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CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of our 8th Annual  

Cinema Verde International Environmental Film & Arts Festival 2017:  

 
Animal Award: Unchained (UK, 80 min) Directed by Alex C. Rivera - A 

documentary about the activism of Carol Buckley with elephants in captivity and 
how they are trained, forced to long working hours and living in a clearly 
improvable conditions. 

 

Audience Choice: The Mystical Migration of the Monarchs 
 (USA, 35 min) Directed by Suzanne Damrich and Fairn Whatley – A story about 
a monarch butterfly, her vanishing habitat, and her unique relationship to the Gulf 
Coast. 
 

 

Best Animation: The Fox of Shichigorosawa  (Japan, 14 min) 

Directed by Sugihara Tun – This story is told in the Ainu language, which has 
been deemed a critically endangered language by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Higashiyama, the 
home of the foxes, has become an illegal dumping ground. This has resulted in 
the decline of small animals, which the mother fox relied on as prey to feed her 
children. 

 
Best in Show: SEASONS (France, Germany, 97 min) Directed by 

Jacques Perrin, Jacques Cluzaud. Winter had gone on for 80,000 years when, in 

a relatively short period of time the ice retreated, the landscape metamorphosed, 

the cycle of seasons was established and the beasts occupied their new 

kingdom. It was only later that man arrived to share this habitat, first tentatively as 

migratory hunter/gatherers, then making inroads in the forest as settled 
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agriculturalists, and later more dramatically via industry and warfare. SEASONS, with its 

exceptional footage of animals in the wild, is the thought-provoking tale of the long and 

tumultuous shared history that inextricably binds humankind with the natural world. 

 
Best Solution: Time to Choose   (USA, 80 min) Directed by 

Charles Ferguson – Climate change is the biggest challenge humanity has 
ever faced – and it is also our greatest opportunity. We have the solutions we 
need, but we are in a race against the clock to implement them in time. 
Oscar-winning documentary director Charles Ferguson captures the urgency 
and innovation of this critical moment by taking audiences on a journey from 
the threats we face to the remarkable stories of people changing our world for 

the better. 

 

Cinema Verité: Saving Jamaica Bay (USA, 77 min) Directed by 

David Segal –The story of how one community fought government inaction 
and overcame Hurricane Sandy to clean up and restore the largest open 
space in New York City, which had become a dumping ground for garbage, 
sewage and bullet-riddled mobsters. Narrated by Academy-Award winner 
Susan Sarandon, the film underscores the importance of citizen action and 
the role of nature in protecting our cities from the effects of climate change. 
 
Climate Award: Rising Tide (USA, 89 min) Directed by Jason 

Auerbach, Scott Duthie - Rising Tides examines the effects of sea level rise 
and coastal erosion on the coastlines here and globally. Scientists, 
politicians, and others explain the impacts sea levels will have over 10, 50 to 
100 years from now, as well as touch on the power of storm surges not just 
to the coastlines but to important infrastructures. This is an issue with many 
questions as well as many possible solutions. 

 

Compassion Award: Jetty Cats (USA, 56 min) Directed by Sheila 

Gail O'Rourke – Explores contemporary animal rights issues through a focus 
on a feral cat colony that has survived on a rocky, seaside jetty in Southern 
California for decades. There is an ongoing debate over feral cat colonies 
involving advocates who support the trap, neuter, and return -- or "TNR" -- 
model of management, and those who argue that trapping and euthanizing 
the cats is more humane. This documentary’s point-of-view supports the 

TNR model and the related “no-kill” animal shelter policy, and features an exclusive interview 
with Richard Avanzino, the "Father" of the no-kill movement. 

 
Earth Award: Unbroken Ground (USA, 26 min) Directed by Chris 

Malloy – Explains the critical role food will play in the next frontier of our 
efforts to solve the environmental crisis. It explores four areas of agriculture 
that aim to change our relationship to the land and oceans. Most of our food is 
produced using methods that reduce biodiversity, decimate soil and contribute 
to climate change. We believe our food can and should be a part of the 
solution to the environmental crisis -- grown, harvested and produced in ways 

that restore our land, water and wildlife. The film tells the story of four groups that are pioneers 



in the fields of regenerative agriculture, regenerative grazing, diversified crop development and 
restorative fishing. 

 
 
Eco-tourism Award: Una Perla de Revolución (Cuba, 16 min) 

Directed by Michael Brims – About a sustainability project in Cojímar, Cuba. 
 

 
 
 
Education Award: Sustainable Me Food for Thought 
 (Canada, 22 min) Directed by Theresa Wynnyk – This episode looks at a 

range of sustainable practices young Edmontonians are engaged in to bring 

local, healthy and delicious food to local tables. Host Paula Humby plants an 

apple tree. 

 
 
Energy Award: 100 Short Stories (Canada, 68 min) Directed by 

Neal Livingston – A collage ranging from the serious to the humorous. This 
original and engaging documentary tackles opinions regarding governance, 
public policy, and questions what are sound ideas socially, environmentally 
and culturally in today’s society. It’s about predatory capitalism, renewable 
energy, stopping the frackers, and contemporary life in Atlantic Canada. The 
director, Neal Livingston, is a well-known Nova Scotian documentary 

filmmaker and artist – as well as renewable energy practitioner, developer and policy advocate 
– who calls the film partly autobiographical. 

 

 
Food Award: One Hundred Thousand Beating Hearts 
 (USA, 15 min) Directed by Peter Byck – Will Harris, owner of White Oak 

Pastures, tells us his evolution from industrial to regenerative farmer. 

 

 
Health Award: Resilience (USA, 60 min) Directed by James Redford – 

Researchers have recently discovered a dangerous biological syndrome 
caused by abuse and neglect during childhood. As this documentary reveals, 
toxic stress can trigger hormones that wreak havoc on the brains and bodies of 
children, putting them at greater risk for disease, homelessness, prison time, 
and early death. While the broader impacts of poverty worsen the risk, no 
segment of society is immune. This film, however, also chronicles the dawn of 

a movement that is determined to fight back. Trailblazers in pediatrics, education, and social 
welfare are using cutting-edge science and field-tested therapies to protect children from the 
insidious effects of toxic stress--and the dark legacy of a childhood that no child would choose. 

 



National/International College Film Competition Award 
Winner: Waste Not Want Not  (USA, 13 min) Directed by Scott 

Schimmel – As a state becomes overburdened with landfills, passionate 
individuals argue for recycling as a better way. This film takes an exclusive look 
at the recycling industry in Alabama, a state that is home to the world’s largest 
plastic recycler. Ultimately, the film asks why the state is incentivizing landfills, 
rather than supporting an industry that is both more environmentally friendly and 

economically beneficial.  

 
Local Award: Accidental Parkland (Canada, 55 min) Directed by 

Dan Berman – is a documentary project on the changing nature and sustained 
value of Toronto’s urban waterways, both the waterfront and ravines. Many 
people don’t even realize that we all are linked by these indented spaces and the 
water that flows through them. Development over the last century and a half has 
engineered, and sometimes buried, the ravines and watercourses out of our 
sight and mind. When it comes to urban green space and its protection, Toronto 

is a bit of a marvel. We have, partially by accident, avoided the pitfalls and missteps that many 
other contemporary cities blundered into when it came to caring for local waterways and 
preserving natural spaces in the urban context. People come from around the world to see how 
the Toronto region preserves and manages its watersheds. 

 

Most Engaging: Voyage of the Swell - Steer with Your 
Heart (USA, 18 min) Directed by Teva Perrone – Patagonia ambassador Liz 

Clark sails the world on a quest to live a simple life fueled by the wind and the 
desire to surf. 
 

 
Most Revealing: Sea of Life  (Canada, 85 min) Directed by Julia 

Barnes –The ocean is the source of all life on earth and it’s in trouble. This film 
follows filmmaker Julia Barnes on an underwater adventure to discover the truth 
about the biggest threats facing the our oceans today. 

 
 
 
Nature Award: Call of the Forest - The Forgotten Wisdom of Trees 

(Canada, 85 min) Directed by Jeff McKay – Diana Beresford-Kroeger’s journey 
explores our profound biological and spiritual connection to trees. From Japan 
to California and Ireland to Germany, to Vancouver Island and across to the 
great Boreal Forest, Diana meets people who are taking the lead in replanting, 
restoring, and protecting the last of these great ancient forests. As the journey 
progresses, the film explores the science, folklore, and history of this essential, 

and often overlooked, ecosystem. Beresford-Kroeger reminds us that when we improve our 
profound human connection to woodlands we can not only restore our health, we can also 
restore our planet. 

 
 



 
Peace Award: Rooted in Peace (USA, 97 min) Directed by Greg 

Reitman – Challenges viewers to examine their values as Americans and 
human beings. Today we are at war within ourselves, with our environment, 
and with the world. Director and award-winning filmmaker Greg Reitman invites 
viewers on a film journey to take notice of the world we live in, proactively seek 
ways to find personal and ecological peace and stop the cycle of violence. 
Reitman poses the basic question: How do we want to live? Reitman’s journey 

is an example of transformation.  
 

 

Sustainable Business Award: Harvesting Liberty 
 (USA, 13 min) Directed by Dan Malloy – A short film that documents 

visionaries Michael Lewis (of Growing Warriors) and Rebecca Burgess (of 

Fibershed) as they collaborate to re-introduce industrial hemp to the 

American landscape. 

 

 
Water Award: Troubled Waters   (USA, 54 min) Directed by Ray 

Hays. Produced in partnership with National Geographic and narrated by 
Edward Norton, this award-winning documentary goes to the American 
heartland where frogs are vanishing; to Canada, where beluga whales are 
dying; to the Great Barrier Reef, which is being overrun by monstrous sea 
stars – all of which may be due to global poisoning of water. Further, are 
poisons reaching our faucets? To reverse or prevent a worsening of this 

problem, cutting-edge research using plants and bacteria draws on the building blocks of life 
itself. 

 

Whistleblower Award: Black Tide 
 (USA, 50 min) Directed by Steven Johnson -- Black Tide is a documentary 

about the ongoing environmental crisis with South Florida's water, due to 

mismanagement by the Army Corps. of Engineers and the power of Big Sugar. 

 

 

 

 

Submissions for Cinema Verde 2018 will open in May, 2017. 

www.CinemaVerde.org 
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