DONORS

Why DONORS Support Midtown Educational Foundation
• MEF has effectively served 22,000 Chicago urban youth
from low-income families for the past half-century without
government subsidies.
  
Contributions account for 80% of revenues;
program fees, 6%; investments/other, 14%.

• Midtown boys and Metro girls achieve above-average
results compared to their peers thanks to the individual
attention they receive.
  
92% of eighth-grade students gain admission to college prep high schools.
100% of MEF seniors have graduated and enrolled in college for 16 consecutive years.
91% of MEF students are college graduates or are still enrolled according to a recent survey.

• Parents and guardians play an integral role in their children’s success alongside staff
and volunteers.
  
They are required to meet certain minimum standards of participation.

• Character development has been central to MEF’s
model since the very beginning.
  
After-school and summer programs develop the whole
person — academically, morally and socially.
  
Programs are rooted in Catholic moral and social teaching
and embrace students regardless of their religious, racial,
ethnic, or familial status.

“I have never seen an
organization do so much
with so little.”
(Retired CFO)
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HOW IT WORKS
• MEF serves more than 1,100 children annually on an operating budget of
$3 million.
  
74 cents of every dollar raised goes directly to student and parent programming.
• Children from grades 4-12 receive approximately 250 direct service hours
annually.
  
More than 300 tutors, mentors and advisors generously volunteer more than 16,000 hours of
their time and talent throughout the school year, offering help and continuous encouragement.

“I truly believe that Midtown/Metro is doing God’s work, day in and day out, changing
and improving children’s lives. Our great city is blessed to have the dedicated
Midtown/Metro staff with their total commitment to Chicago’s kids.”
				

(Chicago CEO)

• Nearly 75% of parents/guardians typically attend at least one parent session
per semester.
					
				
				
				
				
  
  

• Weekly discussions focused on virtues such as honesty,
respect, perseverance and humility help students grasp
the importance and rewards of being a good person of
exceptional character: a good son, daughter, brother,
sister, friend, citizen.
Students and parents uniformly agree that character
classes make a huge difference in building healthy
relationships at home, at school and with friends.
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