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Notes about Chained and Its Author 

 

Chained 

After ten-year-ƻƭŘ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ family borrows money to pay for his 

ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ōƛƭƭΣ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ India to take a 

job as an elephant keeper and work off the debt. He thinks it will 

ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŜƭ ŎƛǊŎǳǎ 

owner. The crowds that come to the circus see a lively animal who 

plays soccer and balances on milk bottles, but Hastin sees Nandita, 

ŀ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜΩǎ 

not performing and hurt with a hook until she learns tricks 

perfectly. Hastin protects Nandita as best as he can, knowing that 

the only way they will both survive is if he can find a way for them 

to escape.  

~ Indie Bound 

 

Praise for Chained 

 άΧŀƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀnd a well-ǇŀŎŜŘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦέ--School Library Journal 

"First novelist Kelly crafts a layered, convincing tale of interspecies friendship between individuals who 

ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜƳŜƴǘΦέ--Horn Book 

ά! ƘŜŀǊǘŦŜƭǘΧŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦέ--Kirkus 

 

Lynne Kelly 

 

 

Lynne Kelly is a sign language interpreter and a writer. Chained is her first 

novel. She lives in Houston, Texas. 

 

http://www.indiebound.org/book/9780374312374
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The Educational Activity Guide Format 
 

The format of this guide follows a 4 week course of study. Chained has been divided into sections. Each section is 

comprised of discussion questions and follow-up activities for a designated group of sequentially listed chapters. 

The lessons in this guide are suitable for independent readers or group settings.  

 

Journaling 
After engaging in group discussion, students are asked to respond to one of the questions posed in each course 

section by journaling. A Journal Response and Comprehension Rubric are available on page 24, which is helpful in 

assessing understanding and personal connection to the discussion questions and the story.  

Journals can be purchased or can be personalized by making them out of everyday materials. Instructions for 

making hand-made journals are presented in the two Ehow.com links below. 

http://www.ehow.com/how_5760860_make-journal-out-paper.html 

http://www.ehow.com/video_4951964_make-paper-journal-school.html 

 

Reading Assignment Bookmarks 
Personal bookmarks are printed on the following page.  Listed on these bookmarks are the designated chapter 

groupings and a space allotted for Target Completion Dates.  A suggested format for a group or individual novel 

study is to assign weekly Target Completion Dates for students to finish reading prior to the weekly book 

discussion session. 

Procedure: 

¶ Print book marks on cardstock ς one per student in novel study group. 

¶ Trim the edges of bookmark. 

¶ Give to student with the directions to: 

o Write their name on it. 

o Copy Target Completion Dates in designated space below assigned chapters to be read.  

o Keep the bookmark in the book for reference through the course of the novel study. 

  

http://www.ehow.com/how_5760860_make-journal-out-paper.html
http://www.ehow.com/video_4951964_make-paper-journal-school.html
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Discussion Questions for Chapters 1 through 6 
 

Note: For each of the quotations below, respond to one of the questions by writing a paragraph or two in your journal. 

 

But we hold on to Ganesh. He is the remover of obstacles and we need him (10). 

¶ Identify the obstacles Hastin is referring to. 

o With regard to Baba? 

o With regard to Chanda? 

o With regard to Amma? 

¶ Summarize the challenges set before Hastin and tell why he holds on to Ganesh. 

¶ How can a young boy construct a plan to save his family without the resources to do so? 

¶ Lǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DŀƴŜǎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΚ 

 

My stomach knots with worry when I notice blue-black skin around her left eye. In the short time since 

LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊ, she looks smaller somehow, so LΩƳ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎǉǳŜŜȊŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ όнмύΦ  

¶ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ !ƳƳŀΣ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΚ 

¶ Consider !ƳƳŀΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴƻǿΦ  

o How is she the same?   

o How is she different? 

 

I picked up a tiny carved elephant, painted yellow. Its wood is smooth, but I rub a spot that should have 

ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƴŘŜŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳƴƪ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΧ όнтύΦ 

¶ .ŀōŀΣ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǿƻƻŘ ŎŀǊǾŜǊΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Iŀǎǘƛƴ ƘŀŘ ŎŀǊǾƛƴƎ 

wood with his father had something to do with his critique of craftsmanship? 

¶ Or do you think there might be something within Hastin that guided his opinion of 

craftsmanship? 

¶ Do you think the author made a conscious choice for Hastin to pick up a painted wooden 

elephant? If so, why? 
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L ǎƘŀƪŜ ¢ƛƳƛǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ Iƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ fingers curl around my hand, crushing it in his grip, and his ring digs into 

my palm (41). 

¶ A hand shake is a gesture of trust and friendship. Do you think Timir is interested in trust and 

friendship? 

¶ What is your impression of Timir? What action(s) created your impression of him? 

¶ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǿƘŀǘ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƛƳƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΚ 

¶ Is working for Timir a good choice? 

 

bŜ aƛƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L ŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƛǊ ƛǎ ǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿǊƛƴƪƭŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǘƻƻ όпуύΦ 

¶ CǊƻƳ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ bŜ aƛƴΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴ ŀǎǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōŜƛƴƎΚ 

¶ CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΣ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ bŜ aƛƴΩǎ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŜƛƴƎΚ 

¶ What do you think Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳǊƴǎ ƛƴ bŜ aƛƴΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΚ  

¶ Do you predict that Ne Min can be trusted? Tell why or why not. 

¶ Where is Ganesh in all of this? 
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Elephant Hand-Painting 
 

Objective: To paint ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ, creating an artistic replication of an elephant.  

Materials: 

¶ Body-paint 

¶ Thin paint brushes 

¶ Your hand 

Procedure: 

¶ Use the picture below as a guide to create your very own Ganesh, The Remover of Obstacles! 
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Discussion Questions for Chapters 7 through 13 
 

Note: For each of the quotations below, respond to one of the questions by writing a paragraph or two in your journal. 

 

I shake my head and try to look disappointed. Timir ǎƭŀǇǎ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƪǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀƛǊΧL ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀƭƭ 

the way back to the cook shed (55). 

 ¶ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅΚ 

 ¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ¢ƛƳƛǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ report that no elephant had been trapped? 

 ¶ 5ƻ ¢ƛƳƛǊΩǎ ŀŎǘions reflect his true emotions? Explain your answer. 

 

L ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ά{ƻǊǊȅΦ {ǘƛƭƭ ƴƻ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘΦ όспύέ 

 ¶ Hastin is giving the same report as he did earlier. Do his words and actions reflect his emotions 

this time? 

 ¶ Can you predict the consequences of IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ƭƛŜΚ 

 ¶ What kind of trouble has he caused for himself? For Nandita the elephant?   

 

άhƘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ {ƘŀǊŀŘΦ ά¢Ƙŀǘ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǘŜƳǇŜǊΣ ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƻƴ 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ όтрύέ 

 ¶ Do you think that Sharad is capable of breaking bŀƴŘƛǘŀΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΚ 

 ¶ How do you think he will go about doing this? 

 ¶ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ¢ƛƳƛǊ ƛǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΚ 

 ¶ What methods do you think Timir will use to do so? 

 

Nandita stands up, pulls and struggles against the chain, then runs the other way until the chain stops 

ƘŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΧ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōǊŜŀƪΦ Lǘ ŘƛƎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƴŜŎƪ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎƘǘǎΦ {ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 

break (84-5). 

 ¶ Do animals have feelings?  

 ¶ Why should we be concerned about the treatment Nandita is receiving in this scene?  

 ¶ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ bŀƴŘƛǘŀΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ  

 o What is she feeling? 

 o Lǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƴŜŎƪΚ  

 ¶ Could the chain be symbol ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ bŀƴŘƛǘŀΩǎ movement? 

 ¶ Could the chain be a symbol for something relating to Hastin, too? 
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ά¢ƘŜȅ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦ όфпύέ 

 ¶ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜ bŀƴŘƛǘŀΩǎ dreams in the jungle to those in the circus arena.  

 ¶ What sorts of things will Nandita remember from this scene? 

 ¶ What sorts of things will you remember? 
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Thinking Hats: A Study of Points of View in Chained 
 

Objective: To consider different perspectives of characters in Chained. 

Materials: 

¶ Print out of page 11 

¶ Pencil 

¶ The book Chained 

Procedure: 

¶ Students are asked to consider what the following characters think about Nandita, the elephant: 

o Hastin 

o Timir 

o Ne Min 

o Sharad 

¶ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΦ 

¶ Instruct the students to try to think in the first person point of view, as each character would. 

o How does Hastin feel about Nandita? 

o Timir? What does he want from Nandita? 

o Ne Min? What are his concerns for Nandita? 

o Sharad? What does he need from Nandita? 

¶ Using the print out found on page 11, instruct the child to write in the first person perspective in 

each Thinking Hat block. 

o Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ΨIŀǎǘƛƴΩΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ Ƙƻǿ he feels about Nandita as if he were speaking. 

o Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƛƳƛǊΩΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ bŀƴŘƛǘŀ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΦ 

o Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ΨbŜ aƛƴΩΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŦƻǊ bŀƴŘƛǘŀ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

speaking. 

o Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ Ψ{ƘŀǊŀŘΩ, write about what he needs from Nandita, as if he were 

speaking. 
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Thinking Hats 

  

Points of View in Chained regarding Nandita 

Hastin Timir 

Ne Min Sharad 
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Discussion Questions for Chapters 14 through 19 
 

Note: For each of the quotations below, respond to one of the questions by writing a paragraph or two in your journal. 

 

!ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ όмлнύέ 

 ¶ Can you explain why this technique is effective in the care of elephants? 

 ¶ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ bŜ aƛƴΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘǎΚ 

 

ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ                                                                                                            

ά[ƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿŀȅǎΚέ ǎŀȅǎ {ƘŀǊŀŘ όмлрύΦ 

 ¶ Can you specify what Ne Min is referring to? 

 ¶ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŀōƻǾŜΚ 

 ¶ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǿƘŀǘ {ƘŀǊŀŘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ΨǿŀȅǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛƪŜΚ ²ŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ōȅ 

Ne Min? 

 ¶ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ {ƘŀǊŀŘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΚ 

 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ {ƘŀǊŀŘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ όмлуύΦ 

 ¶ {ƘŀǊŀŘ ǊƛǇǎ bŀƴŘƛǘŀΩǎ flesh with a hook. How can Ne Min say that there is goodness in Sharad? 

 ¶ Like the elephant, do you think Sharad can remember goodness?  

 ¶ Do you think he has ever known goodness? 

 ¶ Do you think Sharad has known fear? 

 ¶ Lǎ {ƘŀǊŀŘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ōǊƻƪŜƴΚ  

 

Finally the faraway herd quiets, and so does Nandita. She lies down and drapes her trunk across my 

stomach (116). 

 ¶ Can you think of ways that Hastin and Nandita have a shared experience? Are there ways that 

they are the same? 

 ¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ bŀƴŘƛǘŀΩǎ ŘǊŀǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘǊǳƴƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ IŀǎǘƛƴΩǎ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

relationship? 

 ¶ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ƘŀǊŀŘΩǎ Ƙƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳƛǊΩǎ ŎŀƴŜΚ 

 ¶ Are they both captives? 

 ¶ Are their spirits broken? 

 ¶ Are they chained? 
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άLǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŦŜŀǊΦ ¢ƻ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ thing even when you are afraid ς that is bravery. It 

ǎŀŘŘŜƴǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻΦ όмрлύέ 

 ¶ Earlier in this scene, Ne Min stated that Timir does everything out of fear.  

 o Explain ways that Timir uses fear to control others. 

 o Consider ways that Timir might be fearful himself. 

 ¶ Ne Min tells Hastin that he is braver than Timir would ever be. Do you think this is true? 

 o Would Timir sleep with an elephant? 

 o Would Timir go into the jungle alone? 

 o Would Timir leave his home and all that he holds dear to help care for his sister and 

mother? 

 ¶ Can bravery be demonstrated in quiet, yet powerful ways? How so? 

 ¶ Do you agree with Ne Min with regard to feeling fear, yet choosing to do the right thing? 

 ¶ Can you predict what saddens Ne Min? 

 ¶ Do you think there may have been a time when fear kept him from making the right decision? 
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Foldable of the Gods 
 

Objective: To familiarize the reader with the deity referred to in Chained.   

Materials:  

¶ Cardstock 

¶ Scissors 

¶ Tape 

¶ Glue sticks 

¶ Print out of picture and labels found on page 15 

¶ Print out of a rectangular prism foldable found on page 16 

¶ The book Chained 

Project Prep: 

¶ wŜǊŜŀŘ .ŀōŀΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DŀƴŜǎƘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜǎ мпт ŀƴŘ мпу ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΦ 

¶ Engage in conversation about the story recalling the following facts of the story. 

o What is the story about? 

o Who are the characters in the story? 

Á Lord Shiv 

Á Parvati 

Á Ganesh 

o Are they fictional characters or are they real beings? 

o Retell the story in your own words. 

Procedure: 

¶ Print pages 15 and 16 of this guide on cardstock. 

¶ With scissors, trim around the edges of the pictures, labels, and the 

dark lines of the foldable (pg. 16)  

 

 

¶ Create a rectangular prism by folding along the dotted lines. 

¶ Fold the tab at the end of the prism. 

¶ Tape along the edge. 
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¶ Glue pictures and labels on the sides of the prism, being careful to categorize them in following 

way: 

o Panel 1: 

Á Picture of Ganesh 

Á Picture of Lord Shiv and Parvati 

Á ¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά! CŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ DƻŘǎέ 

o Panel 2: 

Á Picture of Ganesh 

Á ¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άDŀƴŜǎƘέ 

Á ¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ wŜƳƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ hōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎέ 

o Panel 3: 

Á Picture of Lord Shiv 

Á ¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά[ƻǊŘ {ƘƛǾέ 

Á ¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άaƻǎǘ tƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ .ŜƛƴƎέ 

o Panel 4: 

Á Picture of Parvati 

Á ¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άtŀǊǾŀǘƛέ 

Á ¢ƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άaƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭƭ DƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘŘŜǎǎŜǎέ 
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A Family of Gods 

  

Lord Shiv 

Parvati 

Ganesh 

Ganesh 

Parvati 
  

  

Lord Shiv 
  

The Remover 
of All Obstacles 

Most Powerful 
Supreme Being 

Mother of All 
Gods and      
Goddesses 
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Discussion Questions for Chapters 20 through 24 
 

Note: For each of the quotations below, respond to one of the questions by writing a paragraph or two in your journal. 

 

άbƻ ƳƻǊŜ life in your candle, but mine lives because of it. Is my flame the same as the one you had? 

όмроύέ 

 ¶ Is the flame Ne Min holds the same one as Hastin had and then extinguished?  

 ¶ /ŀƴ ŀ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ŦƭŀƳŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ personal ƭƛƎƘǘΚ hƴŜΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΚ hƴŜΩǎ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅ and truth? 

 ¶ LŦ bŜ aƛƴΩǎ ŦƭŀƳŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ Ƙŀǎ .ŀōŀΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ 

Hastin? If so, do you see any evidence of this? 

 

άΧ {ƘŀǊŀŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƴŎŜΣ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ ǘǊŀƳǇƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ όмтлύέ 

 ¶ YƛǊŀƴΣ {ƘŀǊŀŘΩǎ died in a tragic accident witnessed by his son. What lasting effect did this event 

have on Sharad?  

 ¶ 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƴƧǳ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ 5ƛŘ ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘǳǊƴ 

on his master?  

 ¶ What of the transfer of light from Kiran tƻ {ƘŀǊŀŘΚ 5ƻŜǎ YƛǊŀƴΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ōǳǊƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ {ƘŀǊŀŘΚ 

 ¶ Sharad was once a kind and thoughtful elephant trainer. So you think there is a chance that he 

will become one again? 

 

ά.Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǎ L ƘǳǊǊȅ ŀǿŀȅ όмттύΦ 

 ¶ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ bŜ aƛƴΩǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ Ƙƻǘ ǘŜŀ Iŀǎǘƛƴ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎΚ 

 ¶ Why is Ne Min concerned for Hastin?  

 ¶ What sorts of unknown elements that could cause Ne Min to be fearful for Hastin? 

 

YŀǇǳƧƛ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ¢ƛƳƛǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ȅŜǎΣ ƛŦ you are my employee, I will pay you money. Plus one 

ǘǊƛǇ ƘƻƳŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ όмтуύέ 

When the last customer leaves, the table is bare. Every one of my carvings has sold. Timir picks up the 

money box. He does not look at me as he heads to the office (197). 

 ¶ Kapuji and Timir are both circus owners.  

 o In what ways are they the same? 

 o In what ways are they different? 
































