Aaron Neville performing at the highly successful Toronto Jazz Festival in front of approximately 4,000 people.

GYRA represents 38 condominium buildings and their 5,000+ residents within the area bound
by Avenue Rd., Yonge St., Charles St. and Ramsden Park Rd/Pears Ave.

GYRA provides a centralized voice for its member residents to ensure that issues impacting their quality
of life, security and prosperity are effectively positioned with our Municipal and Provincial Governments,
developers and business wherever needed.
GYRA strives to protect the historical and special areas of identity so as to preserve the unique character
and ambience of our neighbourhood.
July, 2017

Our quarterly newsletter is intended to update our residents on issues that GYRA is working
on which are affecting our neighbourhood. We hope that you find the information contained
in the newsletters of interest and helpful in understanding the issues that your residents’
GYRA NEWS
association is advocating on your behalf.

THE GYRA NEIGHBOURHOOD
TORONTO JAZZ FESTIVAL
We hope you were able to enjoy the Toronto Jazz Festival in Yorkville. Over ten days it presented a wonderful
array of performers and was well attended. We are happy to report that the festival's organizers followed all of
the conditions we laid out for them, including no music past 10 pm, garbage pickup and appropriate traffic
controls. But, as this was the first year of the festival in our neighborhood, GYRA will meet with them to
review where improvements should be made to mitigate disruption to our residents. We ask for any input in
writing to info@gyra.ca.
TORONTO FASHION WEEK
We are pleased that Toronto Fashion Week (TFW) is coming to Yorkville from September 5 to 7, prior to the
Toronto Film Festival. GYRA is working with TFW on road closures, minimal nighttime music, garbage, etc., to
help ensure its success with as little inconvenience as possible to our member residents. We will provide more
information as we get closer to runway time.
OPEN STREETS
We can confirm that in 2017 Open Streets will return on sections of Bloor St. and Yonge St. on August 20 and
September 17 from 10:00 am-2:00 pm. More information can be found in these attachments. See link below:
https://www.openstreetsto.org
NOISE – Amplified Music
GYRA has continued to meet with two patio establishments in the Yorkville core, and we can report that they
have agreed to guidelines on acceptable decibel maximums after 11 pm. Their willingness to co-operate is
reassuring, and the decibel level guidelines seem to be working. Of course, we will continue to monitor to
make sure these acceptable levels are maintained.
- Continued on next page

(Neighbourhood Issues Cont’d)
NOISE BY-LAW
GYRA has participated in the Municipal Licensing and Standards Noise Bylaw review process. The next meeting
is scheduled for September when proposed changes from Municipal Licensing and Standards will be presented
to the working group along with recommendations the working group has made during the six months of
meetings. The working group is concerned that its recommendations are far from what ML&S is proposing.
Several additional meetings will be required to bridge the gap. GYRA is an active participant in this process,
along with the Toronto Noise Coalition, which is comprised of residents’ associations from across the city. The
Toronto Board of Health has recently released its long awaited report on noise. The report underlines the
negative impact on many aspects of health affected by excessive noise such as hearing loss, sleep disruption,
hypertension, and cardiovascular and cognitive impacts. Please see the following links:
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2017.HL20.5
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2017/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-104524.pdf
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2017/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-104525.pdf
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2017/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-104948.pdf
OMB (ONTARIO MUNICIPAL BOARD) REVIEW
There is a strong feeling that the OMB process for reviewing and approving building development proposals is
flawed and requires change. The Government of Ontario is conducting a thorough review, taking into
consideration the numerous recommendations submitted by GYRA and other residents’ associations and
stakeholder groups. It has now released its first draft of revisions to the current OMB process, and we are
happy to see that many of our recommendations were included. We will continue to meet with the
appropriate provincial representatives to advance our views. See link below:
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page14965.aspx

LIGHTS OFF ON YONGE ST. SOUTH OF DAVENPORT/CHURCH TO BLOOR ST.
Street lights on this section of Yonge have been out of order for months. GYRA has been in discussions with
Councillor Wong-Tam and her office, Toronto Hydro, the BIA, and Plaza Corp, the 1 Yorkville Ave. developer to
seek a solution to this situation. At GYRA’s instigation and coordinated by our Councillor’s office, a walkabout
was held on the evening of July 4 to discuss options to resolve this dangerous situation. Last summer there was
a similar problem in the core of Yorkville until GYRA stepped in and played a pivotal role in finding a resolution.
Similarly, we will continue to work with the appropriate stakeholders on the Yonge St. situation until it is
resolved.

BLOOR – YORKVILLE OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW
GYRA participated in the first Yorkville Local Advisory Committee consultation meeting organized by City
Planner Oren Tamir and Councillor Wong-Tam to begin discussions to establish parameters for future
development of the Yorkville area. There was also a community meeting on June 27 at the Stone Church
(Davenport Rd) that was attended by several GYRA member residents and members of GYRA’s executive.
GYRA encouraged attendance, as we believe this initiative is a critical step in protecting and enhancing
Yorkville’s unique character as the home to thousands of residents and a destination for visitors from around
the world.
PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT CUMBERLAND/BELLAIR YORKVILLE INTERSECTIONS
The changes GYRA had requested were approved by the City and we are now waiting for these changes to be
made, which we were advised should be by the end of the summer.

BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS

For background on these developments, please visit the City’s Yorkville Planning
Department’s portal, which can be found here:
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=1be452cc66061410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD

YORK SQUARE (the NE corner of Yorkville Ave. and Avenue Rd.)
The OMB hearing was held in January 2017. GYRA had Participant status and made a strong statement
supporting the City’s opposition to the project. A GYRA member who represented an adjacent
condominium also made a statement in opposition to the proposed development. The issues revolve
around height and massing of the proposed condominium and the use of Section 37 money to finance the
operation of an open square. As of this date, we are still awaiting a decision from the OMB.

1 BLOOR ST WEST (former location of Stollery’s on the southwest corner of Bloor St. and Yonge St.)
Anticipating that construction may begin as early as this autumn, Councillor Wong-Tam is convening a
meeting of affected stakeholders with the City’s Transportation Services staff and the developer to address
construction management. GYRA and its members, 35 and 21 Balmuto, have been invited to participate in
the construction management process, which will begin this month. This massive development will take
several years to complete.
MANULIFE CENTRE (55 Bloor Street West)
Manulife’s $100 million renovation is underway. Residents passing by the complex will have noticed that
hoarding has been installed and there is a lane closure on the west side of Balmuto St. GYRA is organizing
a meeting with Manulife, 35 and 21 Balmuto to discuss construction management issues. The project is
scheduled to take two years to complete.
100 DAVENPORT ROAD (adjacent to The Florian (88 Davenport Rd.) and Domus (3 McAlpine)
Diamante Developments’ proposed 39 storey condominium was refused by the City. In response, the
developer appealed to the City for an amendment in the Official Plan. Toronto and East York Community
Council (TEYCC) and City Council also declined the appeal on the recommendation of City’s Planning
Department. Concurrently, Diamante is appealing to the OMB for a change in zoning, which would be a
key factor in permitting the project to proceed. The OMB pre-hearing was held on April 25. GYRA,
ABCRA, Domus, the Florian, the Belmont Nursing Home have all been granted Party status. A date has not
yet been set for an OMB meeting to determine if mediation is a possibility.
48-58 SCOLLARD and 1315-1325 BAY (This is a high-end rental building located at the northeast corner of
Bay St. and Scollard Ave.)
Approvals are in place, however no date has been set for the beginning of construction. GYRA will
continue to monitor developments with regard to the construction of this building.

Have a neighbourhood issue? Need to find out more? Contact GYRA at: info@GYRA.ca

(Construction Issues Cont’d)
874-878 YONGE and 3-11 SCOLLARD (the south west corner of Yonge St. & Scollard Ave.)
At 59 storeys, this condominium proposed by Cityzen Development Group would be significantly higher
than permitted in the City’s Official Plan. As proposed it has a density 37.5. By way of comparison, 1
Bloor East is 17.3 and the 84-storey 1 Bloor West is approximately 28.2. This proposed development
would set a new precedent for the Yorkville neighborhood, and the proposal has met with community
resistance. City Council and TEYCC refused the development. GYRA appeared before TEYCC in support
of the City Planning Department's refusal. The developer has since filed an appeal with the OMB. The
pre-hearing has been held, and the OMB hearing is scheduled for early 2018. GYRA was granted Party
status and GYRA members, 18 Yorkville, 18 and 8 Scollard, and 20 Collier were granted Participant
status. As of this date, the OMB mediation date has not been set; mediation participation is limited to
Parties.
TRATTORIA NERVOSA (the north east corner of Yorkville Ave. and Bellair St.)
Trattoria Nervosa presented GYRA a proposal to update its property for consideration. Discussions
with the architects took place over months to ensure that the proposal satisfied our concerns regarding
potential negative effects on condominiums in the immediate vicinity. This resulted in a plan which
was submitted to the City. The City Planning department directed the architects to make certain
changes to the plans. GYRA will continue to be involved in the approval process until the renovation’s
completion.

102-108 YORKVILLE AVE.
The four houses at these addresses are being demolished and will be replaced by updated buildings at
about the same height. GYRA has had several meetings with the developer First Capital regarding
construction issues, waste management, and the width of the sidewalk. We expect that the developer
will require the parking lane in front of the properties once construction of the new buildings begins. It
is estimated that the lane will be closed for 6-12 months.
101 YORKVILLE AVE.
This building is currently occupied by Over the Rainbow and Summers Ice Cream, among other tenants.
It has been purchased by First Capital and will be demolished and replaced with a similar-sized building
with spacious setbacks as well as laneways connecting Yorkville Ave. to Cumberland St. The
preliminary design is encouraging in its respect for Yorkville’s character. Demolition is scheduled to
start following the completion of the properties across the street at 102-108 Yorkville, which is
expected in 12-18 months.

(Construction Issues Cont’d)
189 AVENUE Rd. (NORTH OF DAVENPORT RD.)
This is a mid-rise condominium project at the corner of Pears Ave. and Avenue Rd. GYRA has met with
the architect, and we can report that the design is unique and includes an abundance of greenery on
and around the building. There may be concerns in the immediate neighbourhood regarding its
approximately 50-metre height. We await the City Planner’s initial report and will thoroughly review it
before submitting GYRA’s position.
PARK HYATT HOTEL
Approvals have been granted to convert the south hotel tower to high-end rental units. The north
tower will continue to operate as a hotel. In addition to renovations of the south tower, there will also
be changes to the area connecting the two towers. For those of you who have frequented the bar at
the top of the south tower, the developer, Oxford Properties, is giving serious consideration to
continuing its operation once construction is completed. Work is scheduled to begin within the next
two to four months and to be completed within one to two years.

Help GYRA continue making a difference for our neighbourhood!
Thank you to our core group of volunteers who offer their time to
effectively advocate on behalf of all our member residents to make our
neighbourhood even better.
In order to expand our advocacy in specific areas, we are in need of an
individual who practices municipal law and is willing to volunteer some of
their time. Please contact us at www.info@gyra.ca .
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