
 

 

  OFFICIAL NOTICE AND AGENDA 
Notice is hereby given that the Tree Commission of the City of Stoughton, Wisconsin will hold a 

regular or special meeting as indicated on the date, time and location given below. 

NOTE: PERMANENT ROOM CHANGE FOR MEETINGS 

Meeting of the: 
Date /Time: 
Location: 
Members: 
 
 

TREE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF STOUGHTON 
Wednesday, May 13, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Ed Overland Room/City Hall (381 E Main St, Stoughton WI 53589)  
 Jay Schotzko,  Kevin Short, Dave Moyer, John Archer,   Kendall McBroom, Alderperson  Tom Selsor,  
Urban Forester Randy Nelson, Stoughton Utilities Director Bob Kardasz and Mayor Donna Olson 

 
Item #   CALL TO ORDER 

1 Communications 
2 Reports 

 
Item #   OLD BUSINESS 

3 Discussion for Syttende Mai Event – volunteer sign up for working event 
4 Recap on School Visits 
5 Report Out - Ordinance 78-604 (2) Street Frontages (request from Public Works) 

 
Item #   NEW BUSINESS 

6 Approve  March 11, 2015  Minutes 
7 Elect Chair 
8 Elect Vice Chair 
9 New Bug /Tree Diseases (Pine Beetles) - Strategies 
10 Moyer Request – Friends of Heggestad Arboretum 
11 Future Agenda Items 
 

 
   ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                
cc:   

Mayor Donna Olson, Council Members, Leadership Teams, Clerk – Lana Kropf, Sarah 
Monette, Erica Dial, Matthew Dregne, City Attorney, Robert Kardasz,  Sean Grady, 
Debbie Blaney, Bill Livick, Stoughton Newspaper, WI State Journal / Capital Times 
 

         
NOTE: AN EXPANDED MEETING MAY CONSTITUTE A QUORUM OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 

NOTE:  For security reasons, the front doors of the City Hall Building (including the elevator door) will be 
locked after 4:30 p.m.  If you need to enter City Hall after that time, please use the Fifth Street entrance or if 
you are physically challenged and are in need of assistance, please call 873-6677 prior to 4:30 p.m.    
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2015


Street Department Forestry Report from Log


April Year to Date Total W.O.


New Inquiries: 12 121


Tree Removals: * 35 62


Pending W.O. : 7 11 151
Pruning: Training 0


Routine 6
Safety 1


Tree Plantings: -- 254
Stump Removals: -- 110
Tree Injections: -- 80
Monitor: 6 9 30


Crews have been removing trees for the E Washington St and Fifth St reconstruction project. The stumps and


replanting will be handled by the construction company as part of the project. A few other trees were also


trimmed and removed.


Multiple trees were removed along the river in Mandt Park which were not on the inventory. Two trees were


taken down on a city property and the pine tree logs will be used at the Syttende Mai wood carving event.


Crews were also busy with the spring leaf clean up and April brush collection.


Bids were sent out for the spring planting of 45 trees. The bid was awarded to Olson-Toon. The trees were


ordered and have arrived. Olson-Toon is currently planting trees and should have all trees planted by May 8.


Tree inventory updating is still in progress.


* Report of -Diameters of Trees Removed: in inches – 5, 2 @ 6, 2 @ 8, 9, 10, 11, 4 @ 12, 2 @ 13, 4 @ 14, 15, 5


@ 16, 2 @ 17 and 2 @ 20
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CITY OF STOUGHTON, 381 E. Main Street, Stoughton, WI 53589


ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL


Amending Chapter 10 Buildings and Building Regulation


Require Street Tree Installation


Committee Action: Public Works Committee – 5-0 (with the Mayor voting yes)


Fiscal Impact: N/A


File Number: Date
Introduced:


1. The Common Council of the City of Stoughton do ordain as follows:


 Sec. 10-2. - Construction standards.


(a) Portions of state code adopted. The following provisions, so far as applicable, are adopted by


reference and made a part of this section. A violation of any of the provisions thereof shall


constitute a violation of this section.


(1) Uniform Building Code, Wis. Adm. Code. Comm. chs. 20—25.


(2) Commercial Building, Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning Code, Wis. Adm. Code.


Comm. chs. 61—65.


(3) Wis. Adm. Code. Comm. ch. 66, Multifamily.


(4) Wis. Adm. Code. Comm. ch. 67, Retail unit efficiency.


(5) Wis. Adm. Code. Comm. chs. 160—164, Existing buildings.


(6) Wis. Adm. Code. Comm. ch. 70, Historical buildings.


(b) Dwelling defined. The term "dwelling," as used in this section, includes every building occupied


exclusively as a residence by not more than two families.


(c) Sidewalk installation. The construction of a new home or business in a neighborhood with


existing homes and/or businesses shall require the developer or owner of record of the property


during development and/or construction owner to install, at his expense, a city approved


sidewalk. Final occupancy permits shall not be issued until the sidewalk is installed defect free,


unless weather does not allow installation until the spring, in which case, the sidewalk shall be


installed by June 15th the following year. The Director of Planning & Development or their


designee may also, at its own discretion, delay indefinitely such sidewalk installation for its own


street planning and design purposes. Delay for any purpose or reason will require prior to the


issuance of an Occupancy Permit a fee paid by the developer/owner to the City equal to the


value of the required sidewalk installation as determined by the City based on current


construction standards and costs. This fee will be refunded to the developer/owner upon his


successful completion of the sidewalk as determined by the City, or retained by the City if


sidewalk is completed by the City.


(d) Street Tree installation. The construction of a new home or business shall require the developer or


owner of record of the property during development and/or construction to install, at his


expense, two city-approved street trees per frontage in the terrace area between the curb and
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gutter and the public sidewalk. Frontages that exceed 80 feet will require additional trees as


determined by the Street Superintendent or their designee. Final occupancy permits shall not be


issued until the required trees are installed meeting City specifications, unless seasonal weather


does not allow installation, in which case, the required street trees shall be installed the following


spring. If, as determined by the Street Superintendent or their designee, there is not adequate area


within the terrace, the required trees shall be installed on private property within 10 feet of the


public sidewalk at the direction of the Street Superintendent or their designee. If, as determined


by the Street Superintendent or their designee, the terrace or area behind the sidewalk is not


suitable for tree installation the owner shall contribute $300 for each tree not installed to the


City’s Urban Forestry Program for installation of street trees elsewhere in the City’s urban


forestry. This amount shall be determined annually by the Street Superintendent based on the cost


to purchase and install each tree.


Delay for any purpose or reason will require that prior to a Final Occupancy Permit a


deposit be paid by the developer/owner of $300 per tree, which deposit will be refunded


upon developer/owner’s planting of City approved trees, or retained by the City


permanently if such trees are planted at City expense or fail to be planted within 6 months


of project completion.


2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of publication.


Dates


Council Adopted:


Mayor Approved:
Donna Olson, Mayor


Published:


Attest:
Lana Kropf, City Clerk








 
Tree Commission Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, March 11, 2015 at 6:00 PM 
Ed Overland Room at City Hall, 381 E Main, Stoughton, WI 
 
Members Present:     Jay Schotzko, Tom Selsor, Kendall McBroom, Dave Moyer and Randy Nelson 


Absent & Excused:   Robert Kardasz, John Archer and Kevin Short 


Staff:  Street Superintendent Karl Manthe, Forester Randy Nelson and Street Department Secretary Vickie 
Erdahl 


Guests:  Alderman Tom Majewski 


Call to order:  Meeting called to order at 6:05 PM by Schotzko 
 


1)   Communications:   1) Schotzko informed the committee that he had met with Street Superintendent 
Karl Manthe regarding Tree Commission concerns – wanted to make sure Manthe was on board with 
supporting the goals the committee felt were important. The committee wants to know what they are 
supposed to be doing to help with the urban forest so that everyone is headed in the same direction.  
There will be a meeting with the Mayor on Thursday, March 12th which will include Schotzko, Moyer 
and Manthe.  2) Manthe reported to the committee that Mr. Wendt from the high school had the solar 
kiln unloaded and reloaded.  Manthe stated that the 4H would like a presentation on the solar kiln and 
asked that the street staff communicate with him when assistance is needed with the solar kiln and 
other projects so that he can schedule staff availability. 


2)   Forestry Reports:  Erdahl revised sections of the report was provided, but still need a lot of clean up 
in categories in the actual inventory database. More discussion provided in item #3 on how to report 
the progress in quantitative numbers. 


 
3)   Update & Discussion – Tree Inventory Reporting/Progress:  Erdahl provided a print out of a report 


on safety prunes that was run through the tree inventory database to explain why the tree inventory 
categories are hard to produce accurate numbers of work that needs to be addressed.  Also trees are 
continually changing which means the inventory is not up to date anymore.   


Other factors causing discrepancies’ on individual tree records; the first inventory was done in 2008 
and when the second inventory was done in 2013 the host company over laid the information on top of 
the first one and the categories did not match so there are some trees with mixed information that will 
have to be physically checked to know what is the accurate status of the tree(s).  Also, both of the 
inventories were done from ground base which at this point the bucket truck should be taken out to 
inspect certain trees that have been identified or the forester feels need to be inspected further. 


A suggestion was made to hire an intern for the summer to help assess the trees, make changes to 
their status and update the database quickly. 


Moyer stated that since there is a specific amount of money strictly to use for ash tree injections, he 
would like to see a number in the report for 2015 injections instead of TBD. 
The committee asked Karl about who was responsible for park trees.  Manthe stated that the street 
department was in charge of the trees and also noted that John Halverson, Parks Maintenance 
Supervisor, was a former street department employee that has been trained to prune and remove 
trees. 


Manthe commented that the street department was currently working with Stoughton Utilities on 
removing trees in the park row that have wires involved. 


 
4)   Crabapple Brochure Changes/Final Print:  WAS TABELED UNTIL APRIL MEETING. No final 


brochure was received from Eric at McKay’s.  Moyer will reach out to Mr. Seidel. 
 







 
5) Discussion & Planning for Arbor Day Schools & Syttende Mai Event:  A list of Stoughton Schools 


and the number of students at each school was provided for the Arbor Day distribution of the tree 
seedlings to the 4th grade classes.  Each school will be contacted to set up a time in the last week of 
April for a presentation on the history of Arbor Day and distribute the seedlings  Appointments will be 
made as follows: 


 
 Schotzko        St Ann’s, Martin Luther and Kegonsa 


 Moyer            Fox Prairie 


 ??????            Sandhill School 


Schotzko will provide a script at next month’s meeting so that all presentations cover the same 
information and anyone from the Tree Commission will be able to go to the schools. 
 
 SYTTENDE MAI – Chain Saw Carving Event 
 
Details of and for the event: 


• Held on Friday May 15 and Saturday May 16 
• Location is the Street Department Parking Lot {515 S Fourth St} 
• Soda Booth will be available – paid for via the Stoughton Senior Center 
• Senior Center will have items available for sale – perhaps to auction as well 
• Ada Klute has made contact with the carvers (3 available at this time).  She will make contact 


with Bob Younger to confirm and lock in the date 
• McBroom will handle the tent rental 
• McBroom will contact Riley Kahl to reserve his services for the actual auction and confirm 


pricing 
• Credit cards can be accepted this year – in the city accounting program 
• Form developed to sign up for volunteering 
• Bus is now available closer to street department on the corner of 4th & E South St 


   
  Jobs that need to be handled: 


• Check on insurances and/or permits needed for booth 
• Ad  put in Syttende Mai Booklet – Due to Laura Trotter by Tuesday, March 17 {Vickie will take 


care of contacting and sending the ad} 
• Flyer produced and distributed for advertising – make sure to include the cash and carry 
• Certain types of wood need to be delivered to the street department to be used for carving 
• Volunteers 
• Some type of seating available 


 
 


6)   Approval of minutes from January 14, 2015 Meeting:  Motion by Selsor, seconded by Moyer to 
approve the minutes.  Carried 4-0.  


 
7)   Request from Public Works for Review / Update – Ordinance 78-604 (2) Street Frontages:  


Alderperson Majewski informed the committee why he brought this ordinance to the attention of Public 
Works -  that the policy in place is not being adhered to and gave numerous examples and locations 
that lacked trees where there should be some.  Majewski stated that builders pass this particular duty 
onto the homeowners without their knowledge and also the lack of enforcement even when noticed 
has created a “bad” situation for the urban forest – he would like this loop hole closed.  Majewski does 
understand that there are circumstances and situations where trees just can’t be planted in the park 
row and suggested that then the tree be required to go on private property or in another viable spot 
within the city.   


 







 
Manthe stated that this should be a procedural change and suggested the process be handled through 
the city where the developer pays the money upfront to the city perhaps as a check off item before 
there can be an occupancy permit given to the homeowner.  The city could then contract with a 
nursery to obtain more quality and diverse trees to purchase and plant.  Another benefit would be that 
the trees would also be entered into the tree inventory to maintain its’ accuracy. 


Majewski has asked for a report from the planning department on why nothing happens in these 
situations to be given to him at the March Public Works meeting. 


 
 


8)  Future Agenda Items:  Arbor Day/Syttende Mai, Crabapple Arboretum Brochure,  Tree Inventory, 
Ordinance 78-604 and Moyer – Friends of Heggestad Arboretum 
 
Motion by Moyer seconded by Selsor to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  Respectfully submitted 3/13/15, Vickie 
Erdahl - Staff  





