
Cubanos en la Frontera 
A Message from Pastor Paul Harris of First UMC – Laredo 

 
Jesus said, “blessed are the hopeless (poor in spirit) for the kingdom of heaven will be theirs.” (Matthew 5: 3) 
 
There are neighbors along the border that need our help! So, we say, what is new with that – here is what is new. 
There are now estimated to be around 1,000 Cubans in Nuevo Laredo who do not want to be in Mexico, who cannot 
return home and who now cannot come into the USA. 
 
The federal immigration rules changed impacting Cuban immigrants into the USA through land ports such as Laredo 
on Jan. 10. Cubans who had been coming into Laredo from a “dry-land crossing” - as many as 34,000 Cubans passed 
from Nuevo Laredo last year according to our sources – can no longer pass through because of this policy. 
 
A truck load of food and hygiene supplies arrived in Laredo from a Cuban American group in Las Vegas on Saturday, 
Jan. 21. This truck and its supporters connected through the local TV station to Holding Institute and its known work 
as a welcoming respite of the Laredo Humanitarian Relief Team. 
 
Over the weekend, Mike Smith and volunteers at Holding Institute unloaded and stored the food and hygiene items 
and began to network with local pastors and volunteers to prepare over 1,000 hot meals from the kitchen at Holding 
Institute. Volunteers made their way across to find Cubans standing along the Nuevo Laredo streets near bridge #1 
hungry, afraid, and uncertain of their future. 
 
It appears that a political solution will be slow coming for these Cubans now finding themselves in Nuevo Laredo. 
More are expected to congregate from their travel across Mexico. The shelters in Nuevo Laredo are full. The local and 
state authorities are challenged to do anything for this group of Cubans. 
 
WHAT CAN WE DO IN THE NAME OF JESUS? 
From Matthew 25: 37-40, we hear: “Then those who are righteous will reply to him, Lord when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? When did we see you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and give you 
clothes to wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you? Then the king will reply to them, I assure you that 
when you have done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.” 
 
WHAT WE NEED NOW 
A collaborative team of Methodists from Los Dos Laredos have joined forces to assist in receiving, storing, and 
delivering bottled water, hot meals, and hygiene for the Cubans in Nuevo Laredo. Exec. Director of Holding Institute 
and Neighborhood Ministries Coordinator of First UMC, Laredo Mike Smith has collaborated with FUMC, Laredo 
Senior Pastor Rev. Paul Harris and with Rev. Valeriano Garcia de Ochoa, superintendent of the Distrito Nuevo 
Fronterismo Iglesia Metodista Mexicana. Other pastors and churches in Laredo and Nuevo Laredo are assisting in this 
immediate humanitarian effort. The Rio Texas Conference UMC has sent blankets and is helping with telling this story 
across the conference and is gathering other resources. 
 
WE NEED YOU TO: 

• PRAY for a just resolution to this situation and pray for all who wait upon the Lord. 

• PRAY for your part in this ministry along with the other volunteers. 

• GIVE MONEY to First UMC Laredo “Finding A Way” Designated Account to help with storage, utilities, cash for 
food and hygiene items that must be purchased, and fuel for transporting hot meals. 

 
May the Lord's blessings of grace and peace be with you!  
 
- Pastor Paul 
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