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2017 VICTORIES!
Thanks to your support, we are protecting the lands, waters, and wildlife
of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, across more than 20 million acres,
three states, and two national parks.

MONTANA

IDAHO

WYOMING

STATES AFFECTED =

40,000 acres

2 new offices

STATE AFFECTED =

STATES AFFECTED =

3 wildlife
underpasses

$300,000
raised to fund

STATE AFFECTED =

STATE AFFECTED =

protected from oil and gas
drilling in the Wyoming
Range.

under construction near
Jackson, Wyoming.

4,600 feet of
fencing

constructed in Idaho to protect
grizzly bears and spawning
cutthroat trout.
STATE AFFECTED =

opened this fall. GYC staff are
now in Lander, Wyoming and
Red Lodge, Montana.

improvement projects on
Montana’s Gallatin River.

Yellowstone
Gateway

Protection Act introduced in the
Senate poised to protect 30,000
acres from gold mining.
STATE AFFECTED =

The Greater Yellowstone Coalition has earned
a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator for
its ability to efficiently manage and grow its
finances. This indicates the Greater Yellowstone
Coalition executes its mission in a fiscally
responsible way, and out performs most other
charities in America.
CHARITY NAVIGATOR IS THE NATION’S LARGEST EVALUATOR OF CHARITIES.
THEY PROVIDE RATINGS FOR OVER 5,000 AMERICAN CHARITIES BASED ON
FINANCIAL HEALTH, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND TRANSPARENCY.

CAROLINE BYRD,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Greater Yellowstone Coalition is in a remarkable
time. We have an incredible team doing outstanding work
funded by people like you who are passionate about this oneof-a-kind ecosystem. We remain committed to working with
people to protect all that we love about this special place:
wild lands, magnificent wildlife, and free-flowing rivers.
We have had enormous success this past year in our
program work, building our team, and in meeting our budget
goals. With our 35th anniversary year approaching, the
Greater Yellowstone Coalition can and will remain steadfastly
committed to stopping threats and pushing to conserve,
enhance, and protect Greater Yellowstone well into the future.
We hope you will join us in celebrating our
anniversary, April 23-24 in Bozeman, Montana. With
Montana State University, we are hosting a two-day
symposium focused on the future of people and wildlife
sharing wild places.We’re proud to announce we have
made Outside Magazine’s list of 100 best places to work.
We couldn’t agree more, living in Greater Yellowstone and
working on its behalf is an outstanding privilege. And,
financially, we find ourselves in the enviable position of
being able to make important, lasting investments in our
work on the ground. We have exciting programmatic
options in the coming year, all with a focus on lasting
conservation and organizational success. We are excited to
put your contributions to work for Greater Yellowstone.
Thank you for your support this year and always. It
means a lot to us, and the wild heart of North America.

SAVE THE DATE!
APRIL 23 & 24
MSU CAMPUS
BOZEMAN

As more and more people are living in and playing in
Greater Yellowstone, GYC is leading the way to figure
out how to keep access to our lands and waters while
also keeping these lands, waters, and wildlife in good
shape. Join us for a two-day symposium in April as we
work with our neighbors to come up with solutions.
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LANDS SPOTLIGHT :

YELLOWSTONE GATEWAY MINES
PHOTO: WILLIAM CAMPBELL

DON’T MINE
YELLOWSTONE
Together, we’re asking
Another year, another
Montana to make sure Lucky
victory! As the snow fell in
Minerals has a plan for
the Paradise Valley this fall,
keeping Emigrant Creek –
we marked another year of
and the Yellowstone River
keeping a Canadian mining
downstream –
company from
in good shape.
exploring for gold
Our goal is to
We’re also
north of Yellowstone.
forever protect
30,000
acres
of
on track to
Stopping this flypublic lands north
permanently protect
by-night company,
of Yellowstone
from gold mining.
Yellowstone’s
Lucky Minerals,
gateway. The
from gaining a
Yellowstone
foothold here will
Gateway Protection Act,
give us time to permanently
introduced by Sen. Jon
protect Yellowstone’s
Tester (D-MT) in April, will
gateway from mining.
keep gold mine proposals
As part of stopping Lucky
from more than 30,000
Minerals, you helped us file a
acres of public lands north
lawsuit in September asking
of Yellowstone. Thanks to
Montana’s Department of
your support, the bill got a
Environmental Quality to
committee hearing in July.
take a harder look at what
Now we and our partners
Lucky is really planning.
ACCOMPLISHED
MONTANA

IDAHO

WYOMING
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By meeting people where they are, GYC has brought in 15 percent more women,
30 percent more young people, and five new businesses to round out our group
of activists who care about Montana’s forests.

Lands

SPOTLIGHT

FOCUS

Protecting public lands
through the Wyoming
Public Lands Initiative.

are working tirelessly with
more than 380 local business
owners to ask Rep. Greg
Gianforte (R-MT) to introduce
a companion bill in the House.
Rep. Gianforte is on the record
opposing mines in this area;
now we need him to act.
We can’t speculate about
Congress’s ability to pass our
bill this year, but we do know
that opposition to the mines
is broad and bipartisan, both
inside and outside Montana.
The Business Coalition’s 380
members are joined by the
Park County Commission,
all local legislators, and
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke
in saying: Yellowstone is
more valuable than gold.
We’re looking forward
to working with you,

TIME TO COMPLETE

2019 is the deadline
for wrapping all county
proposals into a bill that
can be introduced in
Congress.
HIGHLIGHTS

• You’re helping us stand
up for thousands of
acres of wild public
lands in Wyoming.
• Park County is
discussing a GYCled proposal that
has 10,000 acres of
proposed wilderness
in it.

Your support is
key to helping
us win efforts
like this one.

our Montana
delegation, and
THANK YOU!
our coalition
partners to protect
Yellowstone’s gateway from
gold mines, forever.

NEXT
Mobilizing both our new activists and our legacy members to
make the Forest Service’s 30-year plan for southwest Montana
the best it can be.
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WATERS SPOTLIGHT :

MONTANA’S GALL ATIN RIVER
PHOTO: DONNA WATSON LAWSON

200 PERCENT
CLEANER BY 2027
resort near Big Sky to fund
The dramatic cliffs and
on-the-ground projects on
tall Douglas firs around
the Gallatin with money from
Montana’s Gallatin River
a recent wastewater spill
inspired Robert Redford to
fine. Instead of the
film A River Runs
fine going into the
Through It here
Our goal is to
coffers of Montana’s
in 1991, and today
make the Gallatin
state government,
the beauty inspires
River 200 percent
cleaner by 2027.
nearly $300,000
thousands of people
will now go toward
to fish and float
improving the
here every year.
Gallatin River. What that
But the Gallatin is
means is planting willows
changing. With more and
along the banks of the West
more people living in the
Fork, and using logs and
area, spikes of nitrogen
rocks to stabilize the banks
and phosphate are now
where last year’s pond spill
prevalent in the river.
scoured a hillside. Next year
Our goal is to make
it will also mean making the
the Gallatin River 200
Gallatin’s main stem cleaner
percent cleaner by 2027.
In service of that goal, this by upgrading as many as
five business’s septic tanks in
year we pushed a private ski

ACCOMPLISHED
MONTANA

IDAHO

WYOMING
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In March, the bill that would keep dams and other industrial projects away
from 20 miles of East Rosebud Creek (in Montana’s Beartooth Mountains
north of Yellowstone) moved out of committee.

Waters
SPOTLIGHT
FOCUS

Gallatin Canyon. 		
We were lucky last
spring. When the storage pond
spilled treated wastewater
into the Gallatin River, it
wasn’t toxic to humans and
it didn’t kill fish. But it was
our wake-up call. The status
quo at Big Sky – counting on
these storage ponds as more
and more people recreate and
move here – simply isn’t good
enough for the Gallatin. That’s
why GYC is holding the line
against further pollution. Our
goal is to get a local agreement
of zero discharge into the river.
Thanks to you, we’ll make
the Gallatin cleaner for
all of us who love it.

Inventorying rivers and
creeks across nearly 5,000
square miles of your public
lands north of Yellowstone,
to see which ones are
eligible to be protected by
the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act.
TIME TO COMPLETE

Four months.
HIGHLIGHTS

• 705 miles hiked
• 1,117 miles surveyed
• 58 streams recommended
for protection – a total
of 679 miles!

Supporters like
you help us make
strides toward
protecting our
precious waters.
THANK YOU!

NEXT
Passing the East Rosebud bill. With your support, we’re working to get
this over the finish line!
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WILDLIFE SPOTLIGHT :

GREATER YELLOWSTONE’S MASS MIGRATIONS
PHOTO: GYC

PROTECTING
WILDLIFE PATHS

a deer. That’s why GYC
As any wildlife watcher in
is focusing on ways to
Greater Yellowstone knows,
keep animals migrating
animals here don’t just stay
and drivers safe.
put. They’re constantly
Earlier this summer,
moving. Great herds of elk,
Wyoming broke
pronghorn, and
ground on a project
deer move to high
No one likes to hit
an elk or deer. That’s
GYC has been
green pastures
why we are focusing
working on for
in summer, and
on ways to keep
animals migrating
nearly two decades:
move back to
and drivers safe.
constructing
lower and warmer
underpasses to help
pastures in winter.
keep people from hitting
These animals migrating
deer, elk, and other wildlife
across Greater Yellowstone
on Highway 89/191 just
keep this wild place alive.
south of Jackson. This
But ancient migration
three-phase, $100 million
routes can easily get blocked
project – 17 years in the
by modern humans and our
making – will eventually
highways. Today’s status
build six underpasses for
quo is bad for wildlife and
wildlife, two fish passages,
dangerous for people – no
and numerous culverts for
one likes to hit an elk or

ACCOMPLISHED
MONTANA

IDAHO

WYOMING
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Signed agreement to bear-proof Montana campgrounds in 2018 – these
are some of the last Forest Service campgrounds left to be bearproofed
thanks to our five-year forest partnership.

Wildlife
SPOTLIGHT

FOCUS

smaller animals. These
new underpasses will
improve driver safety and
help animals get across the
road. And these structures
work – similar underpasses
across North America have
reduced animal-car accidents
by nearly 90 percent.
Just west of Yellowstone,
Idaho’s Highway 20 is also
dangerous for migrating
elk, moose, and grizzly
bears. Our work is giving
Idaho’s Transportation
Department the space to
propose up to three wildlife
overpasses during the first
phase of construction.
You’re helping us continue
to be effective in protecting
wildlife. These crossings will

Fighting the federal
government’s decision to
continue sheep grazing in
critical areas where grizzlies
roam on the Montana-Idaho
border.
TIMELINE

1-2 years
HIGHLIGHTS

• GYC has tried for years to
keep government sheep
out of high pastures that
grizzlies use to reach wild
lands beyond Greater
Yellowstone.
• The USDA Sheep
Experiment Station is
bad for bears, wild sheep,
and access.

Your support
makes all the
difference to help
us with successful
programs like
this one.

protect thousands
of migrating
THANK YOU!
animals in Greater
Yellowstone
for years to come thanks to
your loyal support.

NEXT
Bearproofing the local landfill in Cody, Wyoming by working with
Park County and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.
7

FINANCIALS
In fiscal year 2017, revenue was $5,098,150 and expenses were
$3,419,056. This financial success is due to generous bequests and
sustaining donations from supporters like you. This generosity allows
us to make lasting investments in our work on the ground. We are so
grateful. Audited numbers will be available in March 2018.

EVENTS
$633,237
INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
$ 1,435,104

REVENUE
13%
28%

BEQUESTS &
OTHER
$ 1,951,989

38%
21%
FOUNDATIONS
$1,077,820

ADMINISTRATION
$365,561

EXPENSES

FUNDRAISING
$282,738

11%
8%

81%

CONSERVATION
PROGRAMS
$2,770,758

KEEPING YOU INFORMED
Donors like you make
a huge difference in
everything we do. We
continually update these
online sources, and mail
two reports each year to our
active donors.

SOCIAL MEDIA
GreaterYellowstoneCoalition
@GYCnews
greateryellowstone

OUR BLOG:
greateryellowstone.org/blog
EMAIL UPDATES:
greateryellowstone.org/signup
ANNUAL REPORTS:
greateryellowstone.org/donate

Cycle Greater Yellowstone
YEAR 6

• AUGUST 11-18, 2018 •

Fewer than 100 spots remain for next year’s Cycle Greater Yellowstone.
2018 starts in Cody, Wyoming and ends in Lander, Wyoming. The ride will
provide approximately 350 miles of mandatory route miles and up to 150
additional miles on various days. A layover day in Dubois, Wyoming will
give an option to bike up to 100 miles out and back on Togwotee Pass.
COST : $1,200 per person. This tour is fully supported
and averages between 30 - 70 miles per day.
REGISTRATION: Open to anyone 18 years or over,
unless accompanied by an adult. Travel Partner
options also available.

MONTANA

IDAHO

MONTANA
WYOMING

VOLUNTEER: Join us for a week! Volunteers say it’s a
lot like “adult summer camp.”
LEARN MORE: cyclegreateryellowstone.com

WHY I CARE
I care because the Greater Yellowstone is where
I fell in love with wilderness, and in so doing
my life’s trajectory took a healthier, more
vibrant and meaningful course.

~ Kelsey K. Sather
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL OUR DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT AT 406.586.1593.

Please consider joining your fellow GYC members whose deep commitment to
our work includes planned giving. Your gift will be a lasting tribute to Greater
Yellowstone. Talk with us today about how you can make a legacy investment in
the lands, waters, and wildlife of this special ecosystem
that will make a difference for years to come.

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY

JOIN GREATER YELLOWSTONE COALITION’S LEGACY SOCIET Y

