messenger bag, backpack, etc. to the Parish House Holy 

Communion on Sunday, September 3rd, in the Parish Hall at 9:30 a.m. to receive a special 

blessing. Adults and children are encouraged to participate.  

 

, 

 

CHURCH CARNIVAL: Sunday, September 3rd after the Parish House Holy Communion, join us on the Church 

Lawn for a carnival. We will have Dunk the Deacon, Pie the Priest, Ring Toss, Cotton Candy, 
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popcorn, prizes and more. Money raised from the event will go to the EYC for the Mission Trip and the 175th 

Celebration Committee.  Volunteers are needed to help staff the stations. To help contact Betsy Murphy by email, 

gracehaddonchurchschool@gmail.com.  

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES RETURN WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6: Join Father Pat at 7:00 am for Holy 

Communion and/or at 9:30 am for Healing and Holy Communion.  

 

 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT SEPTEMBER 8 – 9: All members of the Confirmation Class that are being 

Confirmed on October 1, 2017, must attend this two-day retreat. We will be departing from Grace 

Church at 4:30 pm on Friday, September 8 for St. Mary’s Church in Stone Harbor, NJ. We need 

adult chaperones to help with the retreat.  

 

GRACE GARDENDERS TOMATO SALE: Want some fresh Jersey tomatoes? Grace Gardeners are selling them 

on Sunday mornings. Look for them in the Parish Hall before and after services. The sale will continue 

as long as the tomatoes grow.  

 

GRACE GARDENERS FALL FLOWER SALE: Fall is not far away! If you are looking to purchase mums, please 

support Grace Gardeners. Order forms will be available starting Sunday, August 27. All orders 

need to be received by Sunday, September 24. Pick-up will be Friday October 6, noon – 5 pm and 

Saturday, October 7, 9 am – 11 am. If you have any questions, please contact Gretchen Poliero by 

phone 856.420.5766. 

 

LONGWOOD GARDENS TRIP: Join the Grace Gardeners on Friday, September 22, to see the new light show. If 

you are interested, please contact Gretchen Poliero by phone, 856.429.5766 or email, 

grtechensbaskets@hotmail.com 

 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY: Thursday morning Bible Study will be returning on September 7, at 10 

am in the Parish Hall library. The group will be reading and discussing Liturgical Year: The 

Spiraling Adventure of the Spiritual Life by Joan Chittister. The discussion will be led by Diane 

Close. Advanced copies of the book are available.  

INQUIRER’S CLASS BEGINS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10: If you are an adult who attends Grace Church and 

would like to make a formal commitment to the Episcopal Church, consider the Inquirer’s 

Class with Father Pat on Sunday, September 10, 17 and 24 after the 9:30 am Holy 

Communion service. The class will prepare participants to be confirmed, received or 

reaffirmed by Bishop Stokes when he visits Grace Church on Sunday, October 1 at 9:30 am. 

If you have any questions, or would like more information,  contact Father Pat by email, 

rector@gracehaddon.org.  

HOMECOMING AND COME & SEE SUNDAY: Invite a friend to Grace Church! Sunday September 

10, after both the 8 am and 9:30 am services, many of the active groups at Grace Church will have 

members to answer questions and signup sheets. This is a great opportunity to share Grace Church’s 

many opportunities.  

EYC MEETING: Sunday, September 10 at 1 pm there will be a meeting for all members of Grace Church who are 

in grades 7 – 12 to plan events and service for the upcoming school year. We will meet in the third 

floor of the Parish Hall. For more information, contact Dana Cotter, dana.cotter@comcast.net or 

Betsy Murphy gracehaddonchurchschool@gmail.com. 
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