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Our mission is to: Know, Love, and Follow Jesus
“Deep and Wide” Thoughts from Doug
This month I want to interrupt my short series on sustainable children’s ministries to
give some reflections regarding an experience about to come.
By the time you read this, I will be days away from leading a multi-national team to
Puerto Rico to assess damage and comfort people at several different Free Methodist
church sites.
Though the plight of Puerto Rico has mostly disappeared from the news cycle, we know
the road ahead is very difficult for the people of this island nation. Not only have they
experienced overwhelming destruction but they are traumatized from the intensity of the
storm and loss they suffered. This is particularly true of the children.
The way a child sees trauma and a parent sees trauma are two very different things.
Children see mostly the “here and now.” They see the anxiety and fear of their parents,
internalizing those as well.
On the trip, it is my prayer that the other children's worker coming from the Esterillos,
Costa Rica church and I will have opportunities to resource local church leaders quickly
and to give tools to some of the people in their community caring for and loving
children. Please pray for us in this effort.
Likewise, we want to be a loving, caring and equipping community for your kids. They
experience trauma in different ways and at different times. We are here for you too.
May God be your wisdom, strength, and peace as you help your kids to know, love and
serve Jesus.
Going wider and deeper,
Doug
Email: doug@fmcsb.org
Text: 805-252-3216
Office: 805-965-1338 x224
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COMING EVENTS

WHAT WE ARE LEARNING

November 10 – Parents Night Out

THIS MONTH

November 19 – All Church
Thanksgiving Dinner

Sunday, November 5
Preschool: “We show God’s love by being kind to
friends”
Kindergarten – 3rd grade: “God will give us the
wisdom we need when we ask and trust him”
4th/5th grade: “Loving and obeying God is more
important than anything”

December 2 – Parents Christmas
Shopping Time
January 26 – Parents Night Out
February 6 – Parent Seminar with Dr.
Andrea Gurney

PARENTS NIGHT OUT
We are happy to offer a “Parents Night
Out” on Friday, November 10 from
5:30-7:30 pm. The formula is simple:

Sunday, November 12
PreSchool:”God helps us to be kind to others, even
when it is hard”
Kindergarten – 3rd grade: “God is worthy of our
best”
4th/5th grade: “Choosing our own priorities over
God’s priorities causes problems”

You drop your kids off at the church,
we feed them (bring $5 per kid), care
for them, and you have a good time for
two hours. Even better, there is no cost
(other than the food)! RSVP to Kelsey
Hardeman, our childcare coordinator

Sunday, November 19
Preschool: “It is good to share with others;”
Kindergarten – 3rd grade: “No one but God is
worthy of our trust and worship”
4th/5th grade: “Focusing on God’s priorities leads to
wise choices”

at childcare@fmcsb.org by Sunday,
November 5.

Sunday, November 26 – To be announced

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
"You may speak but a word to a child, and in that child, there may be
slumbering a noble heart which shall stir the Christian Church in years to
come."
Charles Spurgeon
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RESOURCE
Looking for a good website
where you can find timely tips for
parenting? Check out: http://
www.crosswalk.com/family/
parenting/

ALL CHURCH THANKSGIVING DINNER

One of the topics is:

Don’t forget about our church family event to come on
Sunday, November 19th at 2 pm under the big tent!! This
event is perfect for children and families as we share a big
meal together. Look for more details to come and invite
families, children, and parents you know!
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FM KIDS TEACHER/LEADER PROFILE
We have a stellar team of people who love God, love kids and want them to love, serve and
follow Jesus. We think it would be fun for you to know more about them.
This month we highlight Tammy Lashlee who is one of our dedicated 4th/5th-grade teachers.
Here are some questions we put to Tammy:
How long have you been serving on the FM KIDS team?
17 years... lol... which is almost half my lifetime! I taught my first Sunday School class when I was
18 and they were in kindergarten... now they are college graduates! It has been a huge blessing
in my life to be a part of this team on and off for all these years!
What is one reason you love being on the team?
It gives me an opportunity to build relationships with the
children and their parents, which I love, but I also love
the way it causes me to depend on God and deepen
my faith in Him... we never know what to expect on a
Sunday morning, but God is always faithful!
Where did you go to Kindergarten?
Canalino School in Carpinteria
What is one of your favorite memories as a kid?
Definitely camping... whether it was just for a weekend at Lake Lopez or a whole week in Lake
Tahoe I always loved these getaways with my family in the great outdoors!
Where do you work or what do you with most of your hours during the week?
I am an online teacher for Calvary Preparatory Academy as well as a Shaklee health coach, but
what I do with most of my hours during the week is spend time with my family, including taking
our dog Lola for long walks each weekday now that I am dropping both kiddos off at Summerland
school
Words of wisdom you would give our kids and families . . .

"Don't sweat the small stuff... and it's all small stuff."
PLEASE CALL ME (Doug) if you want to talk about how your child is doing, if you have any
questions about helping you and your child grow deeper in your faith, or if you just want to
talk. I am here for you! My cell phone is 805- 252-3216.
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