Spring	
  2016	
  –	
  http://www.cdsra.org	
  
In this issue…
1. New website
2. Upcoming events/dates
3. Membership renewal information
4. Early-membership incentive
5. CDSRA members @ Dallas Cup
6. CDSRA in Sri Lanka
7. ‘You are the Ref’

If one has events, stories, or other
information that they’d like to have
published in the CDSRA Newsletter,
please email any current executive
members for consideration.

New website address – effective immediately
After years with the same website address, CDSRA has decided to
update to accurately reflect its not-for-profit status.
Our new website address is www.cdsra.org

Upcoming events and important dates
CDSRA executive will host its Special General Meeting (SGM), 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 16, 2016, @ Scouts Canada Service Centre,
2140 Brownsea Drive NW. At this important meeting, your executive
will propose its 2016 budget and a constitution wording change.
To help prepare for the outdoor season, a fun video-quiz IRT class will
follow.
On Thursday, April 7, 2016, @ 7 p.m., executive will also host the
Annual General Meeting (AGM). The AGM will include elections for
three executive positions: President, Treasurer, and Elected Director. If
one is interested in serving a two-year term in any these capacities,
please inform a current executive member in advance of the March 16th
SGM.
The AGM will also be held @ Scouts Canada.

Membership renewal information
This year, CDSRA is capable of accepting membership payment online
from the comfort of one’s home or office. The membership form exists
on the new website and works in conjunction with electronic payment.
This will require prospective members enter their credit card
information (which CDSRA does not retain). This information is
collected by the service provider, and is used to communicate with
your bank for this one transaction only.
Of course, the tried and true method of paying in person (cash or
cheque, with a paper membership form) is still available.
CDSRA retains a Canada Post mailbox that is checked regularly. The
mailing address can be found on our new website www.cdsra.org
Payment can be also be made in person to any executive member.
Me

Early-renewal membership campaign
As we prepare for the outdoor season, your CDSRA executive is proud to announce the 2016
early renewal membership campaign. The details of which are listed below.
• Early

renewal, at or before the April 7th AGM, entitles members to a free-of-charge
CDSRA dri-fit T-shirt (available in men’s and women’s cuts and sizes).
• Renewal after April 7th, shirts are still available (with membership) for a $15 fee
(still a great deal).
• Membership cost remains the same as years' previous ($50/adult, $25 youth/student
(full-time <25-years-old))
Additional shirts are also available for purchase, for the regular retail price of $25.
Final order deadline will be Saturday, April 30, 2016. The order for shirts, including sizing and
stencilling will be completed and sent to our supplier the next day.
As this incentive is limited, please don't be disappointed. Renew or register as a member
within the next 28 days - online at www.cdsra.org , in person at the March 16th SGM, or at the
latest, the April 7th AGM.

Please note, no orders will be processed after the April 30th cutoff date.

Three CDSRA members to referee the Dallas Cup
We are proud to announce that three CDSRA members will be travelling to Dallas, Texas
on March 19, 2016 to participate in the Dr Pepper Dallas Cup Soccer Tournament. Mike Stacey,
Sebastian Richters and Sunny Marshall have all been invited to referee in this, one of
North America’s largest and most prestigious tournaments. Congratulations guys!
For more information, check out the tournament website. http://www.dallascup.com/
We look forward to hearing about, and learning from your tournament involvement.
Please share your experiences…a daily blog perhaps?

CDSRA member plying referee skills in Sri Lanka – Ted Horbulyk
Outdoor Refresher Course 2016 – Sri Lankan Style
It is sometimes challenging to get that Outdoor Refresher Course scheduled, especially if your work
causes you to travel from Calgary. CDSRA member Ted Horbulyk is spending a year or so working in
Sri Lanka, and he dispatches this report.
As a Calgary referee who travels a bit, I have previously refereed in B.C., Ontario and Norway.
I have learned that it is helpful to bring along a detailed refereeing resume plus an
authorization to referee out of province from Alberta Soccer. When I arrived in Sri Lanka, I
was invited to referee a few high school games, but once that season wound up, I contacted the
Football Federation of Sri Lanka to see about getting some games in their upcoming season.
“Yes, your paperwork is in order, but we need you to come out to our one-day workshop in
late February. Fitness testing starts at 6:30 a.m. After showers and breakfast, we’ll head to the
classroom. Welcome!”
What they didn’t tell me, was that this was not only their full-day refresher program, but that
they were using it to select from among their elite referees to participate in a prestigious FIFA
training opportunity. This means I got a day with some of the country’s best up-and-coming
referees—friendly, but a just a little tense about the selection process. There were over 50
referees present from around the country, including just a handful of women. This being Sri
Lanka, some spoke Sinhala, some spoke Tamil, and not so many were conversant in English.
Fitness testing used FIFA’s Yo-Yo Intermittent Interval Test, which is conducted in groups
immediately after doing timed 40-metre sprints. Well, some of these guys had excellent
conditioning. For those of you who are familiar with this test, some survivors were still
performing up in the 18-speed range, with genuine encouragement from everyone else. Did I
mention that I was twenty years older than any other participant? Well, I soon had my own
cheering section, “Go, Mr. Ted!”
The classroom sessions are where much of the real learning took place. Participants were
tested using video clips from FIFA and from recent Asia Cup games with 15-20 clips in a row,
played full speed with no replays. Separate tests covered offside situations, handball, and fouls
in the penalty area. There was one of those tricky FIFA multiple choice written exams, but no
one had translated the questions, and everyone was somehow expected to know just that
much English.
All the video clips and exam questions were discussed sequentially, first in Sinhala, then in
Tamil and sometimes in English. Language didn’t matter. It was immediately obvious what
was being discussed and what the main issues were. Consider this one. The discussion went
on forever. In the clip, an attacker shoots past the goalkeeper, and another defender
deliberately uses his hands to deny the goal. The referee allows play to continue and a nearby
attacker plays the rebound and scores. The AR’s flag goes up to signal that the scoring
attacker had gained an advantage from being in an offside position. What should the referee
do? (a) Caution the defender and award the goal, applying advantage? (b) Dismiss the
defender, and award a penalty kick, since the advantage did not materialize? (c) Dismiss the
defender, but award his team an indirect free kick; perhaps the attackers had squandered their

advantage by playing offside? “Let’s ask Ted how they would handle this one in Canada.”
Well, maybe you’d have to see the clip …
As the mid-day temperatures (33° C) started to cool, time for another tea break, then back onto
the field for some drills on offside, penalty kicks, and positioning. It might have lacked the
ambience of Rotary Challenger Park, but it was fine way to launch a season with a great group
of new refereeing partners.

Ted and Friends

‘You	
  Are	
  the	
  Ref’	
  
Each Friday in The Guardian Newspaper in London, there is a running comic strip entitled ‘You Are the Ref’. The
scenarios are presented on Friday and the following Monday, Keith Hackett (referee) provides his interpretation of the
laws, and how they apply to each of the situations presented. Here is the latest. Test your skills and knowledge.
Look for Keith’s responses at the following website. Good luck!
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/series/you-are-the-ref

