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County suspends
Wiley’s alcohol
license for six
months
AMERICUS — In a
called meeting Monday, the
Sumter County Board of
Commissioners, in a split
vote, decided to suspend
the alcohol beverage
license for Bowman Wiley
Jr., DBA Reflections Sports
Bar & Grill in Plains.
While several options
were presented to the
Board of Commissioners by
County Attorney, Kimberly
Reid, including possibly
revoking the license, a
motion was made by Commissioner Clay Jones, seconded by Commissioner
Thomas Jordan to suspend
Wiley’s alcohol beverage
license for a period of six
months, with reinstatement contingent on the
applicant obtaining the
proper State license.
Jones and Thomas voted
for the motion while Commissioners
Mark Waddell and George
Torbert voted no. The tie
was broken by Board
Chairman Randy Howard,
who voted in favor of the
motion.
— Beth Alston

Holy Week services
begin Monday
AMERICUS — The
Sumter Area Ministerial
Association again sponsors
Holy Week services leading
up to Easter Sunday. The
public is invited. The
schedule is as follows.
• Noon — Monday —
Americus First United
Methodist Church, 200 S.
Lee St. — Buford Snipes
officiating
• Noon — Tuesday —
Americus Mennonite Fellowship Church, 409 E. Hill
St. — Johnnie Pool
• Noon — Wednesday —
Big Bethel Baptist Church,
1330 N. Jackson St. —
Lewis Overholt
• Noon — Thursday —
Union Tabernacle Church,
900 Adderton St. — Jeffery
Brannan
• 6:30 p.m. — Thursday
Please see HOLY on page 3A
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SW Ga. counties hope for strength in numbers
By ALAN MAULDIN
alan.mauldin@gaflnews.com

MOULTRIE — Twenty-one
counties in a large swath of southern Georgia, hoping that there’s
strength — and jobs — in numbers,
have revived an economic development group looking to foster cooperation among them.
The counties, many of which
are more used to competing
against than cooperating with
some of their neighbors for industrial prospects, are betting that

pooling resources and ideas will
benefit everyone in the bigger picture. The area covered runs from
Crisp County in the north, as far
east as Coffee County and to Randolph County to the west. It also
includes the border counties of
Brooks, Decatur, Grady, Lowndes
and Thomas.
The “Locate South Georgia” initiative is being chaired by Darrell
Moore, president of the MoultrieColquitt County Economic Development Authority. The group is a
combination of the former Locate

South Georgia communities and
the Southwest Georgia Chamber
Council, two groups that have historically worked to address economic development needs, Moore
said.
Moore said that by acting as a
region, the numbers will help get
the attention of industrial
prospects and companies who
assist industry in finding sites for
new facilities.
“What’s good for the surrounding counties is good for us too,”
Moore said. “We all want jobs in

our counties, but we benefit when
good things happen to our neighbors.”
That includes the chance to land
a parts supplier for a new plant in a
nearby county and opportunities
for workers to find jobs by driving
across county lines.
While 13,708 of 17,791 Colquitt
County residents employed during
2013 worked on their home turf,
according to the Georgia Department of Labor, about 23 percent
Please see SWGA on page 5A

Book about Class of ‘65, revelatory, redeeming
for release on March 31.
Auchmutey and Wittkamper will be here in Americus at 5 p.m. on April 1 to
AMERICUS — Amerihold a book signing at Lake
cus and Sumter County’s
Blackshear Regional
rich history is not always a Library. Several others
pretty thing; there have
who figure in the story will
been some very dark days
also be here. The public is
here and many of the playinvited.
ers in the drama
Auchmutey
have died. The turand Wittkamper
bulence of the civil
agreed to answer
rights movement
questions about
here in the early to
how the book
mid-1960s is one of
came about and
those times.
what it might
Fraught with newaccomplish.
found concepts of
Auchmutey
freedom and equalsaid of the reason
ity on one side and
for writing the
the desire to keep
book, “It's a comthings “as they’ve JIM
pelling story that
always been” in
touches on someAUCHMUTEY
the Jim Crow
thing universal.
South on the other, some
Almost everybody has been
would come to change their bullied in some way during
minds with time.
their lives, has
Others continued
bullied someone
to cling to their
else, or has stood
racist attitudes
by and said notheven as they were
ing as it was haplowered into their
pening. In Greg's
grave.
case, that bullyA new book,
ing verged on
“The Class of ‘65: A
persecution
Student, A Divided
because he came
Town, and the
from a place —
Long Road to ForKoinonia — that
giveness”, written
espoused some
by veteran journal- GREG
beliefs that were
ist with the Atlanta WITTKAMPER
deeply unpopuJournal-Constitular in the South
tion, Jim Auchmutey,
of the 1950s and '60s. This
relates the story of the
book is about a particular
Class of 1965 at Americus
time and place, but it's realHigh School (AHS) and the
ly about a common human
perils that not only black
condition: how we treat
students but also some
people who are different.”
whites, endured to receive
Auchmutey made some
their diploma. It is a story
friends during the process
of hatred in its purest form, of writing the book.
yet it is also a tale of
“Greg is a great guy —
redemption and, yes, ultigentle and thoughtful —
mate forgiveness.
and I really enjoyed getting
The story follows Greg
to know him and telling his
Wittkamper, a white stustory,” he said. “I admired
dent who lived at Koinonia, the students who desegrea Christian community in
gated Americus High
rural Sumter County,
School and wondered
where blacks and whites
whether I would have had
lived and worked alongside the courage they displayed
one another. Wittkamper
at such a tender age. And I
refused to denigrate the
think the world of the classblack students who attendmates who reached out to
ed desegregated AHS in
Greg after all those years,
1964. Consequently, he was
especially the four I
also ostracized. Many of the focussed on: David Morgan,
black students were his
Deanie Dudley Fricks,
friends.
Celia Harvey Gonzalez and
The book also chronicles Joseph Logan. Joseph, who
the amazing occurrences
was co-captain of the footover 40 years later when
ball team during their
some of his fellow students
senior year, died last fall
not only wrote to ask Witwhile the book was in protkamper for forgiveness for duction. I went to see him
the way they had treated
in Enterprise, Ala., where
him or stood by mutely
he taught at the community
while others were openly
college. I hate it that he
hateful to him. They not
won't be here to see the
only asked for forgiveness,
result of our hours of conthey invited him to the
versation.
AHS class reunion in 2006.
“Let me say something
The book is scheduled
about Americus as well.”
By BETH ALSTON

beth.alston@gaflnews.com
americustimesrecorder.com

Photo from PublicAffairs

The book’s cover shows a page from the Americus High School Yearbook and as well as a
photo of Greg Wittkamper on a class trip with some his classmates.
Auchmutely continued.
“It's one of my favorite
towns in Georgia. Sumter
County has enough history
in it for a place 10 times as
big. In my almost 30 years
at the AJC, I visited Americus probably a dozen times
for stories and always
enjoyed being there. Every
place has some regrettable

were born,” Auchmutey
said. “The hard part is
learning what part of that
legacy is worth cherishing
and what part deserves to
be left behind. Just because
someone is born with a set
of prejudices doesn't mean
that we can't grow out of

history if you scratch a little; my native Atlanta certainly does. It's what you do
with that past that matters.”
It is taking away something from the book, and
history, that can lead to
personal growth.
“We're all creatures of
the history into which we

Please see CLASS on page 2A
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Continued from page 1A

SWGA
worked outside the county.
That included 935 in Tift
County, 911 in Dougherty
County, 464 in Thomas
County, 323 in Cook County
and 289 in Mitchell County.
More than 200 commuted to
both Worth and Lowndes
counties, and another 705
worked in counties other
than those seven.
“If it (an industrial project) is not going to be in
Colquitt County, I’d rather
it stay local than go to
Dothan, Ala., or
Gainesville, Fla.,” Moore
said. “We want everybody
in our region to do well.”
In February, Locate
South Georgia held its
inaugural event in Atlanta,
visiting with statewide project developers, state
agency personnel and utility providers. Presentations
noted the area’s certified
industrial parks, the
region’s agricultural bounty, workforce skills,
resources for training,
water supplies and additional topics, said a news
release from the group.
On April 16, a group of
25 to 30 project developers
will be hosted in Colquitt
County. Locate South Georgia will hold a board meeting the same day.
“That’s just building relationships in South Georgia,

Continued from page 3A

TOWN
held at 10:30 a.m. April 11
at the Sumter County Courthouse grounds. The public
is invited.
Lifeline Screenings: Five
screenings will be offered
that scan for potential
health problems related to:
blocked arteries, abdominal aortic aneurysms, hardening of the arteries, atrial
fibrillation or irregular heart
beat, and a bone density
screening, for men and
women. Register for a Wellness Package which
includes four vascular tests
and osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139 with
our member discount).
Event is April 13 at First
Presbyterian Church of
Americu, 125 S. Jackson
St. All five screenings take
60-90 minutes to complete.
Life Line Screening is working with us to provide our
members $10 additional
discounts off of a screening
package in addition to a
$10 donation to First Presbyterian Church of Americus. You must sign up by
calling the special Helping
Hands registration number,
which is 1-800-324-9458, in
order for the church to
receive a $10 donation as
well. Or resgister at
www.helpinghandsforhealth.com
Vidalia Onion Sale: The
Sumter County 4-H Club is
selling Vidalia onions for
$10 for a 10-lb bag. Proceeds used to provide programming and scholarships for youth in Sumter
County. Place orders
before April 17. Pick up
orders between 1 and 5
p.m. May 7 at the Sumter
County Ag Center, 127
William Bowen Pointe.
Change in Date: The
Sumter County Board of
Commissioners has
changed the date of its
regular meeting for April
from April 21 to 6 p.m. April
22 at the Sumter County
Courthouse in the Board of
Commissioners’ Board
Room. The meeting is open
to the public.
Turf Management Class:
Class starts at noon April
23 with lunch at the Sumter
County Agricultural Center,127 William Bowen
Pointe.

getting to know people,”
Moore said of the event.
“We want to have project
managers come to South
Georgia at least twice a
year.”
The initiative is continuing its role in hosting the
Georgia Allied Quail Hunt,
which is hosted each February and attracts guests
from in and out of the United States who are potentially looking for locations for
corporate expansions, giving them a look at what
South Georgia has to offer.
In addition to hosting
developers here, other
plans for 2015 include
attending trade shows
where developers can work
directly with targeted
industries that are applicable to the region, the news
release said.
In addition to the aforementioned counties, the
other members include Ben
Hill, Berrien, Brooks, Cook,
Decatur, Dougherty, Lee,
Mitchell, Sumter, Terrell,
Tift, Turner and Worth
counties.
The total represents 21
of 28 counties eligible to
participate, Moore said. A
county’s dues are based on
population, with small
counties paying $1,000 per
year, medium-sized counties $2,500 and large counties $5,000.
“We’ve got a lot of good
ideas on the drawing
board,” Moore said. “I
think it’s going to be a good
thing for the region.”

UGA Turf Grass specialist,
Dr. Clint Waltz gives the
presentation on Variety
Selection Fertilization of
Turf Management. Call
229-924-4476 to register.
Earn one hour credit
towards Commercial Pesticide License (Category 24)
Ornamental and Turf and/or
one hour credit towards Private Pesticide License.
Ladies Handgun Course:
Sumter County Sheriff Pete
Smith is again offering a
ladies handgun safety
course at 8:30 a.m. April 25
at the Sumter County Ag
Center, U.S. Highway 19
South. Pre-registration is
required due to limited
class size. Participants are
required to bring your own
handgun, 30 rounds of
ammunition and your
firearms carry permit. If you
do not have a permit, you
will need to bring your personal ID for background
check purposes. Also it is
recommended that you
bring a hat for the range.
This is a free course
offered by the Sheriff’s
Office. To attend, call Lt.
Anthony King or Melinda
Davis at the Sumter County
Sheriff’s Office at 229-9244094 ext. 221 or ext. 232.
Night for Hope: The event
benefitsthe Cancer Coalition of South Georgia at
6:30 p.m. May 15 at The
Lee Council House, 318 E.
Church St. Tickets $35
each. Purchase tickets at
Citizens Bank (Tripp
Street), Kinnebrew Co.,
Minick Interiors or
www.sgacancer.org | 229312-1700. Join us for a
special evening that
includes wine and beer,
hors d’oeuvres, dessert,
silent auction and live musical entertainment by Martin
L. Mathis. Business casual
attire.
Senior Picnic: Middle Flint
Council on Aging hosts the
Annual Senior Picnic from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. May 12 at
the Council Pavilion, 140
Ga. Highway 27 East.
Events feature food,
games, prizes and entertainment. There is no
charge and all area seniors
ages 60 and above are
invited.
Six Flags Tickets: 2015 Six
Flags Tickets are available
for $41.50 each at the
Sumter County Extension/4H Office, Sumter County
Agricultural Center, 127
William Bowen Pointe.

Continued from page 1A

CLASS
them and broaden our
minds. I hope this book and
the experience of the Class
of '65 illustrates that we all
have the capacity for
change. There's always
hope for redemption and
reconciliation.”
The author was also
asked about a possible film
adaptation of his book.
“Getting a movie deal —
however compelling the
book — is a real long shot,”
he said. “Greg and I hope
that happens. One of the
authors who contributed a
blurb for the jacket, Melissa Fay Greene ("Praying for
Sheetrock"), mentioned
how ‘cinematic’ the story
is. And in our first review
on Goodreads, the social
media site for book lovers,
a reviewer named Cathy
Bryant said she hoped ‘The
Class of '65’ would be made
into ‘the sort of movie that
garners a hatful of Oscars.’
Amen!”
(https://www.goodreads.co
m/review/show/1215962485
?book_show_action=true&
page=1)
Greg Wittkamper, the
central individual in the
book, also answered some
questions from the TimesRecorder.
He was first asked how
the experience of being
treated as a social pariah at
Americus High School has
impacted his life since?
“Even now, half a century later, I still get emotional
when I think and talk about
it,” Wittkamper said. “I've
been known to tear up. And
in a way, that makes me
feel silly, because while I
was ostracized and mistreated, neither I nor any of
the children from Koinonia
was killed or physically
wounded. But we did suffer
psychological damage.
Some of us have unresolved
issues to this day. We've all
learned to cope with it —
some of us better than others.”
Wittkamper was asked if
he has forgiven the people
who mistreated him, or
worse yet, those who
ignored him?
“The short answer is:
Yes,” he said. “I was angry
for some time after I left
high school, but that feeling
dissipated over the years.
By the time my classmates
wrote me seeking reconciliation in 2006, I was very
open to it. Even when I was

being harassed in school, I
understood intellectually
that it wasn't so much
about me personally as
about the changes that
were going on in our society. If our cribs had been
switched at birth, I probably would have thought the
way many of my classmates
thought and acted the way
they acted. But realizing
that intellectually isn't
much consolation when
you're the one being targeted.”
How was the 2006
reunion for Wittkamper?
Was everyone cordial to
him or only the few who
had reached out and asked
him for forgiveness?
“About a dozen classmates wrote or phoned me
before the reunion, and
they were certainly supportive that weekend,” he
said. “I'd say that threequarters of the class was
openly accepting and apologetic. Still, there were definitely some who were
stand-offish toward me. No
one said anything ugly or
turned their back on me —
nothing like that — but I
heard later that there was
some grumbling. Some people didn't appreciate the
way my being welcomed
back to the fold became
part of their reunion. Really, I was a stranger in their
midst.”
Wittkamper has visited
Koinonia many times in
the years since. The Class
of 1965 is holding its 50th
reunion later in April, and
“I'm thinking about going
to that,” he said. “It's a trek
for me; I've lived in West
Virginia for 40 years now. I
enjoy visiting Koinonia and
seeing how it has changed.
There are always old
friends and new people
there. And they still have a
sign on one of the places we
lived: the Wittkamper
House.”
Wittkamper was also
asked, now that his story
has been told, and the stories of the other ostracized
students, if there is a book
inside of him waiting to
come out some day?
“I think this is the
book,” he said. “I'm not
really a writer, but with
Jim's help, my college experiences might make a pretty good tale. After I left
Americus, I traveled across
four continents for three
years studying different
religions and cultures with
a Quaker program called
Friends World College. It
was the most incredible
education you can imagine.”

5A
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• The book is available
in book, e-book and audio
book from any bookstore or
online retailer who sells
books, such as:
—
Amazon http://www.amazon.com/Class-65-StudentDividedForgiveness/dp/1610393546
/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=U
TF8&qid=1417658415&sr=12&keywords=auchmutey
— Barnes & Noble
(http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-class-of-65jim-auch-

mutey/1120450780?ean=978
1610393546&itm=1&usri=97
81610393546)
— IndieBound (representing independent book
stores: http://www.indiebo
und.org/book/978161039354
6)
— WalMart http://www.walmart.com/ip/42079596
Locally, Koinonia Farm
will handle book sales on
April 2 at the Lake Blackshear library and is also selling the book at its visitors
center shop and in its catalog.
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Foremost DNA expert in U.S.
to lead Griffin Bell Lecture
AMERICUS — Greg
Hampikian, Ph.D., a leading
DNA expert in the U.S. and
co-author of “Exit to Freedom,” is the featured speaker
for Georgia Southwestern
State University’s Griffin B.
Bell Lecture will be held
April 15. The event begins at
11 a.m. in the Nursing Auditorium of the Rosalynn Carter
Health and Human Sciences
Complex.
This event is free and open
to the public.
Hampikian has a joint
appointment in the Departments of Biology and Criminal Justice at Boise State University (BSU). He is best
known as the volunteer forensic DNA expert on Innocence
Network cases around the
world including that of
Amanda Knox. Hampikian
has helped with more than a
dozen exonerations and has
worked on hundreds of cases.
He also works with police on
cold cases and recently
worked with French police to
solve a 10-year-old mystery
using a novel DNA technique
that was published in the
“Journal of Forensic Science”
in April 2014.
Hampikian is the founder
and director of the Idaho
Innocence Project at BSU,
and he helped establish the
Georgia Innocence Project,
the Irish Innocence Project
and the Innocence Project
France. His research on subjectivity and bias in forensic
DNA was featured in the
“Economist” and “New Scientist;” and his “New York
Times” op-eds, “Men Who
Needs Them? (2012)” and
“When May I Shoot a Student
(2014)” both rose to the top of
the Times most shared lists.
His work has been covered by
Anderson Cooper, the “Today
Show,” “Good Morning
America,” “Dateline,”
“Nightline,” “20-20,” “Time,”
“The Wall Street Journal,”
“Fortune,” “Nature,” and the

“Irish Times.” His book “Exit
to Freedom” co-written with
Georgia exoneree Calvin
Johnson, chronicles Jonson’s
17-year fight to prove his
innocence using DNA.
In 2013, Hampikian was
inducted as a charter fellow of
the National Academy of
Inventors. His DNA research
covers a wide range of topics
including pioneering work on
the smallest sequences absent
from nature that he has
termed Nullomers. Using
these Nullomers, Hampikian
has invented a method of tagging DNA samples to prevent contamination of
forensic evidence.
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If we could bring you back again,
For one more hour or day,
We’d express all our unspoken love,
We’d have countless things to say.
If we could bring you back again,
We’d say we treasured you,
And that your presence in our lives
Meant more that we ever know
If we could bring you back again,
To tell you what we should,
You’d know how much we miss you now,
And if we could, we would.
Happy 50th birthday “Baby Larkins”
We love and miss you so!
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