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From the Desk of Mrs. Veenstra…
Teaching your Kids to be Thankful
Thanksgiving is the perfect time to teach your kids about
being thankful. Here are some ideas to teach your children
how to appreciate the blessings in their lives. As a school
we did the Thanksgiving Tree, we used colored leaves
instead of tracing our hands. Each child, teacher and staff
member wrote their name on a leaf with one thing they
were thankful for. The tree and leaves are hanging on the
wall as you go down the stairs to the gym.
Thanksgiving Tree
This is another take on the idea above and works really
well if you have several kids in the family. Get each child
to trace their hand on yellow, red, or brown construction
paper. Cut out the hand shapes and write (or have the
child write) what they are thankful for on the hand shape.
Cut a tree trunk shape out of brown construction paper.
Glue it on a large piece of poster board. Let the kids add
their hand shapes as leaves above the tree trunk, turning
it into a beautiful fall colored tree.
Giving Thanks Placemats
The goal of this craft is to create a collage filled with drawings and pictures of all the
things your children are thankful for. Cut photos from magazines, or print some photos
from your computer. Older children can write captions under the photos or draw their
own. Be sure to put the child’s name and the year on it. If you make this collage from
two standard letter size pieces of construction paper taped side-by-side, you can take
the completed collage to a copy shop when you’re done and have it laminated. It then
becomes a placemat that you can use every Thanksgiving for years to come.
Thankful Paper Chain
Another way to remind your children of their blessings is to create a paper chain. This
is similar to a regular paper chain – where you cut strips of paper and connect them
together as loops, but there’s one difference. You write on the strips of paper before you
connect them. Write the things you are thankful for with your children. For instance,
“Grandma plays games with me” or “My teacher is nice.” The fun part of this activity is to
make the chain as long as possible – showing all your blessings. If you’d like to keep this
up during Christmas, just use green and white paper.
Thankful Book
This idea is similar to the others, except it’s more of a keepsake. Purchase a photo album
or scrapbook kit and make a “blessings” theme. Add photos of loved ones, including
stories about why they are special to you. Also, include pages of your favorite foods,
favorite stories, favorite movies and all the other things that make you happy. Any time
your kids feel down, you can open your blessing book to see all the reasons you have to
be happy – and thankful for the blessings in your life.
In Christ's Service, Mrs. Angela Veenstra
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After many years of teaching, I have a new
experience this year of teaching a classroom
of boys. They bring a unique energy and
character to the room that is not as noticeable
when there are girls present. This may
change next year in a room with many girls.
We have been busy this year with our main
focus in the areas of Reading and Math. We
like to add music to help us remember letters,
letter order, vowels and sounds. We enjoy the
“Pepperoni Pizza” song because it sounds
silly when we change the vowel sounds. We
enjoy working with the Leapfrog Learning
Systems that were donated to our school.
They help us improve our reading skills and
challenge us to comprehend what we read.
We are proud of all the books we can read by
ourselves.
We enjoy acting out the songs that help us
learn numbers better. Our favorite is called
“Beethoven’s Five Finger Play” because we
get turns to be the clapping leader. We have
a new Math curriculum that is very hands on
work with partners and is helping us learn our
base 10 numbers very well. We do a lot of
subitizing which means we are able to
recognize groups of objects quickly without
counting. Now we are working at being able
to say numbers forwards, backwards and
name the one before and after.
We think STEM activities are fun, especially
those that take us outdoors. We have had fun
using a book called Roller Coaster Science
and doing experiments on playground
equipment at school and at the park. We
have a basic learning of potential and kinetic
energy and Newton’s three laws of motion.

Kindergarten News
Mrs. Arkema
Our Bible stories give us an opportunity to
act and to put felt pieces on the board to
help us visualize the stories. We have
done very well in learning our verses this
year. We have these on cards we can take
home at the end of the year so we can
review them and remember them for the
rest of our lives. They can give us comfort,
encourage us and help us tell others about
Jesus so they can love him too.
We are looking forward to reading the
books we choose from the library,
mastering our Math facts and learning
more about how God was in control of the
past and is still in control of what happens
in the future. We are excited to learn all
about God’s world and our place in it.
The kindergarten students shared what
they are thankful for:
Zach: God sent Jesus to die on the cross
for our sins, my parents
Sheldyn: Food and air
Randall: For protection of our houses and
buildings, my Mom and Dad
Isaac: Trees and the earth
Owen: My church and Mom and Dad

Spotlight on Mrs. Voss
Position at SCS: Off-site Administrator
Years at SCS: This is my 1st year
Total years of teaching: I spent the first 5 years f my
career teaching art at public schools. Then, I took some
time off to raise my family, but still taught art one day per
week at Timothy Christian School in Wellsburg, IA. for
twelve years. I was then asked to become their
Administrator and did that for the next nineteen years
before retiring last May.
College Attended: BA in Art Education from Central
College in Pella and Masters in Administration from Iowa
State University in Ames.
Places I have lived: I grew up on a farm near Tracy, IA. I
have lived in Des Moines, IA., and currently live in my
husband’s hometown of Aplington, IA.
Children/Grandchildren: We have 2 children who are both
married. We also have 2 grandchildren that live right
across the street from us.
Favorite childhood books: Cat in the Hat was published
the year I was born and it was the first book I got from
our local library. When I was older, I loved baseball and
would read anything I could find about the famous
players from history. That is probably why I became a
softball coach for 30 years.

PRAYER WARRIOR’S CORNER.

1. Continued prayers for all the victims and their families
of the recent school shooting and other tragedies that
have happened in the last few months.
2. Prayers for all of our students and staff
for good health due to the colder weather.
3. Prayers for safe travels for all those who
are traveling for the Thanksgiving holiday.

November Board Highlights


Ambassadors are planning to participate in the Sully
Christmas Open House on December 9th



Another successful Dutch Letter marathon is
complete



School Improvement Plan goals for CSI accreditation
were reviewed and approved



Approved to switch from Presto-X Pest Control
to Menninga Pest Control for a savings of
approximately $200

Calendar
December 4 - K-8 Christmas Program @ 7:00 p.m.
December 21 - 2:00 dismissal - Beginning of Christmas
Break

Favorite books as an adult: I love biographies and have
read many books about WWII. An older book that I love
is The Helper by Catherine Marshall which is about the
Holy Spirit. My most recent favorite is Sifted by Wayne
Cordeiro. It really helps if you are working through trials,
challenges, or big career decisions.

December 22 - January 2 - No School - Christmas Break

Favorite vacation spots: We have family in Germany and
friends in Rome and we have visited both places twice.
Hawaii is still my favorite place to truly relax.

Thank you to those who donated Bounty paper towels
for our science lab!

Places you would like to visit: Grand Canyon or
Washington D.C.

Dear Supporters of Sully Christian School,

Favorite Bible verse/passage and why: Phillippians 2:10-11
“At the name of Jesus every know shall bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.” I remind myself of this verse when I see
things get crazy in our nation and when Christians are
made fun of and worse. There will come a day when
EVERYONE is going to bow to our Lord and for some it
will be too late.
An influential person(s) in your life: Both of my parents
were rock solid Christians and I grew up in a very loving,
godly home. My mom probably influenced me the most
because she was also my best friend. It was her sudden
death that forced me to make a decision. I could either
run to God or run away from Him in anger. I chose to run
closer to Him because of the strong woman of faith that
my mom was. In some ways she has influenced me more
after her death because I want to pass that legacy to my
kids and grandkids.
Very few people know about this about me but, I secretly
wish I was born left-handed. It would have helped me be
a better first baseman in high school.

January 3 - Classes resume

SCS Wish List

SCS Food Service has been struggling financially
the last few years due to the rising costs of food
and decreased student enrollment. Please keep
this in mind as you make the gracious decision
make a donation to SCS. Please consider donating
to SCS Food Service to help them in this time of
financial hardship.
Thank you to those who have made their
donations to Food Service so far.
Sully Christian School
12629 S 92nd Ave E
Sully, IA 50251
Telephone: 641-594-4180
Fax: 641-594-3799
www.sullychristian.org
The Warrior Connection is published monthly with the exceptions
of June and August

