
Children's Book Bank Book Bag Directions 

The bag you will be making should be oriented as "portrait" with the opening at the 

narrow end and the folded edge at the bottom of the bag.  Finished size will depend on how 

wide your fabric is--bags should be no smaller than 15"x18" and no larger than 18"x22" 

 

Materials-1/2 yd. approx. piece of woven 42"-45" wide fabric (best types to use are lightweight 

denim or canvas, broadcloth, duck or ticking, but plain cotton is acceptable); scissors; sewing 

thread; straight pins; iron; ironing board; ruler or hem gauge. 

 

1. At ½” down from the top cut/raw edge, clip and tear a strip 

across the 42” (or 45”approx.) width to get the fabric on grain.  

 

 

2. At 15-18” from the torn edge, clip and tear a strip across the 

42” (or 45” approx.) width. It should be approximately 15"x42" 

(can be as large as 18"x45") 

 

3. From this larger piece, tear a strip 3" wide. 

 

4. Repeat step 3. Press both 

strips in half along the length 

to 1 ½”. 

 

 

5. Open the folded fabric and fold the raw edges in to the fold 

line.  Press.  Now fold back in half again and stitch the open side 

closed; stitch the folded edge also to maintain shape.  This 

becomes the handle.  Repeat with second strip. 

 

6. On the large piece, 

with right sides (print side 

in) together fold in half to 

15” x 21";  pin. 

 

7. Through both layers, 

sew a straight stitch along both 21" lengths. Make ¼” deep 

seams; be sure to backtack at beginning and end. 

 



  
 

8. At the ironing board, turn the raw edge under ¼” deep and press. Turn it under again ½” deep 

and press. This makes a flap to insert the handle ends under. 

 

 

9. Fold bag in half to 7” approx. x 21”. This will give you the center of the bag opening. Mark 

each side with a straight pin.  

 

10. On one side, insert one end of the handle 3” to the left of the pin marker and pin. Insert the 

other end 3” to the right of the pin and pin. 

 

11. Repeat step 10. Then top 

stitch about 1/8” (better) to ¼” 

(acceptable) from bottom edge 

of flap all the way around the 

bag opening. Back stitch a 

couple of times over the straps.  

 

 

 

 

12. Flip handles up and stitch 

over them a couple of times to 

reinforce. Turn the bag right 

side out and press. 

 


