AICF " 
Connecting with Supporters, Donors and Sponsors of the Agricultural Institute of Canada Foundation (AICF)

ISSUE #18 • SPRING 2013

We are pleased to share with you some of the initiatives that have been underway with the AICF. We value the connection that we have with you – our donors, sponsors
and supporters. This newsletter highlights the recent activities and accomplishments of your Foundation as well as recognizing those who make these achievements
possible. Thank you for your continued interest in our work and your generous contributions. We welcome your comments, feedback and your support.

Douglas McRorie Memorial Scholarship
2013 Recipients
This scholarship, which is made available through the support of the RBC
Foundation, was established by the AICF in 1990 to honour past-president
and agri-finance innovator Douglas McRorie, PAg, FAIC. This year, one PhD
level and two Masters level students in agricultural business, economics,
finance and trade programs are the 2013 recipients of the AICF Douglas
McRorie Memorial Scholarship.
For more information on the Douglas McRorie Memorial Scholarship, visit our website,
http://www.aic.ca/foundation/mcrorie.cfm. Photos courtesy of award recipients.

Valeria Carla
Castellanos Hurtado
2013 Douglas McRorie Memorial
Scholarship Winner

Valeria Carla Castellanos Hurtado, a doctoral candidate in Integrated
Studies in Land and Food Systems at the University of British Columbia,
received the $5,000 PhD level 2013 Douglas McRorie Memorial Scholarship.
Ms. Castellanos Hurtado’s dissertation research is focused on the
environmental impact in Canada of a trade liberalization and price
dynamics. Having shown the linkage between productive decisions (in
terms of production scale, product composition and productive techniques)
and pollution levels of Canadian agricultural soil, she will determine how
trade liberalization and price dynamics have shaped such decisions.
Additionally, Ms. Castellanos Hurtado currently participates on other
research projects, including one on gender and nutrition in agricultural
communities of Peru, and another on the structure and dynamics of the
dairy industry in Canada. In the future, she hopes to continue doing
applied research that can contribute to Canada’s agriculture. Ideally, her
work will help shape policies geared to improving the productivity and
environmental performance of both crop and livestock agriculture.

The Agricultural Institute of Canada Foundation (AICF) is
a national charity established in 1987 to improve public
awareness of agriculture and its importance to human and
animal health, food security and the Canadian economy.
The AICF Board of Directors, all volunteers, are professionals
from across Canada with diverse expertise, but a common
commitment to achieving the Foundation’s objectives.
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Ishrat Gadhok
2013 Douglas McRorie Memorial
Scholarship Winner

Ishrat Gadhok is a student in the professional Masters of Food and
Resource Economics program at the University of British Columbia and one
of two recipients of the $3,000 Douglas McRorie Memorial Scholarship at
the Masters level. Her studies focus on applied economics, policy analysis
and agribusiness management in the food and resources sectors. Building
on her technical foundation in the sciences and nutrition, the analytical
tools provided by her graduate coursework have allowed her to assess and
evaluate real-world issues in international development, where her
interest lies. She hopes to work as an economist in development
organizations or in the government, focusing on issues in health and food
security. She will be interning with the Ministry of Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada this summer.

Jessica Kelly
2013 Douglas McRorie Memorial
Scholarship Winner

Jessica Kelly, also a $3,000 Masters level award recipient, is
an MSc student at the University of Guelph completing a
collaborative degree in Food, Agricultural and Resource
Economics and International Development. Ms. Kelly is
conducting her research on the farmers’ share of the food dollar
in Canada, using new techniques recently developed by the
United States Department of Agriculture. Her research seeks to
understand how the farmers’ share has changed over time and
what changes in the supply chain and consumer habits have
driven this change. Ms. Kelly is interested in the area of publicprivate partnerships and hopes to be involved with international
agricultural development initiatives in the future. She currently
serves on the board for the Perth Community Futures
organization as a youth member.
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Dr. Karl C. Ivarson (Soils) Scholarship
2012 Recipients
The Dr. Karl C. Ivarson (Soils) Scholarship provides financial support to
students entering second or subsequent year of post-graduate studies in
soil science (in the areas of agriculture, environment, geology, agroecology or other related disciplines). Alex Koiter and Tariq Munir were
the recipients of the 2012 Dr. Karl C. Ivarson (Soils) Scholarship. Each
received a $3,000 award.

Alex Koiter
2012 Dr. Karl Ivarson (Soils) Scholarship Recipient

Alex Koiter is a Ph.D. candidate in the Natural Resources and Environmental
Studies Program at the University of Northern British Columbia. His current
research focuses on better understanding soil erosion and sediment
transport at the watershed scale using sediment fingerprinting (sediment
source tracing) techniques. The goal of his research is to explore how
landscape processes affect (1) particle size and organic matter selectivity
and (2) biological, geochemical and physical transformations and how they
affect the use of sediment fingerprinting for identifying sources of
sediment in watersheds.
Mr. Koiter shares his passion about science and the natural world through
his active engagement in UNBC and community organizations, including
his current role as graduate student representative for the UNBC Natural
Resources and Environmental Studies Institute and as a member of the
UNBC Landscape Ecology Research Group. He has helped to organize and
run activities, give presentations and provide hands-on opportunities to
engage youth in the field of natural sciences and participates in the
Quesnel River Research Centre’s town hall meetings on the theme “Where
Communities and Science Meet”.
Mr. Koiter was awarded his professional designation as an agrologist
through the British Columbia Institute of Agrology in 2012 and is a member
of the Canadian Society of Soil Science, the Soil Science Society of America
and the Soil and Water Conservation Society.
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AICF Board of Governors
(2013-2014)
President: Corrina Dawe, PAg, Newfoundland & Labrador
Past-President: Eveline Wolterson, PAg, British Columbia
Vice-President: Blaine Hussey, PAg, Newfoundland & Labrador
Governors:
Yvan Jacques, Ontario
Brian Little, PAg Ontario
Dennis McKnight, Ontario
Larry Spratt, Saskatchewan
AICF Manager: Frances Rodenburg

Prestigious New Award to
Be Launched in 2013
The Agricultural Institute of Canada Foundation is proud
to announce the launch of an important new award – the
Dr. Karl C. Ivarson Agricultural Scholarship.
Dr. Ivarson passed away in Calgary, Alberta in 2010.
He bequeathed the assets from the sale of his farm to
the AICF to establish a new scholarship for agricultural
students from the province of Alberta. In 2013 there will
be one Master of Science scholarship of $10,000 and one
PhD scholarship of $15,000. Criteria, competition
deadline and further information will be posted on
the AICF website,
http://www.aic.ca/foundation/initiatives.cfm
in September 2013.

HayEast
In 2002, the AICF raised funds to support the transport of
hay donated by eastern farmers to farmers in the west
hard hit by drought conditions. In 2012 the route
reversed and farmers in the west responded to the needs
of farmers in eastern Canada. AICF joined in the effort to
raise funds to support the transport of hay provided by
western farmers to needy farmers in eastern Canada.
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Tariq Munir
2012 Dr. Karl Ivarson (Soils) Scholarship Recipient

Tariq Munir is working on his PhD in Physical Geography at the University of Calgary.
His research is in quantifying the potential effects of warming and water table
drawdown expected to occur under climate changes, on carbon dioxide exchange,
methane efflux, dissolved organic carbon concentration and discharge, peat chemistry
and nutrient status in a peatland complex near the town of Wandering River, Alberta.
Findings of this research will fill the gaps in knowledge on how boreal peatlands
respond to global climate changes and will also help to develop environmental
policies and practices for better management of boreal peatlands in Alberta and
across Canada.
Mr. Munir believes in teaching and practicing his soil and environment profession and
currently instructs an undergraduate course in soils and vegetation at the University of
Calgary. He has also supervised several undergraduate research technicians during the
summer field season, assisting in their training and providing guidance in the design
of their thesis projects.
For more information on the Douglas McRorie Memorial Scholarship, visit our website,
http://www.aic.ca/foundation/ivanson.cfm. Photos courtesy of award recipients.

AICF Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the AICF was held by conference call on Monday,
March 25, 2013 at 1:00 pm Eastern. This spring date allowed for the AGM to occur
closer to the fiscal year end (December 31st).
Business included approval of the 2012 financial report and electing Governors,
Officers and Committee Chairs. The Board welcomed new member, Larry Spratt from
Melfort Saskatchewan.

Nominations to Board of Governors
The AICF is accepting nominations to the Board of Governors for elections to be held
during the 2014 AGM (Spring 2014).
Nominees must be eighteen (18) years of age and have power under the law to
contract. Nominations should be submitted to the AIC Foundation Manager, including
the nominee’s curriculum vitae. Governors serve rotating terms of three (3) years and
the Executive are elected annually.

Funds raised through the AICF appeal were provided to
the Mennonite Disaster Services, one of the lead agencies
in the 2012 HayEast campaign. The AICF thanks all donors
who responded to this appeal.

3

ISSUE #18 • SPRING 2013

Connecting with Supporters, Donors and Sponsors of the Agricultural Institute of Canada Foundation (AICF)

Donating to the Agricultural Institute of Canada Foundation is one way to support
the future of agriculture. Your donation can be applied to various AICF initiatives,
including:
• Douglas McRorie Memorial Scholarship
• Blackburn Extension Fund
• Personal Legacy

• Dr. Karl C. Ivarson Scholarships
• Leonard S. Klink Lecture Series
• Tribute Circle

For information about these initiatives, visit the AICF website,
http://www.aic.ca/foundation/initiatives.cfm. As the Agricultural Institute
of Canada Foundation is a registered charity, all donations made to it are
tax creditable and an official tax receipt will be mailed to you.

Donors

Tribute Circle

Staying Connected

The Agricultural Institute of Canada
Foundation is a registered charity and all
donations made to it are tax creditable. The
AICF sincerely appreciates the support of the
following individuals who contributed in
2012 as well as those who chose to remain
anonymous:
Dr. George Ansah, New York
Dr. Marcos Colazo, Alberta
Corrina Dawe, Newfoundland
Dr. Nigel Firth, Nova Scotia
Dr. Robb Gowe, Ontario
Yvan Jacques, Ontario
Dennis McKnight, Ontario
Professor Claude Robert, Quebec
Frances Rodenburg, Ontario
Dr. Allan Schaefer, Alberta
Clay Switzer, Ontario
Alexander Todd, Newfoundland
Douglas Veira, British Columbia

The AICF Tribute Circle was created as a
means to honour loved ones and to
celebrate special occasions or achievements.
Donors to the Tribute Circle receive a receipt
for income tax purposes and a letter is sent
to the family or person being honoured to
acknowledge the gift. To make a Tribute
Circle donation, contact the AICF Manager.

We value our connection with you through
this newsletter. Good connections benefit
from the flow of information in both
directions, so we encourage and welcome
your comments and feedback. Please do not
hesitate to contact AICF by mail or email to
the AICF Manager. We appreciate your
continued support of the Foundation.
9 Corvus Court
Ottawa, ON K2E 7Z4
Tel: 613.232.9459
Toll Free: 1.888.277.7980
Fax: 613.594.5190
Email: aicf@aic.ca

Email: aicf@aic.ca

Donations also were gratefully received
from the Ontario Institute of Agrologists,
Nova Scotia Institute of Agrologists, and the
Newfoundland and Labrador Institute of
Agrologists.
The RBC Foundation is recognized for its
generous support of the Douglas McRorie
Memorial Scholarship.

4

ISSUE #18 • SPRING 2013

Connecting with Supporters, Donors and Sponsors of the Agricultural Institute of Canada Foundation (AICF)

AICF DONATION FORM
YES! I want to ensure that Canadians have access to programs and information
that inspire knowledge and understanding of the importance of sustainable
agriculture to society. Please count on me as a donor.
My donation is:
 $500  $250  $100  $50

 Other (please indicate amount)

 Enclosed is a cheque payable to the Agricultural Institute of Canada Foundation.
Name of Donor

Professional Designation (if any)

Postal Address (for receipt):
Address
City

Province

Email Address

Postal Code
Phone Number

 When listing my name as a donor, please identify me as follows
 Please keep my name anonymous

Please remit donation to the AIC Foundation Office, 9 Corvus Court, Ottawa, ON K2E 7Z4 or online through www.canadahelps.org
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