
 
 
 

 

What would an expanded Arts & Letters offer?  
 

We believe the purpose of public education is to raise young 
people -- in partnership with parents and communities -- who 
are strong and flexible thinkers, and caring, responsible 
stewards of a vibrant, democratic society.  
 
In the spirit of this purpose, we at Arts & Letters promise to 
cultivate joy, rigor, and meaning in each child's education; an 

education built on our belief that through a rich and challenging questioning of the world, we can and will develop 
creative, confident, courageous people who will make our world more just, enriched, and compassionate.  
 
In the fall of 2009, we revisited our vision for education at Arts & Letters, and we came to the conclusion that we need 
more time with every child and family to fulfill our mission. Over these past five years, we have watched our young 
people grow through early adolescence, working with them during a powerful, but brief, window of time.  It takes nearly 
all of that time to nurture the habits of mind and heart, as well as the relationships with our families, that we know they 
and we must have in place to fulfill our mission. In the fall of 2011, the Arts & Letters family proposes to begin a 
transformation into a K-8 learning community. During their nine years with us, our learners will experience:  
 
Rigorous academics, emphasizing integrated study and public demonstrations of learning 
• Use of Genre Practice, an innovative, democratic, and social, reading practice (www.genrepractice.org)  and TERC 

mathematics program  
• Inquiry-based science that is integrated into the social studies curriculum, and an integral part of each child’s 

learning, rather than a pull out class 
• Roundtables, at which students will share their work, as well as their drafts and revisions, for celebrations and 

questions from our community members 
• Digital portfolios using Richer Picture (www.richerpicture.org) documenting and tracking their work in key cognitive 

strategies such as interpretation, problem solving, and research 
• Student-led, goal-setting conferences in reading, mathematics, and social-emotional development every quarter 
 
A nurturing school community that serves diverse learners and families 

• Weekly celebrations of our five C’s: courage, confidence, 
clarity, creativity, and compassion  

• Morning meeting with the whole school community, including 
a moment of solitude and reflection 

• Diversity reflecting our district’s vibrant community 
• Advisory in upper grades using Origins’ Circle of Power and 

Respect; Responsive Classroom practices in the lower grades 
• Small school, with two classes at each grade level 
• Open doors for families, including First Fridays to welcome  

 families into our learning day 
• Inclusion in all classes, reducing the student-teacher ratio 

 

http://www.genrepractice.org/�
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Arts Instruction woven throughout the curriculum 
• Partnerships with local artists and arts organizations in all grade levels such as 826NYC, the Moth, Brooklyn Arts 

Exchange, Brooklyn Queens Conservatory of Music, Marquis Studios, Urban Word NYC, MoCADA and others 
• Arts concentrations in upper grades, including multiple periods of advanced arts instruction each week 

 

FAQs  
Q: Is Arts  & Letters a charter school?  
A: No.  Arts & Letters is proud to be a district public school, funded in the 
same way that other NYC public schools are. All fundraising at Arts & 
Letters is initiated by our staff and hard-working Parents Association.   
 
Q: Will the expansion impact the number of District 13 middle school seats?  
A: In three years, if we remain in our current location, we will have to 
shrink the size of the middle school from four classes to two. At that time, 
we will restrict enrollment to District 13 families only. Because 
approximately half of our current families come from District 13 
elementary schools, this will not reduce the number of District 13 seats.   
 
Q: What is the current student population of Arts & Letters?  
A: Current demographic breakdown: 62% free or reduced lunch; 75% African American; 10% Caucasian; 14% Latino; 1% 
Native American/Pacific Islander; 4% multi-racial. 15% of our students require special education services.  We are 
committed to recruiting a diverse student population for our elementary grades program through wide recruitment 
efforts all over District 13.  At our full size, we will enroll no more than 450 students. 
 
Q: What will the admissions process be for incoming kindergarten and first grade? 
A: Our enrollment policies will be the same as all zoned schools, except that our zone will include all of District 
13. Just like all zoned schools, we will enter our incoming registrants into the DOE SEMS system, and then, if 
there are more students than spaces, students will be randomly selected by the SEMS system.  
 
Q: Is there enough space for both schools to co-exist and flourish? 
A: Yes.  According to the walkthrough conducted by the DOE space planners and both principals, there is 
enough room for both schools to flourish. Currently, PS 20 uses 31 full sized rooms for 360 students. Arts & 
Letters uses 19 full sized equivalent rooms for 307 students. After the Arts & Letters expansion is complete, 
the two schools combined would require 46.5 out of 50 full sized equivalent rooms. When the time comes, the 
leadership of both schools will meet and determine spaces for each school, as well as opportunities for space 
sharing, aiming to maximize the use of remaining rooms. Further details are listed on the Revised Educational 
Impact Statement which can be found at: http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/20AE39ED-193D-4ECC-AEF7-
112F04F3F654/93598/EIS_492K_vrevisedfinal.pdf  
 
Q: Would Arts & Letters and/or PS 20 be forced to change class sizes due to the expansion?  
A: Class sizes are in the realm of both leadership decision-making and also district enrollment needs. Principals and 
School Leadership Teams make staffing decisions based on their budgets and visions. Arts & Letters does not expect to 
change class sizes as a result of the expansion.  
 
Q: What advantages are there in co-location?  
A: Many! As an example, PS 20 and Arts & Letters collaboratively raised $375,000 from Council Member Letitia James 
and Borough President Marty Markowitz. In 2011, we will see a full auditorium renovation and a school yard renovation 
as well.  
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Q: THIS ALL SOUNDS EXCITING. HOW CAN I HELP?  
A: The decision is NOT YET FINAL, and we need your support. Please come to our public hearing on December 8th at 6 
pm in the auditorium at 225 Adelphi Street (the PS 20 Campus). And, even more importantly, please come to the 
Panel for Educational Policy VOTE on December 14th at 6 pm at Brooklyn Tech. If you are interested in speaking on our 
behalf at either event, please email Principal Allison Gaines Pell at apell@uaaal.org.  
 

Do you want to know more about Arts & Letters middle school? 
Our school has a proven track record for success, with accolades including: a profile in New York City’s Best Public 
Middle Schools

 

 by Clara Hemphill; a Blackboard “Rising Star Middle School” Award; inclusion in the Chancellor’s 
Promising Practices Library; an A or a B each year in the progress report; a Well Developed (DOE’s highest rating) on our 

2010 Quality Review.  Learn more about us at www.uaaal.org. 

Learn more about Arts & Letters at www.uaaal.org. 
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