Snohomish Conservation District
Rates & Charges Proposal
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Our values. The goals of the Snohomish Conservation District’s (SCD) programs are to ensure thriving

farms that provide healthy local food for our families, restore rivers for our salmon, and provide clean water for
our wildlife and recreational enjoyment. We bring together neighbors to share knowledge, educate our youth,
and build projects such as rain gardens and community gardens. For over 75 years, SCD has served as a trusted
resource to urban and rural landowners to work towards these goals - one property at a time.
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For the past seven years (since 2010), the District has received an
assessment from Snohomish County landowners ($5 per parcel plus
$0.05 per acre). This has led to many successes and stories from the
field, including:

Accomplishment snapshot.
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completed since 2010.

140

2,898

installed on agricultural
properties since 2010.

organizations

collaborated with at a
local and regional level.

75,000

student contact hours

completed since 2010.

700

water quality practices
installed on agricultural properties
since 2010.

of funding has been
leveraged since 2010.

million dollars
installed since 2010. These will
filter 7.8 olympic swimming
pools worth of water per year.

rain gardens

provided at cost to
homeowners since 2010.
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Did you know?
•
•
•
•
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The annual assessment serves as match to leverage other funding.
Assessment funds cross boundaries and fund programs county-wide.
This funding covers costs and activities that many other sources cannot.
The stability of assessment funding has allowed multi-year projects.

Our proposal
With rapid urbanization comes an increased pressure on our natural resources. Requests for our
services from constituents, partners and local jurisdictions have also increased. To help the District
meet this demand, we are proposing a move from an ‘assessment’ to a ‘rates and charges’ structure.
Other conservation districts are also adopting this form of funding which benefits landowners by
calculating rates based on the direct and indirect benefits to different types of land uses. This would
increase the value of our services to $9-10 per parcel plus up to $0.10 per acre – based on land use for
both urban and rural properties.

More work to do
With the additional funding generated by the proposed rates and charges structure, SCD will
increase the reach of its existing programs and expand services in the following ways, broken down
programmatically on the following pages.
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“

Snohomish Conservation District is a great resource for
farmers and the environment in Snohomish County.

FARM PLANNING PROGRAM

- Jeff Ellingsen

”

A thriving agricultural community is something we value greatly here in Snohomish County and working
one-on-one with farmers has been the foundation of our service. Together with farmers we’ve installed over
700 water quality practices on agricultural properties. With additional funding, the Conservation District will
expand our services in the following ways:
•
•
•
•
•

Support farmland protection and preservation.
Mentor and support the next generation of farmers.
Increase our landowner financial assistance program from $15,000 to $50,000 annually.
Expand the farm equipment loan and sharing program.
Complete an Agriculture Resilience Plan that provides farmers with risk management tools and leads to
landscape-scale projects to improve resilience to flooding and climate changes.
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HABITAT PROGRAM
Our Habitat Program has planted 158,365 trees the last 7 years in addition to numerous other restoration
projects to create wildlife habitat, protect the salmon in our rivers, and increase our environment’s ability
to withstand climate changes. With additional funding, the Conservation District will expand these efforts
in the following ways:
•
•
•
•

Expand the Free Trees program and invest in urban and rural reforestation efforts to improve
salmon and wildlife habitat.
Increase the number of acres of riparian areas planted from 60 to 75 acres per year.
Launch a Living with Beavers program to protect upland wetlands and reduce impacts to
downstream farms and properties.
Increase the ability to construct large restoration projects (culverts, crossings, etc.) that benefit
both farms and fish.

158,365
trees & shrubs
planted since the start of the
assessment in 2010.
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316.7

acres planted
since the start of the
assessment in 2010.
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5,126,340

gallons of water filtered
each year by our 61 rain gardens, that were
installed since the start of the assessment in 2010.

12

URBAN STORMWATER PROGRAM
Our Urban Stormwater Program provides customized support to NPDES permit holding jurisdictions, oneon-one technical assistance to landowners, outreach and financial assistance for stormwater retrofit project
development, watershed specific stormwater studies and technical training for industry professionals. We’ve
helped with the installation of over 1,500 stormwater practices on urban properties. With additional funding,
the Conservation District will expand these efforts in the following ways:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Expand the one-on-one assistance model to the neighborhood scale.
Continue to be a regional innovator in community-based, green stormwater infrastructure (rain
gardens, rain catchment, and natural yard care).
Expand services like DePave to commercial properties, businesses, multi-family housing, churches
and schools.
Increase the technical and financial support to jurisdictions and stormwater permitees.
Increase landowner financial assistance from $10,000 to $65,000 annually.
Accelerate action in high priority watersheds.
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LAWNS TO LETTUCE PROGRAM
Our newest program, Lawns to Lettuce, provides outreach, technical assistance and limited financial
assistance to community organizations and private landowners in urban and suburban neighborhoods
to convert impervious lawns to food production plots for personal consumption and community food
banks. With additional funding, the Conservation District will expand these efforts in the following ways:
•
•
•
•

“

Connect urban residents to local food and raise the profile of Snohomish County agriculture.
Increase technical assistance to community-based urban farming.
Expand investment in community gardens from $5,000 to $25,000 annually.
Support local organizations like Farmer Frog, Project Harvest and WSU Extension.

SCD stretches every dollar to make an impact in our
community; their cost share has expanded the services we
as volunteers (in our community gardens) can provide.
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- Terry Myer, Director, Down to Earth Community Gardens

”
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SOUND EDUCATION PROGRAM
Our Sound Education program provides elementary and middle school environmental science lessons to
public and private schools in Snohomish County and Camano Island. Our standards-aligned curriculum
equips the next generation of students with authentic, hands-on experiences that strengthen scientific
reasoning, environmental awareness and real-world problem solving skills. We’ve engaged students for
more than 75,000 hours over the last seven years. With additional funding, the Conservation District will
expand these efforts in the following ways:
•
•
•
•
•
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Increase support for jurisdictional stormwater classes.
Expand upon cutting-edge curriculum like Ocean Acidification, Climate Change, STEM and ProjectBased Learning
Increase technical/financial support to schools for stormwater retrofits and outdoor classrooms.
Provide stewardship opportunities for extracurricular youth groups.
Develop and deliver an agriculture education program.

75,000

since the start of the
assessment in 2010.

student contact hours
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM
Our Community Engagement program works one-on-one with landowners in the agricultural, residential
and commercial sectors to provide information on natural resources, identify technical assistance
opportunities and barriers to implementation. This program supported a 768% increase in new
cooperators per year from the years pre-dating the assessment. It supports broad stakeholder efforts
such as the Sustainable Lands Strategy, agricultural resilience planning, watershed recovery groups and
provides volunteer opportunities for citizens to improve natural resources. With additional funding, the
Conservation District will expand these efforts in the following ways:
•
•
•

Amplify reach through online learning, video presentations and social networking through the
Better Ground outreach initiative.
Double the number of stewardship and volunteer opportunities.
Continue to invest in demonstration projects, hands-on learning events and other community
building models.

768%
increase

in new cooperators per year, when compared to
2009 (the year before the assessment started).
From 235 in 2009 to 2,040 in 2016.
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“

Across Puget Sound, they are seen as a leader and innovator
in this area, and they are recognized for finding conservation
solutions that bridge the rural and urban divide.
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- The Nature Conservancy

The power of partnership
We would not be able to do this work without our partners. Our Rates and Charges proposal
allows us to invest in and support the work of our local partners such as:
•

WSU Extension – Snohomish County

•

Cities (Phase II NPDES permitees)

•

Local non-profit organizations

•

Schools and Higher Education Institutions

•

Sustainable Lands Strategy

•

Puget Sound Conservation Districts

•

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
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