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Hitch-Hiking Becomes an
Art with Aggies
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This article is for
the benefit of the new
students and those old
students who have yet
to adapt themselves
to the Aggie way of
hitch-hiking. The
rules are very simple
and the method is fair
to everyone trying to
catch a ride. This subject is brought up each
semester to inform new
students and remind
old ones. It is especially important this
semester because many
will be hitch-hiking
to the football games.
The rules of thumbing
hold true in any place
that an Aggie may go.
The first and
main law is courtesy.
A hitch-hiker meets
everybody in the line

Aggies hitchhike from Campus, circa 1949.

if the line is not too
large, or everybody
near him if it’s a large
one. He introduces
himself to all the
people in the car
which picks him up.
If there is trouble or
a flat, the hitch-hiker helps fix it if he
can; at no time must
he desert the members of the car. When
leaving the car, he
thanks the driver and
tells the others that
he was glad to have
met them.
On Aggie “corners” a line of bags is
formed in the order
that the hitch-hikers
arrived. The leading
man (the first in
line) is the only one
who gets on the edge
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of the highway and
holds out a thumb. All
others stay back and
wait for a car to stop.
When one does stop,

The rules
are very
simple
and the
method
is fair to
everyone
trying to
catch a
ride.

the
leading
man asks the driver
where he is going and
how many hitch-hikers he can take. The
information is then
called back to the others and the next man
in line gets a chance to
get the ride or stay and
wait for a better one.
If one of these men
should not accept
the pick-up, the next
successive man gets
the same change.
The worst and
most frequent violation of hitch-hiking
rules is upstreaming.
Upstreaming is the
act of thumbing
above the legitimate
line. It is unfair to
those who are in the
line because the driver will pick up first,

thumbers who
present themselves to
him first. If, for some
reason, the hitch-hiker
does not care to stay in
line, he may downstream or go farther
down the road.
By past experience the Aggies have
found that the line is
the fastest and fairest
method of hitching.
Through many years
this policy has been
carried out. The servicemen were informed
of the plan and have
been very cooperative.
Several of the
larger towns have put
up benches on Aggies corners for the
convenience of the
hitch-hikers.

*If you have any stories or photos
of Aggie hitchhiking you would like
to share, please email
publications@corpsofcadets.org.

