




An Invitation to Pray … 
 

In 2014, Pathway Church established a relationship with the remote village of 
Orkarkar, Kenya. Since then, God has faithfully invited us to participate in His re-
demptive work there. We’ve witnessed many accept Jesus as Savior and Lord, 
we’ve seen the physical needs of the Maasai people being met, and we watched a 
relationship form between two vastly different groups.  
 
Over the past three years, more than 40 different people from our church have ac-
cepted the call to spend a week and a half helping to build wells, develop a com-
munity Hope Center with classrooms and housing for a pastor, and establish a 
chapel for the local church. Dave and Joy Mueller are the directors of Kenya 
Hope, the organization with whom Pathway partners in Kenya. They were mission-
aries in the Sudan and Papua, New Guinea, before leading Kenya Hope. They 
play many different roles that allow us to engage in meaningful work while in 
Orkarkar, including organizing travel, supplies, and constantly learning how to be-
come more efficient and engaged in cross-cultural ministry.  
 
The Muellers work closely with the Maasai people in Orkarkar to determine the 
biggest needs and the most sustainable ways to address these needs to instill dig-
nity in the people and equip the community leaders. As Pathway partners with 
Kenya Hope, we continue to invest in the holistic flourishing of this remote village, 
both physically and spiritually, as Christ’s name becomes known throughout the 
region.  
 
As a church, we are called to participate in the mission of going and making disci-
ples of all the nations (Matthew 28:19), whether we find ourselves in Africa or in 
Chippewa. This is part of the Christian identity, as we are called to share the Gos-
pel through word and deed. We do nothing without the Holy Spirit’s guidance 
through prayer – regardless of where they are sent in the world and what they find 
themselves doing.  
 
As a local church body and as members of the larger church that Jesus estab-
lished on Earth, we invite you to pray for the 2018 Pathway Kenya team daily for 
the duration of this short-term mission trip.  
 
We hope this guide will make you aware of the needs of our brothers and sisters 
in Kenya, as well as highlight many of the projects and activities our fellow Path-
way Church members will be taking part in as they minister to a community 7,700 
miles from home.  
 
Thank you for joining us as we share Christ throughout the world.  
 
Cory St. Esprit 
Outreach Coordinator 
Pathway Church  



 

 
2018 Kenya Team Members 

 

John Baumgardner 
Morris Book 
Beth Book 

Ron Cageao 
Cindy Cageao 
Jac Cageao 
Paul Carter 
Jason Drake 
Bill Joseph 

Clay Joseph 
Faith Lambert 
Jan Liljestrand 
Jessica Maruca 

John Marx 
Matthew McCune 

Jeff McNicol 
John Mine 

Mark Stevens 
Vivian Stevens 
Jake Trimble 

Samantha Trimble 
Josh Van DerVeer 

Rod Wilson  



 

February 4-9 
 

“Prepare your work outside; 
get everything ready for yourself in the field,  

and after that build your house.” 
- Proverbs 24:27 

 
 
 
Our team is in the final stages of preparing and packing for the trip to 
Orkarkar, Kenya. We are making sure to have enough clothes, Bibles, books, 
and more. We also have a lot of loose ends to tie up at work, school, and 
home before we can leave. While it’s an exciting time for everyone going on 
the trip, it can also be stressful to make sure that all of the little things are tak-
en care of prior to leaving.  
 
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for the team that He has brought together – each with specific 
skills that they will bring to the work we are doing. 

 Pray for low stress as the team ties up loose ends at work, school, and 
home prior to leaving for two weeks. 

 Pray for those already on the ground in Kenya as they prepare for our team 
to come. There are a lot of logistics for 23 people to spend two weeks in ru-
ral Africa.  



 

Saturday & Sunday, February 10/11 
 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end 

of the age.” 
- Matthew 28:18-20 

 

 
Today, we leave. We will say goodbye to our families for the important task of 
bringing the Gospel to all nations as we create relationships both within our 
team and with the people of Orkarkar. Two days of travel can take a toll, es-
pecially when the excitement is so high to get there. We will be traveling from 
Pittsburgh to Boston to Amsterdam and then onto the final leg of the flight to 
Nairobi, Kenya. We land at 9:50pm local time (1:50pm at home).  
 
As we travel, this is a great opportunity for our team to prepare mentally and 
relationally for this trip. We will be growing closer as a team. Some have 
been to Kenya before, while others have not. Some have done short-term 
work in other nations around the world, and others have not.  
 
Then there’s the stress of getting through multiple airports, countries, and fi-
nally landing in the airport of a developing nation — which often can lead to 
delays and lost luggage. God willing, all of our luggage will land in Nairobi 
with us.  
 
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for a church and a team willing to do ministry in hard places 
and invest in people around the world.  

 Pray for the safety of our team as we enter into Kenya and prepare for the 
next leg of our travels.  

 Pray for rest. At this point, we are in an eight-hour time difference from 
home, excitement is high, and more travel is in our future. It’s imperative 
to rest and prepare for the construction, medical, relational, and other pro-
jects we have ahead of us.  



 

Monday, February 12 
 

“Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may take pleas-
ure in it and that I may be glorified, says the Lord.” 

- Haggai 1:8  

 

Construction Teams 
 
Throughout the week in Orkarkar, many of the team members will be working 
alongside the Kenyans in a variety of construction projects. Through the part-
nership with Kenya Hope, Pathway Church is working, long-term, to develop 
a community Hope Center, school, church, and more.  
 
During this week, the team will be constructing additional classrooms for the 
school, which has witnessed exponential growth in the number of students 
over previous years. Additionally, the team will install compost toilet systems 
for the community and provide solar power for the teachers’ housing in the 
community.  
 
Construction work in a developing nation is hard. There is no running to 
Home Depot if you forget a tool or need something extra. The team has 
spent months planning the projects down to individual nuts and bolts. While 
we will take some of the tools with us from Pennsylvania, almost all of the 
supplies will be purchased in Kenya. This is yet another way to help spur the 
local economy as we look toward long-term reconciliation and development.  
 
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for the knowledge and skills of the people at Pathway, and 
their willingness to use their trades to advance ministry in foreign lands.  

 Pray that we gather the materials, supplies, and tools needed to complete 
these projects. It is logistically challenging and not easy to find “missed 
items” on our supplies list. 

 Pray for team members and their safety as they work on ladders, with 
tools, and near all of the other hazards that can come with a construction 
project.  

  



 

Tuesday, February 13 
 

“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” 
- Matthew 9:12  

 

Medical Clinics 
 
We are blessed to have multiple medical professionals on our team. Orkarkar 
is a remote community about six hours southwest of the capital city of        
Nairobi, near the Tanzania border. It does not have adequate access to medi-
cal care and, for many in the community, the Pathway Church medical clinic 
may be their only exposure to modern medicine throughout the course of a 
year.  
 
Our team doctors have been busy planning the medical supplies that they will 
need as they engage in wellness check-ups and more with the people of 
Orkarkar. The team has planned for what they may encounter medically while 
in Kenya, as it will not be easy to travel to a pharmacy for additional supplies.  
 
In developing nations, cases of malnourishment and complications that arise 
from something as simple as a cold are fairly common. The team also is tak-
ing eyeglasses to outfit people having trouble with their eyesight.  
 
 

Ways to pray: 

 Praise for trained professionals in the Pathway Church family and their 
willingness to serve developing nations. 

 Pray for the people of Orkarkar, that they may be healed from the physical 
and spiritual maladies of life in rural Africa. 

 Pray for the doctors on the team as they navigate medical issues and work 
to apply their knowledge and skills to heal the sick.  



 

Wednesday, February 14 
 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these.” 

- Mark 10:14  

 
Children’s Bible School 

 
Children, families, and communities wake up each day to the tasks of getting 
food and water, caring for their needs, and heading off to work or school. 
Whether in Africa or North America, this dance plays itself out on stages 
across the globe.  
 
In Kenya, however, life can be more difficult. Often, small children are ex-
pected to start working to help prepare meals, walk to a pump for clean wa-
ter, and care for younger siblings. Play can  often be an afterthought. 
 
However, this week our team will host a Children’s Bible School. Kids 
throughout  Orkarkar will have a chance to play, to create, and to have fun 
with their peers. Through it all, they will learn more about Jesus, His love for 
them, and the saving grace of the Gospel. The team will teach about Moses 
from the Jesus Storybook Bible. But children’s ministry in a developing na-
tion is quite challenging. There is no running to a printer for more copies, 
arts supplies must be prepared well in advance, and most of the    curricu-
lum will need a translator between our English speaking team and the Maa-
sai speaking children.   
 

Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for children and the future they are for their families and com-
munities.  

 Pray for the leaders of the Children’s Bible School as they seek to over-
come barriers to present a fun, engaging, and Biblically-sound curriculum. 

 Pray for the Gospel presentation and those who will come to know and 
accept the Lord for the first time.  



 

Thursday, February 15 
 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spir-

itual worship.” 
- Romans 12:1  

 
Hygiene Kits 

 
Whether on the ground in Kenya or back in western Pennsylvania, all of 
Pathway Church plays a role in the Orkarkar            partnership. Many of you 
have donated wash cloths, soap,   toothpaste, toothbrushes, and more. 
These have been organized into hygiene kits that will be distributed to the 
community elders and church leaders, who will then hand them out to their      
neighbors.  
 
These items may seem like such a small thing to us, but when you’re hours 
from a store over bumpy dirt roads, it is not easy to obtain these things. 
Something like a toothache can quickly grow into a larger medical issue if left 
untreated. Improper hygiene,  especially in the preparation of food, can lead 
to the spread of disease. These hygiene kits will provide the necessary items 
to help lessen the risk of larger issues later on.  
 
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for a church willing to be engaged in a ministry they may never 
physically visit. 

 Pray for the church elders and community leaders in their  discretion to get 
these hygiene kits to the right families. 

 Pray for the cleansing power of not only the items in these kits, but the ulti-
mate cleansing power of grace to wash our sins clean. May these items be 
a reflection of our ongoing love for our Kenyan brothers and sisters.  



 

Friday, February 16 
 

“My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my command-
ments, for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.” 

- Proverbs 3:1-2 
 

Men’s and Women’s Bible Study 
 
In the midst of busy construction projects, medical clinics, Children’s Bible 
School, and more, we must not forget that the goal of our time and long-term 
partnership in Kenya is more than these events. While they are good and 
needed, we are called to profess the love of and salvation found through Je-
sus Christ.  
 
Each day, following our lunch break, the men from our team will gather with 
the men in Orkarkar, while the women of our team gather with the women, and 
we will dive into the Word of God. In the past, our studies have looked at what 
the Bible says about marriage, family, and relationships. We will continue with 
these themes as we seek to grow all of our relationships with Christ and each 
other. 
 
Bible studies in a foreign land can be challenging, as the team will rely on 
translators to communicate. It often causes a conversation to take twice the 
normal amount of time. However, we do not get discouraged by these chal-
lenges.  
 
The studies are not only for the people of Orkarkar to grow in their faith, but for 
the team members to grow as well. We are all one body of the Church, sepa-
rated by thousands of miles.  
 
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for His word being true across the world — no matter the cul-
ture or the language 

 Pray for the team members leading the Bible studies, as they seek to dive 
deep into the Word and share the Gospel with the Kenyan people. 

 Pray for the community members who will take part in the Bible study. We 
pray that they would grow in their faith, not be afraid to ask questions, and 
engage with the material. 

 Pray for the team and community members as we worship and learn to-
gether. May the language and cultural barriers not interfere with furthering 
the Kingdom of God.  



 

Saturday, February 17 
 

“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you. … Pray to the 
Lord for it.” 

- Jeremiah 29:7 

 

 “Stop doing wrong. Learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed.  
Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.”  

- Isaiah 1:16-17  

 
 

God calls us to build roots in unfamiliar places. As the Israelites were thrust into exile 
in Babylon, God told them to build homes, plant gardens, and create new relation-
ships — even though it was an area they felt like they didn’t belong to or understand.  
 
The church is a community – whether in Chippewa or Orkarkar. Jesus calls us to go 
and make disciples of all of the nations and we see this being done through establish-
ing roots in a place. Like a plant, roots are meant to provide strength and structure for 
long-term growth. The elders and members of Pathway Church prayerfully and care-
fully considered a long-term investment in remote Africa.  
 
As a church, we have been establishing roots and relationships over the past three 
years and plan to continue. Oftentimes, we read a verse like Jeremiah 29 above and 
our mind jumps to Jeremiah 29:11, where God says He knows the plans to prosper 
us. Yet we often overlook that God asks us to prosper in the hard places (Jeremiah 
29:7) in order to be given our hope and a future.  
 
As we enter year four of this partnership with Kenya, we ask for roots to grow deeper 
and fruit to flourish. Some of the faces on the trips may change, but the people of 
Kenya know that Pathway Church in far-off Pennsylvania has chosen to invest in 
them. The city is meant to prosper.  
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for His desire to use His people to spread the Gospel around the 
world, even in the tough places. 

 Pray for relationship building. At this point, we’ve begun to build and re-kindle rela-
tionships with the Orkarkar residents, which can be more difficult to grow given the 
cultural and language barriers. 

 Pray for Pathway Church, both at home and abroad, to be willing to do ministry in 
hard places — whether Africa, Beaver Falls, or internally. We pray that they would 
grow in their faith, not be afraid to ask questions, and engage with the material. 

 Pray for the team and community members as we worship and learn together. May 
the language and cultural barriers not interfere with furthering the Kingdom of God.  



 

Sunday, February 18 
 

“For just as the body is one and has many members,  
and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ.”  
- Jeremiah 29:7 

 

Today, our team will attend a worship service in Orkarkar and then begin our 
travels home. Our team has worked hard this week to not only complete our 
assigned projects, but to maintain and extend relationships in this community 
through the name of Pathway Church. In all we do, our goal has been to share 
the good news of Jesus Christ.  
 
Millions around the world will gather for church today – whether in houses, 
open-air huts, or large multimillion-dollar buildings. The message is the same – 
Christ came to sacrifice His life so that we could spend eternity in Heaven with 
God. As our team gathers for church, we are mindful that it doesn’t matter what 
language the service is spoken in, whether there are thousands of people or 
just a few, or what the service looks like – what matters is that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is the same as it was 2,000 years ago. It transcends time, dis-
tance, cultures, and more. The praises to our Heavenly Father may sound dif-
ferent, but the message is the same.  
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for a growing church in Orkarkar, for changed hearts, and the 
redemption moving through the community.  

 Pray for the last day of relationship building in the community. As we gather 
in corporate worship, may our team not forget that ultimately we worship the 
same God.  

 Pray that many unbelievers will come to faith in Christ as they see our love 
for one another. and learn together. May the language and cultural barriers 
not interfere with furthering the Kingdom of God.  

 



 

Monday, February 19 
 

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”  
- Proverbs 27:17  

 

Today, we begin our travels back to Nairobi. After leaving Orkarkar the pre-
vious day, we spent the evening at a game reserve where we were able to 
connect after a long week of serving and enjoying the sights and sounds of 
Africa.  
 
It’s encouraging to know that, even though our team has begun traveling 
home, the work of Pathway Church in Orkarkar, Kenya, continues. This is 
not a one-time trip, but a long-term investment from members of Pathway. 
We are committed, as a church, to provide relief to this community, to pro-
mote development of the church and school, and to become witnesses for 
Christ. While this team may look a little different each year with new faces, 
the long-term commitment stays the same.  
 
It’s a joy to know this work is not fully dependent on Pathway Church, but 
that the young church in Orkarkar is growing leaders into maturity, teachers 
are advancing in their knowledge and techniques to educate young minds, 
and, ultimately, Christ will continue to reign as He relentlessly pursues all of 
us.  
 
While Pathway Church plays a significant role in the story of Orkarkar, it’s 
vital that indigenous leaders drive the charge to further the development of 
their community, their churches, and their families.  
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for providing Kenyan leaders to advance this work through-
out the year. 

 Pray that the staff of Kenya Hope would grow in godliness and leader-
ship in order that they can honor the Lord through their influence. 

 Ask God to show Kenya Hope leaders a clear vision for ministry and that 
He would provide the resources to carry it out. 



 

Tuesday & Wednesday, February 20/21 

 
“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encourag-

ing one another — and all the more as you see the day approaching.”  
- Hebrews 10:24-25  

 
 

Today, we fly out of Nairobi where some of the team will split and go through 
Paris, while the other half will fly through Amsterdam. We will meet at JFK Air-
port for the final leg of the flight into Pittsburgh. It’s an interesting picture of how 
this team has grown and progressed during the almost seven months we’ve met 
to plan for and execute this trip to the best of our ability.  
 
We left Pittsburgh together, and even though our path home has us on different 
routes, our destination is the same. In Kenya, we participated in different pro-
jects and had different experiences, but we came together for the ultimate desti-
nation — that Christ would be glorified.  
 
To God be the glory. 
 
 
Ways to pray: 

 Praise God for the way His Church creates partnerships around the world. He 
has designed a community that believes in working together for spiritual, 
physical, and emotional reconciliation. 

 Pray for the ongoing partnership between Pathway Church and Orkarkar, that 
we may continue to see leaders mature, believers grow in their faith, and 
hurting people healed.  

 Pray for the future teams of Pathway Church that find themselves in Kenya, 
the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Beaver Falls, and Chippewa. That we, as a 
church, would have hearts to serve in tough places where God calls us. And 
that we would step out in faith, knowing that He is good and has a plan for re-
demption.  




