


spiderman mask that fully covered their face, and no email was issued. We urge Barrington 
High School to remain consistent when responding to issues of free speech, regardless of 
whether it is a political or non-political matter. 

This all comes in the midst of a brutal genocide taking place in Gaza, Palestine, where Israel 
has killed over 40,000 Palestinians. Students like  are from Gaza, and 
have experienced the death of many of his own family members as well as endured the loss of 
all of his familial homes. At this time, Barrington High School should be protecting and 
encouraging the free speech of students, rather than suppressing it.  

We echo the demands of the students, 
1. Publicly acknowledge and condemn the racist behavior that occurred during the 

graduation ceremony.
2. Allow all students to equally participate in their freedom of expression including the 

displaying of flags during school events.
3. Implement measures to ensure a safe and respectful environment at future school events.
4. Provide support and resources for students and families who experience harassment and 

discrimination.
5. Offer a public apology to the affected families for the distress and harm caused.

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Rifqa Falaneh  

-- 
Rifqa Falaneh
Michael Ratner Justice Fellow
Palestine Legal
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