

FERAL COLONY CARETAK-

SPRING 2007

ERS INVEST TIME AND

SP AY AN D S T AY

Lake County, Illinois

MONEY TO CARE FOR
HOMELESS CATS ......... 1



GET A BEHIND- THE- SCENES
LOOK AT ONE OF SPAY AND
STAY’ S HIGH- VOLUME
SPAY/ NEUTER CLINCS .. 3



FIND OUT HOW OTHER
COMMUNITIES ARE MANAGING FERAL AND STRAY
CATS ........................ 5

Feralfocus
cat

BECAUSE ALLEY CATS, BARN CATS, TOMCATS, & STREET

C AT S N E E D A D I F F E R EN T K I N D O F C A R E . –ALLEY CAT ALLIES

Colony caretaker—community ally or public enemy?
Through all this, there was always someone who
put out a bowl of milk or throw out scraps of leftover food to “help” these homeless cats.
As in the past, today’s feral cat caretakers are
ordinary citizens who have taken on the responsibility of caring for one or more colonies of cats
they have either noticed somewhere in their
neighborhood or maybe near their place of work.
When they realize the cats are un-owned, they
These misinformed notions often fuel public
become concerned for their welfare. They may
policy debates about controlling the feral cat
try calling animal control or the local police depopulation and related nuisance and public health
partment for assistance in helping the cats. In
issues, by controlling the people who, it is bedoing so, they may discover that the primary
lieved, cause the problem. The debaters, often
method of “help” that is being offered to people
municipal and county governmental agencies,
who call regarding stray and feral cats is trapbelieve that if they prohibit people from feeding
and-kill—a method routinely used to affect a
feral and stray cats, the cats, and all issues related
quick, but often short-lived solution to nuisance
to these un-owned free-roaming animals, will
calls about cats.
disappear.
Unwilling to accept trap-andAnother way of controlling
kill as the only solution for these
“One scientific study
caretakers who feed and care
homeless cats, caretakers take
documents that . . .
for feral and stray cats is to
on the long-term care of the
caretakers
spend
a
median
deem them “owners” of these
feral cat colony. This care reof $5 per week—up to a
cats, which carries the responquires personal sacrifice since
maximum of $50 per week—
sibilities of registration, vacthe cost of food, an outdoor
on these cats.”
cination, confinement, and
shelter, and veterinary care,
limits on numbers of animals. Lisa A. Centonze & Julie K. Levy,
including sterilization and vacciCharacteristics of Free-Roaming
nations, comes out of their own
The impact of putting
Cats and Their Caretakers, 220
pocket.
In addition to the financontrols on caretakers
(11) JAVMA 1627, 1629 (2002).
cial commitment, the caretaker
People have been caring for
agrees to undertake the physical
free-roaming cats for a long
responsibility
of
caring
for these cats 365 days a
time, definitely longer than any proactive sterilization programs for controlling feral and stray cat year, sometimes for many, many years, and
arranges for a substitute feeder if they
numbers were put in place in the U.S. Farmers
plan
to be out of town. If they move,
kept cats for rodent control and these feline opthe
caretakers
generally arrange for
portunistic feeders entered surrounding towns as
they followed the garbage and waste that accom- a successor caretaker. All of this to
make sure these cats are well manpanied the spread of human development.
Caretakers create colonies of cats. Because
these otherwise well-meaning people regularly
feed feral and stray cats, they attract freeroaming cats, often artificially keeping colony
sizes big. If caretakers stopped feeding these cats,
neighborhood feral and stray cat “problems”
would be eliminated.

aged and protected.
Underground caretakers sacrifice even more
When a trap-neuter-return program like Spay and
Stay is in place to assist caretakers in getting their
feral and stray colony sterilized and vaccinated,
the TNR program more than likely has formed
before any ordinance changes have been made to
support their work. In light of this, a caretaker
may still feel safer staying underground and handling the veterinary aspects of their colony management on their own, probably at higher costs
than would be paid through a formal TNR program. If the caretakers are “outed” by participating in a formal TNR program, they may run the
risk of being harassed by some members of the
public who have bought into the misinformed
notion that euthanasia for homeless feral and
stray cats is far better than life on the streets with
its attendant risks. The cats themselves may be
targets of some “neighbor’s” attempts at control,
which can include
shooting or poisoning.
In addition to the
huge financial and
time commitment
involved in managing
a feral cat colony,
-continued on page 6
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WE WANT TO SHARE YOUR SUCCESS STORIES WITH
OUR READERS. TELL US ABOUT YOUR COLONY. HOW
HAS STERIIZATION IMPACTED YOUR COLONY? HAVE YOU
BEEN ABLE TO GET ANY OF YOUR CATS ADOPTED AFTER
BEING STERILIZED AND RETURNED TO YOUR COLONY? E-MAIL
YOUR STORY AND PHOTOS TO: INFO@SPAYANDSTAY.ORG.

President’s “mewsings”

Purrs and headbutts

This past April 15th began National Volunteer Week, a celebration honoring the people who tirelessly give their time to improve the communities
in which we live. Reflecting on this year’s Volunteer Week theme,
“Inspire By Example”, I asked myself where Spay and Stay would be
without its dedicated volunteers. The truth is, we may not exist without
our volunteers.

Spay and Stay gets so much help in
so many ways from our dedicated
volunteers and supporters. We are
especially grateful to the following
people whose generous financial
support and in-kind donations help us
serve these special cats. Please share a
headbutt with the kind folks who have
donated since our last newsletter.

Volunteers are making a difference
Spay and Stay is an organization that runs on volunteers, including the
400 registered caretakers who commit to feed and look after their feral
colonies 365 days-a-year; and the veterinarians, vet techs, and volunteer
staff who work each and every spay day. Their dedication to the wellbeing of the neighborhood cats living in our communities is recognized
and deeply appreciated. In addition to reducing the number of homeless
cats in our towns and cities, Spay and Stay’s volunteers are helping to
improve the well-being of these unowned cats and reduce the need for
euthanasia to control their numbers.
Join the team
A recent survey by the Bureau of Labor Statistics showed that more than
61 million people volunteered through or for an organization at least once
between September 2005 and September 2006. That represents more than
a quarter of the entire U.S. population.
If you’ve been inspired to serve your community and join the other people
who give their time to help Spay and Stay, we have many ways you can
make a difference:

•

Love bargain hunting? Help us organize our gigantic summer garage sale. (See page 4 for more details.)

•

Like to help people in your neighborhood? Become a Community
Cat Leader and lend support to colony caretakers in your neighborhood who may need help managing their colony.

•

Excited about getting up really early on a Sunday morning? Join
us at one of our high-volume spay days. (See story on page 3.)

•

Got experience in the following areas: Finance, Public Relations, Legal Expertise, Government and Community Relations? Inquire about joining our other dedicated and talented
Board members.

Whatever your personal skills or
talents, remember that there are many
ways you can help Spay and Stay
humanely control the population of
neighborhood cats in Lake County.
Whether you choose to donate your
time or your money, the most important thing is your willingness to get
involved.
I look forward to having you join us
in making a difference!
Julie Haas, President

Special Thanks to our Grantors
The DAS Charitable Fund for the Preservation of Feline Animal Life
The J. Robert Nonemaker Foundation for Small Animals

Furever Buddies: $10-$99
Louis Koschak
Jeff and Cindy Kukkola
Sandy Lange
Steven and Martha Loewenthal
Lucretia Lynch
Jim Marsh
Cynthia Mattia-Goldberg
Nancy Mendez
Randi Merel
Sandra Miskiewicz
Charles Mleko
Laura Olsen
Donna Orsi
Phyllis Pfund
Betty Phelan
Diane Poulter
Grace Roppelt
Tina Santopoalo
Stan Schapals
Carol and Ed Sebesta
Sabine Sedall
Jayne Sheehan
John & Miriam Steinke
Elaine Tighe
Mike Weatherford
Michelle Wisniewski
Maureen Witkiewicz

Anonymous
Azar Attura
Joanne Barden
Sharon Bracke
Loretta Brown
Pam Carey
Philip Charleson
Kathy Chrislip
Nancy and Ron Coolley
Mary Ann Danko
Jean Dellegrazie
Faith Dicke
Donna Fedeli
Carolyn Fleming
Diane Fox
Serena Fried
Vic Giampietro
Adrianne Grade
Denise Grogan
Monika Harwood
Robert Heraver
Sandra Hochgesang
Clarence Hovorka
Susan Jamison
Dottie Jensen
Jewel-Osco, Lake Forest
Lucy Johnson

Kneaded Friends: $100-249
Stephen Jackson
Pattie Kolasinski
Eleanor Lamacchia
Joy Lucarelli
Diane Mason
Roger Muellemann
April Nemrava
Philip Rider
Geraldine Server
Marietta Winchester

Paul Adler
Richard Balz
Catherine Boettcher
Michael and Susan Boyd
Cynthia Deen
Adrianne Grade
Deniz Gursoy & Sam Wheeler
William and Dorothy Hansen
Dorothy Haymes
Kelly Heneghan
Jennifer & Kevin Hurley

Purrfect Partners: $250-750
Nancy DeSecki
Gretchen and R.K. Gabriel
Julie Haas
Eric Heppe and Teri Farnsworth
Merrill Lynch

Gail Riihimaki
Joseph Scandariato, Jr.
Joe Vozar
Julie Wheeler

Kitty Kohorts: In Kind Donations
Abbott Animal Health
Bayer HealthCare, Animal Health Division
Laurie Swanson, DVM
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SALE TO RAISE FUNDS FOR ITS PROGRAMS.

IF YOU HAVE INTACT, CLEAN AND WORKING
ITEMS, THINGS YOU’ D BE PROUD TO DONATE TO
THE CAUSE, PLEASE CONTACT US AT

847-2894557. S EE PAGE 4 FOR MORE DETAILS.

First spay day of 2007 season breaks record
Get a behind-the-scenes look at one of Spay and Stay’s highvolume spay/neuter clinics.
Bleary-eyed, most with coffee cups in hand, the cat-intake volunteers begin
filing in to the Waukegan Pet Clinic between 6:30-6:45 in the morning. It’s
Sunday, March 18, the first spay day of the 2007 season. Well-versed in
clinic procedures, this first team sets up the papers and check-in sheets
needed to register the four-legged patients who would be arriving shortly.
Another wave of volunteers arrives at 7:00 a.m. to help weigh-in each cat
and set up the holding area which is Station-1. The rest of the volunteers
and vet techs come about 7:30 a.m. and after checking themselves in,
busily set up the seven clinic stations with the supplies that had been
distributed to each station at 6:00 a.m. that morning.
A few days before this spay day, the
volunteers received an email suggesting
they be prepared for what might turn out
to be a long Sunday clinic. Ninety traps
had been loaned out to caretakers and
55-60 cats were expected for surgery.
It is now about 7:45 a.m. and cat intake
is well under way. Paperwork is
checked and traps and towels are being
clearly identified with numbers, caretaker last names, and cat names. With
the expected large intake, it is especially
At Station-1, Dana Lauren, an
important to maintain procedures for
Honor Roll student from Mundelein
identification
so cats get returned to their
High School, makes sure recovering
cats are warm and doing well.
proper colony.
Anesthesia machines are in place and
sterilized spay packs are ready. With the arrival of the first of four vets just
before 8:00 a.m. the clinic rolls into full swing. One by one and in numeric
order, each cat, still in its trap, is brought to the second of the seven stations it would visit throughout the clinic
process. Station-2 is anesthesia where
an injectable cocktail of anesthesia drugs
is prepared and administered by a vet
tech according to the cat’s weight. Once
completely unconscious, the cats are
removed from their traps, identified with
a neck band and prepped for the next
station. At Station-3, the cats receive
their eartips and microchips and are
vaccinated before being transported to
Station-4. Here the cats are administered antibiotics and pain medications,
receive treatment for minor wounds and
then are prepped for surgery. The vets
Volunteers prepare rabies and
wait
at their operating tables, Station-5,
distemper vaccinations.

as the cats are brought to them for their
spay or neuter surgery. All instruments
are sterilized at Station 6.
After their sterilization, each cat goes to
Station-7 to recover from surgery. They
are still unconscious and the volunteers at
this station have the opportunity to cleanup, brush, remove matts, deflea, deworm,
and keep the cats warm until they start to
wake up from the anesthesia. At this
point, they are returned to their cleaned
traps back at Station-1 to continue their
recovery. Once an entire colony’s cats are
awake, the caretaker is called and asked
to come to the clinic. Before the cats are
sent home with their caretakers, the volunteer in charge of discharge goes over all
post-operative instructions and answers any
questions regarding the cats’ continuing
recovery period, which will be 1-2 days,
depending on the cats’ gender.

At Station-3, Robin Vansickle
makes sure the information for a
newly eartipped and microchipped
cat is added to the cat’s medical
record.
Dr. Laurie Swanson, owner of the
Waukegan Pet Clinic, closes the
spay incision on a female cat.

All the medical supplies, anesthesia
machines, lamps, and tables that were
brought to the Waukegan Pet Clinic for
the spay day are now inventoried and
repacked to be taken back to Spay and
Stay’s office. After all the cats are discharged, a small clean-up team returns
the clinic to the orderly and clean condition it was found in when we arrived.
Of the 58 unowned cats that came to the
Spay and Stay clinic on March 18, only
two were found to have already been
sterilized. That makes another 56 cats
added to the 1,720 felines already neutered through Spay and Stay’s high-volume
spay/neuter program.
By the end of a day that began about 9 1/2 hours
earlier, the volunteers, vets, and techs are tired.
They put in a long hard day getting 56 more
unowned cats sterilized and vaccinated. Underneath the weariness, however, is
a good feeling—a feeling that A complete medical record is
created for every cat that comes
everyone, together, had done
through Spay and Stay’s high-volume clinic.
something that will make a
long-lasting difference for the community we
live in and the cats who share it with us.
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REGISTERED CARETAKERS DONATE THEIR TIME
AND ENERGY TO INSURE THAT THE CATS THAT
MUST REMAIN IN THEIR OUT- DOOR HOMES HAVE
THE BEST OF CARE BY SUPPLYING FOOD, WATER,
AND SHELTER ALL YEAR LONG .

Managing homeless community cats across the country
In order to keep you updated on some of the feral cat projects being developed in various communities across the U.S., Spay
and Stay will regularly highlight a few of these programs.

In an effort to curb the growing population of
feral cats in Linn County, Oregon, the County
Board of Commissioners asked cities within the
county for help in funding a grant program to
It was recently reported that the Animal Ark Nosterilize feral cats. Veterinarians who do the
Kill Shelter, based in Hastings, MN, is sending
surgeries will receive payment from this fund
out the “Neuter Commuter”, their $171,000 cuswhen the sterilizations are requested by a sanctom made RV for spaying and neutering animals.
tioned “cat care agency”. The county set up a
The mobile surgical suite is the organization’s
$25,000 start-up fund for the project and hopes
main tool for managing the feral cat population.
the cities will offer the financial support needed
For the past few years, Animal Ark has been
to ensure the continuation of the program.
testing the effectiveness of TNR in parts of rural
One of the county commissioners said that if
Minnesota and now wants to see it’s effect on
the cities participate in the program, the feral cat
city cats.
problem can be solved.
The plan is to sterilize about 300-400 feral
cats in St. Paul over this summer so they can
 Denver, CO
reduce every colony they sterilize to zero kittens.
Saving lives at stray cat spay day
Mike Fry, the organization’s Executive Director
The
Rocky Mountain Alley Cat Alliance recently
is quoted as saying, “[spaying and neutering] is
held a high volume spay/neuter clinic in conjuncthe only viable solution out there. As long as
tion with Doris Day Animal League’s national
people are educated about the issues, they get
Spay Day USA event and sterilized 130 homebehind it.” St. Paul city staff are working on
legislation that would pave the way for the city
to move forward with TNR.

 St. Paul, MN
Mobile spay/neuter clinic on the prowl
for city cats

 Torrance, CA
City suggests cat club
In an effort to respond to a large negative response to the city of Torrances suggestion that
they would ban the feeding of feral cats in city
parks, Frank Scotto, the city’s Mayor, interceded and directed city officials to “find another
solution”. The public responded strongly and
negatively to the proposed feeding ban, calling
it “cruel and unworkable”, because volunteers
had been neutering and feeding cats on city
property for almost twenty years.
The city’s Environmental Quality Commission recommended in early April that the city
could have an official structure, with a City Hall
liaison from within the volunteer cat caretakers,
if they created a “club” of feral cat volunteers
who would oversee the registration of anyone
wishing to feed the cats on city property. The
club members would also be charged with the
feeding, as well as trapping and sterilization of
feral and stray cats on city property, before
returning them to their original colonies in the
city of Torrance’s public parks.

 Sweet Home, OR
County urges city support of TNR

less community cats.
According to RMACA’s website, this nonprofit organization was founded in 1991 to
“provide non-lethal population control for feral
cats in the metro Denver area”. They annually
sterilize over 2,000 feral cats which, in their
words, prevents “over 50,000 homeless kittens
from being born. Approximately 14 participating
veterinarians offer their services at a reduced rate
to RMACA. Thousands of vouchers are issued
each year, which can be used at these veterinary
clinics, where the cats will be sterilized, vaccinated, and eartipped at no cost to the caretaker.
RMACA takes an active role in Denver’s
humane network. They know that the power of
collaboration magnifies the efforts of any one
individual organization. They participate in the
Metro Denver Shelter Alliance, which includes
local shelters, humane organizations, veterinarians, the Colorado Veterinary Medical Association, and local animal control agencies.

Giant Feral Garage

WHEN:
WHERE:
TIME:

Friday and Saturday
June 8 and 9
Oakwood Storage
405 Oakwood, Waukegan, IL
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

All proceeds to benefit the homeless feral and stray
cat population of Lake County.

Children’s clothing
Men’s & women’s apparel
Kid’s toys & baby items
Glassware & dishes
Furniture & electronics
Exercise equipment
Tools for home & garden
If you have items to
donate,
donate or can volunteer
to help on the day of the
sale, contact Spay and
Stay at 847-289-4557.
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SPAY AND STAY’ S GIANT GARAGE SALE TO BE HELD
ON JUNE

8 AND 9. WE WILL HAVE CHILDREN’ S

CLOTHING , MEN’ S AND WOMEN’ S APPAREL, KID’ S
TOYS, BABY ITEMS, FURNITURE, AND MUCH MORE.

(S EE PAGE 4 FOR MORE DETAILS.)

TNR creates ambassador of gentleness Seniors can benefit
As we reported in our last issue of Feral Cat Focus, 25% of the cats that have been sterilized through
Spay and Stay’s program, and then returned to their original colonies, have subsequently been adopted
into homes. We have found that sterilizing these community cats not only stops their breeding and
nuisance behaviors, it improves their lives, often changing their personalities for the better.
This was exactly the case for Charlie, a community cat with an interesting story. In November
2006, Spay and Stay was contacted by Lake
County Animal Control and told that they were in
possession of an
eartipped feral cat
with a microchip
indicating it had
been sterilized
through our TNR
program. Based
on the data from
our records, which
we could track
with Charlie’s
microchip number, we found that
he was neutered in 2004 and returned to his colony. At the time of his sterilization, he was about
one year old.
Apparently, Charlie had been brought to a
veterinary office by a woman who asked that he
be euthanized. She said he was extremely sick
and mean. After sedating Charlie, the vet detected the microchip and contacted county Ani-

mal Control. Because of our cooperative relationship with Animal Control, they suggested to
the veterinarian that he did not need to euthanize
this cat.
We were then contacted and after the vet at
Lake County Animal Control revaccinated Charlie against rabies, he was released to us.
Charlie did have a slight eye infection and
tested positive for FIV, neither of which was
cause to kill him. As for being “mean”, Charlie
has turned out to be an amazingly gentle giant
and now lives comfortably with three other formerly feral cats. Interestingly, Charlie’s gentleness has had a positive effect on his new feline
family. As an ambassador of gentleness, Charlie
has actually convinced the most withdrawn of the
group, another big male who generally spends his
entire day in the back of storage shelf, to venture
out of his hiding place and enjoy more of his
environment and the people in it.
TNR has benefited Charlie in more ways than
just sterilization and he is showing his gratitude
by passing on his lessons of gentleness to other
formerly feral cats.

from charitable IRA
distributions
Thanks to the Pension Protection Act of 2006,
you can now make qualified charitable distributions of up to $100,000 per individual ($200,000
for married couples, if both spouses qualify) per
year from your traditional and rollover IRA’s
and not have to pay income taxes on the distribution.
To qualify for the tax benefit, you must be
70 1/2 or older at the time of the distribution, and
contribute funds from a traditional or rollover
IRA. The charity, which must qualify as an
eligible charitable organization must receive the
distribution by year-end 2007 and the funds
must come directly from your financial institution. For more information, contact your tax or
financial advisor.

Community Cat
Caretakers
Have you filled out your
colony census form yet? Your
participation in gathering this
information helps us show the
benefits of TNR. If your colony
is stable, let us know. If your colony no longer
exists, let us know that, too. If you’ve lost the
form, just give us a call: 847-289-4557. Thanks!

HELP US STOP THE LITTERING
With your support, Spay and Stay can reduce the overpopulation of homeless community cats in Lake County through
sterilization and humane management. Your donation will make a difference in the lives of thousands of cats.

PLEASE ACCEPT MY GIFT OF:




$35
$50




$100
$250




$500
$_____

REMEMBER HOMELESS COMMUNITY CATS IN YOUR WILL:



I am interested in receiving information about including
Spay and Stay in my estate planning.

Spay and Stay is a 501c3 organization and your contributions are fully
tax deductible. For more information contact us at 847-289-4557.

Here’s my information:
____________________________________________________
Name
____________________________________________________
Address
________________________________ _____ ____________
City
State Zip
____________________________________________________
Telephone
____________________________________________________
E-Mail address
Please make your check out to Spay and Stay and send to:
P.O. Box 484, Gurnee, Illinois 60031.
SPRING2007

SPRING 2007
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Support Spay and Stay

There are many ways to give.

Ensure the future

Cats have dreams and so do we!

We would be honored to work with
you and your financial advisor to
explore ways to include Spay and
Stay’s feral cats in your charitable
giving plans.

Here’s our WISH LIST. Call for details if you can help:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Projector for laptop presentations
Printer cartridges
Office supplies
Bags of dry cat food
Paper towels
Depends underpads (30” X 36”)
Wide masking tape
Mailing labels: 2 x 4”

Outright Gifts
Use the form on Page 5 to make a
direct donation to Spay and Stay.
Bequests
Ask your attorney to include a
charitable bequest to Spay and Stay
in your will.

Help us sterilize more cats AND protect the environment!
THINKGREEN. That’s the environmental fund-raising program that
will help Spay and Stay earn valuable funds and protect the environment by collecting used printer cartridges and cell phones. On top of
the funds we can collect, THINKGREEN will sponsor the planting
of a tree on our behalf through American Forest. More places for
our kitties to climb! If you have old cell phones or printer cartridges,
give us a call at 847-289-4557 and we’ll let you know how to get
them to us.

Colony Caretakers
Continued from page 1

what caretaker would want to add these potential risks? In a perhaps misguided attempt to protect themselves and the cats, some caretakers choose
to remain underground and, through this choice, cut themselves off from
the resources and assistance organizations like Spay and Stay can bring
them.
What caretakers need is community support
If a community offers support to the people who are volunteering to care
for homeless feral and stray cats, the positive impact that comes with a
TNR program can be fast and long-lasting. Here’s what this support could
look like:
 Municipalities can provide funding to help low-income residents
who are caring for a feral colony so they can feed, shelter, sterilize, and
vaccinate the cats
 Neighbors living near a feral colony can learn to be tolerant when
they understand the benefits of TNR and accept that it is a real solution
to nuisance issues
 Humane organizations can help promote TNR in the community
 Shelters can agree to take socialized kittens and friendly adults so
there are fewer cats left on the street
 Veterinarians and veterinary technicians can participate in highvolume spay days so large numbers of feral cats can be sterilized
 TNR organizations can be the source for disseminating information
to the community, registering the caretakers, and managing the highvolume spay days

Retirement Plan Beneficiary
You can ensure the continued success of TNR by naming Spay and
Stay as a beneficiary of your retirement plan(s).
Please contact Spay and Stay at
847-289-4557 if you have any
questions regarding planned
giving.

 Local police departments can help by handing out door hangers
about TNR to areas where feral cat activity is high
 Local fire departments can act as food banks so supportive
citizens have a place to take donated cat food for caretakers
 Citizen groups can help caretakers build winter shelters for the cats
 Animal control agencies can sponsor community meetings about
feral cats and their humane management through TNR. and help
educate pet owners about what it means to be a responsible cat owner
 Forest preserve districts and wildlife agencies can remain open to
negotiating best practices for the welfare of wildlife as well as the cats
If each of the 52 individual municipal jurisdictions in Lake County put
these collaborative efforts in place, caretakers would become each of these
communities’ best allies in their proactive efforts to humanely control the
feral and stray cat population. The caretakers would not be afraid to come
“out” and would become a visible force for change within the community.
They would openly participate in formal TNR programs and take advantage of the expertise and cost savings organizations like Spay and Stay
could bring them.
It takes a community
It may be a cliché, but, together we can make a difference. Through our
combined efforts we can ensure public safety, increase the well-being of
the community cats living on the streets of our towns and villages, get
adoptable feral and stray kittens and cats into homes, stop the breeding of
cats on the streets along with related nuisance behaviors, significantly reduce the amount of tax money used to trap-and-kill homeless cats, and,
most importantly, stop using killing as a means of feral and stray cat
population control.

 “[YOUR] TNR

PROGRAM IS GREAT!

W E ARE
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SO HAPPY IT IS AVAILABLE TO US.”

-CARETAKER, LAKE V ILLA

“I THINK TNR IS GREAT. I T HELPS REDUCE THE
NUMBER OF NEW UNWANTED KITTENS WITHOUT
HOMES.”

-CARETAKER, Z ION

Spay and Stay’s Board Energized by the Power of Julie2
As we welcome two new dynamic members to Spay and Stay’s Board of
Directors, we thought we’d let them tell you a little bit about themselves.

Julie Haas and Vorticity
Let me tell you how I came to
know Spay and Stay. During
the summer months I commute to work by bicycle. I
was on my way home one
early summer afternoon in
2005 when I discovered a
feral cat and her five kittens
just off a bicycle path in Highland Park. I began bringing
them food and water and naturally started to worry about
the fate of this mother cat and
her kittens. I wondered if the
kittens would survive. How
would they get through the
coming winter? If they survived, the mother and her
kittens would have more kittens and the problem would
soon magnify exponentially. I
had to take action.
I was fortunate to have the help of two friends, Anne and Ron. Our first
objective was to catch the kittens, begin socializing them and find them
homes. Our second objective was to trap the mother cat, Princess, and get
her spayed. I learned about Spay and Stay by word of mouth and Princess
was spayed in August.
I remember being impressed by the Spay and Stay process (TNR) and
how well they were organized. Allowing 48 hours for Princess’ recovery,
I returned her to the area where I found her…only to find four more kittens! As it turns out, Princess had two litters back to back. With their
food source missing for a few days, the second group of kittens were hungry and fell easily for the trap. We were still seeking homes for the first
litter of kittens, so I took the second litter to a no kill shelter in Chicago
where they were eventually adopted out. Keeping one for myself and,
with the networking help of another friend, Rana, we were able to find
homes for all of the kittens from the first letter. From start to finish, the
project took three months to complete. I am grateful for the assistance of
my friends and to Spay and Stay for helping me to contain a problem that
was about to explode.
Last summer, Spay and Stay’s Executive Director, Sandra Kooper, asked
if I would like to volunteer for a “Spay Day”. I agreed to do so and was
assigned to “recovery”. I was struck by the positive attitude of all the
volunteers, realizing that everybody wanted to be there helping to make a
difference, even if it was 7:00 a.m. on a Sunday morning!
I have a great deal more to learn about feral cats, TNR, feline medical
issues, animal rescue and so on, but I am willing and eager to do so be-

cause this is an issue I am passionate about. In a leadership role with
Spay and Stay, I plan to work on raising funds so that we can continue our
good work, while at the same time create more public awareness about the
plight of the feral cat.
 Julie Haas is a Vice President and Financial Advisor for Merrill Lynch where
she has worked for 22 years, and is a resident of Lake Bluff. Her prior non-profit
experience includes a two-year term as Treasurer for the Bicycle Club of Lake
County. Julie shares that she has always had a fondness for all animals, particularly cats. Julie is Spay and Stay’s new President of the Board.

Julie Wheeler and Alex
Alex, pictured with me below, is one of the many reasons I have volunteered for Spay and Stay for three years and have recently become a
Board member. When Alex and her four siblings were born six years ago
in the bushes outside my house, Spay and Stay didn’t exist. There wasn’t
a program to help me get her mother spayed and off the “kitten treadmill.”
All we could think to do was to gather up her kittens at about three weeks
old and bottle-feed them until they reached adoption age. A year or so
later I heard of Spay and Stay through Greentree Animal Hospital and
caught Alex’s father so that he could be neutered. The colony in our
neighborhood was controlled by TNR and the actions of several people
working together. I wish the same for your neighborhood.
The Spay and Stay Board is
working to expand existing
programs and introduce some
new ones. We want to sterilize and vaccinate more cats
per spay day than we did last
year. Increasing our numbers
will get us closer to the day
when no healthy cat, whether
or not it has a home, will be
euthanized to control nuisance
issues. New programs include
reaching out to the communities and new caretakers that
need help in controlling the
feral/stray cat population. We
have enough brochures and
door hangers to target problem areas and educate the
local residents. We will focus
on getting our information
into train stations, libraries,
coffee shops, any place where people gather will inform Lake county
residents that TNR is a viable solution. If you can, please consider being
a mentor to a new caretaker who needs guidance on trapping. Together
we can make a difference.
 Julie Wheeler is a social worker at Mundelein High School where she had been
helping students for four years. Currently, Julie is working on a Certificate in
School Administration. She has previous volunteer experience with A Safe Place
and the Lake County Council Against Sexual Abuse. Julie is Spay and Stay’s new
Secretary/Treasurer.
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Girl Scouts closer to Gold Award
In pursuit of their Gold Award, the highest award in
Scouting for girls age 14-17, six Scouts from Troop
#3274, which serves Deerfield, attended Spay and
Stay’s April 15 spay day at the Waukegan Pet Clinic.
Volunteer Deb Krueger took the Scouts in small
groups to each of the seven stations that made up the
clinic. The stations included: 1-cat intake and holding, 2-anesthesia, 3-eartipping and vaccinations,
4-surgical prep, 5-surgery, 6-instrument cleaning,
and 7-recovery.
One of the requirements toward the Girl Scout’s

Gold Award is called Career Shadowing. The girls
spend time with people at work to observe what’s
involved in different careers.
Even though some of the
Scouts got a bit squeamish at
some of the stations, they were
able to watch the important
work that the veterinarians do
for homeless cats by sterilizing
them and treating their wounds.
They also saw all the skills
needed by the vet techs who
assist at the spay day and the volunteers who also do
many of the hands-on tasks like vaccinations, eartipping, wound cleaning, and application of worm and
flea treatment.
LEFT: Deb Kreuger explains the vaccination process to the
Scouts as volunteer Linda Petersen gives a distemper shot.
BELOW: The attractive bag to the left of this kitty recovering
from surgery is filled with heated rice to keep the cats warm
during and after surgery. In addition to collecting and donating cat food and beach towels, the
Scouts will also be making more of these bags.
ABOVE: Two of the Girl Scouts talk with Jodi
Welsch, a vet tech who carefully injects each
cats with anesthesia so they can be safely
handled.

THE HUMANE
SOLUTION :
Living better
without litters

Spay and Stay is a non-profit
organization dedicated to
working with compassionate
individuals and local governments to humanely control the
growth of the feral cat population in Lake County, IL.
Through humane education
and outreach programs, Spay
and Stay also works to ensure
long-term solutions to the
source of feral cats: unaltered,
free-roaming and/or abandoned domestic cats.

