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Three Augustinian Friars tell their vocation stories and how they
heard and answered the call to religious life and priesthood.
FR. ROBERT P. HAGAN, O.S.A. p. 6
Sitting in a garden, Augustine heard the phrase tolle lege,
“take up and read.” After the loss of a family member, Fr. Rob
encountered his own tolle lege experience, when he found and
read The Confessions of St. Augustine. This had a lasting impact
and eventually opened him to answer the call.
FR. CARLOS E. URBINA, O.S.A. p. 10
Similar to Augustine’s experience on hearing the preaching
of his bishop, Ambrose, Fr. Carlos was swayed by the eloquent
preaching of a bishop, but his journey to the Augustinians
was a long and winding path.
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Fr. Rob Hagan, O.S.A., Associate Athletic
Director and Chaplain of Villanova
University’s football team, is shown on the
sidelines with the Wildcats.
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FR. RICHARD J. PIATT, O.S.A. p. 14
At a young age, Fr. Rick recognized his call to the priesthood,
but as a teen and college student, he didn’t pursue it. It was
through his graduate studies in theatre at Villanova that he came
in contact with the Augustinians and discovered his path to
answering that call as a member of a religious community.
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Dear Friends,

Editor
Augustinian Provincial Offices
P.O. Box 340
Villanova, PA 19085-0340

God moves in exciting and mysterious ways. In this issue of The Augustinian we present to you
stories of vocations to the religious life and priesthood. So often we get caught up with our daily
lives and what might be happening in our local church communities that we do not think much
about “How does all of this work?” In just about every diocese that the Province of St. Thomas
of Villanova serves, and our Provinces in the Midwest and California, we are facing parish
realignments and shortages of ministers.
As a Provincial, my first responsibility is to vocations and formation of men who feel that they
have been called. Inside of the front cover you will find the announcement of our new vocation
video, “The Call,” which is available for all of you to view on the homepage of Augustinian.org.
You might find the site interesting enough to connect to other parts of our website to find out
more about us and our mission. Being aware that some may not have access to computers and
that the terminology and path to vocations might need clarification, this issue of The Augustinian
focuses on Augustinian Vocations.
It also introduces our new vocation directors, Fr. Tom McCarthy, O.S.A., and Fr. Jorge Cleto,
O.S.A., who forge new ground in bringing together the Midwest Province of Our Mother of
Good Counsel and our Province of St. Thomas of Villanova. You will also see the path a friar
experiences from discernment to solemn vows.
The stories that follow in these pages are about real friars, all ordained in the 21st century, who
tell of their journey that led them to become Augustinian Friars. Fr. Robert P. Hagan, O.S.A.,
found his call when his father’s death led him to The Confessions of St. Augustine. Fr. Carlos E. Urbina,
O.S.A., initially found his call when he heard Archbishop Óscar Romero speak, but did not find
a good fit until he met the Augustinians and began working with first and second generation
immigrants. Fr. Richard J. Piatt, O.S.A., always knew he had a call but found Augustine and the
Augustinians when Providence brought him to Villanova’s graduate theatre program.
Every friar has a vocation story. Each heard a “call” and was supported by the community
through the journey of discernment, education and formation. Today, the Spirit is alive and more
are turning to us to find their path to God through life as an Augustinian. We ask you to help us
support Augustinian Vocations through your prayers, and if possible, through donations to a new
fund set up for Vocations and Formation in our annual Augustinian Fund.
On behalf of my brothers, to all of you who have contributed to our Province with your
time, talent, and treasure, I thank you with a most grateful heart for your kindness.
May you all have a safe summer and enjoy many unforgettable moments with your loved ones.
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Answering the “Call”
in the 21st Century
BY TEDDIE GALLAGHER

DIRECTOR OF AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEERS

In Augustine,

Augustinian Vocations:

James C. McMaster
senior FINANCIAL OFFICER

John J. Sheridan, O.S.A.
Archivist

“Why do I live? Only
with this intention, that
together we may live
with Christ. This is my
desire, my honor, my joy
and my wealth…but I
don’t want to be saved
without you.”
St. Augustine, Sermon 71

The sentiment that St. Augustine
expresses in Sermon 71, “I don’t want to
be saved without you,” seems to sum up
what the Augustinian Order of priests and
brothers is all about: a constant search for
a union with Christ here and hereafter in
the company of friends. It explains why
the Augustinians engender such fidelity
and why their daily lives are lived in
community, in service and in friendship.
It helps us understand why so many people
say “I remember the first time I met the
Augustinians.” It’s Veritas, Unitas, Caritas;
it’s apostolic ministry; it’s respect for
diversity; it’s Catholic Social Teaching;
it’s commitment to the poor; it’s concern
for social justice and the common good
of all; it’s being down-to-earth. If you
have met an Augustinian you’ve likely
experienced the charisms that define them.
The short video produced this year
to promote Augustinian Vocations in
the United States entitled “The Call,”
features seven priests and a brother,
all under the age of 50, who represent the
younger generation of Augustinians. They
speak about their “call” and about being an
Augustinian. They speak about formation
as Augustinians and about the future of the
Order and Augustinian vocations.
There’s a great deal of positive energy in
the video, and that’s reflective of the positive
things that are happening in Augustinian
vocations in the United States today.

The Order in the United States has twelve
brothers in formation at this time and has
almost as many in its houses of discernment.
Plus, vocation directors report more men are
inquiring about the Augustinians and attending
weekend retreats.
It’s hard to say why more men are finding
their call to God through the Augustinians, but
maybe it’s because there’s been a lot going on
in the 21st century to support the mission of
Augustinian vocations:

1 A major step for the 21st century came in
1995 when the Order created the Plan of
Augustinian Formation, a tool with a stated
purpose to ensure consistency of formation
in the new millennium. Also known as the
Ratio Institutionis, the plan offers elements
judged essential to Augustinian formation,
elements that form a common Augustinian
foundation and identity. It obliges
Augustinians to read the signs of the times
and to find meaningful directions in their
own spirituality in the present moment,
making the Augustinian identity continually
valid as it takes on modern expression.

2 In 2006, Casa Agustín, a house of
discernment and pre-novitiate for Spanishspeaking men from the United States and
Latin America was founded. The house,
located in Miami Gardens, Florida,
provides an introduction to the Order’s
Plan of Augustinian Formation while men
attend St. Thomas University for ESL
and enculturation classes.
the augustinian . SPRING/SUMMER 2012 . 3

3 In 2007, the three U.S. provinces
(East Coast, Midwest, and West
Coast) formally came together to
create the Saint Augustine Friary
National Theologate, a National
House of Formation in Chicago,
Ill. The move gave the formation
community opportunities to serve
nearby Augustinian parishes, to foster
a new generation of Augustinians.

4 In 2010, the East Coast and Midwest

Fr. Jorge L. Cleto, O.S.A., named interprovincial
Vocations Director for Spanish-speaking men
from the East and Midwest: “I’m so happy that the
community has asked me to help in this ministry.
I love giving my full life to this program, to this
community and to see every day with enthusiasm
and hope. I love it!”

provinces combined their Englishspeaking house of discernment and
pre-novitiate at Blessed Stephen
Bellesini Friary in Ardmore,
Pennsylvania, totally remodelling a
former convent through the support
of major benefactors.

5 In February of 2012, the East Coast
and Midwest provinces announced
an unprecedented merger of the two
provinces’ Discernment and PreNovitiate programs. The plan names
Fr. Thomas R. McCarthy, O.S.A.,
current President of St. Rita of
Cascia High School, in Chicago, Ill.,
as Vocations Director for Englishspeaking men in both provinces,
and Fr. Jorge L. Cleto, O.S.A.,
currently the Vocations Director for
Casa Agustín in Miami Gardens,
Florida, to provide leadership in
both provinces for Spanish-speaking
discerners. The changes are effective
July, 1, 2012.

6 The Center for Applied Research in
the Apostolate (CARA) published a

survey-based report titled: “Recent
Vocations to Religious Life: A Report
for the National Religious Vocation
Conference” (2009). Its findings list
a number of “best practices” for
attracting and retaining new members.
In the end, it found that, although
practices can have meaningful impact,
it is the example of the members and
the charisms of an Order that allow
members to live, work, pray and
celebrate Eucharist together. If the
survey is correct, the charisms lived by
the Augustinians are a major factor in
the rise of Augustinian vocations.

features the vocation stories of three
friars, all ordained in the 21st century.
We meet them and we meet some of their
colleagues, students and friends who speak
to their personal witness of them as priests.
It is this witness of all Augustinians, past
and present, our witness of their love of
the Church and their lives lived by the
Rule and spiritual heritage of St. Augustine,
which continues to draw all of us closer.
We are with the Augustinians as family
and friends, as students and parishioners,
as benefactors. Together, we have become
a community of believers who don’t want
to be saved without each other.

Below, this issue of The Augustinian lays
out the 21st century path for discernment
and formation in the United States.
The main section of this special issue

Fr. Thomas R. McCarthy, O.S.A., named Interprovincial Vocations Director for the East and
Midwest: “I love being a friar and what better
thing to do than to share what you love with
someone else, especially a prospective member.”

for more information about vocations
Go to www.augustinianvocations.org

THE PATH TO AUGUSTINIAN VOCATIONS
AND FORMATION IN THE UNITED STATES
The entire process of exploring a call to religious life with the Augustinians is one of
mutual discernment on the part of the individual who is discerning his call, and that of the
Augustinians, who establish a relationship with the individual. This process of discernment
is not in isolation, but is ongoing and mutual. At every step of the way the provincial and
his counselors, the formation team and professed Augustinians are involved and ready to
help candidates discover, discern and understand what Augustinian religious life is.

DISCERNER
A man interested in religious life
within the Augustinian Order will
meet with a vocation director, who
establishes a relationship and meets
with the man to listen and discuss
his interest in religious life. After
evaluation, the vocation director
introduces the candidate to the
community and recommends that the
discerner spend time with members
of an Augustinian community.

PRE-NOVITIATE
Interprovincial Pre-Novitiate
East Coast, Midwest
Bl. Stephen Bellesini Friary
Ardmore, PA
Casa Agustín
Miami Gardens, FL
West Coast Province
Pre-Novitiate
St. Rita of Cascia House
San Francisco, CA

In the pre-novitiate, the candidate
lives in an Augustinian community
and the work of formation begins as
the candidate is introduced to the
Augustinian Rule and the Order’s
Constitutions. As the candidate
continues to discern his vocation, he
participates and shares in community
life; time is set aside for Mass and
prayer, as well as other social events.
Upon completion of the pre-novitiate
requirements, the formation team
evaluates the readiness of the
candidate to be advanced.
Casa Agustín is the Hispanic House
of Discernment. This program for
Hispanic/Latino discerners is part
of the pre-novitiate program, but
is generally extended longer than
the English-speaking program. It
serves as a way to transition men
into the American culture, assisting
them with English language and
enculturation classes offered
through St. Thomas University in
Miami, Florida.

NATIONAL NOVITIATE

FIRST PROFESSION

HOUSE OF FORMATION

NATIONAL NOVITIATE

NATIONAL HOUSE OF FORMATION

Interprovincial (East coast,
Midwest, West coast)

INTERPROVINCIAL (EAST COAST, MIDWEST, WEST COAST)

Augustinian Novitiate
Community
Racine, WI

As a novice, the candidate receives a
white habit. The candidate continues
developing his life of prayer and
deepening his relationship with
God. Formation as an Augustinian
continues as he lives according to
the Rule and integrates the values
and mission of the Augustinians.

Summer After Novitiate
First Profession of Vows

Year One Studies Begin at
Catholic Theological Union (CTU)

Upon completion of the
novitiate year, expressing
the call to religious life, and in
conjunction with the professed
Augustinian community
and its formation team’s
recommendation, the candidate
makes his first profession of
simple vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience.

At first profession, the friar
receives the black habit and,
as a newly professed religious,
is called a “brother” of the Order.
He moves to St. Augustine Friary
in Chicago, Illinois, where he
continues theological studies at
Catholic Theological Union in
preparation for ministry, while he
continues to discern his vocation.

ORDINATION

RENEWAL
OF VOWS

Year Three Start
Pastoral Year
Prior to completion of his
studies, each candidate will
spend a “pastoral” year,
doing work in one of the
ministries of his province.

If a friar is found to be suitable
and has reached the age of 24,
completed his pastoral year and
the fourth year of theology, the
friar will profess solemn vows.
“Solemn profession is an
unconditional commitment to
God and the Church, to the Order
and to the men and women of
our time.”
–Plan of Augustinian Formation

St. Augustine Friary Chicago, IL

Year Two Studies
Continue at Catholic
Theological Union

RENEWAL
OF VOWS

Ordination to Priesthood
The major superior, with
consent of his council, will
present for reception of Holy
Orders only those persons
whose knowledge, conduct
and other qualities required
by canon law have been
established.

Ongoing Formation

Year Four Studies Continue
at Catholic Theological Union
RENEWAL
OF VOWS

ORDINATION

Year Five Studies for
Master’s of Divinity
SOLEMN
VOWS

If called to sacramental ministry
in the Church, a solemnly
professed friar will usually be
ordained as a deacon in the
beginning of his fifth year.

Religious Brothers
If a friar is not called to
ordained ministry, he
will complete his
studies and serve the
Augustinian community
and its apostolates as
a religious brother.

Major superiors of each
province are required to
provide friars with a concrete,
ongoing formation in which
all participate. This serves
to revitalize the grace of a
friar’s Augustinian vocation
to religious life, and where
applicable, to priestly life.

Conversations:
Vocation Stories

St. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA
CHURCH IS DEDICATED

“The Augustinian
way of life is a
constant search
and discovery of
our relationship
with God through
one another.”
robert P. Hagan, O.S.A.

when did you hear the call to become an
augustinian and how do you experience
life as an augustinian today?

I was 17 and a senior at Cardinal O’Hara High School when
my father passed away suddenly. He went to bed one night and
never woke up. He had a brain aneurism at age 47.
So, you’re going through all the processing of that and then the
practical stuff that you have to do. My sister and I were cleaning
out the trunk of my father’s car and in there was an old library
book, with an old, frayed maroon cover. It was The Confessions of
St. Augustine. It was a book he had checked out from Falvey Library
here at Villanova in February and he died in May.
I had never heard of The Confessions of St. Augustine. I had
never paid attention to who St. Augustine was. I was raised in
a Catholic family, but I didn’t consider myself overly spiritual or
religious, nor did I consider my father that way. But this was the
last book my father was reading, so I took the book and I read
the book.
It was unexpected, that on the occasion of something as
challenging as my father’s death, I came to meet Augustine,
who was a sinner before he was a saint; who struggled with a
lot of aspects of life, but never stopped searching. A man who
discovered God through the company of friends and good people
around him. Who chased a lot of what the world has to offer,
whether it be money, women, fame or fortune, only to come
to the realization that none of those things completely satisfy
us. He prays that line that we all know, that resonates with so
many of us: ‘Lord you have made us for yourself and our hearts
are restless, until they rest in you.’
6 . the augustinian . spring/Summer 2012
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Villanova University’s head basketball
coach, Jay Wright on the sidelines:
“I think every player on our team and
every member of our staff will tell
you Fr. Rob is one of the great men any
of us have in our lives.”

That introduction to that philosophy,
to that way of life, to that core piece
of wisdom, was something that stayed
with me at a young age: as I came to
Villanova; as I met the Augustinians—
people like Fr. Bill McGuire, who just
passed away and was a great friend of
mine; people like Fr. Peter [Donohue]
who was at Villanova when I was a
student; and then after Villanova when
I was working as a lawyer, when I was
experiencing success, when I was making
some money, when I was having good
relationships.

“We preach it all
the time: to get
the rainbow you
have to have the
rain; with every
cross, there’s a
resurrection.”
I found my heart restless and the
question came to me: Is there something
else? Is there something more? That
stayed with me and it led me to the
ultimate decision to follow my heart,
and join the Order.
As I look back now it’s easier to
connect the dots; that “Lord you were
with me—even when I was not with you.”
8 . the augustinian . SPRING/SUMMER 2012

JAY WRIGHT
“Fr. Rob has been a very integral part of the
program and also of my life. He’s just the perfect
source of spiritual strength and grounding. We
travel with the team and work closely together.
We count him as a part of our staff and I also
count him as one of my dear friends.
“Our whole team and entire staff attend a
prayer service before every game. It starts with
Fr. Rob doing a reading from the Bible and then
he does a homily. He’s never talking about the
game. He’s talking about life. And what kind
of men we are and what kind of Christians we
are. I always joke with Fr. Rob, ‘Don’t make us
cry before the game.’ He’s so good he gets us
so emotional. I had friends of our program at a
recent game and I looked over and they had tears
in their eyes.
“He’s one of the most Christ-like people I know,
if not the most. And everybody in our program
and in my family feels that way. Everyone feels
he’s so real and so committed to this life of
serving Christ. It’s inspirational. He’s an amazing
man, he really is.”

Whether it was in the death of my father;
finding The Confessions of St. Augustine in the
trunk of my father’s car upon his death;
bartending through law school, I was
learning who St. Augustine was: taking
some of those truths and incorporating
them into my own life, which led me to
hear the call, to know that God had been
calling me for a while. It all allowed me
to hear it more clearly.
I’ve often reflected on how God used
difficulties in my life as a means to speak

2

Villanova University’s head football
coach, Andy Talley at the pre-game Mass:
“Not all of the players are Catholic,
but they come to Mass before the game
because it’s our tradition. It’s an honor
to have the opportunity to read at the
Mass and be involved this way.”

to me. We preach it all the time: to get
the rainbow you have to have the rain;
with every cross, there’s a resurrection.
They are core Christian, Augustinian
truths that we profess and that I
discovered in my own life. Out of difficult
situations, out of suffering loss, can come
real gifts and insights and truth—and I
think that was the Spirit working through
that cross.
And that’s really what The Confessions
of St. Augustine is. A lot of people think it’s
a confession of sin—like all of the bad
stuff that Augustine ever did. And on
some level it is. But it’s really a confession
of praise. It’s Augustine reflecting on
his life. And looking back on all of the
experiences of his life and pointing out
and saying, “But you were there.” You
were there to help me. You were there to
forgive me. You were there to lead me.
And so it’s a confession of praise: thank
you God for all the ways you’ve been
present to me in my life, in my weakness,
in forgiveness, in my joys, in my sorrows.
You were there through it all. We all have
that ability to reflect on our own lives and
see where God was present. And that’s
a very Augustinian way to pray.
St. Augustine introduced a way of
praying that was to reflect on your own
life, on your own story and ask: Where
was God in the story? And through the
eyes of faith to really see where he was

ANDY TALLEY
“Fr. Rob is a very motivational and inspirational
priest and he is a great friend to everyone here.
He says Mass for our team at home and when
we travel, so we always go to Mass the day of
the game. He’s also the guy who says the prayer
prior to us going out to play and after the game
is over. Win or lose, he always has a prayer and
something to say that is unifying and helpful.
“On our run to the National Championship he
gave a sermon about the stone cutter. The stone
cutter’s hammer explodes on the rock many times
and he never knows which blow is going to break
the rock. The whole concept is that you’ve got
to keep tapping the rock. Eventually, it’s going
to break.
“So we, as a team, put this motto together
called “Tap the Rock” and we have this rock in
our locker room. Every day as players go in and
out of the locker room they tap the rock. It’s our
slogan. It was inscribed on our rings when we
won the National Championship. So the guys will
always remember that, in life, you’ve got to keep
tapping the rock.”
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Lynn Tighe, Sr. Associate Athletic Director
for Villanova University: “I like the idea
that when Fr. Rob is on the sideline at a
football game or a basketball game that
it’s very visible to everyone watching,
that we have a priest on our sideline. It
speaks to the core values of Villanova
that we’re Catholic and Augustinian.”

present, where he helped, where he led,
guided and gave strength. I like to look
at life that way and I was introduced
to that whole notion of prayer through
The Confessions.
In terms of Augustinian values, the one
that really resonates with me is friendship.
Augustine found the presence of God
through friendship. And I have found
that particular value to be most important
in my work. My job isn’t to convert
people. My job isn’t to first and foremost
preach to people or to tell them how to
live their lives, but to approach every
situation through the idea that this is an
opportunity to build a friendship. There
are different levels of friendship. We have
students here at Villanova and my job
isn’t to hang out and go to parties with
them—but to respect them, understand
them, to give them some feeling that
there’s someone who wants to listen
to them. I think that whole notion of
friendship, whatever that means for you–
respect, understanding, sharing of ideas
in good times and in bad times–that’s
the main goal. Then the other things just
happen: the presence of God, closeness,
learning. But if that friendship and trust
isn’t there, if the relationship isn’t built
first, then it’s hard for all the other things
to happen.
I’m at work, but so many of the people
here are friends of mine. It’s not that
the priest is up here and everybody else

LYNN TIGHE
“There’s a level of respect that is given to a
priest, that I think these young student athletes
who, maybe are not Catholic and have never
been around clergy, wouldn’t necessarily know to
do it. But I watch that and I see it: they give him
respect. They give it because he’s earned it. He
is a confidant for a lot of the athletes. They know
that when they have a problem or they need to
bounce something off someone, that he’s a good
listener and a wise man and can offer some good
advice to them. They have a really good feeling
about him. You can just see it. I can see it when
we’re in Bartley Hall. The student athletes walk
by with big bright smiles and say, ‘How are
you doing Fr. Rob?’ They love having him at
the University.
“Do the women ‘tap the rock?’ They don’t
physically tap the rock that the football players
tap, but I think they tap the rock in that they
‘tap’ on Fr. Rob for advice and for counsel.
I like to think that he is the rock.”

is down there. We are journeying down
the path of life together. I learn from my
friends and hopefully, they learn from
me. And we pick each other up along the
way. And that’s very Augustine and very
Augustinian.
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Fr. Rob Hagan and Russell Wooton,
a student Assistant for Villanova
University men’s basketball, on the sidelines. “Fr. Rob is a guy who I can go to
and not only get wisdom, but also get
a creative point of view.”

For additional photos of Fr. Rob with the
Villanova Football and Men’s Basketball
teams, visit our photo galleries at
www.augustinian.org

RUSSELL WOOTON
“Throughout my playing career and my time
as a student I just got to know Fr. Rob more
and more. What makes him very special to the
Villanova family is that, when it comes to game
time, everyone is ready to compete. And Fr. Rob,
with his prayer service, he says, ‘Hey, the game
is important and you guys have worked hard, but
let’s take a step back and let’s focus on what really
matters.’ And once he gets our attention to step
back and we realize that, you know what, I want
to win and I love to compete, but my relationship
with God, my relationship with my teammates,
my relationship with my coaches and the alum,
they are very important. Fr. Rob allows us to see
things in a bigger scope. Yes, we’re here to play
and compete, but we’re also here to learn about
God. We’re here to have a relationship with God,
and with each other. Recognizing it and then
finally appreciating it within each other, seeing
God in each other. That’s where Unity comes in.
The Veritas, Unitas, Caritas comes in. It helps us
compete better because we have clearer minds.
Our bond is stronger.”

Robert Paul Hagan, O.S.A., was born in Westwood, NJ. He was ordained to the priesthood on September
13, 2003, at Saint Thomas of Villanova Church, Villanova, PA. Fr. Rob is in his eighth year serving as
an Associate Athletics Director at Villanova University, Villanova, PA. He serves as the chaplain
for the Villanova University men’s basketball and football teams. Fr. Rob volunteers as a prison
chaplain at the State Correctional Institution, Chester, PA and helps with weekend Masses at St.
Paul’s Parish in South Philadelphia. He is part of the formation team that works with pre-Novitiate
candidates.
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Conversations:
Vocation Stories

“This is the greatest
miracle of religious
life: that we are
able to care and
love for each other,
not necessarily to
think and to look
exactly the same.”
carlos e. urbina, O.S.A.

when did you hear the call to become an
augustinian and how do you experience
life as an augustinian today?

My vocation started with my grandmother. She was the one
who inspired me because of her devotion and her prayer. And
then my mom was such a great influence for me.
Nevertheless, from the age of twelve to the age of 18, I did not
want to do anything with vocations or even work at the church.
It was Archbishop Óscar Arnulfo Romero, who was assassinated
in El Salvador, who influenced me, not because he was a great
speaker or a big man, but because of the conviction with which
he was preaching and speaking. I was 17 when he visited my
hometown of San Matías, El Salvador, on February 24, 1980,
exactly one month before he was assassinated.
It was four years later that I announced I was joining a
community and in January of 1984, I entered the seminary.
During my years of discernment with the Carmelites, I was
the principal at San Matías Parochial School in El Salvador;
worked with “charismatic” groups in Costa Rica; and worked
as a missionary in Honduras and Guatemala. In 1991 I came
to the United States to take classes in New Orleans, Louisiana,
and went through a whole process to continue discernment,
but finally found I didn’t fit into the religious life.
In 1992, I won a scholarship to St. John’s University in New
York, where I received an M.A. in Moral Theology. I was away
from the Church for almost seven years. It was during this time
that I felt a desire to work with immigrants and to do this,
I worked through St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish in Jamaica,
Queens, N.Y. It was here that I met the Augustinians, Fr.
Jorge Reyes [O.S.A.] and Fr. Bill Waters [O.S.A.], and other
Augustinians who worked at the parish.
10 . the augustinian . SPRING/SUMMER 2012
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Nilsa Vega is the Parish Secretary for St.
Mary of the Assumption Parish, Lawrence,
Mass. She volunteers as a coordinator for
the English-speaking Religious Education
and RCIA programs. “The planning for the
Installation Mass was done by the parishioners. There’s a lot of talent here at
the parish. Each Mass has its own culture
through the music and each music group
adds its own flavor to the parish. Everyone
came together for Fr. Carlos’ Installation
Mass and it was very spiritual and awesome!”

When I graduated from St. John’s, I was
recommended to work in campus ministry
at the University of Massachusetts. I had
stayed in touch with the Augustinians
and after one year at the University of
Massachusetts the Augustinians offered
me a job to direct Religious Education
at St. Mary’s in Lawrence, Mass.
I was not planning to go back to
religious life, but the people in the
parish inspired me to join. I had not told
parishioners that I had been discerning
for a vocation with the Carmelites. No
one knew my past. But one day I was
asked to fill-in and give a reflection when
the priest was sick. Right after that, one of
the older members of the parish, Victoria
Ortega, followed me and said, “When will
you stop fighting against God? Let me tell
you my son, in the end, God always wins”
and she just walked away. I was not really
happy with her. Six months later I went
to Fr. Art Johnson [O.S.A.], who was
one of the greatest influences for me,
and asked to join the Augustinians.
I was ordained here at St. Mary’s in
Lawrence, Mass. and worked here for a
year before I was sent to Our Lady of Good
Counsel Parish on Staten Island in N.Y.
This was the most multi-cultural place
for me. There are so many different
countries and cultures in that parish.
There are not only Latinos, but people
from the Philippines, from Korea, from
12 . the augustinian . SPRING/SUMMER 2012

NILSA VEGA
“Fr. Carlos is so charismatic with everyone,
old and young. My family is Puerto Rican, but
we were born and raised here in the States.
I know Spanish but my son only speaks English.
I saw the impression that Fr. Carlos made on my
son the day he met him. I will never forget, after
that first meeting, my son said to me “I want the
joy that he has.” A few years later, when my son
made his Confirmation, he asked Fr. Carlos to
be his sponsor. Fr. Carlos can speak to young
people. He gets their attention and gets them
to talk to him. I don’t know how he gets the kids
to relate to him, but he does. Es la carisma.
“Lawrence isn’t an easy city to live in. You
have different nationalities. Yes, we all speak
Spanish but we’re all from different parts of
Latin America, like Central and South America
and Puerto Rico and the Caribbean. Now we’re
getting a lot of Central Americans who are from
El Salvador and Guatemala. I think he’s going to
do great here.”

Japan, from France, and from every country
in Latin America and the Caribbean.
After four-and-a-half years of working in
Staten Island, Fr. Donald [Reilly, O.S.A.]
asked me to go to Chicago, because they
needed someone there to work in St. Rita
of Cascia Parish. They needed a person
who spoke Spanish, but could also work
with the English-speaking part of the
community.
In the Southside of Chicago we are very
well known for the actions we are taking
with social justice, especially for people
who are losing their homes because of the

2

Rosa Muñoz is a parishioner of St. Mary’s
and has been involved in the CCD and
Confirmation programs for many years.
“When Fr. Carlos came 16 years ago, as
director of religious education, there was
an instant connection in what we wanted
for the church: to promote the church
to the youth and keep them here to get
involved with different ministries. “

recession; people who are persecuted
for their immigration status; people who
are being taken advantage of because of
their papers. We work together with all
of the faith traditions and help people who
need guidance regardless of their faith
denominations. It is very unique. I was
the one who worked with the people.
I like to be with the people.
St. Rita’s Parish is diverse, in the way
that you have people from Mexico and
other countries in Latin America, but also
the immigrant population they have is still
very strong coming in from other countries.
Part of the challenge is to help them adapt
to a new reality. The English-speaking
part of the community at St. Rita’s is also
diverse, because they are second or third
generation Latinos or Filipinos or people
from other countries. They have not only
been born in the United States, but they
are trying to keep the traditions of their
own ancestors.
I will say St. Mary’s, in Lawrence,
Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish in Staten
Island, as well as St. Rita’s in Chicago are
all extremely diverse. More than it is in
my own country. It’s different. Sometimes
people make a mistake in thinking all
Spanish-speaking people have the same
cultural background, but each area has its
own culture and expressions.
This time, coming back to St. Mary’s
is a very different experience because I am
not coming as an associate; I am coming
as a pastor. This has been the scary part,

ROSA MUNOZ
“Lawrence is known as the ‘immigrant city’
and so we are an immigrant city parish. Fr. Carlos
is a great complement to the city and the parish
because he values diversity. He’s also bilingual,
which is fantastic. He’s young and he can relate
to the youth. He’s visited my Confirmation class
and the attention that you can see in the students’
faces – he knows how to communicate with the
different audiences. He’s also very patient and,
at least in my opinion, he’s not afraid to listen to
criticism. He’s very open-minded. The community
has gone through tough times in the past six
months, from a grade school closing to a pastor
leaving. Both have long histories and deep roots
in the community and parish. Fr. Carlos also has
roots here and there’s an army of people that
are supporting him in bringing the community
together. Healing takes time. It will also take
someone like Fr. Carlos, who has the character,
passion and perseverance to persuade people that
this is not going to be that bad. He will, he will.”
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Claudia Ocon, who cooks for the priests
at St. Rita of Cascia Parish, Chicago, ILl.,
met Fr. Carlos when he served there
(2009-2011). “He truly lives by his vocation,
working and serving and just being there.
He respects people for who they are;
everyone is equal, equal to him.”

to become their pastor. The beauty is the
experience that I have in the previous
assignments is helping me to value,
recognize and to celebrate the diversity.
This is the greatest lesson in my life: to
celebrate the differences. To know we are
invited to work for unity, not uniformity.
“One mind and one heart intent upon
God” is what Augustine says. I believe
this is to recognize the diversity of
God’s love manifested through people
of different shapes, colors, languages;
this is the beauty in this parish.
If you want to be a pastor to all, this
is a challenge, but it’s just such a great
experience.
At my installation Mass in November,
I said to the people, “Teach me how to
be your pastor. I am your companion on
this journey. Help me. Teach me how to
serve you better.”
I need to be open to learn. Every single
day is an opportunity for me to learn.
More than just telling anyone what to
do, I want to ask, “How can I work with
you? How can we accomplish this mission
together?” People in the parishes will be
my prophet. To know, to learn, to be
with them is one of the most powerful
experiences that I have ever had.
One of the beautiful charisms of
the Order is that the Augustinians are
teaching me how to work together. First
we are brothers. Our vocation is to be a
brother; our priesthood is a service.

CLAUDIA OCON
“Fr. Carlos is truly a warrior for social justice.
He sees injustice and it inflames him. He has
to do something about it. He can’t be quiet.
The parish has support groups for people who
are fighting for immigration reform. He would
listen to people’s stories and go to marches
organized for the Dream Act. It’s something he
stands for. He went to the detention centers
where people are held before they are deported
and where families are being torn apart. He
was active in hearing people’s cries and he
was compassionate. He shared stories as an
immigrant coming to this country and you can
connect with a person who has this experience.
“There were so many cases of teens, confused
and having an identity crisis or problems.
Fr. Carlos gave his advice—to learn from the
experiences and move on. Don’t stay stuck.
He taught us beautiful things about self-respect,
human dignity.”

Augustine was not afraid to know
his limitations. Despite them, he let
the beauty of God shine through him.
Community is the center for us; we are
able to live together and respect each
other. Far away from being perfect, but
this is the beauty: that we can work with
each other. One of the most wonderful
blessings is to learn how to work together.

Photos of Fr. Carlos at his November 13, 2011
installation as pastor of St. Mary of the
Assumption Parish can be seen in the
photo galleries at www.augustinian.org

Cristino Ynfante
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Cristino Ynfante, pictured (center) with
the choir during Fr. Carlos’ Installation
Mass. Cristino is a parishioner at St. Mary
of the Assumption Parish and a volunteer with the catechism program and
the children’s choir. “It was Fr. Carlos
who inspired me to volunteer for the
Catechism program, when he was at St.
Mary’s in charge of the program.”

“Five days before his installation as pastor,
I was talking to Fr. Carlos and he said, ‘You know
the installation is Sunday and I don’t know what’s
going on.’ He didn’t know what was going on
because the people put it together for him. They
came together for it and for him. We have five or
six choirs who sing at our Masses; no two Masses
are alike. The choirs here have some issues to get
together, but this time members from each choir
came to his Installation Mass. We don’t usually see
that. It doesn’t happen.
“Fr. Carlos went personally to the choirs
and said, ‘I need you there. I want you to be
there.’ So for his installation, they came. That’s
because he respects everyone. Fr. Carlos has
an understanding of people. No matter who
the people are. We are so different, being from
different nations and countries; we need someone
like Fr. Carlos. He has a gift from God.”

Fr. Carlos E. Urbina, O.S.A., was born in San Matias, El Salvador. He was ordained on August 12, 2004,
at St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, Lawrence, Mass. His first assignment was at St. Mary’s. In
2005 he was transferred to Our Lady of Good Counsel, Staten Island. NY. In 2009 Fr. Carlos was
transferred to St. Rita of Cascia Parish, Chicago, IlL., in the Midwest Province of Our Mother of
Good Counsel. In 2011, Fr. Carlos returned to The Province of St. Thomas of Villanova where he was
assigned to St. Mary of the Assumption as Pastor.
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Conversations:
Vocation Stories

“We don’t sacrifice
our personalities
in order to serve.
We allow God to
work through us.”

richard j. piatt, O.S.A.

when did you hear the call to become an
augustinian and how do you experience
life as an augustinian today?

I first thought about being a priest when I was still a kid. We were
a church-going family and my parents raised us to be observant
Catholics. Becoming a priest was always something in the back of
my head. It just was there. It didn’t consume me.
I didn’t spend a whole lot of time thinking about it–but it was there.
It wasn’t until the end of my college career that I really started
thinking seriously about it. I went through a period in high school
and college where I wasn’t all that interested in the faith anymore.
I never stopped being interested in God and I never felt like I
stopped having a relationship with God, but I did question my role
and my relationship with the Church. And frankly, I didn’t go to
church in college. I went when I was home because my parents
expected me to go, but I didn’t go when I was at school. It was
nothing against the priest who was in charge of Catholic campus
ministry there; it just didn’t feel right for me at the time and I
made the conscious decision not to do it.
But no matter, that knock was still there. That tap on the
shoulder was always there–getting stronger and stronger. And
eventually in my senior year in college, I started going back to
church. And I started contemplating the idea about being a priest.
What if? Is this a possibility?

Fr. Rick Piatt, O.S.A., is pictured on the stage of the Rogers Center
for the Arts, located on the campus of Merrimack College, where
he directs productions for Merrimack’s Onstagers Dramatic Society.
(Photo is courtesy of Kevin Salemme.)
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Diane Shaw, Director of the Center
for Academic Enrichment and Adjunct
Professor of Psychology: “When you see
Rick’s work as a director, it’s never ‘Wow,
look at what Rick did.’ It’s ‘Look at what
Rick got everybody to do and to feel.’“

At the same time, I got into Villanova
for a Master’s Degree in Theatre.
Frankly, I didn’t even realize Villanova
was a Roman Catholic Augustinian
school. They offered me the best package
and that’s where I went. And that’s where
I discovered the Augustinians.
I happened to be living a block or
two away from the Rosemont Chapel
of St. Thomas of Villanova Parish and
so that’s where I went to church. For
the first time in a long time, I thought,
hmm, I’m seeing priests where “what
you see is what you get.” Maybe I’ll start
looking into this a little more. My second
year at graduate school at Villanova, I
met [Fr.] Peter Donohue [O.S.A.] and
David Cregan [O.S.A., ordained to the
priesthood on September 25, 1999.]
Peter came in as the Chair of the Theatre
Department and David was a graduate
of Villanova, coming off of a tour as
an equity actor-performer and getting
ready to go into the seminary with the
Augustinians, into formation. I started
having conversations with them. David
put me on to The Confessions of St. Augustine.
And I thought OK, I’ll give it a shot.
And as I was reading The Confessions, I
began to identify more and more with
Augustine. And I thought if I’m going to
do this, this might be the group. But that
was a two-year period of getting-to-knowthe-Augustinians before I put my foot
16 . the augustinian . SPRING/SUMMER 2012

DIANE SHAW
“My husband and I are very big fans of the
Merrimack College OnStagers (Merrimack’s
student-run Dramatic Society) and have seen the
last two musicals they did under Rick’s direction,
Rent and Into the Woods. We also saw The 9/11
Effect, the play Rick co-created and directed for
the tenth anniversary of 9/11. It was created with
the words of local people who Rick and the cast
interviewed about their experiences on 9/11 and
how they felt ten years after 9/11. The play left
us stunned and speechless. The way they ended
it—left a palpable silence; everybody just looked
around at each other and you could hear sniffles
here and there. It prompted a standing ovation.
Rick chose to not do a curtain call because he
hoped that the dialogue would continue into the
lobby. It was meant to make people react and
think and feel.
“Rick is a very serious about social justice; he
just lives that way. You can’t fake cool. You can’t
fake kind. Not without people seeing through it
at some point. You know decency and goodness
when you see it. And you know the joy when you
meet someone who is doing what he wants to do
with his life.”

into that water. I graduated, worked as a
freelance actor and started getting more
and more interested in the Augustinians.
Long story short, I applied to become an
Associate, which I did. And I spent some
time discerning. And when push came to
shove, it was pick the career or pick the
Augustinians. And I decided that God was
telling me that I could do the career, why
not try this? So I said, OK. And I did.
It was tough, because one of the shows
I was asked to be a part of would have

2

Ashley Skeffington, English and
Secondary Education major and
President of the OnStagers Dramatic
Society, a senior at Merrimack College:
“I was in the sixth grade when 9/11 happened. What I appreciated about The 9/11
Effect, and what a lot of people told me
they appreciated about it, was that it
was a way to step back and say this was
a national tragedy, and is not something
we should stop thinking about.”

made my career. So that first year in
formation was a lot of second guessing.
Did I choose the right thing? But that
feeling from God saying, “Give me a shot,
give it more time,” was very present. And
so I gave it more time and it turned out to
be the right decision.

“but that feeling
from god saying
‘give me a shot,
give it more time,’
was very present.
and so i gave it
more time and
it turned out
to be the right
decision”
I was ordained on July 21, 2001. My
first assignment was to Saint Augustine
Parish in Andover, Mass. Within six
months of my ordination, New York was
attacked on September 11th and then
the Boston priest scandal exploded in
January 2002. I remember taking a trip in
January with students down to a March
for Life rally, at the airport in Manchester,
N.H. I’m in my collar, people are looking
at their newspapers and looking at me,
looking at their newspapers, looking at me.

ASHLEY SKEFFINGTON
“I really haven’t had all that much interaction
with Augustinian priests, or anybody who holds a
position in the Catholic Church—or anything like
that. For me one of the big things that I’ve gotten
out of my relationship with Rick–just knowing him
and having the chance to get to meet him–is that
I wasn’t religious or connected to God in any way.
I had this set image of what priests were like in
my head before coming to Merrimack, having not
really interacted with them all that much, and I
just remember talking to him for the first time.
He’s one of those people who just gets it. He
understands our generation so well. You can sit
down with him and you can have a conversation
with him about anything. You can be very, very
open with him. He’s personally helped me with a
lot of things in my years here. I would see that
as one of the ways God works through him. That
kind of support or that kind of solace–I would
never have thought to seek that out in a religious
person or a priest. He’s just so easy to talk to and
really understanding. He makes you think about
things. And actually he’s made me rethink a lot
of things.”
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Fr. Rick with Kevin Salemme, Director of
Media Instructional Services at Merrimack
College: “Rick comes over and we have
coffee and we talk about ‘How are we
going to do this? How are we going to get
through that?’ We figure it out and we
find a way. We confide in each other and
we help each other.”

And I’m thinking, they think I’m one
of them! Great. Is this what I signed up for?
I know guys that I graduated seminary
with in other Orders who left. They said,
“No, this isn’t what I signed up for. Byebye.” If I weren’t an Augustinian I don’t
know if I would have stayed. I had a
fantastic community then and I live in one
now too. I signed the letter asking to have
Cardinal Law resign. And the provincial
backed us on our rights to have our opinions.
It’s not about the institution at that point,
it’s about those children. And you can’t
dismiss it. Ten years later, I still feel that my
entire priesthood has been defined by priest
scandal and 9/11. And, if my priesthood has
been defined by this and current Merrimack
students were nine, ten or eleven when this
happened, their lives in the Church have
been defined by this too. It makes me angry
to no end. To no end.
Consequently, I think a lot of Catholic
youth are growing up without a strong basis
in religion. I do think there are vocations
out there, but I think the problem is the
faith itself. The Boston Archdiocese is an
extremely damaged area. Cardinal Seán
[O’Malley, OFM, Cap.] is doing a great
job, but it’s going to take generations to fix
the damage that has been done. Yes, there
are young families in church and yes, there
are good things happening. But I think
people highly underestimate the damage
that the sex abuse scandal caused.

KEVIN SALEMME
“We’re similar because I’m an artist and I
know he’s an artist too. He’s an Augustinian Friar
and wants to be able to express his creativity.
This is why he went to get his doctorate in
theater. It’s not just theater– his specialty is
Theatre of the Oppressed. It’s Social Justice
theater–so he’s got what every artist needs and
that is a message.
“He brings that message to Merrimack and
creates a new awareness in the students. He is
an earnest artist who is not the radio station
but more of a receiver-relay station, channeling,
finding that energy and moving it in a particular
direction. It’s his personality. It’s who he is.
“I think The 9/11 Effect was really about how
9/11 affected the community here at Merrimack.
Rick had alumni and current students all working
together to come up with a play. Bringing people
together in a way that is very Augustinian: if we
are a community and there’s something that’s
hard to deal with in life, something that none of
us knows how to deal with–at least we can be
together and not deal with it.”
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Fr. Rick presides at the 2009 wedding of
Jenna and Chris Wood. Chris: “I’ve seen
Onstagers’ performances for the past
six years, four as a student and two as
a member of the pit orchestra. You get
to sit in the pit and watch what happens.
The sense of cohesion that the group has
now, I believe can be solely attributed to
Fr. Rick and his leadership.”

It’s not necessarily that people don’t
believe in God, although there’s a lot
of that out there too. They don’t see the
relevance of the Church. They don’t see
the need for a Church. I work with a lot of
really, really good men, women and kids
who have no interest in God or the Church.
They are interested in having a
conversation with me about why I believe
in God. And you know what, that might be
planting a seed for down the line.
So, if all I can do is have a conversation–
I’ll take it.

Photos from the stage production of
The 9/11 Effect can be viewed at
http://merrimack.smugmug.com/people

JENNA AND CHRIS WOOD
Jenna: “I attended our freshman orientation Mass
and was completely drawn in by the music. I went up
to Fr. Rick, who directed the choir, after Mass and
joined right then. I had a really hard time adjusting
to college–the whole living away from home, the
whole new experience. Fr. Rick was always my go-to
person when I was struggling, so he helped me
through everything pretty much through all four
years. Singing at Mass and rehearsals was the one
time I felt like I was in the right place. He always had
a knack of making everyone feel included. He had
a huge impact on me.”
Chris: “When I came to Merrimack, I wasn’t
Catholic; I was a Protestant. Fr. Rick was still the
director of the choir. I joined it and met Jenna there.
During our courtship and when I decided I was going
to make this major faith-change in my life, Fr. Rick
was my sounding board. He was in London, England
at this time, but through the wonder of instant
messaging and e-mail he became my faith counselor
from afar.”
“He is not what you would think of when you say
Catholic priest. I want to say he’s himself first and a
priest second. It’s not a separate space. He uses what
he has to do what he does best. Fr. Rick brings a lot
of life to the priestly presence at Merrimack with his
big gifts and talents.”

Richard Jay Piatt, O.S.A., was born in Easton, PA. He was ordained on July 21, 2001, at the Rosemont Chapel,
Parish of St. Thomas of Villanova, Rosemont, Pa. Fr. Rick was first assigned to St. Augustine Parish,
Andover, Mass. from 2001 to 2002. He was simultaneously assigned to Merrimack College as campus
minister for music and ministry (2001-2003) and then became Director of Campus Ministry at Merrimack
(2003-2006). In 2006 he went to London to pursue a Master’s Degree in Philosophy and a Ph.D in Drama
at Goldsmiths, University of London. Fr. Rick returned to Merrimack in 2010 to take the position of
Assistant Professor, Department of Visual and Performing Arts. HE HAS DIRECTED MERRIMACK’S MUSICAL
THEATRE PRODUCTIONS FOR THE PAST TWO SEASONS AND RECENTLY, WITH CLAIRE KINTON AND THE GENESIUS
PROJECT, CREATED AND DIRECTED AN ORIGINAL PLAY, THE 9/11 EFFECT, BASED ON REAL INTERVIEWS OF LOCAL
RESIDENTS WHO DISCUSSED THEIR FEELINGS TEN YEARS AFTER THE 9/11 ATTACKS. His passion and his theatre
studies are focused on the Theatre of the Oppressed, using theater to raise issues of social justice. Fr.
Rick helps with weekend Masses at Incarnation of Our Lord Jesus Christ Parish in Melrose, Mass.
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news and notes

news and notes
from the Province of Saint Thomas
of Villanova and the Augustinian Order

Newly created Cardinal, Augustinian Friar Prospero Grech (left), is embraced by Pope Benedict XVI (right), during the Consistory of February 18, 2012,
at Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Named to the rank of Cardinal-deacon, he has been given the titular church of Santa Maria Goretti in Rome.

Cardinal Seán O’Malley, O.F.M. Cap., congratulates Br. John J. DelCasale, O.S.A., as he awards the Cheverus Medal

Augustinian Friar Named
a Cardinal

Br. John J. DelCasale,
O.S.A., Awarded Cheverus
Medal

On the Feast of the Epiphany,
January 6, 2012, Pope Benedict XVI
announced the creation of 22 new
Cardinals of the Church. Among them
was Father Prospero Grech, O.S.A., of
the Maltese Province. Fr. Grech is the
first Augustinian since the nomination
of Sebastiano Cardinal Martinelli in
1901, to be received into the College
of Cardinals. Martinelli was nominated
while he was serving as Apostolic
Delegate in the United States of America.
A highly respected scripture scholar,
Fr. Grech is the co-founder and first
president of the Order’s Patristic Institute,
the Augustinianum. He has taught at
various institutions in Rome including the
Biblicum and the Lateran and Gregorian
Universities. He is a member of the
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community of Collegio Santa Monica,
Rome. Fr. Robert F. Prevost, O.S.A.,
Prior General of the Augustinian Order
in Rome, commenting on the great
joy and honor that accompanies the
elevation of Fr. Grech to Cardinal, noted
that “There is also a call to all of us, an
invitation to all of us to renew our spirit
of sacrifice, of giving, of generous service,
of truly wanting to pour out our lives in
service of others.”
Prior to his elevation to Cardinal,
Fr. Grech was consecrated a bishop,
a ceremony which took place on February
8, 2012, at St. John’s Co-Cathedral in
Valletta, Malta. The Consistory, during
which Fr. Grech was made a Cardinal,
was held on Saturday, February 18, 2012,
in Saint Peter’s Basilica, Rome.

Fr. James Spenard welcomes Marie Hare as an
Augustinian Secular.

New Augustinian Secular
in Troy, New York
On October 15, 2011, Fr. James T. Spenard,
O.S.A., Pastor of St. Augustine Parish in
Troy, New York, welcomed Marie Hare
at Mass, to be a permanent member of St.
Rita’s Chapter of the Augustinian Seculars.

In 2008, Cardinal Seán O’Malley,
O.F.M. Cap., instituted the Cheverus
Medal, awarded in recognition of service
to the Church. The vast majority of
recipients are laypeople, nominated
by their parishes. However, Cardinal
O’Malley himself nominates some
recipients, as was the case with Brother
John J. DelCasale, O.S.A. In notifying
Br. John of the nomination, Cardinal
O’Malley wrote: “In consultation with
the Auxiliary Bishops and with Pastors
throughout the Archdiocese, I have
learned of your selfless dedication and
commitment and your many contributions
to advancing Christ’s mission. We are
blessed by your service and are privileged
to name you for this honor.” Medals were
awarded by Cardinal O’Malley

on November 20, 2011 at a solemn
Vesper Service at the Cathedral of the
Holy Cross in Boston.

to the Christian Practice of Contemplation
(2006). Fr. Laird, who teaches classes
on Christian meditation at Villanova,
was featured on the December 16, 2011
episode of the PBS television program
Religion & ETHICS Newsweekly. Fr. Laird
was recorded at a workshop in Maine
as well as in his class at Villanova.
A video of the segment that aired, as
well as the transcript of the segment,
can be viewed at: http://www.pbs.
org/wnet/religionandethics/episodes/
december-16-2011/father-martinlaird/10017/

Fr. Martin S. Laird, O.S.A.,
Featured on PBS Program
Fr. Martin S. Laird, O.S.A., an
associate professor of theology at
Villanova University, has written two
books on contemplative prayer: A Sunlit
Absence - Silence, Awareness and Contemplation
(2011) and Into the Silent Land - A Guide

visit our website at: www.augustinian.org
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columbarium within the budget of even
poor families. The Japanese venerate their
ancestors, and an artistic columbarium
adds a traditional Japanese flavor to the
church. The process of building the new
church started ten years ago when the
people of the parish began to raise funds.
It was a long, tough journey for the 300
participating families. They deserve so
much credit. The contribution of the
Augustinian Order was very great, as well.
It is an amazing accomplishment.

Bishop Daniel Turley, O.S.A. and Ollanta Humala,
President of Peru, greet each other as the
government’s project was initiated.

Prayer for Augustinian
Vocations
Please join the Augustinians in praying
for vocations to the Augustinian way
of life.

Abstract window depicts the Blessed Mother
embracing the congregation at st. augustine
fukuoka.

Top row (l-to-r): Damian Long, Tyler Craven and Antonette Amato. Bottom row (l-to-r): Tara Becker,
Erika Esposito, Dani Vaziri and Caitlin Risk.

New Church Dedicated
in Fukuoka, Japan
On September 3, 2011, Bishop Dominic
Ryoji Miyahara, a long-time friend of
the Augustinians, consecrated our new
church complex in Fukuoka, Japan. The
wide, stained-glass window covering the
back of the church is an abstract picture
of the Blessed Virgin Mary with her arms
encircling the congregation. It’s symbolic
of the long Japanese Catholic tradition of
respect and love for Our Lady. The church
seats 280 people and sliding doors allow the
church to be extended to seat 320. There
is a small chapel for daily Mass and quiet
prayer. The Monastery is adjacent to the
church and offers comfortable bedrooms,
a modern kitchen, a bright dining room,
beautiful bathrooms, showers and a special
room for the Japanese ofuro (hot bath) which
is delightful during the winter. In Japan,
cremation is almost universal and most
Japanese place the ashes of their family in
a columbarium. Prices for such units run
over $20,000. Our architect proposed a

Columbarium at St. Augustine, Fukuoka.
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2011 International
Augustinian Volunteers
Return

Bishop Daniel Turley, O.S.A., spoke at a gathering as the government’s water project was started.
Bishop Turley has long advocated for providing water to the people.

Peruvian Water Project
Brings Bishop Daniel
Turley, O.S.A., and
Peruvian President Ollanta
Humala Together
Water can be a scarce resource in
our mission sites of northern Peru.
For many years, Bishop Daniel Turley,
O.S.A., has been a leading advocate for
the government project, “Proyecto Alto
Piura,” a project to bring water through
desert and mountains to many thousands
that need it. This past December, the
project finally exploded into action as
Peruvian President Ollanta Humala
blew the first hole into a mountain with
dynamite. He, as well as the Governor of
Piura, explained that the program is not
only incredibly important for improved
irrigation, but also for the promise of
hydro-powered energy. Bishop Dan met
the President at this historic event and
prayed for the project’s success.

Fr. Allan D. Fitzgerald, O.S.A.

Fr. Allan D. Fitzgerald,
O.S.A., Profiled in New Book
Fr. Allan D. Fitzgerald, O.S.A., Director
of the Augustinian Institute at Villanova
University, is among men profiled by author
Cynthia Hurst in a new book, The Platinum
Project: Men in the 21st Century. Stories of men
from different countries and different walks
of life - business executives, sports enthusiasts,
musicians, as well as “an Augustinian Friar”
- are profiled in this collection. The author
explores men in the 21st century, and how
they find laughter, adventure, meaning and
inspiration in life.

The 2011 International Augustinian
Volunteers attended a re-entry retreat
after returning home in December
from their year of service abroad. Four
volunteers served in Peru (Antonette
Amato, Tara Becker, Dani Vaziri, Caitlin
Risk) and three in South Africa (Damian
Long, Erika Esposito, Tyler Craven). The
re-entry retreat provided an opportunity
for the volunteers to share, reflect on and
process their experiences, as they look
towards life after their volunteer year.
On Saturday, December 17, 2011,
families and friends, former volunteers
and friars in the local area were invited to
a Mass at St. Thomas of Villanova Chapel
in Rosemont, Pa. After Mass, a dinner was
held in the church hall.

Stay on top of news and events
from the Augustinian world –
sign up for Augustinian eNews
at www.augustinian.org.

looking ahead
calendar of events

Let us pray to the Lord of the harvest,
who calls men and women to loving
service.
All glory and praise are yours,
God of truth, light of our hearts,
For you guide your people in the
ways of holiness.
Help those who follow in
the footsteps of Augustine
To seek you through mutual love
and worship
And to be servants of your Church
as examples that others may follow.

Summer Solstice Festival
June 17, 2012 – 2:00 PM

The musical ensemble Sanctuary will
present a Summer Solstice prayer service.
Directed by Dan Mason, Augustinian
Affiliate, with founder, Fr. Shawn Tracy,
O.S.A., the ensemble will bring their
music to St. Raphaela Retreat Center in
Haverford, Pa. The program will celebrate
the season with a musical presentation of
psalms, sacred poetry and Augustinian
Spirituality.

St. Raphaela Retreat Center
616 Coopertown Road
Haverford, PA 19041

Enlighten men and women to see the
beauty of common life
In the spirit of Saint Augustine and
strengthen them in your service, so that
the work you have begun in them may
be brought to fulfillment.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord
Amen.

get the augustinian delivered
to your home!

To receive the Augustinian by mail,
please e-mail your address to us at
communications@augustinian.org or
write to:

PHONE

The Augustinian
P.O. Box 340
Villanova, PA 19085

WEB

There is no charge for subscribing.

800-834-6250
www.sanctuary.villanova.edu

IN MEMORIAM

Keeping TracK

keeping track
Following the vow of obedience,
friars find themselves called to
where they are needed. Each issue of
The Augustinian hopes to connect you
with some familiar faces as we provide
brief updates on friars serving throughout
the Province. Watch here to track down
that old classmate, pastor, chemistry
teacher, chaplain, philosophy professor,
co-worker or friend.

Alfred J. Ellis, O.S.A.
Fr. Alfred Ellis,
O.S.A., from
Carthage, N.Y.,
has served at many
parishes in upstate
New York and in
Massachusetts.
He also served
as Director
of Novices for the province in New
Hamburg, N.Y. Fr. Ellis volunteered and
served at the Mission in South Africa for
three years. Most recently he served as
Associate Pastor at St. Augustine Parish in
Troy, N.Y. While at Troy, he also served
as a regional contact for the Augustinian
Seculars. Fr. Ellis currently resides at
St. Thomas of Villanova Monastery in
Villanova, Pa.

James D. Paradis, O.S.A.
Fr. James
Paradis, O.S.A.,
from Flint,
Mich., served in
parish ministry
at St. Denis in
Havertown,
Pa. He worked
with individuals,
couples and
groups in an interfaith center for pastoral
counseling while teaching, and doing
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retreat work and part-time campus
ministry at Merrimack College in North
Andover, Mass. He served as Personnel
Director for the province as well as a
Province Counselor under the previous
administration. Holding a D.Min. in
Clinical Pastoral Psychology, Fr. Jim
currently serves as Director of the Cascia
Center Ministries, located at the Shrine of
St. Rita of Cascia in South Philadelphia.
Fr. Jim also continues to serve as a
Province Counselor for the current
administration. He resides at St.
Augustine Parish in Philadelphia.

Joseph A. Spinelli, O.S.A.
Fr. Joseph
Spinelli, O.S.A.,
from Vineland,
N.J., received his
first assignment
after ordination to
Monsignor Bonner
High School in
Drexel Hill, Pa.,
where he taught for 26 years. He then
moved into parish ministry for the next
25 years, where he served as an associate
pastor and as a pastor in various parishes on
the east and west coasts of Florida, including
Resurrection Parish in Dania Beach and
St. Elizabeth Seton Parish in Golden Gate.
Fr. Joe currently resides at St. Thomas of
Villanova Monastery in Villanova, Pa.

Luis A. Vera, O.S.A.
Fr. Luis Vera,
O.S.A., was born
in Salinas, Puerto
Rico. He joined
the Augustinians
in Massachusetts
and spent his
novitiate year in
Racine, Wis.
Fr. Vera’s parochial ministry included an
assignment at Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Staten Island, N.Y. He has also served
in formation work for the province at
Augustinian College in Washington, D.C.,
where he was Prior. Currently, Fr. Luis is
the Director of Formation and the Regent

of Studies, at St. Augustine Friary in
Chicago, where he oversees the formation
process of those who, having made
simple profession of vows, are continuing
their post-novitiate studies at Catholic
Theological Union.
TO CONTACT FR. AL:
St. Thomas of Villanova Monastery
800 E. Lancaster Avenue
Villanova, PA 19085
TO CONTACT FR. JIM:
St. Augustine Rectory
243 North Lawrence Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
TO CONTACT FR. JOE:
St. Thomas of Villanova Monastery
800 E. Lancaster Avenue
Villanova, PA 19085
TO CONTACT FR. LUIS:
St. Augustine Friary
5413 S. Cornell Avenue
Chicago, IL 60615

in paradisum
The following friars were
called home to God. You can
read full biographies of these
Augustinians, and post your own
reflections or favorite memory,
online at www.augustinian.org

Bernard J.
O’Dowd,
O.S.A.
Born:

8/23/1931

William A.
McGuire,
O.S.A.
Born:

1/2/1939

first profession:

first profession:

9/10/1950
2/8/1958
Died: 11/27/2011

ordained:

ordained:

Fr. O’Dowd’s assignments included parish
ministry in several states and the education
apostolate at Monsignor Bonner (Pa.) and
Archbishop Carroll (D.C.) High Schools.
He also served as hospital chaplain while
in Massachusetts and, from 1968-1971, he
served as a Military Chaplain in the United
States Army in Vietnam.
“Fr. Bernie’s service in the various apostolates of
the province, teaching, preaching and parochial ministry,
is an example of a true follower of St. Augustine.”

James L.
Galligan,
O.S.A.
Born:

8/8/1922

first profession:

9/10/1944
6/6/1950
Died: 12/3/2011

9/10/1958
10/29/1965
Died: 1/17/2012
Fr. McGuire served his entire priestly
ministry in the education apostolate.
His first assignment was as a teacher
at Monsignor Bonner High School,
Drexel Hill, Pa., where he later served
in administrative positions. In 1979, he
was assigned to Villanova University
where he served in various departments’
administrative positions as assistant dean,
dean, assistant athletic director and as senior
vice president for administration. Appointed
Province Treasurer in 2007, he resigned in
2009 due to failing health.
“Fr. Bill was known for his ready smile, friendly
manner and sense of humor. He lived his life in the
spirit of St. Augustine, the teacher, counselor and
administrator, and will be missed by many whose
lives he touched.”

ordained:

Fr. Galligan’s parochial ministry spanned
parishes in Massachusetts, New York and
Pennsylvania. He worked in shrine ministry
at St. Rita of Cascia National Shrine in
Philadelphia. While he was stationed
in Massachusetts, he also worked with
Cambodian refugees.
“Fr. Jim followed Jesus in the Augustinian
spirit by his dedicated service to God’s people and
life in community. He sought to serve the Church
and the community with love and dedication
wherever he was stationed.”
the augustinian . SPRING/SUMMER 2012 . 23

DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
The Province’s Development Council
works tirelessly to advise and assist
the Augustinians in raising awareness
and funds to support the many good
works of the friars. The Province
is indebted to all who serve on the
Development Council:
Anthony M. Genovese, O.S.A., Prior Provincial
Charles P. Connolly, Jr., Chairman
Mario R. Dickerson, Director of Development
Anthony Dellomo, Co-Chair, Augustinian Fund
James O’Connor, Co-Chair, Augustinian Fund
James Delaney
Basil DiSipio
Raymond Falzone
Peter Federico
Bradley MacDonald
Anthony Madrigale
Mary Ellen Maggitti
William Mahoney
James J. McCartney, O.S.A.
William “Tip” O’Neill, Jr.
Claudia Piccirilli
Michael Picotte
Eric Quisenberry
Robert Saldutti
James H. Stewart
Susan Wojtas

The spirit to make a difference.
“Bad times, hard times - this is what people keep saying;
but let us live well, and times shall be good.
We are the times: Such as we are, such are the times.”
St. Augustine, Sermon 80.8
There are many difficulties in the world today. In spite of these challenges, and even
in defiance, there are those who rise up and offer a message of hope, reconciliation,
compassion and justice. Who are these courageous individuals?
• Young women and men of the Augustinian Volunteers who give a year in service
to the poor and needy across the United States, South Africa and Peru.
• Men who are currently discerning the call from God to live a life of service as an
Augustinian Friar.
• Sick and elderly friars who continue the ministry of prayer for those in active
ministry and for all people.
• Advocates of the justice and peace initiatives of the province, who work to right the
wrong of many of the social injustices of our time.
• You! The prayers and financial support you offer to the Augustinians help countless
people in material and spiritual need witness the loving God who is real and present
in our world.

Thank you for your courageous spirit to make a difference.
Thank you for your support.

Honorary Development
Council Members

William Hallissey
Gary Holloway, Sr.

Fr. Anthony M. Genovese, O.S.A., debuts the new Augustinian Vocation video entitled “The Call” at
Blessed Stephen Bellesini Friary, the new discernment and pre-novitiate house in Ardmore, Pa. The
video debut was attended by leading donors to the Augustinian Fund from the surrounding area and
included a dinner, tour, and chance to meet and socialize with men in discernment at Bellesini Friary.
The evening was graciously hosted by Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Connolly, Jr., and Ms. Mary Ellen Maggitti.

Introducing the new
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The Augustinian Fund

The spirit to make a difference.

Care of the Sick and Elderly

Foreign Missions in Japan, Peru and
South Africa

JUSTICE AND PEACE

Augustinian Volunteers

Vocations/Formation

Help us reach our Goal! Donate to the 2011-2012 fiscal-year campaign!
• Use the Envelope in this magazine at page 12
to send your check to the Augustinian Fund

• Go to AugustinianFund.org to Donate online
by credit card

