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August 4, 2017 
 

Groups Notify EPA of Intent to Sue For Failing to Address  
Maryland’s Clean Air Act Petition 

EPA’s decision to ignore Maryland’s petition has real, negative health consequences 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: Tim Whitehouse, 240-246-4492, twhitehouse@psr.org 
 
Environmental Defense Fund, Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility (Chesapeake 
PSR) and a broad coalition of advocacy groups have given notice that they intend to sue the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for failing to address air pollution from coal-
fired power plants in five states neighboring Maryland. 
 
The groups plan to file a lawsuit against the EPA and administrator Scott Pruitt for not 
responding to a “good neighbor” petition by Maryland to the EPA. The petition asks the EPA 
to make a finding that 36 coal-fired electric generating units in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana are emitting air pollutants that significantly contribute to 
nonattainment and interfere with maintenance of the 2008 and 2015 ozone National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards in Maryland. 
 
Those facilities emit ozone-forming nitrogen oxide pollutants that are carried by wind into 
Maryland. On July 20, 2017, Maryland notified EPA that it intended to sue the agency for 
not responding to its good neighbor petition. Maryland environmental officials have said 
that as much as 70 percent of the state’s ozone pollution is coming from surrounding states.  
 
“The impacts of ground-level ozone pollution on human health include harm to the 
respiratory system, aggravation of asthma and lung diseases, and premature death,” said 
Gwen DuBois, MD, MPH, president of Chesapeake PSR. “Nitrogen oxide is also a component 
of fine particulate matter and can travel long distances and can cause serious health effects 
when inhaled,” added Dr. DuBois.  
 
The plants named by Maryland in its petition have modern pollution controls, but they are 
not fully operating to reduce ozone-forming pollution. Maryland regulators have asked the 
EPA to require those facilities to operate the controls daily during the ozone season, which 
runs from May 1 through September 30. Doing so would not only help Maryland meet the 
federal air quality standards for ozone, but other area states as well, said Tim Whitehouse, 
executive director of Chesapeake PSR. 
 

http://blogs.edf.org/climate411/files/2017/08/MD-Sect-126-NGO-NOI-FINAL-8-4-17.pdf
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Environmental Defense Fund published two interactive maps that show the pollution from 
each electric generating unit identified in Maryland’s original good neighbor petition. The 
maps show how much excess pollution is being emitted from these units, and illustrates the 
air quality challenges facing communities and ecosystems in Maryland and throughout the 
region. 
 
The EPA was required to act on Maryland’s petition no later than July 15, 2017.  
 
“We can’t rely on administrator Pruitt and EPA to apply the law in a timely manner,” said 
Whitehouse. “EPA’s decision to ignore Maryland’s petition has real, negative health 
consequences. That is why we are supporting Maryland’s petition and asking the court to 
compel EPA to do its job.”  
 
Other groups that signed the notice of intent to sue are the Environmental Integrity Project, 
the Maryland Environmental Health Network, the Chesapeake Climate Action Network, 
Sierra Club, WE ACT for Environmental Justice, and the Adirondack Council. 
 
For more information on Chesapeake PSR, please visit our website at 
www.chesapeakepsr.org  
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https://www.edf.org/energy/marylands-good-neighbor-petition-can-help-millions-breathe-easier
http://www.chesapeakepsr.org/

