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Rudder’s Rangers Company SITREP
Mega Lab
On October 22nd, the Cadets of the
Rudder’s Rangers Company trained on
military operations in urban terrain or
MOUT during their fall Mega Lab. Using
several buildings and a ship mock-up,
they practiced the fundamentals of
entering and clearing a room and how
to move tactically in an urban environment. In MOUT operations decisions
must be made quickly and carried out
decisively. The ability and confidence
to do this, along with the experience
required to make the correct decisions, is built through repetition.
Throughout the day, the cadets got
plenty of repetitions and established a
foundation of skills which they will use
throughout their cadet and army careers. The training started off slow,
with the cadets walking through how to
enter a room and establish dominance. As their proficiency improved,
they increased the speed in which they
moved until they were able to quickly
and efficiently enter and clear a room.
Whenever someone would make a
mistake, the team would talk about
what went wrong and take steps to
correct it during the next iteration.
Over the course of the training exercise their skills, confidence, and teamwork all improved dramatically. It was
not just the first year cadets, colloquially called tan-shirts, who were learning. Mega lab was the first opportunity
for this year’s new squad leaders and
team leaders, all sophomores, to work
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with their elements and get hands on
leadership experience in a tactical environment. Working with their squads
and teams in this environment helped
to establish the sophomore’s confidence in their ability to lead and provided an opportunity for the squads to
come together as a team.
The bread and butter of Rudder’s
Rangers is training to conduct raids on
buildings, so what the cadets learned
at Mega Lab will be integral for
training they will conduct at the fall,
winter, and spring field training exercises. The skills and experiences
the cadets learned at Mega Lab
transcend ROTC and the Army.
MOUT training emphasizes decisive
decision making, self-confidence,
and team work. All
of these skills are
important and will
help the cadets of
Rudder’s Rangers
to find success in
other areas of
their lives.
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Senior Branches
Each year in August a new cycle of cadets begins their branching process as MSIII cadets which does not conclude
until the following year, in November, on branch day. Cadets’ rank their branch preferences from one to eighteen,
and are evaluated based on their performance as MSIII cadets, both at Texas A&M as well as at Advanced Camp
over the summer at Fort Knox. These evaluations, as well as the needs of the army are taken in consideration
when branches are assigned for every cadet.
On November 16th this year’s MSIV cadets had their branch day. The entire commissioning class was gathered and
each cadet was given an envelope with a few words from the Professor of Military Science and the cadet’s assigned branch of service. Rudder’s Rangers had six of its seniors receive their branches this year, they are as follows:

Jakob Vitullo is a Geography Major from Midlothian,
Texas. He received his first branch choice and will be
commissioning as a United States Army Aviation
Officer in May of 2017 as a Distinguished Military
Graduate. This means he graduated within the top
20% of all Army ROTC Graduates Nationwide. He is
the current Rudder’s Rangers Company Commander,
formerly the Guidon and 1SGT as a sophomore and
junior, and is a member of Company B-2 in the Corps
of Cadets.

Austin Merkel is a General Consulting and Management Major from Cypress, Texas. He received his
first branch choice and will be commissioning as a
United States Army Infantry Officer in May of 2017.
He was formerly a Rudders Squad Leader and Platoon Sergeant his sophomore and junior year. He
and is currently serving as the MSIII Commander for
TAMU Army ROTC. Cadet Merkel is also a member
of Company D-1 in the Corps of Cadets.
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Dylan Stooksberry is a Political Science Major
from Dallas, Texas. He received his first branch
choice and will be commissioning as a United
States Army Military Intelligence Officer in May
of 2017 as a Distinguished Military Graduate. He
was formerly a Rudders Squad Leader and Staff
NCO his sophomore and junior year, and is currently serving as the Personnel Officer (S1) for
Rudders. Cadet Stooksberry is also the Commander of Company C-1 in the Corps of Cadets.

Garrett Roberts is an International Affairs Major
from Middleton, Massachusetts. He received his
first branch choice and will be commissioning as a
United States Army Infantry Officer in May of 2017
as a Distinguished Military Graduate. He was formerly a Rudders Squad Leader and Platoon Leader
his sophomore and junior year. He is currently serving as the Aggie Warrior Training Battalion Commander for TAMU Army ROTC. Cadet Roberts is also
a member of Company B-2 in the Corps of Cadets.
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Spencer Coberly is an Industrial Distribution Major from Coppell, Texas. He received his first
branch choice and will be commissioning as a
United States Army Armor Officer in May of 2017
as a Distinguished Military Graduate. He was formerly a Rudders Team Leader and Staff NCO his
sophomore and junior year, and is currently serving as the Rudder’s Public Affairs Officer. Cadet
Coberly is currently the Commander of Company
B-1 in the Corps of Cadets.

Hayden Florence is an International Studies and
Spanish double Major from Mansfield, Texas. He received his first branch choice and will be commissioning as a United States Army Infantry Officer in
May of 2017 as a Distinguished Military Graduate.
He was formerly a Rudders Squad Leader and Staff
NCO his sophomore and junior year. Cadet Florence
is the Commander of Company B-2 in the Corps of
Cadets.
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STX FTX
Imagine: it is 45 degrees and
raining outside. What do you
want to do? Maybe sit inside
and read a book, or binge
watch your favorite TV show
on Netflix? Staying warm and
dry, without having to worry
about getting wet and cold.
But that is not the story for the
Rudder’s Rangers Company.
Over the first weekend of December, the Texas A&M Army
ROTC program conducted its
fall FTX (Field Training Exercise). The purpose of this exercise was for cadets to develop
their leadership styles, as well
as Basic Soldier Skills, such
as land navigation, marksmanship, and patrolling.
Freshmen and Sophomore
Rangers worked heavily on
squad tactics under the direct
supervision of Rudder’s Seniors. Juniors in Rudder’s conducted training with the rest
of the Juniors in Army ROTC to
help asses their skills and provide them with a score and
ranking against their fellow
Aggies.
The first formation was held
on the Texas A&M campus at
0500 on Friday morning.
There, accountability was taken and weapons were issued.

A mix of M16’s and M4’s were
issued to the cadets, with a
few M14’s issued to the
OPFOR (Opposition Force).
The Rangers were fortunate
enough to be issued two
M240Bs and M249s, which
are belt-fed machine guns.
After weapons draw, all cadets
and cadre got on the busses
and headed to Camp Swift.
After unloading the busses at
the camp, the Rangers moved
to the rifle range. The Rangers received their first live fire
weapons instructions then
grouped and zeroed their rifles, and then went to the popup range to qualify. As the
training continued, a few
rain drops fell from the sky,

an omen of what was to
come.
Shortly after the rifle qualifications ended, the bottom of
the sky fell out. It started

pouring and the temperature
started to fall, making being
wet that much more uncomfortable. Due to the lightning
storm, the patrol bases that
the Rangers were supposed
to be staying in were canceled
and they were afforded the
luxury of staying in the billets
near the training area. The
Rangers prepped their weapons and equipment for the
next day as well as conducted
a ROC Drill to rehearses the
following morning’s operations.
The next morning came with a
0530 formation, and the
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Rangers road marching to the
Urban Assault Course to begin
training. The Rangers focused
on more MOUT as the seniors
and OPFOR surveyed the training area in preparation for the
days engagements.
The later part of Saturday was
spent focusing on squad
lanes. The lanes are the training missions in which the
squad leader receives the mission, creates an Operations
Order, or OPORD, briefs the
squad, and then conducts the
mission. The lanes are set up
so that they force the squad
leader to think tactically and
make quick decisions. The
new squad leaders were finally allowed to plan, and execute missions with the Rangers that had been training
since August. To add to the
challenges faced by the new
squad leaders. Rudders incorporated active and ‘thinking’
OPFOR. Members of the
Ranger Challenge team,

played the OPFOR and were
given the freedom to seek out
and destroy the Rangers’
squads by any means they
deemed necessary. The uncertainty of a thinking enemy
proved a challenge for the
new squad leaders to navigate, but they were ultimately
able to complete their missions with minimal casualties.
Sunday morning’s accountability formation was held again
at 0530 and started with a
road march training area.
The squads conducted more
squad lanes and then withdrew to the staging area to
wait for bus movement back
to campus. Since there was
some extra time, the Rangers

trained some more with the
M240B while waiting for the
busses to arrive. After that,
the cadets loaded the busses
to return to Texas A&M, clean
and return the rifles. Everyone
waited for the final formation
with great anticipation, looking forward to a hot shower,
dry clothes, and hot food. The
weekend was over, and so
was the FTX. The Rangers
were able to put the months
of training into practice in the
field, providing the foundation
for them to preform when they
return for the Winter FTX.
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Calling All Rangers
Rudder's Rangers Company is an old and well established organization, which has
helped many cadets go on to become successful officers. This year, Rudder's Rangers is working to update some of its essential equipment which has been broken or
damaged for some time. Many of you probably remember the radios that you used
as a cadet. We are still using the same radios and they still do not work. We are collecting donations to buy new Rinos so we can have better communication during
Field Training and can better monitor our cadets during ruck marches. Donations of
any amount would be greatly appreciated, as every bit of it will go towards the company's new equipment.

Please send any donations to:

235 John J Koldus Student Services Building
1236 TAMU Box 529

College Station, TX 77843-1236

Please make checks payable to Rudder’s Rangers

Thank you in advance for your generous contribution to Rudder's Rangers Company.

Rangers Lead the Way!

