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MILFORD — Alan H. Jepson,
the mayor of Milford from 1963 to
1969 and a beloved city clerk for 22
years, died Monday. He was 89. 

Jepson had been admitted to
Milford Hospital on July 17 from

Carriage Green, the assisted living
center where he lived in retire-
ment.

Jepson, was known locally as
“Mr. Milford” and was respected
on both sides of the aisle.

A World War II veteran, he
loved to dress up in the red, white
and blue costume of Uncle Sam —
complete with American flag top
hat — and hold forth on issues of
patriotism and liberty at Milford’s
annual Fourth of July celebration.

He was elected Milford's second
mayor in 1963, and during his
tenure the city acquired the 330-
acre Eisenhower Park. A Demo-
crat, Jepson ran unopposed for 10 
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By Frank Juliano 
and John Burgeson

A Trumbull man, who
claimed he was the vic-
tim of a carjacking by a
mysterious hitchhiker,
was charged Tuesday
with driving drunk and
killing a Stratford wom-
an earlier this year.

Peter Burdick, 24, was
charged with second-
degree manslaughter
with a motor vehicle,
operating under the
influence of alcohol and
reckless driving in the
Feb. 8 death of 53-year-
old Nancy Distefano
Keller.

Police said Burdick
told them he had been
drinking at Tony’s Hun-
tington Inn, trying to
“get his mind off a wom-
an that broke his heart.” 

As Burdick was leav-
ing the bar, he said he
saw a hitchhiker and,
realizing he was in-
toxicated, handed the
hitchhiker the keys and
asked him to drive.

The hitchhiker alleg-
edly sped off with Bur-
dick in the passenger
seat, traveling at high
speed south on Noble
Avenue, police said
Burdick told them. He
said the hitchhiker
would not slow down
and refused to let him
out of the van.

Keller, a licensed skin
specialist, was killed
when her car, a 2003
Nissan Altima, was hit
by Burdick’s Honda
Odyssey at the intersec-
tion of Noble Avenue
and Crown Street short-
ly before 1:30 a.m.

Following the crash
into Keller’s car, Burdick
claimed the unidentified
man fled on foot, police
said. The “hitchhiker”
was never found.

Police said Keller had
to be cut out of her car
by firefighters and was
pronounced dead a
short time later at St.
Vincent’s Medical Cen-
ter in Bridgeport.

They said the Honda
had heavy front-end
damage and Burdick
was standing outside
suffering from cuts on
his face and head. Po-
lice said he smelled of
alcohol and admitted he
had been drinking, but
claimed he had not
been the driver of the
van.

Police said Burdick
was found to have a
blood-alcohol level of
0.145, more than one and
a half times the legal
limit. 

Despite his claims,
police said they found
Burdick’s blood on the
driver’s side airbag, the
windshield in front of
the driver’s seat and on
the rear-view mirror of
the van.

There was an out-
pouring of support for
Keller after her death by
her many friends on
social media, including
comments on the Face-
book pages of the Con-
necticut Post and Ray's
Bar and Grill, one of her
favorite nightspots.
There were numerous
posts on Keller's own
Facebook page, one
featuring a YouTube
video of her life.

STRATFORD WOMAN KILLED
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By Daniel Tepfer
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Nancy Distefano Keller,
of Stratford, was killed
in a car accident in
Bridgeport on Feb. 8. 

The idea of cyber hackers
cracking wireless codes to
control cars and trucks on
the road may have once
seemed like a scene out of a
futuristic sci-fi flick.

But it’s all too real.
Any product that uses a

wireless connection has the
potential to be hacked —
from home security sys-
tems to pacemakers and, as
Fiat Chrysler learned re-
cently, automobiles. 

Wired magazine re-
leased a now-viral video of
two security researchers using the Internet
to hack into the entertainment system of a
2014 Jeep Cherokee and send commands
that disabled the vehicle’s brakes, con-
trolled its steering and shut down its en-
gine. The hack prompted Fiat Chrysler to
recall 1.4 million vehicles last week.

Vulnerability to hacking is a result of the

growing trend of Web-enabled
smart products, a phenomenon
often called the Internet of
Things.

“When the Internet is con-
nected to more and more devic-
es, Internet security has to keep
pace with the places that the
Internet is going, whether it’s
home appliances, electrical
systems or automobiles,” said
Evan Preston, director of the
Connecticut Public Interest
Research Group.

Given the lightning-fast pace
of technological change, howev-
er, public policy and laws lag
far behind.

After the Jeep Cherokee hack, U.S. Sens.
Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., and Ed Mar-
key, D-Mass., made the first government
push to secure Web-enabled vehicles against
hackers last week with the “SPY Car Act.”
The proposal would require the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration and 

STAYING ONE STEP AHEAD

The cyber
backseat
driver:
Car
hackers

Video showing breach of automobile entertainment
system highlights need for stronger security

Connected
and hackable
Products, like the
ones above, clock-
wise from top left,
that can be hacked if
connected to wireless
Internet:

1 Prison cell doors

1 Medical devices:
Pacemakers, insulin
dispensers, heart
defibrillators

1 Home security/
alarm systems

1 Automatic garage
doors

1 Airplanes

1 Phones, computers

1 Webcams

1 Refrigerators

1 Printers

Online
To see video of the
hacked vehicle, go to:
https://youtu.be/
MK0SrxBC1xs

By Tatiana Cirisano

See Hackers on A4

The potential for hackers
to take control of
automobiles has caught
the attention of cyber
security experts and
politicians.

Hackers took control of a Jeep Cherokee, like the one
shown above.
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of his 11 terms as city clerk
and was, in fact, cross-
endorsed by the local Re-
publicans several times.

“It is difficult to put into
words what Alan Jepson
has meant to the Milford
community,” said U.S. Rep.
Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn.
“Alan was a reflection of all
that we hope and expect
community leaders to be.”

Jepson was city clerk
from 1987 until his retire-
ment at 83 in 2009. He was
also a key figure in scores of
city events and celebrations.

“In the mid-1970s I ran
against him for a seat in the
state House of Representa-
tives, in the 119th (District),”
said Jerry Patton, who still
lives in the city. “Even though
we ran against each other, I
can say that he was one guy I
could always vote for, even
though I’m a Republican.”

In June 2014, Mayor Ben-
jamin Blake honored Jepson
after Blake found Milford’s
first city flag stuffed away in
a forgotten filing cabinet in
the Fowler Building. Fifty
years earlier, when the city

was celebrating its 325th
anniversary, then-Mayor
Jepson challenged the stu-
dents of the city's two high
schools to come up with a
design for a city flag.

“Alan was a mentor to me
and many, many others in
public service,” Blake said
Tuesday. “A gentleman’s
gentleman.”

Jepson served in the Navy
during World War II aboard
the USS Collett, a destroyer
stationed in the Pacific
Theater. After the war, he
finished high school and
went to Boston University
on the G.I. Bill.

He was born in Hartford
on May 28, 1926, and he grew
up in Stratford, moving to
Milford in 1956. He was pre-
deceased by his wife, Mary.
Their five daughters survive
him, as well as several grand-
children and great-grand-
children.

Calling hours will take
place Monday from 2 to 7
p.m. at the Smith Funeral
Home, 135 North Broad St.
in Milford. 

A funeral service will be
held at St. Peter’s Church, 71
River St. in Milford, on Aug.
4 at 10:30 a.m.

JEPSON
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Brian A. Pounds / File photo

Milford Town Clerk Alan Jepson places his hand over
his heart during the playing of the national anthem at
the annual Memorial Day ceremony in 2007. Jepson,
mayor of Milford from 1963 to 1969 and city clerk for 22
years, died Monday. He was 89.

Federal Trade Commis-
sion to create cyber secu-
rity and privacy standards
for cars and trucks.

Almost all new vehicles
vulnerable

The act would require
car manufacturers to iso-
late software systems that
control crucial functions
like steering and brakes,
protect stored data and
install technology to de-
tect and report hacks as
they happen.

It would also prohibit car
companies from collecting
data from car owners with-
out their permission and
establish a rating system to
tell consumers how well a
vehicle protects against
security hacks.

“The car industry, in
effect, rolled out the next
big thing, which is wireless
access, without safeguards
against invasive and crimi-
nal infiltration by hackers
and data trackers,” Blu-
menthal said. “The whole
effort here is to prevent car
hackers from becoming
backseat drivers in autos
with unsuspecting innocent
consumers whose cars may
be literally driven off the
road.” 

Almost all vehicles sold
today have some form of
Web connectivity that could

give hackers access, accord-
ing to a report published by
Markey in February.

Preston said cyber secu-
rity safeguards for cars
will, in the future, be as
standard as seatbelts and
airbags.

“Consumers would not
buy a car that didn’t have
locks on the door, and they
won’t want to buy a car that
can be opened through
Internet hacking,” Preston
said, noting the move is
long overdue. “Car compa-
nies are about two decades
behind where software
companies had to move in
terms of security proce-
dures.”

Not just cars
In 2014, only two of 16

major car companies had
developed a strategy to
detect and respond to
hacking attempts, accord-
ing to Markey’s report.

But cars aren’t the only
Web-enabled product
made vulnerable by the
Internet of Things.

Bruce Carlson, presi-
dent of the Connecticut
Technology Council, is
particularly worried about
home security systems,
though the list of hackable
products extends to Web-
enabled pacemakers, cam-
eras and even prison cell
doors.

“There’s some pretty
fundamental things that
are all out there in that

umbrella of Internet of
Things that people who
want to do bad things
could ultimately do,” he
said.

There’s also concern
that the lengthy process of
developing updated secu-
rity technology may be
ill-suited to the rapidly
advancing field of hack-
ing. As companies add
new security safeguards,
Carlson said, hackers will
simply adjust their strate-
gy.

“The people wearing the
bad-guy hats are smart,
they know what they’re
doing, and they’re going to
constantly be finding that
little wormhole that they
can get in,” he said.

Carlson, who held a
March seminar on cyber

security in Stamford, said
there is a growing aware-
ness of cyber security
problems in the “smart”
industry. But like Preston,
Carlson said there must be
stronger action.

tatiana.cirisano@chron.com;
@tatianacirisano
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“The car industry, in effect, rolled out
the next big thing, which is wireless
access, without safeguards against
invasive and criminal infiltration by
hackers and data trackers. The whole
effort here is to prevent car hackers
from becoming backseat drivers in
autos with unsuspecting innocent
consumers whose cars may be
literally driven off the road.”
U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn.

Whitney Curtis /
New York Times

Charlie Miller,
who along with
a partner
successfully
hacked a Jeep
Cherokee, in
Ladue, Mo.
The breach
showed just
how vulnerable
the new 
breeds of
Web-connected
vehicles can be,
and the
challenges
manufacturers
face in
defending
against attacks
common in
other
technology
fields.

TORRINGTON — Police
say a teen was arrested after
he stole his mother's SUV,
took it for a joyride and
crashed it three times. 

It happened around 5
a.m. Monday in Torrington.
The teen allegedly stole his
mother's car and crashed it
into a house, fence and
speed limit sign. 

Police said he then
crashed into another car,
causing both to flip over and
go up in flames. 

The teen was taken to a
hospital for minor injuries.
No one else was hurt. 

Police said the mother
didn't know her son had
taken the car, and reported
it stolen. The motive behind
the alleged theft is unclear. 

No charges have been
filed against the boy. Au-
thorities are investigating
the crash. 

CRASHED
THREE TIMES

Police:
Teen took
mom’s car
on joyride
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