GYRA represents 39 condominium buildings and their 7,000+ residents within the area bound
by Avenue Rd., Yonge St., Charles St. and Ramsden Park Rd/Pears Ave.
GYRA provides a centralized voice for its member residents to ensure that issues impacting their quality of
life, security and prosperity are effectively positioned with our Municipal and Provincial Governments,
developers and businesses wherever needed.
GYRA strives to protect the historical and special areas of identity so as to preserve the unique character
and ambience of our neighbourhood.
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GYRA NEWS

Our newsletter is intended to update our residents on issues that GYRA is working on
which are affecting our neighbourhood. We hope that you find the information contained
in the newsletters of interest and helpful in understanding the issues that your residents’
association is advocating on your behalf.

THE GYRA NEIGHBOURHOOD
TORONTO JAZZ FESTIVAL
We are still in discussions with the organizers about changes required to enhance the experience for our
residents and visitors. The dates for the next Toronto Jazz Festival are June 24 - July 3, 2018. Details will be
forthcoming closer to event time.

TORONTO FASHION WEEK (TFW)
We asked for and received feedback from a number of our residents about last September’s TFW event. Based
on our own observations and feedback, we have met with the organizers, who have agreed to implement a
number of significant changes that we feel will greatly improve the experience for our residents and visitors to
our Yorkville neighborhood. Most importantly, this coming February’s event will take place entirely within
Yorkville Village (formerly Hazelton Lanes). As a result, there will be no street closures and no external
generators that were a significant source of noise during the inaugural September 2017 event. We thank the
organizers and First Capital Realty (owners of Yorkville Village) for their cooperation, and our residents who
provided constructive input.
NEW TORONTO NOISE BY-LAW
The last meeting of the Municipal Licensing and Standards (ML&S) Noise By-law review process was held a few
months ago. GYRA is an active participant in this process, along with the Toronto Noise Coalition (TNC), which
is comprised of residents’ associations from across the city. We have just received the first draft of the new
Noise By-law from ML&S for further discussion. TNC continues to be concerned that after a year of
consultations, ML&S’s proposals will be far from adequate in meeting the City’s needs.
YORKVILLE PARK MAINTENANCE
Maintenance of our Yorkville Park on Cumberland St is less than desired, to say the least. The City only
allocates staff twice a week for about one hour each time for this purpose. Part of the challenge is the gravel
installed in three sections of the park, making it extremely difficult to pick up cigarette butts and other waste.
This problem does not exist where there are paving stones or other materials that allow for sweeping. GYRA is
working with our Councillor’s office and City staff to have the gravel replaced with a material that can be easily
swept, while keeping the overall character of the park.
- Continued on next page

(Neighbourhood Issues Cont’d)
OMB (ONTARIO MUNICIPAL BOARD) REVIEW
The last Newsletter reported that GYRA and six other downtown residents’ associations have joined together to
form the Downtown Toronto Residents Associations’ Alliance (DTRAA), representing over 100,000 area
residents. DTRAA responded to the Government of Ontario’s Bill 139, Building Better Communities and
Conserving Watersheds Act.
DTRAA’s comments included the need for: a robust mediation process involving effective resident
representation; clarity on definitions, such as Transit Centres; recognition that the OMB successor body, the
Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) appeals process could duplicate the current and problematic de novo
process, which the DTRAA opposes. Bill 139 received Royal Assent and came into force in December.
However, needed amendments to the Bill are not anticipated to come into force until this spring. Regulations
to the bill have also been released for consultation. As a result, this will continue to be a very active, high
priority file.
SMALL BUSINESS PROPERTY TAX REFORM
City Council supported a motion by Councillor Wong-Tam and Economic Development and Culture Committee
Chair Michael Thompson to integrate small business property tax reforms into the City’s 2018 Budget planning
process. As an example, small
store-front businesses on Yonge Street have been suffering massive property tax
s
increases as a result of the Province’s “highest and best use” property assessments that value even modest
properties at the same rate as large developments. City staff will report back to a Council Special Committee
meeting this February on how Toronto can do more to save small businesses and character streets, like those in
Yorkville. GYRA is supportive of this initiative.

CHARLES STREET PROPOSAL TO TWO-WAY STREET
GYRA is working with our Councillor and City staff to turn Charles St. from Yonge to Balmuto into a two-way
street. The purpose of this change is to provide residents and visitors on Balmuto additional options to exit this
congested area. Charles St. from Balmuto to Bay is already a two-way street. Charles St. from Bay to St.
Thomas was recently converted to a two-way street, and we are looking to have it extended about 30 metres
further west. City staff has been asked to further study the proposal and consult with the local stakeholders,
including GYRA and its members.
LIGHTS OFF ON YONGE ST. SOUTH OF DAVENPORT/CHURCH TO BLOOR ST and COLLIER ST.
After many months of street lights on this section of Yonge and on Collier Street being out of order, many are
now working. This is the result of GYRA working with Councillor Wong-Tam and her office, Toronto Hydro, the
BIA, Plaza Corp. (the 1 Yorkville Ave. developer) and Great Gulf (the 8 Cumberland’s developer) to seek a
solution to this dangerous situation. However, a number of lights still remain out of order. We will continue
our efforts to restore complete lighting.
- Continued on next page

BLOOR – YORKVILLE OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW
GYRA participated in the first Yorkville Local Advisory Committee consultation meeting organized by City
Planner Oren Tamir and Councillor Wong-Tam. After a great deal of work and additional consultation we are
happy to report that City Council passed a by-law requiring a minimum of three metre setbacks from property
lines of all new buildings in the Yorkville core. This is a major step in preserving and in fact, improving the
character of Yorkville. We thank Councillor Wong-Tam and City Planner Oren Tamir for their vision and work on
behalf of our neighbourhood. This new by-law will provide generous sidewalk widths for pedestrians and
continue to allow for pedestrian gathering places along Yorkville Ave., Cumberland St. and Bellair St.
SIDEWALKS FOR ALL
GYRA supports Councillor Wong-Tam’s initiative as Chair of Toronto’s Accessibility Advisory Committee, to
harmonize and update the patio and marketing by-laws to standardize the city-wide minimum pedestrian
unobstructed sidewalk to 2.1 metres, allowing those using mobility devices, wheelchairs, and walking with
caregivers, guide dogs, shopping bags or children in large strollers, the ability to move safely on our City
sidewalks. Unfortunately, the Council’s Licensing and Standards and Public Works and Infrastructure
Committees met in December and referred the proposed changes back to staff for further study. As a result,
this worthy initiative will not be debated at City Council until later this year.
ADVANCED GREEN LIGHT AT DAVENPORT AND BAY ST.
GYRA has submitted a request to the City’s Traffic Department for an advanced green light to be installed at the
intersection of Davenport Rd. and Bay St. for vehicles waiting to turn south onto Bay St. This change will
improve the flow of west bound traffic on Davenport Rd. We are working with the City to strike the right
balance between traffic flow and pedestrian safety, which remains our priority
WARD BOUNDARY CHANGES
Now that it appears that new ward boundaries will be in place for the next municipal election (barring any last
minute appeals), Councillor Wong-Tam is thinking seriously about her plans for 2018. The statement released
by her office, which can be found HERE, concludes “Councillor Wong-Tam is having conversations with
supporters and her team, and evaluating where she will run in the 2018 municipal election. She will make her
intentions known in the near future.” Whether the Councillor runs in our ward or in another, GYRA wishes her
the very best and to express our sincere thank you for her and her staff’s support, which has always been in the
best interest of our community
NEW CONDOMINIUM ACT OF ONTARIO – BILL 106
Condo board members and property managers throughout Ontario have been receiving information from
many sources about the new Condominium Act. In order to clarify that information now that Bill 106 has finally
passed, GYRA is sponsoring a free seminar for all of our condominium buildings’ board members. The seminar
will focus on the areas that will impact condominiums the most such as the new rights of owners, increased
communications to owners as well as new obligations and required training for all condominium board
members. As required by the new Act, owners will be receiving information in the near future from your condo
board regarding the new Condominium Act.

Sidewalks for all…

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
YORK SQUARE – condominium/retail proposal - (NE corner of Yorkville & Avenue Rd.)
The OMB hearing was held in January 2017. GYRA had Participant status and made a
strong statement supporting the City’s opposition to the project. A GYRA member who represented
an adjacent condominium also made a statement in opposition to the proposed development. The
issues revolve around height and massing of the proposed condominium and the use of Section 37
money to finance the operation of an open square. As of this newsletter, we are still awaiting a
decision from the OMB.
1 BLOOR ST WEST – condominium/hotel/retail proposal - (SW corner of Bloor & Yonge)
This development has approval for excavation but as of the preparation of this newsletter, approvals
have not been given for above ground construction. The developer has recently made changes to the
design, which has resulted in approval delays by City Planning. The exact timing of when the above
grade construction will begin is not known at this time. GYRA and its members, 35 and 21 Balmuto,
have participated in the construction management process and will continue to do so as the project
proceeds. This massive development will take 4-5 years to complete.
MANULIFE CENTRE (55 Bloor Street West)
Manulife’s $100 million renovation is underway. Residents passing by the complex will have noticed
that hoarding has been installed and there is a lane closure on the west side of Balmuto St. GYRA
organized a meeting with Manulife and members 35 and 21 Balmuto and 1121 Bay St. to discuss
construction management issues including safety, security and traffic flow related to the renovation
and those same issues when the Manulife Centre and 1 Bloor W. are both under construction at the
same time. The Manulife project is scheduled to be completed in two years. Of note, Eataly [click
link] is opening its first Canadian location some time in 2019, and will occupy a 50,000 square foot
space in the Manulife Centre. Eataly first opened in Turin, Italy back in 2007. It now has 30 stores in
various countries including the United States, Japan, Dubai and Brazil.
100 DAVENPORT ROAD – condominium proposal – (adjacent to Florian at 88 Davenport Rd &
Domus at 3 McAlpine)
As reported previously, Diamante Development’s proposed 39 storey condominium was refused by
the City. Diamante is appealing to the OMB to amend the zoning by-law permitting the project to
proceed. At the OMB mediation hearing held on October 20, 2017, Parties were not able to arrive at
a resolution. The OMB hearing will begin on February 26, 2018. GYRA, ABC Residents Association,
GYRA member Domus (the condominium at 3 McAlpine St.) and the Belmont Nursing Home are
Parties to the process, and are in agreement with the City’s position to refuse this proposal. The
Florian (the condominium at 88 Davenport Rd.) also a Party, supports this development. The
developer is now proposing to lower the height of the tower to 29 storeys. It is doubtful that this
change is enough to satisfy the objecting Parties.
189 AVENUE Rd. – condominium proposal with first floor retail - (N of Davenport on E side)
This is a mid-rise condominium project at the south east corner of Pears Ave. and Avenue Rd. The
developer has filed an OMB appeal. The pre-hearing conference is scheduled for Feb. 1, 2018.

Have a neighbourhood issue? Need to find out more? Contact GYRA at: info@GYRA.ca

(Construction Issues Cont’d)
48-58 SCOLLARD and 1315-1325 BAY – condominium proposal (NE corner of Bay & Scollard)
This development was originally scheduled to be a high end rental building; however reports are that the
site has been sold to a condo developer with the current approvals for size, density and built form. No date
has been set for the beginning of construction. GYRA will continue to monitor developments and work to
ensure a robust construction management plan is in place and executed.
874-878 YONGE and 3-11 SCOLLARD - condominium proposal (SW corner of Yonge
& Scollard)
At 59 storeys, this condominium proposed by Cityzen Development Group would be significantly higher
than permitted by the City’s Official Plan and it has refused this development. It would set a new precedent
for the Yorkville neighborhood on many counts, including its very small lot size, excessive height and density,
vehicle access and other issues. It has met with strong community resistance. The developer is appealing
to the OMB, which held a mediation hearing on November 30, 2017 however agreement was not reached
by the Parties. GYRA and ABC Residents Association were granted Party status and GYRA members, 18
Yorkville, 8 Scollard and 20 Collier were granted Participant status; all are in opposition.
771 YONGE ST – condominium/retail proposal - (SE corner of Yonge & Asquith)
Menkes Developments’ original proposal was for a 48 storey, mixed-use condominium building. While the
heritage building would be retained and restored, GYRA originally concluded that the development did not
conform to GYRA positions on key metrics such as set-backs, height, density, and building separation that
contradict neighbourhood “Open Sky” and “Open Space” concepts. The OMB pre-hearing was held on July
27, 2017. GYRA was granted Party status and member 20 Collier was granted Participant status. Menkes
has subsequently proposed a revised plan with a 26 storey height. GYRA is in the process of evaluating the
new plan before it takes a final position.
102-108 YORKVILLE AVE. - new build retail space by First Capital
Construction is underway on the project. The estimated construction time is 12-18 months, with
completion scheduled towards the end of 2018 or early 2019. The new building will be the same height as
the one it replaces and the set-back from the property line will be 3 metres.
101 YORKVILLE AVE. - new build retail space to be developed by First Capital Realty
This building is currently occupied by Over the Rainbow and Summers Ice Cream, among other tenants. It
has been purchased by First Capital and will be demolished and replaced with a similar-sized building with
spacious setbacks as well as laneways connecting Yorkville Ave. to Cumberland St. The preliminary design
presented to GYRA is encouraging in its respect for Yorkville’s character. Demolition is scheduled to start
following the completion of the properties across the street at 102-108 Yorkville, which is also owned by
First Capital Realty.
PARK HYATT HOTEL
The conversion of the Park Hyatt Hotel south tower to long-term rental units and the upgrading of the north
tower hotel have begun. A two storey podium will be built between the two towers. It is expected that the
bar on top of the south tower will be re-opened. Estimated time for completion is two years. Please click
HERE for details of this project.
151 AVENUE RD. – condominium development - (between Webster & Davenport Rd.)
This is a condominium development by Dash Development. It comprises of 10 storeys and approximately 72
units. Construction has begun and completion is expected in the fall of 2019.

(Construction Issues Cont’d)
1 YORKVILLE AVE. – condo development with retail - (corner of Yonge & Yorkville)
This 58 storey condominium building with retail in the heritage buildings along Yonge St. is
expected to be completed in about two years. The developers are Bazis and Plaza Corp.
8 CUMBERLAND ST. – condo proposal with retail - (corner of Yonge & Cumberland)
This is an approved 51 storey condominium building with retail in the heritage buildings on Yonge St. The
developer is Great Gulf which built 1 Bloor St. East. Construction has not started yet as the City is waiting
for some additional information from the developer.
33 YORKVILLE AVE. - condo/retail/public parking development (between Bay & Yonge)
This is a 2 tower condominium project by Cresford Developments. One tower is 60 storeys and the other
tower is 40 storeys. This project was approved several years ago and demolition will begin in early spring,
which will include the demolition of the Toronto Parking Authority garage on Yorkville Ave. This project will
take about four years to complete and an underground replacement parking garage with 800 spaces will be
completed in about two years. The temporary loss of the garage will definitely put a strain on parking in the
Yorkville neighbourhood. Cresford has undertaken to communicate alternate parking available during the
garage construction. GYRA will inform membership of the closure closer to the date. The developer began
the marketing of the condo units two months ago and reports are that the project was sold out within a
week, except of course for the units that the developer has held back. GYRA is participating in construction
management meetings to ensure minimal disruption as much as possible considering the size of this
project.
PLEASE NOTE: Cresford Developments (33 Yorkville Ave.) and Great Gulf (8 Cumberland St.) are
coordinating their efforts for proposed traffic management and construction staging plans, and are working
with Plaza Corp (1 Yorkville Ave.) so that their plans are well thought out, fully coordinated and schedules
are aligned as much as possible.
200 CUMBERLAND - (formerly the old Four Seasons site)
Camrost-Feldcorp, the developer of this project has advised that the new tower is expected to reach its
finished height by this spring. They are hoping that the closed lane on Cumberland St. just east of Avenue
Rd. will be re-opened by this summer. While installation of the windows is already underway, occupancy is
still over a year away.

YORKVILLE PARK – condo development with retail - (corner of Cumberland & Bellair)
This is a condominium development by Minto comprising 25 floors with two floors of retail. The
construction has now reached ground level and occupancy is expected in two years.
80 BLOOR WEST – condominium/retail/commercial proposal (just east of Harry Rosen)
An application has been made for a 68 storey mixed-use building replacing the existing 18 storey building
which will be demolished. The proposal indicates 565 condominium units with 5 floors of underground
parking. A community meeting will be held in the next few months with City Planning and developer
Krugarand Corporation.

Help GYRA continue making a difference for our neighbourhood!
Thank you to our core group of volunteers who offer their time to
effectively advocate on behalf of all our member residents to make
our neighbourhood even better.
For comments and suggestions please contact us at www.info@gyra.ca.
Alan Baker - President
Michael Landry – Immediate Past President

Tara Whitney Hoeg - Treasurer
Bill Etherington - Secretary

