GYRA represents 37 condominium buildings and their 5,000 residents within the area bound
by Avenue Rd., Yonge St., Charles St. and Ramsden Park Rd/Pears Ave.
GYRA provides a centralized voice for its member residents to ensure that issues impacting their quality
of life, security and prosperity are effectively positioned with our Municipal and Provincial Governments,
developers and business wherever needed.
GYRA strives to protect the historical and special areas of identity so as to preserve the unique character
and ambience of our neighbourhood.
April 4, 2017

Our quarterly newsletter is intended to update our residents on issues that GYRA is working
on which are affecting our neighbourhood. We hope that you find the information contained
GYRA NEWS in the newsletters of interest and helpful in understanding the issues that your residents’
association is dealing with on your behalf.

NEIGHBOURHOOD ISSUES
NOISE
With the patio season approaching, our collaboration with the Municipal Licensing & Standards (ML&S) and
Police 53 Division will continue our efforts to mitigate excessive noise primarily from motorcycles, modified
autos and restaurant patios. GYRA will also be meeting directly with the patio establishments in our
neighbourhood before the patio season to underline the importance to manage their establishments in
accordance with City’s noise by-laws. However, the reality is that our best hope to control the excessive noise is
through a change to the City’s Noise Bylaws. (see below)
NOISE BY-LAW
GYRA has participated in all the Municipal Licensing and Standards Noise Bylaw review meetings. Several more
meetings are scheduled before a final draft is submitted. GYRA is an active participant in this process, along
with the Toronto Noise Coalition, which is comprised of residents’ associations from across the City.
NEW PARKING RESTRICTIONS for CUMBERLAND, BELLAIR and YORKVILLE
We are happy to report that as a result of the work spearheaded by GYRA with City Traffic Operations and
Councillor Wong-Tam, the changes to the parking restrictions at Cumberland and Bellair and Bellair and
Yorkville intersections have now been approved by the City’s Traffic Operations Division. These changes will
help improve vehicular traffic flow at these intersections. The next step is for these recommendations to go to
City Council in May for final approval.
JAZZ FESTIVAL
We are happy to confirm that the Yorkville area will host the Toronto Jazz Festival this summer June 23rd – July
2nd. Through several meetings, we have addressed various venue options, traffic control, waste management,
music decibel levels and to ensure that no music is played outdoors past 11 pm. We believe that the Toronto
Jazz Festival will be a wonderful addition to the Yorkville scene for our residents, visitors and local businesses.
- Continued on next page

(Neighbourhood Issues Cont’d)
OMB (ONTARIO MUNICIPAL BOARD) REVIEW
There is a strong feeling that the OMB process for reviewing and approving building development proposals is
flawed and needs to be changed. GYRA has filed a submission and participated in meetings in the OMB review
process. The Ontario Government has committed to conduct a thorough review taking into consideration the
numerous recommendations that have been submitted by GYRA and many other residents’ associations and
other stakeholder groups.
SECTION 37 FUNDS
Section 37 refers to money that is paid into a separate City fund (not part of the City’s Operations revenue) by
developers for the right to building more than the City’s Official Plan. The fund is to be used for capital projects
and capital improvements in the neighbourhood of the development to compensate the area residents for a
development’s height and density above what is permitted by the Zoning Bylaw. A small percentage is also
made available for public housing. Up until very recently, the amount of money in the fund has not been
disclosed. GYRA was instrumental over the last year and half in getting the City to make public the amount of
Section 37 money that is currently available. As was reported this past month for the first time, our ward
(Ward 27, Toronto Centre-Rosedale) has approximately $64 million of the $225 million available for the entire
GTA and the most of any ward. It’s definitely a considerable sum but understandable, given the amount of
building developments that continue apace in our neighbourhood.
BLOOR – YORKVILLE OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW
TOcore’s Downtown Planning Proposals report will inform the development of the Secondary Plan for
Downtown. City Council requested the Chief Planner and Executive Director, City Planning to bring forward a
draft Secondary Plan for Downtown by mid-2017 as well as related policy directions from the Director,
Community Planning, Toronto and East York District. The Bloor-Yorkville area will fall within the new
Downtown Secondary Plan. Many of these policy directions relate and respond to the Policy Approach in the
Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown Planning Framework and Implementation Strategy, and will set the foundation
for the new Bloor-Yorkville Site and Area Specific Policy. GYRA has been in ongoing discussions with the City’s
Planning Department on specific issues relating to the Greater Yorkville area, and will continue to participate in
the development of the Secondary Plan for Bloor/Yorkville.
GYRA has expressed concerns that any future deviations from the plan should be accompanied by changes to
the OMB process which currently does not allow for adequate input from affected residents, as represented in
our neighbourhood by GYRA.
- Continued on next page

(Neighbourhood Issues Cont’d)
HOMELESS HELP
GYRA has confirmed with Troy Ford of Parks Ambassador that if there are homeless living in parks, residents
are to call him at 416-771-3042. Parks Ambassador is a City funded agency. We also spoke with the
organization Streets to Homes, which is also a City funded agency. They advised that if there is anyone sleeping
on our streets, Streets to Homes number is 416-392-0090. They will try to convince the person to allow them
to take them into a home. They are however not permitted to remove them against their will. If Streets to
Home is unavailable, please call 311, advising them of the situation and requesting that the situation that we
want this be reported to Outreach, which is opened 7 am – 11 pm. Outreach will forward the complaint to
Streets to Homes and respond to the situation within four hours. If the person is violent you must call the
police at 53 Division at 416-808-5300. We have found these agencies and the police to be responsive to our
calls. You should contact Police at 911 in emergency situations.
BICYCLE LANES ON BLOOR
The bicycle lanes on Bloor west of Avenue Rd. are currently going through an assessment process which is
scheduled to be completed this summer. In anticipation that the lanes may be approved on a permanent basis,
the City has started to plan for bicycle lanes on Bloor east of Avenue Rd. possibly all the way to Sherbourne St.
We will continue to monitor this file and participate in any community review process.

Construction Update
For background on these developments, please visit the City’s Yorkville Planning
Department’s portal, which can be found here:
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=1be452cc66061410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD

LANES RE-OPENING
The 10 storey office building on Yorkville near Avenue Rd. is nearing completion and the lane closure on
Yorkville Ave. is scheduled to be removed by this May. The lane closure on Avenue Rd. north of Yorkville
Ave. in front of Yorkville Village is also scheduled to be removed by this May. GYRA has been diligent in
advocating for their removal which will obviously be very welcomed in our neighbourhood.
YORK SQUARE - (the NE corner of Yorkville and Avenue Rd)
The OMB hearing was held for five days starting January 16, 2017. GYRA had Participant status and made
a strong statement supporting the City’s opposition to the project. One other GYRA member who
represented an adjacent condominium building also made a statement in opposition to the proposed
development. The issues revolve around height and massing of the proposed condominium building. As
of the date of this newsletter, we are still waiting for a decision from the OMB.
1 BLOOR ST WEST – (former location of Stollery’s on the south west corner of Bloor and Yonge)
After several working group meetings, City planners continue to support this proposal. GYRA along with
other residents’ associations and individual condominium corporations oppose this development for its
negative impact on neighbouring properties and the neighbourhood in general. More specifically because
of its height and density, it does not adequately address vehicular access to the site, the height of the
retail podium as well as other concerns. The OMB hearing is scheduled to start on April 18, 2017. GYRA is
a Party at this hearing along with the condominium corporations at 35 Balmuto and 21 Balmuto and two
local businesses. Other residents’ associations and individuals are Participants in opposing the
development at the hearing.

Have a neighbourhood issue? Need to find out more? Contact GYRA at: info@GYRA.ca

(Construction Issues Cont’d)
100 DAVENPORT ROAD - adjacent to The Florian (88 Davenport) & Domus (3 McAlpine)
Diamante Developments’ proposed 39 storey condo tower was refused by the City. The developer is
appealing to the City for an amendment in the Official Plan for the site to allow for the building’s 39
storeys, which requires Toronto and East York Community Council (TEYCC) and City Council’s approvals.
Concurrently, Diamante is appealing to the OMB for a change in zoning, which would be a key factor in
permitting the project to proceed, unless opposed on grounds, for example, of the development’s
height and its negative impact on such negative effects as increased wind and shadowing. The City’s
Planning Department is recommending that the Community Council decline the Official Plan
amendment appeal at its April 4th meeting. The OMB pre-hearing has been scheduled for April 25th.
48-58 SCOLLARD and 1315-1325 BAY - (the north east corner of Bay and Scollard)
The City’s Planning Department is recommending that this development be approved by TEYCC at its
April 4th meeting.
874-878 YONGE and 3-11 SCOLLARD – (the south west corner of Yonge and Scollard)
The condominium proposed by Cityzen Development Group at 59 stories would be significantly higher
than permitted in the City’s Official Plan with a 37.5 density. By way of comparison, 1 Bloor East is 17.3
and the 80-floor proposed 1 Bloor West development is approximately 28.2. The building would set a
new precedent for the Yorkville neighborhood and has met with much community resistance. GYRA
appeared before the TEYCC in support of the refusal report by the City Planning Department. TEYCC
refused the development at its Sept 7th meeting. City Council also refused the application. The
developer has since filed an appeal with the OMB. No hearing date has been scheduled yet.
TRATTORIA NERVOSA
Trattoria Nervosa has submitted plans to update its property after presenting its proposal to GYRA for
consideration. Ongoing discussions with the architects took place over months to ensure that the
proposal satisfies our concerns regarding potential negative effects on the condominium buildings in
the immediate vicinity. We await the City Planners’ initial report. GYRA will continue its involvement
in the approval process until its completion.
102-108 YORKVILLE AVE.
The four houses comprising this address will be demolished and replaced by updated buildings at
about the same existing height. GYRA has had several positive meetings with the developer, First
Capital, on construction issues, waste management, etc. The developer originally wanted to build right
up to the property line. GYRA was instrumental in the review process and we’re happy to report that
First Capital has agreed to a three-metre setback thereby increasing the width of the sidewalk. To date,
First Capital has shown great consideration in respecting the character of Yorkville.
189 Avenue Rd. (north of Davenport)
This is a mid-rise condominium project at the corner of Pears and Avenue Rd. GYRA has met with the
architect and we can report that the design is quite unique with an abundance of greenery on and
around the building. However, there may be concern by the immediate community regarding its height
of approximately 50 metres. We are waiting for the City Planner’s initial report and we will be
thoroughly reviewing it before submitting GYRA’s comments and position.
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