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Boundaries of the University of Chicago

Boundaries of the UCPD Patrol Zone
The barriers forced by the new 
projects at the edges of Hyde 
Park-Kenwood, plus extraordinary 
policing, may indeed keep out extra-
QHRXV�SHRSOH�ZLWK�VXI´FLHQW�HIIHFWLYH-
ness. If so, the price will be hostility from 
WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�FLW\�DQG�DQ�HYHU�PRUH�
beleaguered feeling within the fort...

Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities 

Outside

System

Unspeakable

separate, distant from, external to, independent of, foreign, alien, excluded, other 

structure, hierarchy, set of power relations, dominant or overarching narrative

that which cannot be spoken of, shared, or accounted for within the framework provided by the dominant structure or narrative 

that

and hence 

Discourse Curious

Rigorous

Collaborative

Innovative

It’s not about you, it’s about UChicago.1

Engaging

Passion

Authentic

Impact

Inquiry

Allan Pred, “Place as Historically Contingent Process: 
Structuration and the Time-Geography of Becoming Places” 

The habitual use of 
language and rules in the 
execution of institutional 
projects often obscures 
WKH�SUHYLRXV�VRFLDO�DFWLYL-
ty embodied in the things 
DQG� HYHQWV� IDFLOLWDWLQJ�
those projects. Conse-
TXHQWO\��LQGLYLGXDOV�FRPH�
to think of the detailed 
situations and social order 
characterizing their proj-
ect as natural and rather 
than as humanly created 
and culturally arbitrary.

In the early 1950s, Hyde 
Park, once a solidly 
middle-class neighborhood, 
began to decline.  In response, 
the University became a 
major sponsor of an urban 
renewal effort for Hyde Park, 
which profoundly affect-
ed both the neighborhood’s 
architecture and street plan.3  

1952: Creation of the South East Chicago Commission 
1963: Agreement with The Woodlawn Organization to 
not acquire or build south of 61st Street   $7.55 Billion

Endowment 

UChicago 
By The Numbers 

100+
VZRUQ�8&3'�RI´FHUV�ZLWK�
full policing powers 

50,000
University-unaffil iat-
ed residents under the 
jurisdiction of the UCPD 

22
taverns on 55th street in 1952  

2

1,500
residential units un-
der University owner-
ship and management 

$400 Million
of University, public, and oth-
er private funds spent on Urban 
Renewal efforts in Woodlawn, 
Hyde Park, and Kenwood by 1970

taverns on 55th street in 2015

+RZ�GRHV�WKH�OLJKWLQJ�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�LPDJH­V�RYHUDOO�PHDQLQJ"

'RHV� WKH� LPDJH� WHOO� D� VWRU\� IURP�D� YLVXDOO\� GLVWLQFW� SHUVSHFWLYH"

'RHV�WKH�LPDJH�FRQYH\�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�FRPPXQLW\­V�
unique personality, 
HQHUJ\��DQG�VHQVH�RI�KXPRU"2 

Are the subjects engaging with their 
setting or with each other in a way 
WKDW�KHOSV�WR�FRQYH\�\RXU�PHVVDJH"2 

Do the features in the photo make the 
VHWWLQJ�GLVWLQFWLYH�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�D�
VLPLODU�VHWWLQJ�DW�D�SHHU�LQVWLWXWLRQ"2

Is the setting 
UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�
story you’re trying 
WR�WHOO"�

1968: Creation of the UCPD 
1992: UCPD granted full po-
licing powers 
������&UHDWLRQ�RI�´UVW�8&KL-
cago Charter School
2001: Expansion of UCPD 
boundaries south to 64th 
Street

2003: Expansion of 
boundaries north to 39th 
Street 
2008-2014: Acquisition of 
26 properties in Washing-
ton Park
2013: Purchase of Harper 
Court development for 
$98 million 
2015: Bid to bring the 
Barack Obama Presiden-
tial Library to the South 
Side 
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Properties on maps.uchicago.edu

Graduate Housing

26
U n i v e r s i t y - o w n e d 
properties in Wash-
ington Park, outside of 
the UCPD patrol zone

percent of the Undergrad-
uate student body is Black

87
percent of Woodlawn’s 
population is Black

4

Spatial Typologies
1identity.uchicago.edu 
2communications.uchicago.edu/photography/guide
3orientation.uchicago.edu/page/history-and-traditions-uchicago
)RU�D�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�OLVW�RI�VRXUFHV��YLVLW�

http://unspeakable.info 

Sources & Resources
D��6SDFHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FDPSXV�FRUH��DV�GH´QHG�
E\�WKH�8&3'��WKDW�GR�QRW�´W�ZLWKLQ�WKH�8QL-
YHUVLW\­V�1HRJRWKLF��RU�RWKHUZLVH�SUHVFULEHG��
aesthetic
b) Spaces within the UCPD patrol zone that 
DUH�QRW�RZQHG��RSHUDWHG�E\��RU�DI´OLDWHG�ZLWK�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\
c) Spaces outside of the campus core that 
DUH�RZQHG�E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&KLFDJR
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On Reverse: 

About this Project
�� What are the processes by which “space” becomes 

ªSODFH«"�
�� How is meaning created in particular spatiotemporal 

ORFDWLRQV"
�� :KDW�W\SHV�RI�VSDFHV�FRQVWLWXWH�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�

&KLFDJR"��
�� ,Q�ZKDW�ZD\V�FDQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�EH�GH´QHG�VSDWLDOO\�

RU�JHRJUDSKLFDOO\"
�� :KDW�NLQGV�RI�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�DFWLRQV�KDYH�LQµXHQFHG�

WKHVH�DUHDV­�PRUSKRORJLHV�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW"
�� In what ways can institutional language be used to 

MXVWLI\�DQG�OHJLWLPL]H�WKHVH�DFWLRQV"
,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV��FRPPHQWV��RU�FRUUHFWLRQV��
contact J. S. E. at unspeakable@uchicago.edu 

This project was funded in part by a grant from the 
6WXGHQW�)LQH�$UWV�)XQG�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&KLFDJR��



We recognize the value of discontent with the status quo.1


