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Hound Dawg is a retelling of The Little Red Hen, southern style. 
Bessie, Calico, and Penny work their fingers to the bone down on 

the cotton farm. But Hound Dawg, he’s a couch potato . . . lazy, lazy, 
lazy. Hold on now . . . something has caught Hound Dawg’s eye . . . 

something that changes his life forever.
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Pre-Reading Discussion Questions

Observe the front cover:
•	 Describe the dog featured in the illustration. Tell how the dog is feeling. Identify 

the details in the illustration that reveal his mood.
•	 The title of the book is HOUND DAWG. Define the term ‘hound.’ Tell all that you 

know about hound dogs.
•	 Consider the chicken peering through the window. Explain why the chicken is 

looking at the dog in this way. Predict how the chicken is feeling.
•	 Describe the setting. Where do you think this story is going to take place? In the 

city or in the country? Explain how you know.

Observe the back cover:
•	 Describe the raccoon. Notice his expression. Predict how the raccoon is feeling 

about the dog.
•	 Read the passage printed on the back cover. Define the terms ‘work fingers to 

the bone’ and ‘couch potato.’ Tell what you know about these phrases.
•	 After closely reviewing the front and back covers, predict what this story is going 

to be about.

Meet the author - Patricia Vermillion!

•	 Patricia was born in Mississippi, a state that 
is considered to be part of the Deep South. 
Consider how her childhood experiences may 
have inspired her to write HOUND DAWG.

•	 A picture of a porch swing is featured on her 
website. Patricia says that she can read and 
write anywhere, but that her favorite spot to 
sit is on the porch swing. Predict why Patricia 
enjoys ‘Porch Sitting’ best.

•	 Patricia loves words. She keeps a list of words 
in a small book with her at all times. She loves 
short words and long words, fast words and 
slow words – any kind of words! Explain how 
her love of words helped her to become an 
author.

•	 To learn a more about Patricia Vermillion 
and her love of words, access her website at                                                       
www.patriciavermillion.com. 

http://www.patriciavermillion.com
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Meet the illustrator - Cheryl Pilgrim!

•	 Discuss ways that pictures tell stories. Explore 
how pictures help to explain the meaning of 
words. 

•	 Illustrators use colors, shapes, and textures to 
create expression in the characters they create. 
Observe the front and back covers. Identify 
ways that Cheryl used color and shapes to 
reveal emotion in the illustrations. 

•	 Cheryl uses lots of different types of art 
materials in her illustrations – pencils, 
watercolors, oils, acrylics, and collage papers. 
Observe the front and back covers closely. 
Discover the various types of art materials 
used in the illustrations. 

•	 Cheryl teaches art at a public school. Consider 
how her experiences as a teacher might help 
Cheryl to become a skilled illustrator. 

•	 To find out more about Cheryl Pilgrim and to 
appreciate of her art work, access her website 
at  www.cherylpilgrim.com.

Click HERE to watch a HOUND DAWG book trailer featured on YouTube.

http://www.cherylpilgrim.com
https://youtu.be/uC94GY76YV0
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Post-Reading Discussion Questions

Way back in the day, Hound Dawg lived on a cotton farm with                                             
Bessie, Calico, and Penny. 

•	 Describe the action in this spread. Tell what all of the animals are doing.
•	 Contrast Bessie’s, Penny’s, and Calico’s actions with Hound Dawg’s. Identify ways 

that their characters are different.
•	 Observe Raccoon’s action. Explain what he is doing. Determine if his action is 

helpful or harmful. How so? 

We did all the work. Why do you reckon we’d give you even a crumb?”  

•	 Identify the jobs that were required to make the cornbread. 
•	 List the ways Bessie, Calico, and Penny worked to help prepare the cornbread. 
•	 Explain why Bessie told Hound Dawg that he could not have any of the corn 

bread.
•	 Do you think Bessie is being fair by not sharing the cornbread with Hound Dawg? 

How so?

Ah-woooooooo
Bolting from under the porch, he chased the masked bandit deep into the cotton 

patch, barking and howling all the way. 

•	 Explain how, by chasing the raccoon into the cotton patch, Hound Dawg is being 
helpful.

•	 Consider how Hound Dawg’s action might have been the most important job of 
all.

•	 Discuss why Hound Dawg’s friends were surprised when he chased the raccoon 
away. 

And from that day ‘til this, Hound Dawg always does – and gets – his fair share. 

•	 Define the word ‘fair.’
•	 Tell what it means to get a ‘fair share.’
•	 Explain how, in the end, Bessie, Calico, and Penny are happy with Hound Dawg’s 

contribution.
•	 Return to the back cover of the book, to the first illustration featuring the 

raccoon scowling at Hound Dawg. Discuss how this illustration predicts what the 
story is going to be about and how it will end.
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Story Drawing & Label Retelling

Objective: Students understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the 
structure and elements of fiction and provide evidence from text to support their 
understanding.

Materials:
•	 HOUND DAWG
•	 Draw & Retelling Graphic Organizer (Guide, p. 7)
•	 Pencil
•	 Markers

Procedure:
•	 After reading HOUND DAWG, discuss the following narrative elements with 

students.
	 ◦ List the characters is the story.
	 ◦ Tell where the story took place.
	 ◦ Describe what happened in the story.
	 ◦ Explain how the story ended.
•	 Instruct students to use the Draw & Retelling Graphic Organizer to retell the 

story by writing and illustrating their recollections of the story structure.
•	 Encourage students to share their work upon completion. 

Who are the characters in the story? 

Label: 

Where does the story take place? 

Label: 

What happened in the story? 

Label: 

How does the story end? 

Label: 

Illustrate 
characters

Illustrate 
story action

Illustrate 
setting

Illustrate 
resolution

Summarize 
illustration

Summarize 
illustration

Summarize 
illustration

Summarize 
illustration
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Story Drawing & Label Retelling Graphic Organizer

Who are the characters in the story? 

Label: 

Where does the story take place? 

Label: 

What happened in the story? 

Label: 

How does the story end? 

Label: 
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Facts about Cotton & Corn – A Word Puzzle

Objective: To glean and use factual information in solving a word puzzle.

Materials: 
•	 Facts about Cotton & Corn: A Word Puzzle (Guide, pg. 9)
•	 The Facts about Cotton and Facts about Corn pages found in the latter portion 

of HOUND DAWG
•	 Pencil
•	 Facts about Cotton & Corn: A Word Puzzle Answer Guide (Guide, pg. 10)

Procedure:
•	 Turn to the Facts about Cotton and Facts about Corn pages located in back 

portion of HOUND DAWG. Read through the facts. 
•	 Use the facts printed in the book to solve the Facts about Cotton & Corn: A 

Word Puzzle. 
•	 Check your work using the Facts about Cotton & Corn: A Word Puzzle Answer 

Guide. 
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Facts about Cotton & Corn: A Word Puzzle
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

1.) Eli _______ invented the first cotton gin.
2.) ______ is the leading corn-producing state in the United States.
3.) Corn can be found in _______ butter.
4.) There is one silk attached to every _____ on a cob.
5.) Thomas _____ used cotton as filament material when he        
 invented the first light bulb. 
6.) Cottonseed oil can be found in ______ dressing.
7.) The Spanish name for corn is _____.
8.) The boll ______ beetle is the number-one enemy of the cotton  
 plant.
9.) Corn is planted in the _____when the soil is warm. 
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Facts about Cotton & Corn: A Word Puzzle Answer Guide
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1.) Eli _______ invented the first cotton gin.
2.) ______ is the leading corn-producing state in the United States.
3.) Corn can be found in _______ butter.
4.) There is one silk attached to every _____ on a cob.
5.) Thomas _____ used cotton as filament material when he        
 invented the first light bulb. 
6.) Cottonseed oil can be found in ______ dressing.
7.) The Spanish name for corn is _____.
8.) The boll ______ beetle is the number-one enemy of the cotton  
 plant.
9.) Corn is planted in the _____ when the soil is warm. 
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A Reader’s Theater or Puppet Show Production

Publicity Poster (List cast members in the spaces provided. Promote your 
performance by distributing flyers in notable locations.):

presenting a 
theatrical production 

of 

Hound 
Dawg

Written by Patricia Vermillion

Date & Time of Performance _______________________________________

Location __________________________________________________________

CAST MEMBERS:

as Narrator 1 

as Narrator 2

as Narrator 3

as Bessie the Cow

as Calico the Cat

as Penny the Chicken

as Raccoon the Bandit

as Hound Dawg



12

Vermillion, Patricia & Cheryl Pilgrim. HOUND DAWG. Ft. Worth, TCU Press, 2016. 
ISBN 978-0-87565-615-1     www.patriciavermillion.com    www.cherylpilgrim.com     www.debbiegonzales.com

Presenting a Reader’s Theater Production or Puppet 
Show Performance of 

Hound Dawg
Story written by Patricia Vermillion

Cast members:
Narrator 1
Narrator 2
Narrator 3

Bessie the Cow
Calico the Cat

Penny the Chicken
Raccoon the Masked Bandit

Hound Dawg

Setting: The Cotton Farm

Narrator 1:  Way back in the day, Hound Dawg lived on a cotton   
   farm with Bessie, Calico, and Penny.     
   Every day Bessie churned her milk,

Bessie:  (Busy churning butter.)

Narrator 1:  Calico raked the dusty soil,

Calico:  (Busy raking the soil.)

Narrator 1:  . . . and Penny laid her brown eggs.

Penny:   (Busy carrying eggs in a basket.)

Narrator 1:  But Hound Dog? Why he never worked a lick. The only   
   thing he did was bark and howl.

Hound Dog: (Droopy, lazy, sleepy) AH-W0000000000
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Narrator 2:  One day Bessie discovered something very    
    special.

Bessie:    (Surprised) Bless my butter. Well, if that don’t   
    beat all. It’s a cornstalk!
 
Narrator 2:  Hound Dawg licked his lips and said,

Hound Dawg:  A cornstalk? Makes me hungry for some good ol’    
         southern cornbread. Who’s gonna water that   
    stalk so it will grow?

Calico:   Great balls of fur! I’ll do it!

Narrator 2:  Every day that stalk grew bigger . . . and bigger . . .  
    and bigger.

~    ~    ~    ~    ~

Narrator 3:          One day Bessie, Calico, and Penny scowled as   
    they watched Hound Dawg sleeping by the barn.

Bessie:   (Arms folded) Looks like Hound Dawg won’t be   
    helping a-tall.

Calico:   (Hiss angrily)

Penny:   (Cackle in frustration)

Narrator 3:  So they worked together without him. 
    Bessie added her milk.

Bessie:   (Pantomime pouring milk.)

Narrator 3:  Calico raked in the corn,

Calico:   (Pantomime raking soil)
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Narrator 3:  . . . and Penny cracked in her eggs and mixed it all  
    up.

Penny:   (Pantomime cracking eggs in bowl and stirring   
    cornbread mixture.) 

~    ~    ~    ~    ~

Narrator 1:   And when the cornbread was done and Bessie   
    removed it from the oven, Hound Dawg hauled his  
    lazy bones up off the porch and hollered. . . 

Hound Dawg:  I’m starving for some good ol’ southern    
    cornbread.

Bessie:   (Angry) We did all the work. Why do you reckon   
    we’d give you even a crumb?

Calico:   (Hiss) Ain’t that so.

Penny:   (Squawk) You didn’t help a-tall!

Narrator 1:   Hanging his head low, Hound Dawg crawled under  
    the creaky porch to whine. 

Hound Dawg:   (Mopey and sad)

~    ~    ~    ~    ~

Narrator 2:  Hound Dawg’s eyes were just about to shut when,  
    suddenly, his nose began to twitch.

Hound Dawg:  (Sniff the air)

Raccoon:   (Sneak like a shifty bandit)
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Narrator 2:  Opening one eye, Hound Dawg saw Raccoon  
    hightailing it for the cornbread!

Hound Dawg:  (Loudly) AH-WOOOOOOOOOO!

Narrator 2:  Bolting from under the porch, he chased the  
    masked bandit deep into the cotton patch,   
    barking and howling all the way!

Raccoon:   (Shocked and surprised, exits quickly)

Bessie:    Well, shake my milk. Hound Dawg isn’t so lazy  
    after all. He’s a guard dog. 

Calico:   Pull my tail.

Penny:   Crack my eggs.

Narrator 2:  And, when Hound Dawg came trotting from the  
    cotton patch his friends said...

Bessie, Calico & Penny: (Happily) Look who saved our    
     cornbread!!!

~    ~    ~    ~    ~
  
Narrator 3:   That evening Bessie, Calico, and Penny invited  
    Hound Dawg to join them as they ate the   
    cornbread.

Bessie:    Hound Dawg, we want to think you for scaring off  
    Raccoon, that old masked bandit. 

Calico:   You were purrfect!



16

Vermillion, Patricia & Cheryl Pilgrim. HOUND DAWG. Ft. Worth, TCU Press, 2016. 
ISBN 978-0-87565-615-1     www.patriciavermillion.com    www.cherylpilgrim.com     www.debbiegonzales.com

Penny:   I think you were eggscellent!

Bessie:   Hound Dawg, you earned your share of   
           cornbread and a new name for yourself…

Bessie, Calico & Penny: (Loudly) Guard Dawg!

Narrator 3:  And from that day ‘till this, Hound Dawg always  
    does - and gets - his fair share. 

Hound Dawg:  (Loudly) AH-WOOOOOOOOOO!

THE END



17

Vermillion, Patricia & Cheryl Pilgrim. HOUND DAWG. Ft. Worth, TCU Press, 2016. 
ISBN 978-0-87565-615-1     www.patriciavermillion.com    www.cherylpilgrim.com     www.debbiegonzales.com

TEKS Alignment
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