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Pre-Reading Discussion Questions – Let’s Take a Book Walk
Observe the illustration on the front cover.







Read the title. Who does the balloon belong to? How do you know?
Who is the boy depicted in the illustration?
Describe how the boy is feeling.
Explain why he is feeling the way he does.
Where is the boy? Describe the setting.
Who are the people featured in the background?

Observe the illustration on the back cover.







Describe the action in the illustration.
Where is the boy playing?
What is the boy looking at? Why?
Describe how the boy is feeling in this scene.
Is the boy alone? How do you know? Are you sure?
Predict what this book is going to be about.

Meet the author – Tiffany Papageorge.
 It is interesting to note that Ms. Papageorge’s inspiration to write this
story came from a classroom assignment she completed when she was
very young. The word inspiration is defined as an idea, a spark, and
creative thought. Engage in a discussion about inspiration. Encourage
the children to in believe their visions, as Ms. Papageorge has done.
 To learn more about Ms. Papageorge and My Yellow Balloon, access her
website at www.myyellowballoon.com.

Author Tiffany Papageorge

Meet the illustrator – Erwin Madrid.
 Explain how pictures tell stories.
 List the tools an illustrator uses to create their artwork.
 Mr. Madrid once worked on animated film projects such as Shrek and
Madagascar. Discuss how this type of work prepared him to become an
illustrator of books for children.
 To see more of Mr. Madrid’s illustrations, access his blog at
erwinmadrid.blogspot.com.
Illustrator Erwin Madrid
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Post-Reading Discussion Questions
Note: Read through My Yellow Balloon in its entirety before discussing the questions
below with the children.

 Turn to the page set at the carnival featuring the huge cluster of balloons filling the spread.
Consider how Joey must’ve felt when he saw all of those balloons floating in the sky. Encourage
the children to identify with the splendor of the moment. Help them to connect with Joey’s
sense of wonder and excitement.
 Explain that the author deliberately set the story in the year 1930. The reason she did so is that,
before that time, balloons would have been on sticks and wouldn’t have floated magically like
they do today. It would have been something very special to Joey to see floating balloons for
the first time. Explore the similarities and differences of modern day experiences and
perceptions of the balloon as compared with those of Joey’s time in history.
 Turn to the illustration depicting the Balloon Man handing Joey the yellow balloon. Explore the
notion that the Balloon Man knew which balloon best suited Joey, without even looking. Predict
why he chose the yellow balloon specifically for Joey. Consider Joey’s response. Describe his
reaction to receiving that particular balloon.
 Explore the color yellow. Discuss the feelings the color suggests. List items that are yellow in
color.
 Explore Joey’s connection with the yellow balloon. Describe how he felt about it. Discuss how
important the balloon was to Joey. Identify with Joey’s delight. Consider the relationship Joey
had with the balloon. Was it a friendship, of sorts? How so?
 Turn to the black page with words printed in white. Discuss the impression this page gives.
Explain why it has no color. Tell why this page is important to the story. Talk about how this dark
page introduces the events that follow.
 Consider the fold-out spread in which the balloon is lifting up into the sky. Discuss the action in
the scene. Identify with Joey’s feelings. Note that Joey didn’t take his eyes off of the balloon
until it “…disappeared into the endless blue sky.” Consider where the balloon went. Was it lost
forever? How do you know?
 Explore the children’s reaction to the turning and altered orientation of the book as the pages
fold out, symbolizing the loss of Joey’s yellow balloon. Note how, with each fold, Joey and the
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balloon become gradually separated until the balloon is gone. The word ‘loss’ is defined as a
misfortune, a disaster, and deep sadness. Consider the notion of loss. Ask the children if they
have lost someone or something in their lives. If so, encourage them to discuss their feelings
regarding their loss with the group. Explain the importance of sharing their feelings with others
in a positive and supportive manner.
 Discuss Joey’s reaction to losing the balloon. Tell why he felt angry. Explain why losing the
balloon confused Joey. Consider how deep his feelings of sadness consumed him. Note the lack
of color in the scenes depicting Joey’s response to the loss of the balloon. Explain why these
illustrations have been created in this way.
 Describe the double spread depicting the dream scene. Explore Joey’s action. Tell what he is
doing. Describe his feelings. Identify the various items featured in the illustration. Explore the
setting. How does the illustration make you feel? Notice that the objects in scenery are symbolic
of his toys at home. Explore the significance of this important plot point. Study the star patterns
in the background to discover the pattern of a smiling person watching Joey and his yellow
balloon. Guide the children to awareness that the face in the stars is actually The Balloon Man
watching over Joey.
 Consider Joey’s gradual progression from heavy sadness back to happiness – that he was sad all
of the time, then most of the time, to a lot of the time, then only some of the time. Discuss that,
while the sadness never fully left him, he became able to live with it. Note the gradual change in
the use color and tone in these spreads. Discuss how the use of color represents Joey’s
changing emotional state.
 Study the illustration depicting Joey by the pond, looking into the water. Identify where the
“…warm and tingly” feeling came from. Describe the reflection in the water. Tell where the
yellow balloon has been all along.
 Study the spread depicting Joey laying in the grass gazing into the sky. Explain the change in
Joey. Describe why he is happy in this illustration. Identify what has changed for him.
 Discuss the phrase “Wherever I am, wherever I go, you are a part of me and I am a part of you.”
Explain how those words reflect Joey’s emotional journey.
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Charades – A Game of Feelings
Objective: To speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
Materials:
 Scissors
 A basket
 Charades Game Slips (Guide, pg. 7-9)
Procedure:
Print Charades Game Slips.
Using scissors, trim around the borders of the Charades Game Slips.
Fold Charades Game Slips and place in basket.
Gather group of children together. Explain that you are going to play a game.
Instruct one child to choose a Charades Game Slip from the basket.
Tell them to unfold the Charades Game Slip, keeping the picture or word clue a secret. (Note: If
student needs extra clarification, they may ask the teacher in private.)
 Instruct child to dramatize the emotion depicted on the Charades Game Slip.
 The other children in the group are encouraged to identify the feeling being dramatized.
 Have the children take turns dramatizing the emotions deputized on the Charades Game Slips.
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Charades Game Slips
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My Yellow Balloon Story Disk Chain
Objective: To retell the story in a sequential manner, thus demonstrating understanding of the central
message or idea.
Materials:








My Yellow Balloon
Cardstock
Scissors
A hole punch
Pipe cleaners – 8 pieces cut into 3 in. strips
Story Disks (Guide, pg. 11 to 13)
Numeric Story Disks (Guide, pg. 14 to 16)

Procedure:
 Read and discuss My Yellow Balloon. Guide the child to connect with the emotional tone of the
story.
 Print Story Disks on cardstock. (Note: Depending on the child’s experience with story
sequencing, you may choose to print Story Disks with or without the numeric sequencing cues
printed on them.)
 Using scissors, trim around the edges of the Story Disks.
 Using a hole punch, punch holes in the black circles printed on the Story Disks.
 Instruct child to sequence the Story Disks according the My Yellow Balloon plot line.
 Use piper cleaners to connect the Story Disks in the correct story sequence.
 Encourage the child to identify with the boy’s changing feelings as the story progresses.
 Instruct the child to retell the story, verbally or in written form, by describing the action
occurring in each scene, noting the changes in color and tone. Encourage the child to identify
with their feelings regarding the story’s progression, as well as those the boy experiences.
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Story Disks

Papageorge, Tiffany, and Erwin Madrid. My Yellow Balloon. San Francisco: Minoan Moon, 2014.
ISBN: 978-0-9903370-0-3 www.myyellowballoon.com
www.erwinmadrid.blogspot.com www.debbiegonzales.com

12

Papageorge, Tiffany, and Erwin Madrid. My Yellow Balloon. San Francisco: Minoan Moon, 2014.
ISBN: 978-0-9903370-0-3 www.myyellowballoon.com
www.erwinmadrid.blogspot.com www.debbiegonzales.com

13

Papageorge, Tiffany, and Erwin Madrid. My Yellow Balloon. San Francisco: Minoan Moon, 2014.
ISBN: 978-0-9903370-0-3 www.myyellowballoon.com
www.erwinmadrid.blogspot.com www.debbiegonzales.com

14

Numeric Story Disks
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Color is Like – A Lesson in Similes
Objective: To identify and express words and phrases suggesting feelings or appeal to the senses.
Materials:
 Markers or crayons
 Pencil
 Color is Like Template (Guide, pg. 18)
Procedure:
 Instruct children to choose a color.
 Ask them to think, deeply, about that color, to consider what it would be like if that color were
an object or a feeling. Describe what their color would:
o taste like
o look like
o feel like
o sound like
o smell like
 Give the child a copy of the Color is Like Template. Instruct them to write a short form poem
using the similes they described.
 Encourage the child to color the balloon and to illustrate their poem with one or more of their
similes. See sample below.
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Writing Pages
Objective: To use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.
Materials:
 My Yellow Balloon
 Markers or crayons
 Writing Pages (Guide, pgs. 20 to 23)
Procedure:
 Read and discuss My Yellow Balloon.
 Print Writing Pages.
 Instruct the child to re-tell the aspect of the story represented by the illustration depicted on
the Writing Page. Tell them to describe:
o The characters in the illustration.
o The action occurring in the scene.
o Tell where the scene is taking place.
o Their emotional reaction to the scene.
 On the lines provided on the writing sheet, either dictate the re-telling of the child’s
interpretation of the story or have them write their response.
 Encourage the child to illustrate their work by coloring the picture.
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Common Core State Standards Alignment

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.K.3

Writing Pages

With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.

Similes

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.K.2

Story Disks

With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a
text.

Charades

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.K.1

Discussion

English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Literature













With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a
story.







CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.K.6

With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and
define the role of each in telling the story.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.K.7

With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations
and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration
depicts).







CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.K.10

Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.1.1

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.1.2

Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their
central message or lesson.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.1.3

Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.1.7





























Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or
events.







CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.1.10

With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity
for grade 1.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.2.1

Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.







CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.2.3

Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.







CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.2.5

Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning
introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.







CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.2.7

Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text
to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
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Writing Pages

Similes

Story Disks

Charades

Discussion

English Language Arts Standards » Writing

CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.K.2

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and
supply some information about the topic.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.K.5

With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from
peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.K.8

With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.1.2

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts
about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.1.8

With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer a question.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.2.2

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.W.2.8

Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to
answer a question.



English Language Arts Standards » Speaking & Listening
CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.K.1

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.K.2

Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and
requesting clarification if something is not understood.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.K.3

Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.K.4

Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and
support, provide additional detail.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.K.5

Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide
additional detail.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.K.6

Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
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CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.1.2

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.1.4

Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas
and feelings clearly.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.1.5

Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify
ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.1.6

Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.2.1











Writing Pages



Similes

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

Story Disks

CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.1.1

Charades

Discussion

English Language Arts Standards » Speaking & Listening
(cont.)



















Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.











CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.2.2

Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media.



CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.2.4

Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive
details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.SL.2.6

Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to
provide requested detail or clarification.



















Math - Counting & Cardinality

CCSS.Math.Content Count to 100 by ones and by tens.
.K.CC.A.1



CCSS.Math.Content Understand the relationship between numbers and
.K.CC.B.4
quantities; connect counting to cardinality.
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