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I T I N E R A R Y

Fine Art Landscape Photographers Luke Austin and 
Ricardo Da Cunha will be leading a special 10 day tour of 
New Zealand’s South Island during Autumn 2017. This tour 
will concentrate on capturing the best possible fall colours 
and will coincide with the famous Arrowtown Autumn Festival 
http://arrowtownautumnfestival.co.nz/. We will visit and 
photograph some of the most colourful landscapes of the 
South Island including Arrowtown and Twizel. In addition this 
extended tour will allow us to visit the Catlins region and the 
east coast where we’ll photograph the dramatic landscapes 
of Nugget Point and Moeraki Boulders. 

A lot of thought has been put into ensuring that as much 
ground as possible is covered all whilst trying to minimise our 
time on the road. We kick it all off by shooting the historic 
gold mining town of Arrowtown during the peak period for 
autumn colour and enjoy all the activity of the autumn festival. 
Post processing sessions will be incorporated throughout 
the tour as often as possible. Luke and Ricardo will also be 
available each evening to assist you with processing! 
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DAY 1 and 2 - APRIL 21/22 
Queenstown and Arrowtown
We will meet after breakfast at our base for the 
first two days at Mantra Marina in Queenstown 
by the shores of Lake Wakatipu. Here the group 
will meet and greet and have ample chance to 
familiarise themselves with one another. We will 
then check-in to our rooms before setting off 
for the first shoot of the tour at the historic and 
charming town of Arrowtown which should be 
alive with amazing fall colour. We will shoot into 
the sunset before returning to our base. After 
dinner, Luke and Ricardo will more formally 
introduce themselves and present their personal 
stories in their photography journeys and outlay 
the plan for the week ahead. 

Day 2 will begin with a sunrise shoot 
before spending the majority of the day in 
Arrowtown for what is considered the best day 
of the Autumn Festival... Market Day! 
http://arrowtownautumnfestival.co.nz/#tab-id-3

We will finish an enjoyable day with a sunset 
shoot along the shores of Lake Wakatipu.

I T I N E R A R Y
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I T I N E R A R Y

DAY 3 - APRIL 23 
Wanaka
Following another sunrise shoot in Queenstown 
followed by a hearty breakfast, we will hit the 
road for the first time and destined for the 
nearby tranquil township of Wanaka. At this 
time of year Wanaka will be alive with colourful 
trees dotting the shore of Lake Wanaka so 
excellent photographic opportunities will be 
abundant. Upon arriving, we will check-in to our 
accommodation and get our fix of inspiration 
at the The Picture Lounge gallery before setting 
out for a sunset shoot to photograph the famous 
lone willow tree along the edge of Lake Wanaka. 
We will also include a sunrise shoot in another 
location on Lake Wanaka so that we maximise 
the many other opportunities that exist around 
Lake Wanaka. 

DAY 4 - APRIL 24 
Twizel
After another early start to shoot the sunrise 
around Wanaka, we’ll get back on the road and 
continue to maximise the opportunities that exist 
to capture the autumn colours by visiting the 
stunning lakes surrounding the town of Twizel. 
These generally calm waters create stunning 
reflections and there will be no better time to 
photograph them than in the peak of Autumn. 
Our stay at Twizel will afford us some downtime 
where Luke and Ricardo will make themselves 
available for one-on-one processing tuition. 
A sunset shoot within the region will naturally 
follow before enjoying a group dinner.
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DAY 5 - APRIL 25 
Moeraki Boulders
Leaving the highlands district of the South 
Island, on day 5 we’ll make our way east heading 
for the coast and where we’ll begin our journey 
south along the coast towards the Catlins region. 
On our first stop, we’ll visit the surreal looking 
boulders that dot the coast at Moeraki. These 
unusual looking boulders have a dinosaur egg 
like appearance and make for strong subjects 
to photograph especially when they’re wrapped 
around by the incoming or outgoing tide. 
We’re sure to have plenty of fun shooting these 
iconic boulders and completely loose track of 
time doing so! For dinner we have a special 
destination planned that is full of character. 
 

DAY 6 - APRIL 26 
Kaka Point
Day 6 will have arrived in a blink of an eyelid 
and after another opportunity photographing 
the Moeraki boulders for sunrise, we’ll continue 
our way along the coast to arguably one of 
the most remarkable landscapes of the South 
Island, Nugget Point. Nugget Point is dotted 
with rocky islets and is famous for its iconic 
lighthouse. Seabird life is also as busy as 
you’re most likely to see anywhere else in 
New Zealand. There will be two opportunities 
to photograph this memorable landform at 
sunset and sunrise thanks to our conveniently 
placed accommodation only a short drive away 
and which overlooks this spectacular stretch 
of coastline. We will wrap up the day with a few 
laughs down at The Point Cafe and Bar where 
you’ll get a real feel for the South.

I T I N E R A R Y
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DAY 7 and 8 - APRIL 27/28 
Catlins Region
The Catlins region at the bottom of the island 
is sparse, windswept and offers scenic coastal 
landscapes, rolling green hills and pockets of 
temperate rainforest. All of this help to make it a 
very worthwhile region to discover over 2 nights. 
We will photograph the famous wind swept trees 
at Slope Point near the most southerly point of 
New Zealand, one of a number of lush waterfalls 
hidden in dense rainforest, and enjoy a number 
of other photographic opportunities in between. 
We will also use this chance to take things a 
little slower and make time to photograph the 
night sky.

DAY 9 and 10 - APRIL 29/30 
Queenstown
For our last night we will return where it all 
began. We’ll use this opportunity to photograph 
other local landscapes surrounding Queenstown, 
allow more time for one-on-one tuition and 
where we’ll enjoy our final dinner together as 
a group and reflect on our tour and share some 
stories. For those who are interested, we’ll 
provide one more shooting opportunity for 
sunrise before enjoying our last breakfast and 
concluding the tour.
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T H E  T E A M

Luke Austin
Luke Austin is an 
Australian born 
landscape and 
nature photographer 
currently based 
in Perth, Western 
Australia. He has 
spent time travelling 
and photographing 

throughout Australia, Canada, New Zealand 
and the United States of America. Luke is out 
and about as often as possible looking for new 
compositions, view points and subject matter 
to photograph while continually refining and 
developing his photographic techniques. His 
passion and awareness of the outdoors shines 
through in his images. 

Some of Luke’s photographic achievements 
include being named the 2015 International 
Landscape Photographer of the year, winner 
of the International Loupe Awards for the 
Landscape Photography category (2012) and 
being a featured artist at the Head On photo 
festival. His work has also been published in 
numerous media platforms across the globe. 

“I have always felt a strong connection with 
the environment. I like to use the camera as 
a tool to create images that not only capture 
the physical location and conditions present 
but also communicate emotion, experience or 
an idea. When I am on location I try to relax 
in the environment and immerse myself in the 
surroundings. I am then able to absorb the 
intricate details, subtle light and form of the 
landscape. It is these times when I am out and 
about with camera in tow that I feel truly free. 
All the soppy stuff aside though... I just love 
taking and creating photographs.”

Ricardo Da Cunha 
Ricardo is the 2014 
AIPP Australian 
Landscape 
Photographer of 
the Year and the 
2015 International 
Landscape 
Photographer of 
the Year runner-up. 

Ricardo’s imagery offers an insight into his 
philosophy on life. His images portray a world 
that he seeks; one that is simple and devoid 
of the noise that increasingly dominates our 
complicated lives. Ricardo likes to give his 
subjects space for them to breathe; just like he 
needs to find space so that his soul can breathe. 
Photography gives Ricardo the silence that he 
increasingly desires.

Ricardo’s images are often not true 
interpretations of what his camera sees but 
more importantly they are true interpretations 
of what Ricardo felt or what he thought he was 
seeing. To Ricardo this is more important as it 
helps enable the photographer to become a part 
of the photograph, and therefore reflects the 
photographer’s unique personality and thus in 
turn helping to make images unique.

Ricardo aims to produce images with a vision 
to inspire people to simplify their lives and 
appreciate the very few things that truly matter 
and bring us happiness. Therefore Ricardo’s 
images portray a more simplistic style. Long as 
he can remember Ricardo has subconsciously 
tried to simplify everything in his life, largely due 
to the anxiety that he suffers from. Incorporating 
this approach into his photography has been 
a natural progression and response. It’s this 
underlying vision that guides all the choices 
Ricardo makes in his photography today. 

“Ultimately I want to create honest, authentic 
and personally meaningful images that reflect 
who I am and please no one else but myself.”
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“ Don’t miss this opportunity to 
learn everything you can from 
the winner and runner-up of the 
2015 International Landscape 
Photographer of the Year.…”



D A T E S  A N D 
P R I C E S

Tour dates: 21 - 30 April 2017

Tour commences and ends in Queenstown (New Zealand)

Cost is AU$4,590 per person, twin share

Single supplement AU$850

Maximum 8 participants

A 10% deposit is required when you book the workshop

To reserve your place or to make an enquiry,  
please email: info@thelightcollective.com.au

“ Image opportunities are 
everywhere you look on the 
South Island. The focus of this 
tour will be to maximise these 
opportunities to capture as 
many images as possible.”
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T E R M S  A N D 
C O N D I T I O N S

Terms of payment
•  A 10% deposit must be paid to 

secure your place. The deposit is 
non-refundable unless you can 
sell your place to someone else. 
You can use the deposit to come 
with us on another tour with 
The Light Collective (within 24 
months) 

•  The remaining balance must be 
paid on or before 21 march 2017 

•  Bookings will be accepted strictly 
in the order they are received.

Cancellation Policy
A written notice of any cancellation 
must be received by you at which 
time the following cancellation fees 
will apply:

•  If cancelled between 1st March 
2017 and the 31st of March 2017, 
50% of the workshop cost will 
be payable

•  If cancelled between 1st April 
2017 and departure, a fee equal 
to 100% of the workshop cost 
will be payable

•  Failure to pay by the due dates 
will be considered a cancellation 
of  the booking and fees paid will 
be non-refundable

•  Bookings made after 21st of 
March 2017 must be paid in full

•  No refunds will be made for 
unused portions of the workshop

•  The photography workshop is 
sold as a land package (no airfares 
included)

•  Cancellation fees are not 
transferable. 

What’s included
•  Accommodation 

•  Transportation (including any 
transfers from airports or hotels)

•  All photographic tuition and 
workshop materials for duration 
of the tour 

•  Post processing tuition

•  Transfers from and to airport 
or/hotel.

What’s not included
•  Airfares

•  Meals and beverages

•  Travel insurance

•  Camera Equipment 

•  Optional personal activities.

Camera gear
There is really no limit to what 
camera gear you take but we 
always recommend to travel light. 
Check with your airline about 
weight restrictions. Whatever level 
of camera equipment you have, 
we will help to ensure you get the 
most out of it. 

Fitness/health considerations
The workshop has been planned 
to suit an average person in 
good health conditions but if 
you have concerns about your 
own capabilities or health, 
please check with your doctor 
before booking a place. We are 
likely to do only short hikes so 
please do not be concerned. By 
signing the Registration Form, 
you guarantee that to the best of 
your knowledge, you do not have 
any physical or other disability 
that could create a risk for you 
or other tour participants. Once 
a booking has been accepted 
by The Light Collective, medical 

circumstances will not be 
accepted as an exemption to the 
Cancellation Policy above. When 
you fill the Registration Form, 
please indicate any health issues 
or allergies. The Light Collective 
do not assume any responsibility 
or liability for medical care. If a 
participant becomes ill during the 
workshop, The Light Collective 
reserve the right to continue the 
tour for the benefit of the rest of 
the participants. Luke Austin and 
Ricardo Da Cunha will make every 
effort to assist you whilst trying 
to minimize disruption of the 
workshop for other participants. 

Rights
The Light Collective reserves the 
right to:

•  Substitute hotels/accommodation 

•  Make changes in the itinerary or 
transport if required 

•  Cancel the workshop prior to 
departure, in which case a full 
refund of all payments received 
will be given. If such event 
occurred, Luke Austin and Ricardo 
Da Cunha will not be responsible 
for any other expenses such 
as non-refundable air fares and 
other related expenses. The 
responsibility for such bookings 
lies with the participant. As such 
The Light Collective recommend 
participants to purchase a travel 
insurance prior to paying the first 
deposit. 

Liability
•  The operation of the workshop is 

at the sole discretion of Ricardo 
Da Cunha and Luke Austin (The 
Light Collective), having in mind 
the wellbeing and interests of 
all participants and the safe and 

sensible operation of the program 
as specified within this itinerary 

•  The Light Collective does not 
accept any liability for the acts, 
omissions or default, whether 
negligent or otherwise of third 
party providers 

•  The Light Collective disclaims 
liability for any injury, damage, 
loss, delay, additional expense 
or trouble caused by force 
majeure or any other event 
which is not preventable by 
reasonable diligence on The 
Light Collective’s part. 

The Light Collective
The Light Collective Group is an 
ASIC business name with Australian 
Business Number 20589589988 
and registered in Australia under the 
Business Names Registration Act 
2011. The Light Collective members 
Luke Austin and Ricardo Da Cunha 
will guide and provide photography 
tuition to all participants during 
the tour. The Light Collective is 
not a travel agent or travel service 
provider.

The Light Collective reserves the 
right to cancel this workshop. 
In the event of this happening, 
all payments received will be 
refunded but participants shall 
have no further claim against The 
Light Collective arising from such 
cancellation. Any such refund 
will not include payments for 
any bookings for other services 
made in addition to the itinerary 
outlined above. The responsibility 
for such bookings lies with the 
participant. As such, The Light 
Collective recommends participants 
to purchase a travel protection 
insurance prior to paying the first 
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C H E C K L I S T

Here is a list of some of the 
things that you might need.

Camera equipment
•  Camera (check your baggage 

allowance with your airline/travel 
agent)

•  Tripod with quick release plate

•  Lenses (Preferably a standard 
zoom, wide angle and telephoto 
lens) 

•  Battery and chargers

•  Shutter cable release

•  Polarising filter and ND filters

•  Laptop computer with Photoshop 
or Lightroom

•  External backup drives and/or 
memory cards for storage.

We recommend to shrink-wrap 
your baggage at your Australian/
International departure airport. 
We also recommend that you pack 
your camera equipment as your 
hand luggage as much as possible 
so that if the checked-in baggage 
is lost or delayed at least you can 
start photographing as soon as 
you arrive.  
 
Note: Please contact us if you want 
to discuss equipment for this trip.

Recommended personal kit
•  Backpack (60/90 litres)

• Cap/Hat

•  Scarf and Beanie (something to 
keep your neck warm)

•  Short and long sleeved t-shirts 
(synthetic)

• Thermal layers – top and bottom

•  Waterproof jacket with hood 
(like Gore-Tex)

•  Trekking trousers (preferably 
waterproof)

• Warm gloves

• Trekking socks

• Pair of trainers/sandals for wading

• Light waterproof trekking boots

• Trekking poles (optional)

• Sunglasses with UV filter

• Sun block

• Water bottle

• Personal hygiene kit

• Personal basic first aid kit

• Head torch (plus extra batteries)

• Plastic bags (various sizes).
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info@thelightcollective.com.au
www.thelightcollective.com.au


