Halifax United Methodist Church
Cyber Safety Policy

The internet and portable devices allow people to stay in contact with each other more easily than at
any other time in the history of civilization. Some incredible ministry can take place using modern
technology, but as with all forms of ministry there are some inherent risks involved with the use of
electronic communications. However, following basic Safe Sanctuaries procedures can help to minimize
those risks. There is no such thing as privacy in cyberspace. Consider anything and everything on the
internet as public information. Here are some recommendations:

Receive Parental/Guardian Permission

In addition to_to participate in an HUMC ministry, it is advisable to receive advance
parental permission for children and youth, and personal permission for vulnerable adults in writing for:

E

Limit individual communications with children, youth, and vulnerable adults.

1. Conduct any communications in a_manner. (Even though you may be a sounding
board for a person having a bad day, the reverse is not true.)

2. Save all confidential cyber-communications you have with children, youth, and vulnerable adults

(i.e., instant messages (IM's) chat room conversations, emails, etc.). An eIectronic-

can be important.

Honor privacy, but not secrecy.

Safety Measures for Sharing Photos Electronically

1.
2. When posting photos,

3.
4.
5.
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Safety Measures for Using Social Networking Sites

Social networking sites such as MySpace, Facebook, 7Villages, Xanga, Friendster, Plaxo, and others are
popular with many people:

1. Set_to limit who can see your profile, otherwise people may still be able to view
your full profile.

2. It is prudent to use judgment in accepting requests from youth.

3. Use features even if you have a restricted profile (such as requiring your
approval of all comments posted to your site.)

4.

5. Remove or

o
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